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KUALA LUMPUR: President of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al-Khalifa (left) and President of the Qatar Football Association (QFA) Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al-Thani pose 
for pictures during an announcement ceremony for the 2023 Asian Cup on Oct 17, 2022.  —AFP

Allen and Bills down  
Chiefs in NFL thriller  
as Eagles stun Dallas 

 
LOS ANGELES: Josh Allen threw for 329 yards and three 
touchdowns as the Buffalo Bills defeated Patrick Mahomes 
and the Kansas City Chiefs 24-20 in another thrilling duel 
between the NFL rivals on Sunday. Bills quarterback Allen 
fired a touchdown pass to tight end Dawson Knox with just 
64 seconds remaining to put the Bills into the lead at 
Arrowhead Stadium. 

Bills cornerback Taron Johnson then picked off Mahomes 
for the Chiefs quarterback’s second interception as Buffalo’s 
defensive prowess sealed a victory that takes the Bills to 5-1 
for the season. The matchup was a repeat of last season’s play-
off thriller between the two AFC heavyweights, which saw 
Kansas City prevail 42-36 in overtime. 

Sunday’s win didn’t touch the free-scoring heights of last 
season’s roller coaster, the first half finishing locked at 10-10 
after Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker slotted a monster 62-yard 
field goal. Allen then connected with Stefon Diggs for a 17-
yard completion for a touchdown to make it 17-10 to Buffalo 
midway through the third quarter. The Chiefs rallied to go 20-
17 up after a Mecole Hardman touchdown and a 44-yard field 
goal from Butker before Allen set up the winning score with a 
76-yard, 12-play drive. 

The Philadelphia Eagles remained the NFL’s only 
unbeaten team, improving to 6-0 with a 26-17 home victory 
over NFC East division rival Dallas, dropping the Cowboys 
to 4-2. Jalen Hurts sparked the Eagles to a 20-0 lead then 
watched the Cowboys score the next 17 points. But Hurts 
flipped his second touchdown pass, a 7-yarder to DeVonta 
Smith, and C.J. Gardner-Johnson made an interception to 
help seal the triumph. 

 
‘We didn’t earn it  

Elsewhere on Sunday, the Pittsburgh Steelers upset Tom 
Brady and the Tampa Buccaneers 20-18 at Heinz Field. Brady 
was left ruing a failure to complete a two-point conversion late 
in the fourth quarter after a Leonard Fournette touchdown 
with just over four minutes remaining. 

Brady finished with 243 passing yards and only one touch-
down as the Bucs fell to 3-3. The Steelers improved to 2-4 
with the win. It was another chastening loss for the 

Buccaneers, who have struggled to find find form and offensive 
consistency in a shaky start to the season. “We didn’t earn it,” 
Brady said. “And it’s a game of earning it, and playing well, and 
performing well. 

“We’re just not doing a good job of that, and I don’t think 
we’ve done it for six weeks. We’ve got to look at ourselves in 
the mirror and figure out why.” Elsewhere, the New York Jets 
continued their recent run of good form with a 27-10 victory 
at Green Bay. Breece Hall and Braxton Berrios ran for touch-
downs as New York improved to 4-2. The Packers fell to 3-3 
with a loss that saw quarterback Aaron Rodgers relegated to 
the bench for the closing stages of the fourth quarter to make 
way for Jordan Love. 

 
‘Sub-par’ Packers 

Rodgers later admitted the Packers had been “sub-par” 
in back-to-back defeats against the Jets and New York 
Giants-but rejected suggestions of a crisis. “We’ve gotta be 

realistic at where we’re at, we’ve played a couple of sub-
par games,” Rodgers said. “We’ve got to play better. But 
wobbly? Only if people are breaking rank. “It will be inter-
esting to look at the comments from our guys and coaches, 
and hopefully we stick together. That’s the important thing.” 
The Giants extended their run of impressive results with a 
24-20 home victory over the Baltimore Ravens. 

The Giants recovered from a 20-10 fourth-quarter 
deficit to seal victory with touchdowns from Daniel 
Bellinger and Saquon Barkley. Barkley rushed over from 
one yard out to put the Giants ahead with 1:43 remaining 
as they improved to 5-1. In Los Angeles, the reigning 
Super Bowl champion Rams bounced back after consecu-
tive losses with a 24-10 win over the Carolina Panthers. 
Matthew Stafford threw one touchdown with 253 passing 
yards in a game that saw Carolina coach Steve Wilks toss 
receiver Robbie Anderson out of the game after a touch-
line bust-up. —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: World Cup hosts Qatar will 
stage the 2023 Asian Cup, the Asian Football 
Confederat ion said on Monday, after  China 
withdrew earlier this year because of COVID. 
China pulled out in May because of its “zero-
COVID” policy, leaving the AFC scrambling to 
find a new host for its flagship men’s 24-team 
football tournament. The tournament had been 
due to be held in 10 Chinese cities from June 16 
to July 16 next year. 

The AFC did not say in its statement when the 
Asian Cup would now take place, but secretary-
general Windsor John told AFP it will likely be in 
January 2024 because of the cooler weather in 
Qatar at that t ime of year. South Korea and 
Indonesia were the other two countries in the run-
ning after China’s withdrawal, but Qatar got the 
nod-to the obvious displeasure of the Korea 
Football Association. 

The AFC also said its executive committee had 
shortlisted India and Saudi Arabia for the 2027 
Asian Cup. “The Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) executive committee has today confirmed 
the Qatar Football Association as the host associ-
ation for the AFC Asian Cup 2023,” the Malaysia-

based AFC said in a statement. AFC president 
Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa said Qatar 
is ready to put on the event despite the short lead 
time to prepare. It will also host the World Cup 
starting next month. 

The AFC chief hailed Qatar’s “existing world-
class infrastructure and unrivalled hosting capa-
bilities”. “Qatar’s capabilities and track record in 
hosting major international sporting events and 
their  meticulous attention to detai l  are wel l 
admired throughout the globe,” he said. “I must 
also commend the AFC for showcasing utmost 
professionalism in conducting a fair and transpar-
ent expedited bidding process and I thank all our 
commercia l  partners and sponsors for  their 
patience during these unprecedented times.” 

Qatar has come under fire from human rights 
groups as hosts of the World Cup over the coun-
try’s treatment of migrant workers who built the 
tournament’s venues. Qatar, however, has said it 
has undertaken reforms in its labor practices. The 
Asian Cup is staged every four years. Qatar won 
the tournament’s last edition, in 2019, which was 
hosted by the United Arab Emirates. Qatar hosted 
the 1988 and 2011 editions. 

S Korean disappointment 
South Korea jointly held the men’s 2002 World 

Cup with Japan, but has not staged the Asian 
Cup since 1960. The Korean FA made clear its 
disappointment at missing out and took a swipe 
at the selection process. “It has not been held in 
Korea, an Asian footbal l  powerhouse for 63 
years, and in terms of rotation and regional bal-
ance, it was a reasonable order to hold it in East 
Asia,” the KFA said. “Unexpectedly, however, we 
had to face tough competition as Qatar jumped 
into the bid with its abundant financial, human 
and material base.” 

It added: “It is judged that the unconventional 
offensive and support of Middle Eastern countries 
trying to take the lead in Asian football also influ-
enced the situation.” Indonesia held matches at the 
2007 Asian Cup along with Malaysia, Thailand and 
Vietnam. But earlier this month Indonesia was struck 
by a deadly football tragedy that has become one of 
the world’s worst stadium disasters, with experts 
raising doubts about its capability to host major 
international events. The disaster in an overcrowded 
stadium in Malang in East Java left 132 people dead 
and hundreds injured. —AFP

AFC chief hails Qatar’s ‘existing world-class infrastructure’

Qatar to host 2023 Asian Cup  
after China’s COVID pull-out

KANSAS: Travis Kelce #87 of the Kansas City Chiefs catches a pass and is tackled by Siran Neal #33 of the Buffalo Bills dur-
ing the third quarter at Arrowhead Stadium on October 16, 2022. —AFP

NBA Heat promise  
to ‘scrap to death’  
in the East 

 
MIAMI: Had Jimmy Butler’s late three-point effort in 
game seven of last year’s Eastern Conference champi-
onship game not bounced off the rim, the Miami Heat 
would have reached their second NBA Finals in three 
years. And while few predicted the Heat would go 
deep in the playoffs last season, it’s perhaps a little sur-
prising that the same view prevails again heading into 
this campaign. 

The Heat, say the pundits, just don’t have enough 
firepower to prevail in a conference where the Boston 
Celtics and Milwaukee Bucks are the favorites to finish 
as top seeds. Opinion is cool on the Heat, largely 
because the club failed to make any big moves during 
the off-season and return with an almost identical ros-
ter to last season. But the Heat seem to enjoy being 
overlooked, using what they view as disrespect as fuel 
for their fire. 

“They don’t talk about us out there in the media 
and all that,” center Bam Adebayo said in a recent 
interview with Sirius XM radio. “But when it comes 
down it, a lot of people don’t like playing us. They 
don’t. They don’t like playing us.” Adebayo suspects 
the absence of big-name stars, with the exception of 
six-time All-Star Butler, leads many to undervalue the 
team but knows opponents are well aware of what 
they are facing on court. “I don’t know if it’s, you know, 
the scrappiness. But yeah, we play great, ugly basket-
ball,” he said. “We going to scrap you to death.” 

In Erik Spoelstra, the Heat have one of the most 
successful coaches in the league and team president 
Pat Riley is one of the most widely respected figures 
in his role. But the figure who perhaps best epito-
mizes the determined, aggressive style played by 
the Heat has no grand job title and barely features 
on the court. Miami-born Udonis Haslem remains on 
the roster despite having reached the age of 42, 
largely because of his importance to the locker-
room culture. 

More than just representing continuity with the 
Heat of Shaqille O’Neal, Dwyane Wade and LeBron 
James, Haslem is in many ways an enforcer of the 
Heat’s standards as his infamous courtside verbal con-
frontation with Butler last season highlighted so 
explicitly. Haslem’s 20th NBA season is likely to be his 
final one and he sees Adebayo as the man to continue 
his legacy as the “gatekeeper” of the Heat approach 
and is determined to push Butler towards the champi-
onship ring that has eluded him so far. 

“I want to pass the torch to Bam as the next bearer 
of the culture,” he told ESPN recently. “I want to con-
tinue to mold and help Jimmy be the champion that he 
deserves to be. And I just want to leave this locker 
room headed in the right direction.” The new arrival 
who will have to quickly get on board with those stan-
dards is 19-year-old Serbian Nikola Jovic, a 6-foot-10 
small forward who was drafted 27th overall and who 
has made a good early impression. 

But while the names remain the same, Spoelstra 
believes there will be different features to his team 
this season. There are high hopes for guard Tyler 
Herro, who had eight 30-point games off the bench 
last season and who has been tied to a new long-
term deal. There’s also a belief that Kyle Lowry can 
truly deliver after a mixed effort last season following 
his trade from Toronto. —AFP 


