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growth for Kuwait’s digital economy3 Feathers fly as cockfighting 

shakes off COVID closures12 Qatar market braces for 
football World Cup boom168

News in brief

Chiefs of top courts appointed 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet, in its weekly meeting, 
approved a decree appointing Counselor 
Mohammad bin Naji as President of the 
Cassation Court. The decree also stipulates the 
appointment of Counselor Mohammad Abu 
Slaib as President of the Court of Appeals and 
Counselor Younis Al-Yassin as Vice-President 
of the Court of Appeals. The Cabinet wished 
them success in their new posts and decided to 
submit the decree to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Teacher stabs colleague 
 
KUWAIT: A fight between two Kuwaiti teach-
ers at Haritha bin Suraqa Elementary School in 
Jahra escalated to one teacher stabbing the 
other with a knife. “A personal disagreement 
between two physical education teachers led to 
a fight outside the school building, even as their 
colleagues tried to stop them,” sources told 
Kuwait Times. “One teacher then stabbed his 
colleague multiple times, who was rushed to 
hospital in critical condition,” sources added. 
Education authorities are following up on the 
incident and have contacted the head of the 
educational area and the minister, who asked 
for a detailed report of the incident.

Drugs, alcohol, pills seized  
 
KUWAIT: Around one million Lyrica pills, 4 
kg of narcotics, 386 bottles of alcohol and a 
quantity of Captagon pills were seized on 
Monday. First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah visited the General Administration for 
Drugs Control to follow up on the security situ-
ation and check the efforts of sectors and 
agencies of the interior ministry to achieve 
security and stability in wake of ongoing secu-
rity campaigns against drug dealers and resi-
dency violators. 

Iqama to be canceled if stay 
abroad exceeds six months

Assembly to meet to debate budget as surplus projected
By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry on Monday reacti-
vated a rule which stipulates that residents who stay 
outside Kuwait for more than six months will have 
their residencies canceled automatically. This rule 
had been suspended since the outbreak of the 
coronavirus pandemic. It was reinstated for certain 
categories of expatriates, especially those working 
in the private sector on article 18 visas. 

According to the new decision by the interior 
ministry, expats holding all types of iqamas must 
ensure their stay outside Kuwait does not exceed six 
months, otherwise their residencies will be canceled 
automatically. The decision states that the rule will 
now be implemented for holders of article 17 visas 
(government employees), article 19 visas (craftspeo-
ple), article 22 visas (dependents) and article 23 and 
24 visas (self-sponsored), as of Aug 1, 2022. 

This means that expats holding these residencies 
who have been outside the country before Aug 1 
will have their iqamas canceled if they do not enter 
the country before Feb 1, 2023. For other types of 

residencies, the rule applies starting from the day of 
their exit. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly will hold a 
special session on Tuesday to debate the state 
budget for the 2022/2023 fiscal year, which has 
been delayed for several months because of the 
elections. According to the budget, which was 
revised by the previous Assembly, revenues are 
estimated at KD 23.4 billion, while expenditures are 
projected at KD 23.1 billion, leaving a projected 
surplus of KD 300 million, the first surplus since the 
2015/2016 fiscal year. Oil income is estimated at KD 
21.3 billion, while non-oil income is estimated at KD 
2.1 billion. 

Also, MP Majed Al-Mutairi submitted a number 
of proposals aimed at improving the living stan-
dards of Kuwaiti citizens. He called for increasing 
the cost-of-living allowance to KD 240 per month 
and for raising the child allowance from KD 50 to 
KD 100 per month per child. He also called for 
reducing the housing instalments paid by citizens 
by 10 percent and raising student stipends to KD 
350 monthly.

KUWAIT: Expats arrive at Kuwait International Airport in this 2021 illustrative file photo. — Photo by 
Yasser Al-Zayyat

LONDON: New Conservative Party leader and incoming prime minister 
Rishi Sunak waves as he arrives at Conservative Party Headquarters on 
Oct 24, 2022. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s incoming prime 
minister Rishi Sunak vowed Monday 
to bring “stability and unity” at a time 
of economic crisis, after he was named 
the beleaguered Conservatives’ new 
leader. Sunak, 42, a Hindu, will be the 
UK’s first prime minister of color after 
the premiership of Liz Truss imploded 
after just 44 days.  

Truss will hold a final cabinet meet-
ing on Tuesday morning before sub-
mitting her resignation to King 
Charles III, who will then appoint 
Sunak, Downing Street said. The new 

leader will make his first remarks to 
the nation from outside Number 10 
around 11:35 am (1035 GMT). Penny 
Mordaunt, the last rival left in the par-
ty’s leadership race after Boris 
Johnson dramatically pulled out, failed 
to secure the necessary 100 nomina-
tions from her fellow MPs. 

“Rishi Sunak is therefore elected as 
leader of the Conservative party,” 
senior backbencher Graham Brady 
said, as Mordaunt and Truss pledged 
their full support for Sunak. However, 
nearly five hours after Brady’s 
announcement, there was still no word 
from Johnson - even as Sunak urged 
his warring party to “unite or die”, 
according to Tory MPs present in a 
closed-doors meeting. 

Addressing the public for the first 
time, Sunak said: “The United 
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Sunak triumphs 
to become UK’s 
new premier

KUWAIT: The education ministry announced Monday 
that classes at government and private schools will be 
suspended on Tuesday due to a partial solar eclipse 
expected to be at 1:20 pm local time. Classes will 
resume on Wednesday. In a statement, the ministry said 
that the decision came out of concern for the safety of 
students, based on recommendations of the ministry of 
health not to be exposed to direct sunlight two hours 
before the eclipse to protect the eyes.  

The ministry affirmed its constant keenness to 
implement all necessary measures to keep students safe 
and provide the appropriate educational environment. 
However, Kuwait University announced that Tuesday 
will not be an off day for students, urging them to stay 
cautious and avoid looking directly at the sun without 
wearing protective glasses. 

The ministry of awqaf and Islamic affairs on Monday 
called on imams and scholars to hold eclipse prayers on 
Tuesday. The ministry said in a statement that a circular 
was issued by the assistant undersecretary for the 
mosques sector Bader Al-Otaibi specifying the mosques 
where the prayers would be held from 1:30 pm. 

Director of Ophthalmology at the Ministry of 
Health Dr Ahmad Al-Foudari warned on Monday that 
looking at the sun during a solar eclipse could lead to 
eye damage or blindness. In a statement to KUNA, he 
warned against staring at the sun for long, adding the 
eclipse will begin on Tuesday at 13:20:30 hours, reach 
its peak at 14:35:34 and end at 15:44:13, at a percent-
age of 53.4 percent. — KUNA 

Schools closed 
due to partial 
solar eclipse

LONDON: As winter approaches, the World 
Health Organization on Monday stressed the 
importance of staying vigilant as cases of 
COVID and influenza rise in Europe, encourag-
ing more people to get vaccinated. “This is not a 
time to relax,” WHO Europe director Hans 
Kluge told a press conference. The 53 countries 
that make up the WHO Europe region, which 
includes Russia and countries in Central Asia, 
were once again at the epicenter of the COVID-
19 pandemic, accounting for nearly 60 percent 
of new COVID cases worldwide, Kluge said. 

At the same time, cases of the seasonal 
influenza are peaking. With this new wave of 
COVID, deaths and admissions to intensive care 
are not increasing to the same degree as earlier 
waves, and the WHO stressed the link to vacci-
nation campaigns. “Vaccination remains one of 
our most effective tools against both flu and 
COVID-19,” Kluge said, urging those eligible to  

Continued on Page 6 

WHO says ‘not 
a time to relax’ 
on COVID, flu


