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Ballon d’Or winner Benzema 
on target as Real crush Elche

Real Valladolid thrash Celta Vigo; Real Betis, Cadiz draw 0-0 
ELCHE: Karim Benzema celebrated his Ballon
d’Or win this week with a goal in Real Madrid’s
comfortable 3-0 win over Elche on Wednesday
night, in which they also had three strikes disal-
lowed for offside. Fede Valverde and Marco
Asensio scored the other goals as the La Liga
leaders cruised to victory. Benzema, though, was
the star turn: he hit the back of the net three
times in total but had two scratched off while
David Alaba also had an effort ruled out.

It has been a spectacular week for Carlo
Ancelotti’s side. They sealed qualification to the
Champions League last 16, beat Barcelona in the
Clasico, saw Benzema crowned the world’s best
player, and then moved six points clear at the top
of La Liga with this comfortable victory. Fresh
from the glitzy Paris gala on Monday night,
reigning champions Madrid brought that same
swagger to Spain’s east coast and bottom-of-
the-table Elche never stood a chance.

“The team played well, they were very good in
attack. We had a lot of mobility,” said Ancelotti.
“It’s an important moment in the season, the team
is doing well, we don’t have doubts, we don’t have
problems.” Benzema appeared to send Madrid
ahead in the sixth minute after a slick team move
but Vinicius Junior had edged offside in the
build-up and it was disallowed. Los Blancos did
not have to wait long for the opener, with
Valverde continuing his own superb form by
blasting home from the edge of the box.

Madrid had picked Elche apart and only a
desperate block denied Benzema, but the visitors
kept the move alive and when the ball broke to
Valverde, he netted his sixth goal of the season
across all competitions. The Uruguayan netted in
Sunday’s Clasico win over Barcelona and has
become a key offensive weapon for his team,
even though on this occasion he was deployed in
midfield, instead of on the right wing.

Ancelotti had previously claimed he would
tear up his coaching license if Valverde did not
score at least 10 goals this season, and the
Uruguayan said he did not want that to happen.
“I am concentrating on making it happen, it’s a
nice pressure and I don’t want to be blamed for

him retiring as a coach, it gives me the desire to
go looking for goals,” Valverde told DAZN. Alaba
had a goal ruled out later on in a half in which
Madrid dominated, but Elche started the second
period strongly, with Lucas Boye slapping a vol-
ley narrowly over.

Benzema strikes
At the other end Benzema bit back with a

long-range strike which Edgar Badia beat away.
The Elche goalkeeper has made more saves
than any of his counterparts in La Liga, and
this was another busy night. The officials in
the VAR booth were kept busy too, with
Benzema seeing another goal disallowed for
offside. 

After 75 minutes Benzema eventually
got one which counted, his fifth of the
season in La Liga, set-up by a sweet
backheel from Rodrygo to complete a
one-two. Madrid substitute Marco
Asensio wrapped up the victory in the
final stages with a hooked finish from
Rodrygo’s cross. Elsewhere Mikel
Merino’s strike earned Real
Sociedad a 1-0 win over Real
Mallorca to help the Basque side dis-
place Atletico Madrid and move third.

Imanol Alguacil’s team have won eight consec-
utive games between La Liga and the Europa
League, despite losing striker Alexander Isak to
Newcastle and then his replacement Umar Sadiq
to a bad knee injury for the season. However the
match was overshadowed by the news that a Real
Sociedad supporter had died. A man was taken
away from the Reale Arena on a stretcher before
the game started, with the club later confirming
he passed away. Real Betis, fifth, could only draw
0-0 at 19th place Cadiz, while Real Valladolid
thrashed Celta Vigo 4-1. —AFP 

Man United ‘too 
good’ for Spurs
MANCHESTER: Manchester United dealt a blow
to Tottenham’s Premier League title aspirations with
a dominant 2-0 win at Old Trafford, while
Liverpool’s upturn continued with a 1-0 victory
over West Ham on Wednesday. Chelsea’s winning
run came to an end in a 0-0 draw at Brentford,
which allowed Newcastle to close within two points
of the top four with a 1-0 win over Everton.

United are now just one point off the Champions
League places and could leapfrog Chelsea when the
sides meet at Stamford Bridge on Saturday after
their most impressive display under Erik ten Hag.
“We had some more really good performances like
Liverpool and Arsenal but this was the game from
start to the end we were really good,” said Ten Hag.
“I told the team it was very enjoyable to watch.”

The Red Devils had 28 shots on goal against a
Tottenham side that been beaten only once in their
opening 10 league games of the season. Signs of
progress for United since losing their opening two
games of the campaign have been hampered by a
lack of killer instinct up front. But they finally got
their rewards in front of a delighted full house when
Fred’s deflected effort found the bottom corner two
minutes into the second half.

Bruno Fernandes then doubled United’s lead with
his first club goal since August. Tottenham could
have moved to within a point of leaders Arsenal
with victory, but their performance had Antonio
Conte questioning whether they can compete for
the title. “I think we need time,” said the Italian. “In
only 10 or 11 months you cannot pass from ninth
place to become, the year after, a title contender.
Especially when you finished 20 points less last sea-
son than the monsters in England.”

Darwin delivers 
Darwin Nunez has endured a difficult start to life

at Liverpool, but the Uruguayan was the match win-
ner as Jurgen Klopp’s men moved up to seventh.
Nunez powered Kostas Tsimikas’ cross into the far
corner for the game’s only goal on 22 minutes. “He
was outstanding,” said Klopp. “He is a really big tal-
ent and we’re really excited about him.” However,
the Reds had Alisson Becker to thank for the three
points as the Brazilian saved Jarrod Bowen’s penalty
in first-half stoppage time. Alisson was needed once
more to deny Tomas Soucek from point-blank range
late on as Liverpool held out.

Chelsea missed the chance to close within five
points of the top as the in-form Blues were blunted

by Brentford. Graham Potter is still to experience
defeat as Chelsea boss, but he has goalkeeper
Kepa Arrizabalaga to thank for maintaining that
record. The Spaniard is finally delivering on his tag
as the world’s most expensive goalkeeper follow-

ing a £72 million move from Athletic Bilbao in 2018
as he twice denied Ivan Toney a winner for
Brentford. “Every player needs confidence, this
push,” said Kepa. “For the goalkeepers it is even
more important.” — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Brazilian midfielder Antony (left) fights for the ball with Tottenham Hotspur’s
Croatian midfielder Ivan Perisic during the English Premier League football match on October 19, 2022. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Uruguayan striker Darwin Nunez (right) heads home the opening goal under pres-
sure from West Ham United’s German defender Thilo Kehrer (center) during the English Premier League
football match on October 19, 2022. — AFP 

ELCHE: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema
controls the ball during the Spanish league football
match between Elche CF and Real Madrid CF at the

Martinez Valero stadium on October 19, 2022. — AFP 

Mendis fires Lanka
into T20 World
Cup Super 12
GEELONG: Opener Kusal Mendis
slammed a 44-ball 79 as Asian champions
Sri Lanka beat the Netherlands by 16 runs
to sweep into the Super 12 stage of the
Twenty20 World Cup on Thursday, where
they were joined by the Dutch despite their
defeat. The world’s eighth-ranked team
plundered 162-6 in Geelong, blasting 102 of
them off the final 10 overs, to set a big tar-
get which the Netherlands were unable to
reach, finishing on 146-9. But the men in
orange still went through after United Arab
Emirates won their first-ever game at a T20
World Cup to upset Namibia by seven runs.

The Africans would have joined Sri
Lanka in the next round rather than the
Dutch had they won, but against the odds,
the UAE restricted them to 141-8 as they
chased 149 for victory. For the
Netherlands, it is the second time they
have got this far after also making the
grade in 2014, when they topped their
group and then sensational ly beat
England. It is the third successive time Sri
Lanka have reached the Super 12 and they
will be hoping to repeat their heroics from
2014, when Dinesh Chandimal skippered
them to the title.

But it was a rocky road to get there,
stunned by Namibia in the tournament’s
opening game before crushing UAE then
the Dutch. “We knew that we could be the
number one in this group, but we missed
out in the first match,” said Sri Lanka
skipper Dasun Shanaka. “The boys have
done well though, especially the bowling
group. I knew the wicket was two-paced,
so we wanted to bowl well in the first 10
overs and then control the game.” After
winning the toss and choosing to bat, Sri
Lanka started slowly with Pathum
Nissanka and Mendis plodding to just 22
off the first five overs.

Great moment 
Nissanka was dropped in the fifth over,

but came undone on 14 when hostile pace
bowler Paul Van Meekeren returned to the
attack and sent down a yorker. Dhananjaya
de Silva followed him back to the pavilion
the next ball, out lbw, as Sri Lanka lived
dangerously with countless chances falling
just short of the fielders.

Charith Asalanka and Mendis knuckled
down in a 60-run stand to step up the run
rate before Asalanka was caught behind off
all-rounder Bas de Leede for 31. Mendis
brought up his ninth T20 half-century with
a six, then smacked successive sixes in the
penultimate over, before he was out going
for another boundary, almost carrying his
bat. Despite missing injured pace spear-
heads Dushmantha Chameera and Pramod
Madushan, a Sri Lankan attack with
replacements Lahiru Kumara and Binura
Fernando kept the Dutch at bay early on.

Opener Vikramjit Singh was out for sev-
en off Maheesh Theekshana, then Kumara
got the big wicket of rising star de Leede
for 14. Opener Max O’Dowd (71 not out)
gamely hung on but when captain Scott
Edwards was bowled by Fernando after a
quick-fire 21, they slumped from 100-4 to
109-8 and the game was all but over. In the
later match, Zahoor Khan and Basil
Hameed grabbed two wickets each as the
UAE reduced Namibia to 69-7 in the 13th
over before late fireworks from David
Weise (55 off 36 balls) set up a tense last-
over finale.

While a crushing disappointment for
Namibia, getting a first-ever win was a
huge confidence booster for UAE. “A great
moment for UAE cricket. We had been
doing well in patches, but today everything
clicked together,” said skipper
Chundangapoyil Rizwan. “This win is really
big for UAE cricket, it can tell the world
that we are here.” The final two places in
the Super 12 will be decided on Friday with
Scotland, Zimbabwe, West Indies and
Ireland all still in contention. —AFP


