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British PM Truss quits, 
Conservatives in chaos

Tories vow new leader next week • Labour demands general election
LONDON: British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss on Thursday announced her resigna-
tion just six crisis-filled weeks after taking 
office, becoming the shortest-lived premier 
in UK history. Her Conservative party 
detailed a rapid process to elect a new 
leader on Oct 28, setting a high bar of 100 
nominations among its MPs for candidates 
- which might block any comeback by for-
mer premier Boris Johnson. 

The race will be effectively limited to 
three candidates at the start, before the 
357 Tory MPs vote on their preferred 
candidate on Monday. Party members 
will then get an online vote, in an acceler-
ated timetable that avoids the drawn-out 
contest in which Truss defeated Rishi 
Sunak over the summer fol lowing 
Johnson’s own resignation. 

Truss admitted she “cannot deliver the 
mandate” on which she was elected by the 

members, after her right-wing platform of 
tax cuts disintegrated and as many 
Conservative MPs revolted. Labour leader 
Keir Starmer, whose opposition party has 
surged in opinion polls on the back of 
Truss’ short, eventful tenure, demanded a 
general election “now”. 

“This is not just a soap opera at the top 
of the Tory party,” he said, warning of 
“huge damage” to the UK economy, 
although the pound surged against the dol-
lar after Truss’s dramatic announcement. 
Speaking outside 10 Downing Street, Truss 
said she would stay on as prime minister 
until a successor was chosen to serve as 
Tory leader. 

“We’ve agreed that there will be a lead-
ership election to be completed within the 
next week,” she said, after senior back-
bench MP Graham Brady told her the game 
was up. “This will ensure that we remain on 

a path to deliver our fiscal plan and main-
tain our country’s economic stability and 
national security.” 

The new leader will be in place in time 
for new finance minister Jeremy Hunt to 
deliver a crucial budget statement on Oct 
31. Hunt has already thrown out nearly all
of debt-fueled Truss’s tax promises, which 
Sunak had warned would bring about high-
er inflation and market turmoil. Sunak’s 
warnings were vindicated, and the former 
finance minister quickly emerged as the 
bookmakers’ favorite. But he remains held 
in deep suspicion by Johnson loyalists. 

Johnson himself was eyeing a comeback, 
the Times and Telegraph newspapers 
reported, despite remaining deeply unpop-
ular with many Tory MPs and the elec-
torate for the many scandals that brought 
him down. 
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LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss delivers a speech outside 10 
Downing Street on Oct 20, 2022 to announce her resignation. — AFP 

News in brief

Construction worker dies in fall 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force announced the death 
of an Arab construction worker after falling from a 
building under construction in Mutlaa on Thursday. 
“Squads from Jahra and Mutlaa command centers 
were sent to recover the body and transfer it to the 
concerned departments,” KFF said.

MoE denies ceiling collapse  

KUWAIT: The education ministry announced 
on Thursday that a video showing a ceiling col-
lapse at a school, which went viral on social 
media, is misleading, as it is an old video of an 
incident that happened outside Kuwait. “The 
incident did not happen in any school building 
in Kuwait,” the ministry said.

Illegal substances seized 

KUWAIT: The interior ministry announced the 
criminal security department seized around 2.5 
kg of hashish, a kilo of synthetic marijuana, 250 
gm of methamphetamine, an amount of Lyrica 
pills and two electronic scales. Two suspects who 
were arrested admitted after investigations they 
were planning to sell the drugs.

Licensing deal for cancer drug 

GENEVA: Pharmaceutical giant Novartis has 
signed a licensing agreement increasing access 
to a vital leukemia treatment, a UN-backed pub-
lic health organization said Thursday, marking 
the first-ever such agreement for a cancer drug. 
The deal will give selected manufacturers the 
opportunity to develop, manufacture and supply 
generic versions of nilotinib. — AFP

KUWAIT: Winter Wonderland Kuwait is set to 
launch on December 1, 2022, the Touristic 
Enterprises Company announced. The event has 28 
rides for visitors of all ages, in addition to various 
activities and a theater with a capacity for 1,200 
people, it added. Shaab Park, which is currently not 
in use, was selected as the location for Winter 
Wonderland Kuwait because it has the infrastruc-
ture needed for such an event. 

About the selection of the site, TEC Chairman 
Mohammad Al-Saqqaf said Shaab Park is ready to 
host Winter Wonderland Kuwait, after instructions 
were issued to speed up development and enter-
tainment projects that benefit the people. Saqqaf 
said Winter Wonderland Kuwait is the result of 
fruitful work by a team entrusted by Finance 
Minister Abdlwahab Al-Rushaid to do so.  

The team, which includes Fadhel Al-Dousary and 
Noura Al-Qabandi, found the best means to build an 
entertainment facility and seek an international com-
pany specialized in entertainment to launch the first 
edition of this project, which was executed quickly in 
cooperation with TEC and concerned authorities. 
When the project is complete, it will set a precedent 
in executing entertainment projects, as the time it 
took to complete is less than four months. 

Winter Wonderland 
Kuwait set for 
Dec 1 opening

KUWAIT: The health ministry highlighted the 
importance of following medical instructions on 
ways to prevent sicknesses during this season, 
which witnesses an increase in respiratory illness-
es. “There has been an increase of patients with 

respiratory illnesses with the start of this season 
at healthcare centers and emergency departments 
at hospitals,” Health Ministry Spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said during a press conference 
on Thursday. 

“Most cases do not need hospitalization, and 
patients do not face any increase in complications 
or danger, as cases are within expected yearly 
averages. The current spike in cases has not had a 
noticeable effect until now on medical services and 
statistics,” he said, appreciating the efforts of 
medical staff. 

Dr Sanad assured that it is important to follow 

medical guidelines to prevent illnesses and reduce 
their spread as much as possible, by continuously 
washing the hands and face, covering the mouth 
and nose during sneezing and coughing, avoiding 
contact with others in case of symptoms or signs 
of illness and maintaining the cleanliness of sur-
faces. “It is important to also take season vaccina-
tions such as the flu shot, which will protect 
against seasonal viruses, especially for those aged 
5 and under or 65 and older,” he added. Dr Sanad 
concluded by stressing the importance of taking 
COVID vaccines and seeking medical help if 
symptoms persist or worsen. 

Caution urged amid 
increase in cases of 
respiratory illnesses

HEBRON: Zionist soldiers scuffle with a Palestinian during clashes in this 
flashpoint city in the occupied West Bank on Oct 20, 2022. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Shops, offices and 
schools were closed across the occu-
pied West Bank on Thursday as 
Palestinians went on strike to protest 
the Zionist entity’s kill ing of a 
Palestinian man. Udai Tamimi, who 
had been on the run since a fatal 
shooting this month of military police-
woman Noa Lazar at a checkpoint in 
Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem, was 
killed late Wednesday after he fired at 
Zionists on the edge of a settlement. 

With the West Bank largely shut 

down, the Palestinian health ministry 
also confirmed that Mohammad Fadi 
Nuri, 16, died from a gunshot wound 
sustained during clashes with Zionist 
forces near Ramallah last month. 
Omar Abed Al-Latif Omar, a resident 
of the West Bank city of Tulkarem, 
told AFP the strike was intended as “a 
message” of solidarity with Tamimi. 

AFP journalists also saw shuttered 
shops in the West Bank cities of 
Bethlehem and Nablus, as well as 
Jerusalem’s Old City. Violence in the 
Zionist-Palestinian conflict has surged 
in recent months, amid near daily 
West Bank raids by Zionist forces and 
an uptick in attacks on troops. 

More than 100 Palestinian fighters 
and civilians have been killed since 
the start of the year, the heaviest toll  
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Strike after 
Palestinian 
man killed

KD 9 visa fee for Egyptians 

KUWAIT: In a reciprocal move, Director of 
the Airport Passports Department Brig Gen 
Bader Al-Shaya issued a circular on Oct 20, 
2022 stipulating that a fee of KD 9 will be col-
lected when issuing any type of entry visas to 
Egyptian nationals, whether for tourism or visit. 
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