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The son of Afrobeat legend Fela
Kuti spoke of his father’s bravery
in using “music as a weapon”

ahead of an immersive exhibition open-
ing at the Paris Philharmonic on
Thursday. “Instead of picking up a gun,
music was the only tool he had. It was a
weapon to use against authority, against
colonisation and corrupt African govern-
ments,” said Femi Kuti, 60, himself a
hugely successful musician. The Paris
Philharmonic is paying homage to Fela
Kuti by recreating the atmosphere of his
sweaty, politically-charged nightclub in
Nigeria, The Shrine, that became a bea-
con for global stars in the 1970s includ-
ing Stevie Wonder and Paul McCartney.

Kuti died from AIDS complications in
1997, but his pioneering work remains
as potent as ever, frequently cited by
today’s stars such as or Flea from Red
Hot Chili Peppers, or Beyonce and Jay-
Z who sampled his hit “Zombie” on
“Homecoming Live”. “I’m not surprised.
Great people like Miles Davis already
talked about Fela,” said Femi Kuti of his
father’s continued popularity. “Afrobeat
was the basic element of hip-hop, it’s
where hip-hop got its sauce from.”

Fela’s politics have also remained
potent. “When we started working on

this exhibition project, the Black Lives
Matter movement emerged and Fela’s
fight in the 70s and 80s found reso-
nance there,” said Alexandre Girard-
Muscagorry, one of the curators of the
immersive exhibition. Kuti was harassed
throughout much of his life by the mili-
tary authorities in Nigeria for his relent-

less criticism of their corruption and vio-
lent misrule. There was a particularly
vicious reaction after he refused to take
part in an official music festival in 1977,
instead organizing a parallel event that
became much more popular and attract-
ed international stars including Stevie
Wonder.

‘Out of Africa’ 
Soldiers responded to his counter-

festival by burning down his home and
pushing his mother out of a first-floor
window, causing injuries which led to
her death a year later, Femi Kuti said.
“He was a voice for the voiceless, the
only opponent who was brave enough
to tackle the hardcore military dictators
at that time and he paid a very high
price,” said Femi Kuti.

But it was ultimately the genius of
his music that made him so popular,
creating something entirely new with
its mix of free-jazz, soul, funk and
Yoruba. McCartney was one of many
inspired to come to The Shrine in
Lagos, where he recorded his album
“Band on the Run”. “Fela came out of
Africa with this incredible sound that
caught the ears of everybody,” said
his son. “To use this music as a politi-
ca l  weapon and message -  that
caught the attention of the world and
especially France, maybe because of
the connect ion to i ts  own rebel-
lions.”— AFP 

Hackers threaten 
to release Aussie 
celebs’ health data

Hackers have threatened to leak
the stolen health data of 1,000
famous Australians in a cyber-

security incident described by the
government on Thursday as a “huge
wake-up call”. Medibank, one of
Australia’s largest private health
insurers, said Thursday that the hack-
ers were claiming to have stolen 200
gigabytes of data.

“The criminal has provided a sam-
ple of records for 100 policies,” it said
in a statement to the Australian stock
market. “This claims data includes the
location of where a customer
received medical services, and codes
relating to their diagnosis and proce-
dures.” The insurer announced a
trading halt as details of the hack
emerged on Wednesday morning.
The hackers threatened to leak or sell
the data, starting with 1,000 high-pro-
file Australians, unless Medibank paid
a ransom. The personal information
of some nine million Australians -
almost a third of the population - was
exposed last month in a hack target-
ing telecoms company Optus. The
Optus hack was one of largest data
breaches in Australian history. —AFP

How gaming firm 
mashed ‘Rabbids’ 
into ‘Mario’ world

It took 300 staff working in five cities
about five years, but the second edi-
tion of one of the most ambitious

mash-ups in video games is set to arrive
on Thursday- “Mario + Rabbids: Sparks
of Hope”. The game merges Nintendo’s
Mario, the Italian plumber who has giv-
en his name to an entire universe of
games, with Ubisoft’s Rabbids, a series
focused on the adventures of a species
of screeching, hyperactive rabbit-like
animals.

Nintendo, like other media companies,
is highly protective of its creations. Only
fellow Japanese studio Sega has been
entrusted with characters from “Mario”
before, for special editions games cele-
brating the Olympic Games where they
compete with “Sonic the Hedgehog”.
“Nintendo told us very early on: ‘This is
your game, this is your vision, we respect
it,’” Ubisoft’s Xavier Manzanares, who is
overseeing the new game’s development,
told AFP. “That’s where it’s interesting, so
we had real creativity, really interesting
room for manoeuvre.”

The first game in the series, “Mario +
Rabbids: Kingdom Battle”, has garnered
more than 10 million players since its
release in 2017, said Manzanares. “I don’t
think we would have bet on that in 2017,”
he said. “It attracted a lot of attention
because there are not many brands that
do a pair-up with ‘Mario’, that’s for sure.”

A history of mash-ups 
The idea of fictional universes colliding-

characters from one popping up in anoth-
er-is far more developed in cinema fran-
chises and comic books than in video

games. Superheroes, for example, have a
long history of showing up in a rival’s sto-
rylines. In video games, Nintendo has cre-
ated mash-ups featuring its own charac-
ters, like the “Super Smash Bros” series
that brought together the likes of Pikachu,
Donkey Kong and others. Occasionally
two studios join forces, like in the
“Kingdom Hearts” series, which matched
up “Final Fantasy” of the Japanese pub-
lisher Square Enix with characters owned
by Disney.

This is much closer to the idea of
Spiderman and Superman walking into
each other’s storylines, as happened in
1970s crossover comics and many times
since. Julien Pillot, an economist special-
izing in cultural industries, told AFP this
kind of collaboration in video games was
rare and tricky to pull off. Issues of rights
and royalties cause headaches, he said,
and the studio loaning its characters is
likely to make onerous demands to
ensure its brand is protected.

‘New universes’ 
Ubisoft, though, said it had been given

real leeway, even to create new crossover
characters in the form of “Sparks”. They
are star-shaped creatures combining
“Rabbids” with “Lumas”, characters from
the game “Super Mario Galaxy”. “For us, it
was important not to have ‘Rabbids’ on
one side and ‘Mario’ on the other in two
separate silos,” said Manzanares.

He said the aim was to “really to create
a new universe with both”. The French
firm’s developers have been working
across two principal locations in Milan and
Paris with support from other studios in
China, India and Montpellier in southern
France. Manzanares played down the
challenges involved in such a creative
endeavor being carried out across so
many locations. “We’ve been working like
this for a long time, whether it’s on the
games ‘Far Cry’, ‘Assassin’s Creed’ or
‘Just Dance’,” he said.—AFP

Robotic suit gives 
paralyzed children 
a gift of walking

Wearing a robotic exoskeleton
designed specially for children,
an eight-year-old boy with cere-

bral palsy walked through a therapy room
in Mexico City, smiling triumphantly at the
once-unthinkable feat. David Zabala uses
a wheelchair due to his neurological con-
dition, which also left him deaf and reliant
on sign language. But thanks to the Atlas
2030 exoskeleton, which won its creator a
European Inventor Award this year, he
was able to walk and stand in front of a
mirror where he drew smiling faces with
colored marker pens.

“He’s taking his first steps. That’s a joy
for him,” said the boy’s mother,
Guadalupe Cardoso, 41. “At first it scared
him and his hands were very tense, and
now I see that he’s already holding the
marker pen and starting to draw or (play
with) the ball,” Cardoso added. It makes
the exhausting, near two-hour journey
from their home in the south of Mexico City to the therapy center totally worth it,

she said.
The exoskeleton was designed by

Spanish professor Elena Garcia Armada
to enable children who use wheelchairs to
walk during muscle rehabilitation therapy.
The mechanical joints of the battery-pow-
ered titanium suit adapt intelligently to the
motion of each child, according to the
European Patent Office, which presented
Garcia with the European Inventor Award.
Giving paralyzed children the opportunity
to walk “not only extends their life
expectancy and enhances their physical
well-being, but also improves their self-
esteem,” it said.

‘Changing lives’ 
Mexico is the third country, after Spain

and France, where the Atlas 2030 has
been used to treat children. The suit helps
“to achieve in record time rehabilitation
goals” that would take months to achieve
with conventional therapies, said
Guadalupe Maldonado, director of
Mexico’s Association for People with
Cerebral Palsy.

The benefits include muscle strength-
ening, improvement of the digestive and
respiratory systems and-above all-a major
mood boost, Maldonado said. The private
organization, founded in 1970, has
already seen positive results two weeks
after acquiring its first exoskeleton, she
said. A second device, worth around
$250,000, is due to arrive in Mexico City
next month.

The association’s initial goal is to offer
rehabilitation to about 200 children with
cerebral palsy. “We want to continue
working and empowering, so that more
children in the city and the country have
access to this type of rehabilitation... that
radically changes their lives,” Maldonado
said. The sessions also give joy to the
therapists, who carefully fit the exoskele-
ton using its special corset, cuff and
shoes and celebrate the children’s
progress with smiles and applause. “It
motivates us a lot as therapists that we
will be able to achieve many things in the
future,” said Arturo Palafox, 28.— AFP 

Nintendo co-Representative Director and Creative Fellow Shigeru Miyamoto (left) and Ubisoft
Co-founder and CEO Yves Guillemot talk about ‘Mario Rabbids Kingdom Battle’ on stage dur-
ing the Ubisoft E3 conference at the Orpheum Theater in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

Grant Kirkhope, Music Composer, performs music for Mario + Rabbids Kingdom Battle Donkey Kong
DLC during the Ubisoft E3 conference at the Orpheum Theater in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 

Nigerian musician Femi Kuti, son of legendary afrobeat musician and activist Fela Anikulakpo-
Kuti, performs on stage with his children at the New Afrika Shrine in Lagos. — AFP 

London rapper Little 
Simz wins prestigious 
Mercury Prize

London rapper Little Simz on Tuesday
won Britain’s prestigious Mercury
Prize for album “Sometimes I Might

Be Introvert”, beating off competition from
“One Direction” singer Harry Styles,
among others. The 28-year-old said she
was “very, very overwhelmed” as she
picked up the £25,000 (28,700 euros,
$28,300) prize at the London ceremony,
and paid tribute to her brother and collab-
orator Inflo.

“We created this album together, there
were times in the studio I didn’t know if I
was going to finish this record, I was feel-
ing all the emotions and really going
through it and he stuck by me and pushed
me to deliver,” she said. The artist, real
name Simbiatu ‘Simbi’ Abisola Abiola
Ajikawo, explores personal and political
themes on her fourth album.

She told the Guardian outlet that the
album expressed her feeling of “being this
introverted person that has all these crazy
thoughts and ideas and theories in my
head and not always feeling like I’m able

to express it if it’s not through my art”. The
award ceremony at the legendary Apollo
venue in Hammersmith, west London was
broadcast by the BBC, and featured per-
formances by all of the acts, although
Styles had to pre-record his.

Critical seal of approval 
Created in 1992 as an alternative to

the more mainstream Brit Awards, the
prize is seen as a seal of critical approval
and a springboard to wider fame. But
Styles, already a global superstar, also
made the final cut for his album “Harry’s
House”, the fastest-selling UK album of
2022 so far. Brit Award winner Sam
Fender was another high-profile artist on
the shortlist for his second album
“Seventeen Going Under”, which tackles
the issue of social deprivation in his native
North East England.

Recognising the best British or Irish
album of the last 12 months, the Mercury
has previously gone to acts like Pulp,
Arctic Monkeys and PJ Harvey. Also
included in this year’s 12-artist shortlist
were art pop singer Self Esteem, previ-
ously of indie band Slow Club, for her
album “Prioritise Please”, a celebration of
femininity. Folk singer Gwenno, whose
album “Tresor” is sung mostly in Cornish
also made the list, along with indie duo
Wet Leg, post-metallers Nova Twins and
Scottish jazz act Fergus McCreadie.

McCreadie told BBC Radio 6 Music: “It
is great to be part of that for Scottish
music, to have this recognition, hopefully
it can embolden musicians in Scotland.”
Guitarist Bernard Butler, who won the
second ever Mercury Prize with iconic
indie band Suede in 1993, reappeared on
the shortlist again, this time for his collab-
oration with actress Jessie Buckley. The
shortlist was completed by post-punk act
Yard Act, soul singer Joy Crookes and
rapper Kojey Radical. Last year’s winner
was Arlo Parks, for her debut album
“Collapsed In Sunbeams”.— AFP 

David Zabala, an 8-year-old boy with cerebral palsy, is assisted by a physical therapist and his
mother, Guadalupe Cardozo Ruiz (center), during a rehabilitation session with the robotic exoskele-
ton Atlas 2030 at the Association for People with Cerebral Palsy (APAC) in Mexico City. — AFP 

David Zabala, an 8-year-old boy with cerebral
palsy, is assisted by physical therapists during a
rehabilitation session with the robotic exoskele-
ton Atlas 2030 at the Association for People with
Cerebral Palsy (APAC) in Mexico City. — AFP 

British rapper Simbiatu Abisola Abiola Ajikawo
aka Little Simz poses on the red carpet upon
her arrival for the BRIT Awards 2022 in
London.— AFP 


