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HANOVER: Bayern Munich reached the last 16 
of the German Cup for the first time in three sea-
sons, thanks to a 5-2 comeback victory away at 
Bavarian neighbors Augsburg. Bayern returned to 
the venue of their only loss in all competitions so 
far this season, having gone down 1-0 away at 
Augsburg in mid-September in the Bundesliga. 
When Danish left-back Mads Pedersen put 
Augsburg 1-0 up after nine minutes, it looked like 
the 20-time German Cup winners Bayern could 
be eliminated in the second round for the third 
consecutive year. 

Former Par is  Saint-Germain str iker  Er ic 
Maxim Chupo-Moting equalized after 27 min-
utes to calm Bayern’s nerves, with the sides 
going into halftime locked at 1-1. Sadio Mane 
had a chance to give Bayern the lead a minute 
after the break but dragged the ball wide of 
goal . With pressure bui lding and the home 
crowd in full voice, midfielder Joshua Kimmich 
finally gave Bayern the lead early in the second 
half. Chupo-Moting scored again just minutes 
later and despite a late own goal for Munich’s 
French defender Dayot Upamecano, Bayern’s 
teenage sensation Jamal Musiala scored a fourth 
with 10 minutes remaining. 

Canadian defender Alphonso Davies added a 
fifth in injury time to secure Bayern’s spot in the 
next round. Bayern midfielder Leon Goretzka 
credited his team’s desire to “take up the fight” 
after a “disastrous opening ten minutes.” Man-of-
the-match Chupo-Moting laughed when asked if 
he was Bayern’s new Robert Lewandowski, saying 
he was not trying to replace anyone. “I know the 
qualities I have and I trust the qualities I have,” 
Chupo-Moting told Germany’s ZDF network. 

Bellingham on the spot  
Earlier on Wednesday, English teenager Jude 

Bellingham won and converted a penalty within 10 
minutes of being subbed on to guide a nervous 
Borussia Dortmund to a 2-0 victory over Hannover 
on Wednesday and a place in the last 16. With vis-
iting Dortmund clinging to a 1-0 lead only thanks 
to some acrobatic goalkeeping from Gregor Kobel, 
manager Edin Terzic made four changes in a six-
minute period during the second half, including 
bringing Bellingham on from the bench. Bellingham 
- who had previously played every minute of 
Dortmund’s season - made an immediate impact, 
winning a penalty and duly converting it to give 
the nervous visitors a 2-0 lead. 

After the game, Dortmund captain Emre Can 
admitted “world-class” Kobel - who later won 
man of the match - kept the visitors in the game. 
“We did not play a good game, but in the Cup, 
you just need to get to the next round, therefore 
it’s OK.” Dortmund had taken the lead in the 10th 
minute thanks to the in-form Julian Brandt, who 
won the ball back in midfield before dinking a 
back-heeled chip to Youssoffa Moukoko in the 
box. The 17-year-old Moukoko’s attempted cross 
hit the boot of Hannover defender Bright Arrey-
Mbi and was deflected in at the near post. 

Pushed on by a 49,000-strong home crowd, 
Hannover gradually gained the upper hand in the 
first half, with Kobel pulling off two crucial saves 
from close range in the 30th and 32nd minutes to 
help Dortmund keep their narrow advantage at 
half-time. Hannover striker Hendrick Weydant had 
a clear chance to equalize after 52 minutes but 
scuffed his shot when presented with an open 
goal. With the home side in control, Terzic decid-

ed he had seen enough and brought four first 
teamers from the bench, including Bellingham. 

Dortmund were reduced to 10 men with five 
minutes remaining when forward Karim Adeyemi 
saw a straight red for bringing down a counter-
attacking Derrick Koehn on the edge of the 
penalty box. The visitors held firm from the free-

kick and held on for victory. Also on Wednesday 
night, Bundesliga sides Union Berlin, Stuttgart 
and Freiburg also made it through to the next 
round, while second division Paderborn defeated 
Werder Bremen on penalties. Second division 
sides Sandhausen and Duesseldorf also qualified 
for the last 16 with wins on Wednesday. —AFP

Bayern book last 16 in German  
Cup; first time in three seasons

Union Berlin, Stuttgart, Freiburg qualify for next round

 

Brazil jersey ‘hostage  
to politics’ a month  
from World Cup 

 
BELO HORIZONTE: Every four years, there is an 
explosion of green and yellow in Julio Cesar 
Freitas’s neighborhood as locals cover the streets in 
the colors of the Brazilian flag. But this year, Freitas 
felt compelled to add an explanation alongside the 
sea of decorations outside his family’s construction 
supply shop: “It’s not politics, it’s the World Cup.” 

Football-mad Brazil is famously passionate about 
the World Cup, which it has won more than any other 
country-five times. But this year, the signs of football 
fever have taken on a different meaning. Battling to 
win reelection in an October 30 runoff against veter-
an leftist Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, far-right President 
Jair Bolsonaro has adopted the flag and the national 
football team’s jersey as symbols of his own. 

Bolsonaro regularly sports the colors of the flag, 
his rallies are drenched in yellow and green, and he 
urged supporters to wear the national team 
Selecao’s iconic jersey to vote in the first-round 
election on October 2, in which he finished a closer-
than-predicted five percentage points behind Lula. 
With Brazilians bitterly divided by the elections, yel-
low and green have become politicized-sometimes 
dampening outward displays of World Cup fever in 
Brazil, whose team head to Qatar as favorites ahead 
of the November 20 kickoff. The unease is visible in 
Freitas’s neighborhood, Caicara, in the southeastern 
city of Belo Horizonte. The city organizes a decora-
tion contest for every World Cup. 

Freitas, whose family has been taking part since 
1994, says there were negative reactions this year in 
the politically divided community after they hung 
their decorations two weeks ago-rows upon rows 
of mini triangular flags strung across the street. Two 
days later, they added the above-mentioned sign. 
“Unfortunately, the World Cup coincided with the 
elections this year. I had to put up the sign so peo-
ple would know the decorations aren’t about sup-
porting any candidate,” says Freitas, 26. “I could 
see people were upset,” he says. —AFP 

Women’s football on  
all-time high ahead of  
biggest WCup draw 

 
AUCKLAND: The draw for next year’s FIFA Women’s 
World Cup takes place on Saturday in Auckland with the 
women’s game at an all-time high and the United States 
and England the teams to beat. Germany, Sweden, France 
and Spain will also be sides to watch out for when the draw 
is held in New Zealand’s largest city from 7:30pm. The 
World Cup will be staged at 10 stadiums in New Zealand 
and Australia from July 20 to August 20, 2023. With 32 
teams it will be the largest FIFA Women’s World Cup since 
the tournament began in 1991. 

“Given the expanded format in 2023, there’s going to be 
even more excitement globally when the eyes of the foot-
ball world focus on Auckland this Saturday,” said Carli 
Lloyd, the American two-time World Cup winner who will 
help conduct the draw. The Women’s Euros final in July 
between hosts England and rivals Germany at Wembley 
drew 87,192 spectators, a record for either a men’s or 
women’s European championship. 

Chloe Kelly scored in extra-time to give England a 
breathless 2-1 victory in front of a sell-out crowd and their 
first major title in women’s football. Sarina Wiegman’s side 
backed that up with a 2-1 win over a young US team, in 
front of another bumper crowd at Wembley Stadium, earli-
er this month. The US then lost 2-0 to Spain in another 

friendly. But Vlatko Andonovski’s team remain the top-
ranked side in the FIFA rankings and the team to beat at 
the World Cup, where they are the holders and most suc-
cessful side in tournament history with four titles. 

 
Emerging nations 

Led by veteran forward Megan Rapinoe, the Americans 
are going for a third crown in a row. Andonovski said losing 
to a buoyant England in front of a big crowd was perfect 
preparation for the World Cup nine months from now. “I 
wouldn’t mind facing them in the (World Cup) final again,” 
he told reporters in London. While women’s football is 
growing fast in countries such as England and is already 
well established in France, some nations are only really get-
ting started. 

The Philippines, Morocco, Republic of Ireland, Vietnam 
and Zambia will all be competing at the Women’s World 
Cup for the first time. A play-off tournament in February 
will decide who takes the remaining three spots of the 32. 
About 800 people, including coaches, FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino and New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern are expected to attend the draw ceremony at the 
Aotea Centre. “It brings us a step closer to hosting what 
will be the world’s largest women’s sporting event ever,” 
said Ardern. 

She described co-hosting the tournament with Australia 
a “key part” of plans to accelerate her country’s economic 
recovery after New Zealand shut its borders at the height 
of the COVID pandemic. New Zealand’s government has 
invested NZ$45 million ($25.5 million) in upgrading sport-
ing facilities and training venues “to ensure that we provide 
a top-notch sporting infrastructure for the beautiful game”, 

said Ardern. Australia and New Zealand will host one semi-
final each, with the August 20 final at the 83,000-capacity 
Stadium Australia in Sydney. —AFP

BURSA: Germany’s players warm up before start of the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup 2023 Qualifier group H football match 
at Bursa Buyuksehir Stadium in Bursa. —AFP

AUGSBURG: Augsburg’s Brazilian defender Amaral Borduchi Iago (left) and Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Serge 
Gnabry vie for the ball during the German Cup (DFB Pokal) second round football match between the German first division 
Bundesliga teams FC Augsburg and FC Bayern Munich on October 19, 2022.  —AFP

Celtic cruise, Rangers  
labor into League  
Cup semi-finals 

 
GLASGOW: Celtic will face Kilmarnock in the 
semi-finals of the Scottish League Cup after the 
holders thrashed Motherwell 4-0 in the last eight on 
Wednesday. Rangers were less impressive in seeing 
off Championship side Dundee 1-0 at Ibrox, but did 
enough to book a last four clash with Aberdeen, 
who beat Partick Thistle 4-1. 

Celtic manager Ange Postecoglou again rotated 

his squad with five changes and it paid dividends. 
James Forrest, who had scored a hat-trick in 
Saturday’s 6-1 win over Hibernian, was one of those 
to drop out and his replacement Liel Abada struck 
twice. The Israel international opened the flood-
gates just before half-time by tapping home Greg 
Taylor’s cross. Abada then coolly slotted into the 
corner on the volley before Reo Hatate’s quick feet 
made it 3-0. 

Kyogo Furuhashi rounded off the scoring on the 
rebound after Abada was denied a hat-trick by 
inches when he hit the post. “It’s not a matter of me 
just giving guys a game because I feel sorry for 
them,” said Postecoglou. “I’m putting guys in there 
because I think we can maintain those levels and 
keep guys fresh for when we need them because 

they need a lot of energy to play our kind of foot-
ball. “The guys have embraced that. They are taking 
their opportunities every time they play to make an 
impact.” 

Rangers made a fast start at Ibrox as Steven 
Davis opened the scoring after just 10 minutes. 
However, Giovanni van Bronckhorst’s men were 
booed off at full-time after failing to turn their domi-
nance into more goals. Aberdeen scored three times 
in the first 35 minutes at Pittodrie as strikes from 
Luis Lopes and Hayden Coulson, either side of a 
Kevin Holt own goal, gave the hosts a commanding 
lead. Darren Brownlie pulled a goal back for the 
Championship leaders before Ryan Duncan restored 
Aberdeen’s three-goal lead. The semi-finals will take 
place on the weekend of 14 and 15. —AFP


