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KUWAIT: Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences and Kuwait Aid
Network organized on Wednesday a panel discus-
sion on climate change and the quality of life in
Kuwait. “Countries around the world have commit-
ted to reducing their carbon emissions and limit
their effect on climate change. In Kuwait, we can
no longer ignore its effects. As a country, we have
already experienced its effects on our coastal set-
tlements,” Municipal Councilmember Sharifa Al-
Shalfan said.

“Another effect is that Kuwait is now experienc-
ing heavy rains during a short period of time,
which places a large strain on the infrastructure,
especially our rainwater drainage systems. We
need to think of using porous materials that
absorb water to alleviate the stress on infrastruc-
ture. It is also important to reuse the excess water,
especially with our hot and arid climate,” she
pointed out.

“Our urban plan must prioritize its effect on the
environment in terms of where we allocate resi-
dential and commercial areas, and how we link
them through transport. The trick is to minimize
transport distance and introduce multiple modes of

transport alongside cars, such as an efficient pub-
lic transport network, bike lanes and walkable
streets,” Shalfan said, stressing on the importance
of prioritizing the quality of life of everyone living
in Kuwait. “We hope to focus on green areas, bet-
ter playgrounds for children and walkable streets.” 

Shalfan also aims to include green building con-
cepts to limit the effect of the construction indus-
try on climate change and at the same time to save
natural resources. She indicated that sand and dust
storms are strongly related to climate change. “We
must work together to tackle dust storms engulfing
Kuwait. These dust storms are over certain areas,
and we have to study this phenomenon to avoid
building in those areas,” she added.

Samia Al-Duaij, Sustainable Living Co-Founder,
said climate change is no longer a problem that
will happen in the future. “Rather, it is a problem
we are dealing with now and it is happening now.
Its effects are repeated and worse than at any time
in human history. Natural disasters are not a new
phenomenon; it’s just that their intensity, severity
and frequency that are causing alarm,” she said.

“Locally, we all witnessed the intense and
insane dust storms this year. Days of almost zero
visibility on our roads, followed by a countrywide
sauna in July when temperatures hit 52 C accom-

panied by extreme humidity. Hospital admissions
went up during the summer from a combination of
heat stress and respiratory ailments. The tempera-
tures in Kuwait have increased by 1.8 C in the last
50 years; it is significantly higher than the global
average,” Duaij pointed out.

She added that water scarcity and droughts in
neighboring countries are exacerbating dust
storms and causing untold misery to millions of
people in the region, stressing the need for serious
action to resolve climate change, which requires a
change in the complete overall current system and
way of life to change it for the sake of future gener-
ations. “The alarm bells are deafening, and the evi-
dence is irrefutable. It is an all-encompassing
threat to health, agriculture, food security, water
supply, transportation, energy and ecosystems.
Non-Kuwaitis are at very high risk of death from
increasingly hot temperatures. It is expected that
the health disparity between citizens and non-citi-
zens in Kuwait is set to widen as temperatures con-
tinue to rise because of climate change,” she noted.

Duaij shared her positive view on how youth in
Kuwait, activists, innovators, green entrepreneurs,
large corporations, policymakers and local com-
munities around the world are taking action. “More
businesses and politicians are answering the call of

climate activists, and perhaps most inspiringly, the
cause is now being spearheaded by an amazing
and united generation of young people across the
world. And the youth of Kuwait are no different.
The recent proliferation of environmental NGOs,
activists, specialists, businesses and events like this
makes me optimistic for the future and should give
all of us hope,” she said.

Duaij expressed joy over Arab countries’ par-
ticipation in climate change conferences. “The
selection of Egypt and the UAE to host the UN
climate conference COP27 and COP28 in the
next two years is expected to kickstart clean
energy initiatives, sustainability drives, and bet-
ter adaptation policies to ensure Arab countries
have the res i l ience to face the expected
impacts,” she added.

During the conference, experts discussed cli-
mate change from the perspective of challenges to
infrastructure systems and its impacts, challenges
and policies. In the second panel, experts discussed
water scarcity and sustainability, resources, indus-
tries, grassroots and planning. In the third session,
they spoke about the quality of life in Kuwait,
rights, health and urban development. The panel
included topics about socioeconomic effects,
health and well-being, justice and urbanism.
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Experts warn Kuwait can no longer
ignore effects of climate change

Water scarcity and droughts in neighboring countries are exacerbating dust storms

Information minister
congratulates KJA
chief on FAJ VP post
KUWAIT/CAIRO: Kuwait ’s  Minister of
Information and Culture and State Minister for
Youth Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi on Wednesday
congratulated Kuwait Journalists Association
Chairman Adnan Al-Rashed on his election as
Vice President of  the Federat ion of  Arab
Journalists. The minister regarded the move a
result of the distinction and high reputation of
Kuwaiti journalism in the Arab region. 

Information Ministry spokesman Anwar Murad
said Mutairi congratulated Rashed, saying this
selection reflects the appreciation for Kuwaiti
press and its freedom of expression, professional
credibility and moral responsibility. The minister
wished the Federation of Arab Journalists success
in serving Arab journalists and supporting free-
dom of expression and objectivity. The selection
came at FAJ talks held in Cairo under the aus-
pices of Egyptian President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi,
amid the participation of unions, organizations
and press associations representing 18 Arab
countries.

The closing statement of  the conference
announced the following: In view of the heinous
crime the Zionist enemy committed, proving the
criminal identity of this enemy, through the assas-
sination of journalist and Palestinian hero Shireen
Abu Akleh, the general conference of Arab jour-
nalists decided to name this round after Martyr
Shireen Abu Akleh, in recognition of Arab jour-
nalists and the major roles of this martyr, which
she performed professionally and with courage.

This also condemns this crime and declares
amazement at the lack of ability by the interna-
tional community to open a transparent and inde-
pendent investigation into this heinous crime and
announce a punishment for it. The general confer-
ence of Arab journalists renews its support of the
measure taken by Palest inian Journal ists
Syndicate by f i l ing a complaint  at  the
International Criminal Court and demanding its
quick activation as soon as possible. It also sup-
ports the Arab League decision which designated
an Arab day for journalism to immortalize the
yearly anniversary of the assassination of Martyr
Shireen Abu Akleh.

The conference confirms that at free Arab
journalists stand with the Palestinian people, who
are facing one of the most dangerous forms of
colonialization in the entire history of humanity,
while facing the most ugly tyranny, killing, tor-
ture, imprisonment, kidnapping and land confis-
cation with clear collusion by international pow-
ers and international community that has double
standards in dealing with international issues and
grave violation of human rights around the world.

The federation declares its solidarity with
Palestinian colleagues led by their fighting syndi-
cate (Palestinian Journalists Syndicate) and
expresses its readiness to present all forms of
support. It also announces its decision to com-
mission a committee to prepare an integrated
work program to materialize this support. The
conference renews its absolute solidarity with
Yemeni journalists who are targeted by killing,

kidnapping or impris-
oned without trials, and
calls for an immediate
halt of such practices
and free all jailed jour-
nalists.

The 14th General
Conference of  the
Federat ion of  Arab
Journalists renews its
affirmation that there is
no talk about facing
social , pol i t ical  and
economic major chal-

lenges the Arab nation is going through without
true journalistic freedom, guarantee of journalists’
safety and safeguarding their dignity. It also calls
to allow Arab media to carry out its role in full to
convey news and information, analyses and
expose corruption, and that there should be true
paths for societal dialogue which reflects plural-
ism, differences and diversity.

Arab journalists are aware the Arab nation is
under dangerous targeting by some international
powers that use freedom of media as means of
pressure and blackmail to impose the fulfillment
of its economic and geostrategic interests, and
for sure the sudden focus by some international
media and some organizations on certain Arab
countries under the current circumstances reveals
malicious intentions that are not related to
declared goals. 

So as much as FAJ defends freedom of journal-
ism, expression and publication in their countries
and their continued readiness to face all form of
encroaching on it, it also defends the national
interests of Arab countries and peoples, and the
independence of national decisions in Arab coun-
tries, and rejects all forms of pressure and black-
mail. So, it confirms its total awareness of the new
colonialization policy of some parties on behalf of
imperialist powers that aim at dividing some Arab
countries, as the case is in Syria, Yemen, Libya,
Sudan and Somalia.

The 14th conference of FAJ affirms its rejec-
tion to all foreign interference in these countries,
and its defense of the unity of Syria, Yemen,
Libya and Somalia, and declares its total support
for the self-rule initiative that Morocco proposed
to guarantee a just and permanent solution for
the artificial dispute in Western Sahara. It also
announces its absolute support for the Egyptian
and Sudanese people in their legitimate right to
preserve their water security with regards to the
dispute Ethiopia instigated, with a foreign plan
that seeks to weaken these two countries. It also
demands an end to all forms of occupation of
Syrian lands.

On the other hand, the Federation of Arab
Journalists admits the importance and danger of
the deep changes the media and communications
sector is under, which was accompanied by a rise
in demand for media production that is character-
ized with triviality, which brings up major chal-
lenges that demand deep reforms.

The Federation of Arab Journalists distinguish-
es between freedom of expression and publica-
tion, which must be sacred and protected by law,
and practices that instill public repulsion against
this freedom itself, because encroachment on
people’s honor and society values will give legiti-
macy to make citizens become enemies of this
freedom.

Adnan Al-Rashed

PAM chief receives
Tunisian ambassador
KUWAIT: Acting Manager of the Public Authority
of Manpower Mubarak Al-Azmi received Tunisian
Ambassador to Kuwait Al-Hashemi Ajili and his
team. Azmi praised the Kuwaiti-Tunisian relation-
ship and the climate of brotherhood and shared
trust, which the authority aims to strengthen, as he
praised the Tunisian people’s high work ethic.

The meeting involved searching for cooperative
procedures to bring Tunisian workers to Kuwait.
Azmi said the work market in the country brings in

workers as needed for the service of the country,
adding the authority exerts great effort to develop
the procedures to bringing in skilled workers to
serve development and the Kuwaiti economy, which
in turn will benefit the workers and their countries.
“The main role of the authority is to provide legal
protection and the transfer system to ensure a right
work environment which gives all workers their
rights,” Azmi added.

Ambassador Ajili expressed his appreciation to
Kuwait for the welcome reception of Tunisian work-
ers and stressed the importance of improving coop-
eration between the two countries economically in a
coordinated manner between PAM and the Tunisian
Embassy to successfully bring in Tunisian workers.

KUWAIT: Acting Manager of the Public Authority of Manpower Mubarak Al-Azmi holds a meeting with Tunisian
Ambassador to Kuwait Al-Hashemi Ajili.

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Women and Children’s Affairs Mai Al-Baghli visits the social care and
shelter department.

Ambassador of Japan
congratulates 
Kuwaiti leadership
By Morino Yasunari

KUWAIT: On behalf of the government and
people of Japan, I present my heartfelt congratu-
lations to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah, the
government and people
of Kuwait on the com-
mencement of the 17th
legislative term of the
National Assembly.

I’m looking forward
to deepening the
friendship between
Japan and Kuwait, and
enhancing our relation-
ship to a higher level in
all fields. Wishing

Kuwait peace and prosperity with the new gov-
ernment under the wise leadership of His
Highness the Amir.

Morino Yasunari

Social affairs
minister visits
departments
KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Women and
Children’s Affairs Mai Al-Baghli has started inspec-
tion visits of various departments in the ministry,
starting with the social care and shelter department.
The minister assured she will review all the depart-
ment’s needs and make up for anything missing in the
support of social responsibility and the rights of all
involved in social and family care services.

She also promised to support all needs of shelter
homes of all kinds. “The staff’s role in care shelters is
evident and must be supported more in order to
upgrade the level of services,” Baghli said. “We will
aim to support the rights of women and children in
this new phase, as we will announce a strategy that
can help achieve all ambitions that will advance the
country on a regional and global level,” she added.

“The development of work starts with adherence
to instructions of the political leadership, as well as
the observations of the Cabinet regarding improving
work and development of services needed by citi-
zens in family, social and shelter aid,” Baghli pointed

out. The minister mentioned that she issued instruc-
tions in a meeting with leaders of the ministry to
work hand in hand to improve the quality of perform-
ance and apply a wide governmental system to
upgrade advanced services for citizens to make
things easier for them as part of Kuwait’s 2035 vision.


