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NEW YORK: Kuwait reiterated its keen-
ness to promote and protect human rights
through the inclusion in the constitution
of many articles and texts that comply
with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, along with the relevant interna-
tional charters and agreements. This was
in Kuwait’s statement delivered Thursday
by the Diplomatic Attache Rashed Al-
Abhoul before the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) Third Committee during the dis-
cussion of the item on promoting and
protecting human rights. 

Kuwait worked nonstop to adopt many
legislations, laws and measures that reflect
its respect for its international obligations
in human rights, in addition to establishing
national mechanisms that contribute to the
implementation of those legislation and
laws, Abhoul said. He referred to the
establishment of the Permanent National
Committee for preparing reports and fol-
low-up recommendations on human rights
in December 2019, in addition to holding
consultative meetings with civil society

organizations concerned with human
rights before submitting their reports to
contractual committees.

Additionally, Kuwait continued its
unremitting efforts in that field, establish-
ing the National Bureau for Human Rights
in compliance with the UNGA resolution
48/134 regarding national institutions for
the promotion and protection of human
rights, he stated. It is crucial for Kuwait to
implement the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals by integrating these
goals into the country’s development
plans in line with Kuwait Vision 2035,
which includes supporting people’s rights
with special needs and ensuring basic
public services to them, he explained.

Abhoul pointed to the strategy of the
Public Authority for Persons with
Disabilities, which includes four main areas,
namely education, employment, healthcare,
and recreational community activities, aim-
ing to remove obstacles to the inclusion of
people with disabilities in various sectors.
Kuwaiti women established themselves as

an indispensable pillar in building society,
as Kuwait seeks to eliminate any stereo-
typical concept that suggests discrimina-
tion against them, he pointed out.

After Kuwaiti women gained their
political rights to vote and run for office in
2005, they established themselves as an
active element in society that contributes
to political decisionmaking through hold-
ing many leadership positions in succes-
sive governments, Abhoul added. Kuwait
ratified the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supple-
menting the UN Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime under law
no. 5 of 2006, he indicated.

In response to its international obliga-
tions, Kuwait issued law no. 91 of 2013 in the
matter of combating trafficking and smug-
gling of migrants, Abhoul stated. In an effort
to explain the file of missing people in
armed conflicts, Kuwait submitted, during
its membership in the Security Council dur-
ing 2018-19, a draft resolution 2474 regard-

ing those missing, he mentioned.
Accordingly, there are still over 300 people
missing for more than 30 years, their fate
unknown, he pointed out. Kuwait’s efforts

focus on respecting the rule of law, respect-
ing the sovereignty of states, and working
to achieve the goals and principles of the
UN Charter, he concluded. — KUNA 
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State has worked nonstop to adopt many legislations, laws and measures

Kuwait calls for
synergy to fight
human trafficking
VIENNA: Kuwait’s Attorney General Bader Al-
Massad said Thursday his country has met its obliga-
tions under all international conventions, notably the
UN Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime. Since Kuwait joined the conventions under
Act 5 (2006), the law has been a national legislation,
he said in a speech during 11th Conference of the
Parties to the UN Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime. 

As part of the conference, being held in Vienna
online from October 17 to 21, a session was held on
Thursday to discuss an item on international cooper-
ation, with particular emphasis on extradition and
mutual legal assistance. Massad highlighted the
importance of this agenda item in the effort to pre-
vent serious crimes and strengthen the central
authorities. He briefed the conferees on Kuwaiti
experience in the combating cybercrimes through
joining regional accords in this field. 

Kuwait adopted pieces of legislation to criminalize
misuse of the information technology, including tam-
pering with data, money laundering, promotion of
narcotic trade and human trafficking, he pointed out.
In this context, Kuwait adopted Act 63 (2015) against
cybercrimes which criminalized on a national level
unauthorized access to information systems, tamper-

ing with, changing or deleting personal data. “This
legislation also criminalizes initiating websites asso-
ciated with terrorist organizations or with the intent
of committing criminal activity,” he added. 

Massad urged the international community to
scale up cooperation in criminal affairs on the
regional and international levels with a view to com-
bating serious crimes such as misuse of information
technology to instigate or finance criminal acts.
Kuwait supports the committee working on an inter-
national convention against illegitimate uses of elec-
tronic means, he affirmed. The Kuwaiti government
also attaches great importance to combat pollution,
Massad said, adding that Act 42 (2014) on environ-
ment protection stipulates that any infringement on
environment whether soil, air or sea would trigger a
harsh punishment. 

On Wednesday, Kuwait called for global collec-
tive action to combat the alarming spread of crimes
of trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants
and to eliminate all forms and manifestations of this
phenomenon. States also must have their national
strategies to serve as a cornerstone for eliminating
this global phenomenon, Massad said during his
participation in a UN meeting to review the imple-
mentation of the protocol to prevent, suppress and
punish trafficking in persons, especially women and
children.

He stressed that a national strategy would provide
effective mechanisms to ensure optimal implementa-
tion of national laws and coordination between the
competent authorities in the state in dealing with this
problem. Massad pointed out that Kuwait approved
a national strategy for combatting trafficking in per-

sons and smuggling of migrants. This strategy tackled
the different aspects of the problem, notably preven-
tion, protection, building partnerships and internal,
regional and international cooperation. 

In 2013, Kuwait issued law no. 91 on fighting traf-
ficking in persons and smuggling of migrants. The law
criminalizes human trafficking and sets harsh penal-
ties on traffickers and complicit persons, he noted.
Massad added that Kuwait issued this year the
domestic workers law which regulates this profession
and guarantees the rights of workers. He concluded
by saying that the constitution of Kuwait guarantees
freedom of litigation at all levels and degrees without
discrimination and ensures fairness and compensa-

tion for victims of human trafficking crimes.
The United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime, adopted by General
Assembly resolution 55/25 of 15 Nov 2000, is the
main international instrument in the fight against
transnational organized crime. The convention is fur-
ther supplemented by three protocols, which target
specific areas and manifestations of organized crime:
The protocol to prevent, suppress and punish traf-
ficking in persons, especially women and children;
the protocol against the smuggling of migrants by
land, sea and air; and the protocol against the illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition. —KUNA
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ILO thanks Kuwait
for supporting
its programs
GENEVA: The International Labor Organization
(ILO) Director General Gilbert Houngbo has thanked
Kuwait for supporting the ILO efforts and activities,
especially in Arab countries and most notably its
employment program in the Palestinian territories.
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations and other international organizations in
Geneva Ambassador Nasser Al-Hain told KUNA that
this expression of gratitude was made by Houngbo
during a meeting with him on Wednesday. 

During the meeting, Hain assured the ILO chief
that HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, out of deep

belief in human rights, are eager to cooperate with
the international community and back all efforts and
activities aiming to preserve workers’ rights. He
asserted that Kuwait is keen to have distinguished
relations with the United Nations and other interna-
tional organizations. 

Kuwait highly appreciates the UN organizations’
pivotal role in many important dossiers such as health,
migration, asylum, work, humanitarian issues, labor
rights and international trade, Ambassador Hain said.
Hain noted that Kuwait, driven by its principles, works
side by side with peace-loving countries to find
peaceful solutions to international crises and achieve
the United Nations sustainable development goals.

The Kuwaiti envoy argued that supporting UN
organizations now is more required than ever due to
the huge challenges the world is facing: notably the
climate change, repercussions of the coronavirus
pandemic and the war in Ukraine. These challenges
have implications on all countries, which necessitates
intense efforts from the United Nations organizations
to overcome them, he added. — KUNA

Minister stresses
youth role in
NCCAL strategy
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Information and
Culture, State Minister for Youth Affairs and Head
of National Council for Culture, Arts and Literature
(NCCAL) Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi stated Thursday
that Kuwait is packed with ambitious youngsters
with energy vital to ensure success of NCCAL’s
strategic plan. When heading the strategy’s team
meeting, Mutairi stressed the necessity of empow-
ering youth, providing them with necessary sup-
port, via enabling participation in cultural process
and enriching their experiences with training and
constant development.

During the meeting, attended by NCCAL’s
Acting Secretary-General Essa Al-Ansari, Mutairi
underscored the importance of drawing a clear
roadmap to be followed, so that proposed ideas are
filtered accordingly. He further stressed the execu-
tion of these ideas, and working in an accelerated
professional and transparent manner. On his part,
Ansari explained in a press statement, that a visual
show was put on by strategy team to display the
project’s latest developments, its journey and mech-
anism. It also handled the strategy’s main axes and
provided a defined visualization of its three-phase
methodology of planning, discussion and interna-
tional experiences.

Ansari added that the strategy’s main objectives
include supporting culture, arts and literature, stimu-
lating intellectual production, safeguarding heritage,
cementing connections with Arab and international
cultural bodies, and creating a sustainable and stimu-
lating cultural developmental environment. — KUNA 
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