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     News in brief

QPR take Championship lead  
 
LONDON: QPR powered to a 3-0 win against 
Cardiff on Wednesday as speculation mounted that 
boss Michael Beale is set to leave the 
Championship leaders to take charge of Wolves. 
Lyndon Dykes scored twice at Loftus Road and 
Kenneth Paal bagged his first QPR goal while 
Cardiff defender Jack Simpson was sent off. The 
comfortable victory could prove to be Beale’s last 
with the west London club as he is in the frame to 
take over at Premier League strugglers Wolves less 
than four months into his first managerial role. 
Beale’s departure would be a huge blow for QPR, 
who hired Steven Gerrard’s former Aston Villa 
assistant in the close-season. Martyn Waghorn 
scored his first Coventry goal for over a year as the 
Sky Blues moved off the bottom of the 
Championship with a 1-0 win over Sheffield United.   
 
 
Fury to defend world title  
 
LONDON: Tyson Fury will defend his world 
heavyweight title in an all-British trilogy fight 
against Derek Chisora in London on December 3 
after the collapse of negotiations for a prospective 
showdown with Anthony Joshua. The bout against 
Chisora, whom Fury beat in 2011 and 2014, will take 
place at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium and will be 
the “Gypsy King’s” first outing since a routine 
sixth-round stoppage of another domestic rival, 
Dillian Whyte, in April. The unbeaten Fury, whose 
WBC belt will be on the line, tweeted: “Let’s have it 
then Del Boy!!! See you December 3rd, London!”. 
Fury’s promoter Frank Warren said he was 
“thrilled” to be putting on a Fury title defense in 
front of British fans. “Tyson clearly conquered 
America across his trilogy with Deontay Wilder 
and there is also huge demand to stage his fights 
from sites across the world,” he said.  
 
 
Arsenal thrash Lyon 5-1 
 
PARIS: Women’s Champions League holders Lyon 
collapsed to a 5-1 home thumping at the hands of 
Arsenal on Wednesday as Beth Mead starred for 
the English club, while Barcelona put nine goals 
past Benfica. Jonas Eidevall’s Arsenal made a dream 
start against Lyon, as Mead teed up Caitlin Foord 
to give them a 13th-minute lead. Frida 
Leonhardsen-Maanum doubled the advantage mid-
way through the first half, before Melvine Malard 
pulled one back for the French side who won a 
record-extending eighth European Cup by 
dethroning Barcelona last season. But Mead, who 
finished second in the Ballon d’Or voting earlier this 
week, scored a brilliant free-kick in the 39th 
minute. Foord and England’s European 
Championship-winning hero Mead both scored 
again in the second period, as Lyon were left 
humiliated.  
 
 
Prosecutors target Blatter, Platini  
 
GENEVA: Swiss prosecutors said Thursday that 
they had filed an appeal against the acquittal of for-
mer football chiefs Sepp Blatter and Michel Platini 
over a suspected fraudulent payment. Blatter and 
Platini, once the chiefs of world and European foot-
ball respectively, were cleared on July 8 by the 
Federal Criminal Court in a trial following a mam-
moth investigation that began in 2015. The Office of 
the Attorney General of Switzerland (OAG) told AFP 
that it had filed the appeal before the deadline was 
reached Wednesday night, confirming a report in 
L’Equipe. Switzerland’s top prosecutor “has applied 
for the full annulment of the first-instance judgment,” 
a spokeswoman for the Office of the Attorney 
General wrote in an email. The prosecutors report-
edly had 20 days to make their intentions clear after 
the reception of the full verdict from the Federal 
Criminal Court, based in the southern city of 
Bellinzona, on September 29. —From AFP 

Pelicans pummel Nets to open  
NBA season; Suns thump Mavs

Timberwolves overpower Thunder 115-108
LOS ANGELES: Zion Williamson and the New 
Orleans Pelicans opened their NBA season with a 
punishing 130-108 victory over the star-studded 
Nets in Brooklyn on Wednesday. Brandon Ingram 
scored 28 points and Williamson-playing his first 
regular-season game in more than 17 months-
scored 25 as he returns from the foot injury that 
sidelined him for a season. “It’s crazy,” said 
Williamson, the 2019 top draft pick who at 22 has 
already battled a raft of injuries. “Simply playing the 
game I love, that I didn’t get to play for a long time, 
it was a breath of fresh air. 

“There’s a lot of room for improvement,” 
Williamson added. “I’m still learning my teammates... 
I’m just excited to go.” Williamson helped the Pels 
build an 18-4 lead midway through the first quarter, 
easily outpacing Brooklyn’s Ben Simmons-another 
former top draft pick who has also battled injuries. 
Australian Simmons made his debut for the Nets, who 
acquired him from Philadelphia last season as he bat-
tled a back injury for which he had surgery in May. 

Nets star Kevin Durant, who stayed put in Brooklyn 
after rocking the league with a trade demand in June, 
kept the hosts in touch, scoring 21 of his 32 points in 
the first half. But the Pelicans out-scored the Nets 40-
28 in the third quarter to take control for good. They 
never trailed and led by as many as 26 points, parlay-
ing 21 offensive rebounds into 36 points. Ingram was a 
model of efficiency, racking up his 28 points on 10-of-
17 shooting. In contrast, Kyrie Irving connected on just 
six of 19 shots for 15 points and Simmons scored just 
four points before fouling out. 

The second night of the season saw a couple of 
nail-biters, as the Suns erased a 22-point third-quar-

ter deficit to edge the Dallas Mavericks 107-105 in 
Phoenix. In Memphis the Grizzlies thwarted the New 
York Knicks’ comeback bid for a 115-112 overtime 
victory. The Mavs, led by 35 points from Luka 
Doncic, appeared to be on cruise control against a 
Suns team they eliminated in last season’s playoffs. 

Despite the struggles of star point guard Chris 
Paul, the Suns found a way back, slicing the deficit 
to one point with 1:25 left in the third quarter. The 
Suns took the lead on Cameron Payne’s basket late 
in the fourth, and after Doncic tied it up at 105-105 
with 32.8sec remaining, got the win thanks to 
Damion Lee’s off-balance jumper in the waning sec-
onds. Devin Booker’s 28 points led five Suns players 
in double figures, that included reserve Lee, who 
scored all 11 of his in the final period. 

 
Gobert shines for T’Wolves 

Ja Morant scored 34 points and the Grizzlies held 
on against the determined Knicks, who erased a 19-
point deficit and forced overtime on Cam Reddish’s 
three-pointer. Memphis were up 115-112 late in the 
extra session when Tyus Jones missed two free 
throws and the Knicks got another chance, but Evan 
Fournier missed the three-point attempt. “It was 
down to the team that was getting stops and com-
ing down and executing,” Morant said. “I felt like we 
did that very well, even though the game was still 
close... we’re a resilient team and it showed.” 

Familiar faces in new places included three-time 
Defensive Player of the Year Rudy Gobert, who 
scored 23 points and pulled down 16 rebounds in 
his Minnesota debut to help the Timberwolves beat 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 115-108. In Detroit, last 

season’s top draft pick Cade Cunningham scored 24 
points to lead the Pistons to a 113-109 victory over 
Orlando, but the Magic could celebrate an impres-
sive debut for this year’s No. 1 draft pick Paolo 

Banchero. The 19-year-old scored 27 points with 
nine rebounds and five assists-the best debut num-
bers for a top draft pick since LeBron James in 
2003. —AFP

NEW YORK: Brandon Ingram #14 of the New Orleans Pelicans looks to pass as Kyrie Irving #11 of the Brooklyn Nets 
defends during the first half against the Brooklyn Nets at Barclays Center on October 19, 2022. —AFP

Padres rally to level  
MLB playoff series  
against Phillies 

 
LOS ANGELES: The San Diego Padres erupted 
for five runs in the fifth inning to erase a two-run 
deficit on the way to an 8-5 victory over the 
Philadelphia Phillies that leveled their Major League 
Baseball playoff series on Wednesday. The victory 
in San Diego knotted the best-of-seven National 
League Championship Series at one game apiece 
with the series shifting to Philadelphia on Friday. 
The winner of the series will face either the New 
York Yankees or Houston Astros in the World 
Series. The Astros took a 1-0 lead in the American 
League Championship Series with a 4-2 victory in 
Houston. 

Astros pitcher Justin Verlander struck out 11 bat-
ters and gave up one run in six innings and Yuli 
Gurriel, Chas McCormick and Jeremy Pena all belt-
ed solo home runs in the victory. Verlander notched 
his first post-season victory since game one of the 
2019 AL Division Series and at 39 became the sec-
ond-oldest pitcher in post-season history with a 
double-digit strikeout game, behind Nolan Ryan. 
The game was tied in the sixth inning when Gurriel 
and McCormick homered off Yankees relief pitcher 

Clarke Schmidt. Pena led off the seventh with a 
homer off Lou Trivino for a 4-1 lead. 

In San Diego, the Padres’ Austin Nola and Juan 
Soto drove in runs to end Phillies starting pitcher 
Aaron Nola’s day in the fifth inning. Austin Nola’s 
single off his younger brother Aaron scored Kim 
Ha-seong to pull the Padres within 4-3. The Nola 
brothers became the first pitcher-batter brother 
duo to face off in MLB post-season history, and 
Austin Nola said he knew he’d be tested by his 
brother. “He’s going to come after me and give his 
best stuff,” he said. “I’m just up there trying to hit 
something hard, up the middle, and that’s when 
good things happen.” 

Austin Nola reached third on Jurickson Profar’s 
single and scored on Soto’s double to pull the 
Padres level. Brandon Drury, who homered along 
with teammate Josh Bell in the second inning, added 
a two-out single that drove in Profar and Soto to 
give the Padres their first lead of the game at 6-4. 
Designated hitter Bell followed with a run-scoring 
single that made it 7-4. Manny Machado also 
homered for San Diego. “That’s what makes it a 
championship-caliber team,” Bell said. “It’s not just 
one person we’re relying on. It’s all of us.” 

Six of the Padres’ eight runs were scored off 
Aaron Nola, who had previously allowed just one 
earned run in 12 2/3 innings in these playoffs. 
Philadelphia had raced to an early lead with four 
runs in the second inning off San Diego starting 
pitcher Blake Snell. Both Soto and Drury were 

charged with errors in the messy inning in which 
Snell gave up five hits and the Padres heard boos 
from their home fans. But Snell settled down to 
pitch five innings without surrendering another run. 
He struck out six and walked one and was credited 
with the win. —AFP

SAN DIEGO: Wil Myers #5 of the San Diego Padres is unable 
to catch a foul ball hit by Matt Vierling #19 of the 
Philadelphia Phillies (not pictured) during the ninth inning in 
game two of the National League Championship Series on 
October 19, 2022. —AFP

McIlroy tries to  
reclaim No1 and  
defend title  

 
WASHINGTON: Four-time major winner Rory 
McIlroy enters this week’s CJ Cup on the PGA 
Tour trying to reclaim the world number one 
ranking and defend his title on a brand new 
course. The 33-year-old from Northern Ireland 
tees off Thursday after a 2021-22 campaign in 
which he won a record third FedEx Cup playoff 
crown and finished in the top eight at all four 
majors, including a runner-up effort at the 
Masters in his bid to complete a career Grand 
Slam.  

“Feeling pretty good about my game,” McIlroy 
said. “Two events left and still I feel like I have a 
little bit to play for. “I’ve put myself in a nice posi-
tion to try to get back to number one in the world 
and trying to finish off the European Tour title too. 
Still plenty of motivation this time of the year.” 

McIlroy will be shooting for success in an event 
that shifts from Las Vegas to Congaree Golf Club 
in Ridgeland, South Carolina - about 100 miles 

southeast of Masters course Augusta National. To 
overtake Scheffler for the world number one spot, 
second-ranked McIlroy must win and have 
Scheffler finish worse than a two-way share of 
second or finish solo second and have Scheffler 
finish worse than solo 34th. 

“If I get back to number one this week, it’s like 
my ninth time getting back,” McIlroy said. “It sort 
of illustrates you can have your runs and you can 
stay there, but I think the cool part is the journey 
and the journey getting back there. “It’s sort of 
like a heavyweight boxer losing a world title and 
it’s a journey to get that title back. I feel like that’s 
the cool part of it and that’s the journey that I’ve 
sort of been through over the past 12 months.” 
McIlroy, who plans three weeks off after the CJ 
Cup before playing in the European Tour finale at 
Dubai, last topped the rankings in July 2020 after 
the PGA’s Covid-19 pandemic comeback. 

“It’s a point of pride for all of us out there to be 
highly ranked and to get to number one in the 
world at whatever you do is an unbelievable acco-
lade and something that you should be proud of,” 
McIlroy said. “I have a chance to do it this week, 
but I’m proud of the fact that I’ve at least given 
myself a chance again because I was last (there 
when) we were coming back from the lockdown 
out of Covid in July 2020 and I feel like my game 

and my life has changed considerably since then, 
so it’s nice to have the opportunity again.” 

 
Staying No1 is hardest 

McIlroy, who said he made a “hard reset” to his 
game a year ago after a poor showing in Europe’s 
Ryder Cup loss to the United States, says it is much 
harder to stay on top than to climb to the summit. 
“Staying there is harder. You’ve got a bulls-eye on 
your back, you’ve got to work harder, everyone’s 
coming after you,” McIlroy said. “The cool thing 
about it is you get to number one and it feels great 
in the moment and the bad thing is you almost got 
to maybe work harder to stay there. “When you’re 
striving towards something, not that it’s easier to get 
there, but like once you get there, it’s great. But the 
hard work is actually staying there.” 

Scheffler, last season’s PGA Player of the Year, 
beat McIlroy at the Masters for his first major title 
but lost to McIlroy for the FedEx Cup at the Tour 
Championship in August. “I’m very competitive and 
I was frustrated with how last season ended. I really 
want to win the FedEx Cup,” Scheffler said. “I was a 
little bit worn at the end of the year, so it was defi-
nitely nice to be able to go home and check out a 
little bit and get some quality rest. “I prepared for 
this one for probably the last couple weeks, so I feel 
ready to go. I’m not looking too far ahead.” —AFP

Verstappen and  
Red Bull fired by  
twin ambitions 

 
AUSTIN: Newly acclaimed double world champion 
Max Verstappen has every right to enjoy celebrating 
his second drivers’ championship success in relaxed 
Texan style this weekend. But, as he seeks to break 
another on-track individual record at the United 
States Grand Prix two weeks after his title triumph in 
Japan, his Red Bull team boss Christian Horner will 
be fired by two more serious ambitions. 

His first is to defend the Milton Keynes-based 
outfit’s reputation amid claims that they ‘cheated’ on 
their way to powering Max Verstappen to his two 
consecutive drivers’ title successes in 2021 and 2022. 
The accusation that has tarnished their recent 
achievements came after Red Bull were found to have 
been in breach of an official budget cap for 2021 - for 

which they have yet to learn their punishment, but 
which prompted one rival team to say they had been 
cheating. 

Horner’s second goal is to ensure that the team 
stay focused and maintain the stunning form that has 
seen the Dutchman canter to a runaway second 
championship by claiming the constructors’ title for 
the first time since 2013 and fifth in all. While 
Verstappen goes in pursuit of his second win at the 
Circuit of the Americas, where he won last year, 
Horner is expected to be presenting his case for the 
defence of Red Bull in private paddock meetings and 
formal news conferences. 

According to ruling body, the International 
Motoring Federation (FIA), Red Bull exceeded a 
spending limit of $145 million (dollars) with a “minor 
breach” of the cap, believed to be five per cent, or 
$7.25 million dollars. Details of the team’s wrongdoing, 
the discussions that surrounded the FIA’s analysis of 
their accounts and any likely penalties have not yet 
been released, but McLaren team chief Zak Brown, in 
a widely-reported letter of October 12 sent to the FIA, 
said their action “constitutes cheating”. —AFP 

MIE PREFECTURE: Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max 
Verstappen (front) races in front of Ferrari’s Monegasque 
driver Charles Leclerc during the Formula One Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka, Mie prefecture. —AFP


