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Iran schoolgirl dies after  
beating by security forces

NICOSIA, Cyprus: A 15-year-old Iranian girl 
died last week after being beaten during a raid by 
the security forces on her school, a teachers’ union 
said, urging the authorities to stop killing “inno-
cent” protesters. 

Asra Panahi died on October 13, after “plain-
clothes officers attacked” Shahed High School in 
the northwestern city of Ardabil, the Co-ordinat-
ing Council of Teachers Syndicates said. The 
pupils had been taken into town for an “ideologi-
cal event” at a spot known to be a centre for 
protests sparked by Mahsa Amini’s death in the 
custody of Iran’s notorious morality police. 

Some pupils, who started “chanting slogans 
against discrimination and inequality”, were “sub-
jected to violence and insults by plainclothes and 
veiled women”, the union said. After being 
returned to school, they were beaten again, it said 
in a statement issued on Monday. 

“After that one of the pupils named Asra Panahi 
unfortunately passed away in hospital and a num-
ber of students were arrested,” it said, adding the 
beating left another pupil in a coma. State televi-
sion later aired an interview with her uncle in 
which he said she died of heart failure. 

Ardabil’s parliamentary representative, Kazem 
Mousavi, was quoted as saying she had “commit-
ted suicide by swallowing pills” in a report by the 
Didban Iran website. Those accounts raised the ire 
of retired Iranian football star Ali Daei, who hails 
from Ardabil and has run into trouble with the 
authorities over his support for the Amini protests. 

In a post to his 10 million Instagram followers, 
Daei said he did not believe Panahi had died of 

heart failure and dismissed as “rumours” the MP’s 
claim that she had taken her own life. The death of 
the 22-year-old Amini, after her arrest for alleged-
ly breaching Iran’s strict dress code for women, 
has fuelled the biggest protests seen in the coun-
try for years. 

In its statement issued on Tuesday, the teach-
ers’ union slammed the school’s decision to get 
pupils involved in the “ideological event” without 
the consent of their parents. “The council calls on 
the system and military and security forces to stop 
their transgressions against schools,” it said. 

“This council also calls on the system to stop 
the killing of innocent people and defenceless 
protesters.” In response to Daei’s Instagram post, 
the judiciary’s Mizan Online website rejected his 
version of events as “fake news”. 

“If Mr Daei has any proof regarding the claims 
made about the death of the girl pupil in Ardabil, 
he is expected to present them to the related offi-
cials as soon as possible and to follow up on 
them,” it said. A coalition of human rights groups, 
including Amnesty International, said on Monday 
that the security forces’ crackdown on the Amini 
protests has killed at least 23 identified children.  

Meanwhile, lawyers for Mahsa Amini’s family 
have rejected an official Iranian medical report 
that found her death was not caused by beatings, 
they said in comments published on Thursday. 
Amini, 22, died on September 16, three days after 
falling into a coma following her arrest in Tehran 
by the morality police for allegedly breaching the 
Islamic republic’s strict dress code for women. 

Three days after her death, Amini’s father 

Amjad, told Iran’s Fars news agency that she had 
been in “perfect health”. In its report published on 
October 7, Iran’s Forensic Organization said her 
death “was not caused by blows to the head and 
vital organs and limbs of the body”. 

“The lawyers rejected the forensic doctor’s 

report in their statement of defence,” one of the 
lawyers acting for the parents, Saleh Nikbakht, 
told Etemad newspaper. The parents called for 
“the re-examination of the cause of death by 
another commission in the presence of doctors” 
who are confidants to the Amini family. —AFP 

Lebanon fails  
for third time to 
elect president 

 
BEIRUT, Lebanon: Lebanon’s parliament failed 
Thursday for a third time to elect a successor to 
President Michel Aoun, stoking fears of a politi-
cal vacuum after his mandate expires at the end 
of the month. 

Parliament speaker Nabih Berri called for 
another vote on Monday in the hope of overcom-
ing long-running discord between political fac-
tions in crisis-hit Lebanon, already governed by a 
caretaker cabinet. 

Lawmaker Michel Moawad, son of former pres-
ident Rene Moawad, emerged as a frontrunner 
when parliament first convened to vote on a new 
president last month, with lawmakers opposed to 
the powerful Iran-backed Hezbollah movement 
backing his candidacy. 

But the 42 votes he received in Thursday’s 
session fell well short of the 65 needed for elec-
tion in the second round of voting. A total of 119 
lawmakers from Lebanon’s 128-seat parliament 
attended the session, but  quorum was lost 
before a second round could be held after some 
lawmakers walked out. 

Fifty-five lawmakers cast blank ballots. “We 
are still working on uniting the ranks of the 
opposition,” lawmaker Samy Gemayel, who has 
backed Moawad’s candidacy, told reporters 

after the session. 
“We are facing difficulties, but I hope that as 

the October 31 deadline approaches everyone will 
join forces.” Hezbollah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah 
told reporters before the vote that “there is no 
consensus and no comprehensive dialogue 
between the different blocs.” 

Under Lebanon’s longstanding confessional 
power-sharing system, the presidency is reserved 
for a Maronite Christian. Aoun was elected in 
2016 after a more than two-year vacancy at the 
presidential palace as lawmakers made 45 failed 
attempts to reach consensus on a candidate. 

The political deadlock has also scuppered 
efforts to form a new government since the out-
going cabinet’s mandate expired in May, despite 
the country being gripped by its worst-ever 
financial crisis. —AFP 

‘Inhuman conditions’  
in new Egypt jail 

 
BEIRUT: One of Egypt’s newest prisons, pre-
sented as a model by authorities, has only 
replicated “cruel and inhuman conditions” in 
facilities previously used to house political 
opponents , Amnesty Internat ional  sa id 
Thursday. 

Amnesty secretary genera l  Agnes 
Callamard accused the Egyptian government 
of seeking to conceal the “awful reality” of its 
treatment of prisoners,including dissidents, as 
i t  prepares to host world leaders for the 
COP27 UN climate change conference next 
month. 

“The Badr prison complex opened to great 
fanfare by the authorities, as if the new facility 
signified an improvement to Egypt’s human 
rights record. Instead, prisoners are facing the 
same human r ights  v io lat ions  that  have 
repeatedly  b l ighted o lder  inst i tut ions ,” 
Callamard said. 

Recorded violations-gathered from prison-
ers’ relatives or lawyers-included lack of 
access to sufficient food, clothing and books, 
inadequate medical care, and bans on family 
visits. According to the London-based watch-
dog, there has been at least one death since 
prisoners began being transferred to the new 
prison earlier this year. El-Sayed al-Sayfi, 61, 

died on October 5, within days of his transfer. 
The Badr prison, some 70 kilometres (45 

miles) east of Cairo, was opened in October 
last  year  a long with the Wadi  a l-Natrun 
Reform and Rehabil i tat ion Centre, where 
jailed Egyptian-British activist Alaa Abdel 
Fattah completed 200 days on hunger strike 
this week. 

Egyptian officials insist the new facilities 
are a massive step forward. Critics charge 
they are an attempt to whitewash the govern-
ment’s treatment of its 60,000 political pris-
oners as the climate change conference puts it 
in the international spotlight. 

“Ahead of COP27, Egypt’s PR machine is 
operating on all cylinders to conceal the awful 
reality in the country’s jails, where prisoners 
held for political reasons are languishing in 
horrific conditions,” Callamard said. 

“But no amount of PR can hide the coun-
try ’s  abysmal  human r ights  record that 
demands real reform from the government.” 
Cairo has faced frequent  cr i t ic ism of  i ts 
human rights record since then military chief, 
now President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi ousted his 
Islamist predecessor Mohamed Morsi in 2013 
and launched a crackdown that first targeted 
Islamists before widening to curtail all public 
space for dissent. 

Advocacy groups say there are now about 
60,000 political prisoners in Egypt, many of 
them held in brutal  condit ions and over-
crowded cells.  —AFP

Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun

CAIRO: A person in Cairo looks on October 20, 2022 at a tweet about the reported death of 15-year-old Iranian girl 
Asra Panahi. The 15-year-old Iranian girl died last week after being beaten during a raid by the security forces on her 
school, a teachers’ union said. —AFP
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 “Time to come back,” trade minister James 

Duddridge, Johnson’s former parliamentary aide, 
tweeted with the hashtag #bringbackboris. “Few 
issues at the office that need addressing.” Another 
potential runner is senior cabinet member Penny 
Mordaunt, who narrowly failed to make the Truss-
Sunak runoff this summer.  

The end for Truss came after a key minister 
resigned and many Tory MPs rebelled over an 
important vote in chaotic scenes at the House of 
Commons late Wednesday. By Thursday morning, 
more than a dozen Conservative MPs had publicly 
urged Truss to resign, after her tax-cutting plans 
caused a market meltdown during an already severe 
cost-of-living crisis. Many more were reported to 
have submitted letters to Brady calling for Truss to 
be removed, although party rules would have forbid-
den another leadership campaign for 12 months. 

“The prime minister acknowledges yesterday was 
a difficult day and she recognizes the public wanted 
to see the government focusing less on politics and 
more on delivering their priorities,” her official 
spokesman told reporters. Barely two hours later, 
she quit, and will fall well short of Tory predecessor 
George Canning who served 118 days as prime min-
ister in 1827 before dying in office. 

Amid Russia’s war in Ukraine and growing eco-

nomic problems, Britain’s allies have been observing 
the tumult with concern, with political instability 
recurrent since the country voted in 2016 to quit the 
European Union. US President Joe Biden vowed to 
“continue our close cooperation with the UK gov-
ernment” on shared challenges including Ukraine. “It 
is important that Great Britain regains political sta-
bility very quickly, and that is all I wish,” French 
President Emmanuel Macron said. 

Irish premier Micheal Martin said the need to 
resolve post-Brexit tensions in Northern Ireland was 
“ever more urgent” under Truss’s successor. For its 
part, the Russian foreign ministry said Britain has 
“never known such a disgrace as prime minister”. 
Events reached a head after what right-wing tabloid 
The Sun called “a day of extraordinary mayhem” on 
Wednesday. — AFP 

British PM 
Truss quits...
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in the West Bank for nearly seven years, accord-

ing to the United Nations. Tamimi was killed by a 
security guard after wounding another when he 

fired at the entrance to Maale Adumim, one of the 
largest Jewish settlements in the West Bank, Zionist 
police said. 

The 10-day pursuit of Tamimi had resulted in 
closures affecting schools, health centers and oth-
er services in the camp that is home to thousands, 
and clashes between Zionist forces and 
Palestinians. While on the run, he acquired folk 
hero status among some Palestinians, including 
young men who shaved their heads to mimic his 
look. — AFP 

Strike after 
Palestinian...

PITTSBURGH: US President Joe Biden touted the 
rebirth of American infrastructure and manufacturing 
Thursday in a Pennsylvania trip aimed at boosting 
Senate hopeful John Fetterman, whose closely watched 
race could be key to avoiding a Democratic wipeout in 
the midterms. Biden touched down first in Pittsburgh, 
where he plugged his signature infrastructure package 
with a tour of a newly repaired bridge, ahead of an 
evening fundraiser with Fetterman in Philadelphia. 

The national spending spree that Biden’s Democrats 
got through the divided Congress is “the most signifi-
cant investment” in US history, Biden said on a 
makeshift podium at the edge of Fern Hollow Bridge, 
which collapsed eight months ago on a day that Biden 
happened to be visiting. Now, it has now almost been 
rebuilt, serving as a poster child for the White House’s 
policies. 

“There’s no better place to talk about rebuilding the 
backbone of America, the middle class,” Biden said. “I 
want you to feel the way I do - pride, pride in what we 
can do when we work together,” he said, referring to the 
pieces of heavy construction equipment lined up around 
the build. The speech aimed to buoy Democrats in the 
final run-up to the midterms in three weeks, with 
Fetterman in one of the key races to holding the Senate. 

Fetterman, who greeted Biden on the tarmac in 
Pittsburgh, is known for his multiple tattoos and a love 
of hoodies and cargo shorts. He was once a runaway 
favorite in the battle against Republican candidate 
Mehmet Oz, a celebrity TV doctor - but the race has 
tightened, reflecting sinking Democratic hopes of main-
taining the party’s already fragile control of Congress. 

The Democrat suffered a stroke in May and the Oz 
campaign has made his health a major campaign issue, 
arguing he is medically unfit for office. Fetterman’s doc-
tor released a letter this week stating that he could work 
“full duty” in public office. Fetterman’s performance will 
be scrutinized for any signs of physical or cognitive 
weakness when the two candidates meet for a debate 
Oct 25. The latest average of polls shows Fetterman’s 

nearly 11-point lead in mid-September whittled down to 
about five points. 

With Biden hampered by approval ratings in the low 
40 percent range, some campaigning Democratic candi-
dates have even asked him to keep away. He has avoided 
large-scale rallies in favor of smaller policy announce-
ments that he hopes can shift the momentum. Just this 
week, Biden gave speeches vowing to protect abortion 
access and explaining his attempts to tamp down high 
energy costs. 

But three weeks from voting day, Americans appear 
to be veering toward the Republican message that 
Democrats are failing on the economy. That raises the 
likelihood of Republicans taking control of at least the 
House and quite possibly the Senate - ushering in two 
years of political trench warfare for the White House. 
Even just the House would give the increasingly far-
right Republican Party the ability to shut down Biden’s 
agenda and - as prominent figures are already threaten-
ing - attempt impeachment. 

A New York Times/Siena poll this week showed that, 
of likely voters, 26 percent named worries over the 
economy as their top issue, while 18 percent listed infla-
tion, at its highest rate in four decades. Even on issues 
where Biden feels he has a winning hand, there are lim-
its. During his impassioned speech on abortion, the 
president tapped into widespread anger over the 
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the half-century-
old Roe v Wade ruling that enshrined national abortion 
rights. Predicting a revolt by women voters at the ballot 
box, Biden said Republicans “ain’t seen nothing yet”. But 
the Siena poll showed just five percent of likely voters 
named abortion as their top issue. — AFP 

Biden campaigns 
in Pennsylvania 
as midterms near

PITTSBURGH: US President Joe Biden greets a car-
penter as he arrives to speaks about rebuilding the 
nation’s infrastructure at the Fern Hallow Bridge on 
Oct 20, 2022. — AFP  

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss and her 
husband Hugh O’Leary go inside 10 Downing Street 
on Oct 20, 2022 following a statement to announce 
her resignation. — AFP 


