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KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah recently announced three
unprecedented directives - calling upon the Kuwaiti
people to scrutinize MPs’ tasks, assigning “clandestine
informants” to report about civil servants’ irregular acts
and urging the media to inform the public about key
development projects. These three “unprecedented ini-
tiatives” were announced by HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal at the first session of the National
Assembly’s 17th legislative term, held last Tuesday, said
Dr Ahmad Al-Haifi, the acting undersecretary of the min-
istry for National Assembly affairs, incorporated in a
study released by the ministry on Monday. HH Sheikh
Mishal urged citizens to monitor and follow up MPs’
works, called on the government to assign “clandestine
informants” to report about civil servants’ performance
and guided the media to hold seminars for shedding light
on state resolutions and ventures and creating a platform
for citizens to discuss the development schemes. 

HH the Crown Prince’s address constituted a
roadmap for state authorities, he said, pointing out that it
was also distinguished with a call on the Kuwaiti people
to back the political leadership, be cautious of bids to
sow seeds of sedition and repercussions of conflicts.
Moreover, HH the Crown Prince held “everyone respon-
sible for launching Kuwait’s development and achieve
comprehensive reforms in all sectors,” Dr Haifi said, also
noting that the statement called for accountability for
any shortcomings or slackness.

The address constituted a covenant of a new era and
a task manifesto that set responsibilities of the citizens

and the state authorities for the foreseeable future. HH
the Crown Prince, who made the address in the capacity
of Deputy Amir while HH the Amir was still abroad for
regular medical checkups, clearly declared that “every-
body is a partner in shouldering the responsibility of the
construction and reforms according to the state consti-
tution and laws as well as respect for the Amir constitu-

tional jurisdictions”. 
Furthermore, he said that the address included a call

on the people of Kuwaiti to face sedition plots with a
solid position and an assurance that the government will
not intervene in the election of the MPs. He also urged
deputies to abstain from wasting time and purposeless
disputes and maintain the priority of achieving compre-

hensive development. As to the executives, HH the
Crown Prince called on the ministers to sense citizens’
needs, work out a strategy for sagacious governance, a
reform task plan, dedicate attention to the youth and
retirees’ needs and apply laws literally. HH the Crown
Prince last Tuesday inaugurated the first session of the
National Assembly’s 17th legislative term.  — KUNA 

Crown Prince announced
unprecedented directives

KUWAIT: (Left) HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Monday at Bayan Palace National Assembly Speaker Ahmad Abdulaziz Al-Saadoun.
(Right) HH the Crown Prince also received Deputy Speaker MP Mohammad Al-Mutair, Secretary MP Osama Al-Shaheen, Supervisor MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, Head of the Legal
and Legislative Committee MP Muhannad Al-Sayer, Head of the Financial and Economic Committee MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, Head of the Priorities Committee MP Abdullah Al-
Enezi and Secretary General Adel Al-Loughani, on the occasion of the formation of the Assembly office. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: (From left) Sheikha Intisar Al-Sabah, Khaled Mahdi and Lubna Al-Qadi.

Japanese envoy
hails close ties
with Kuwait
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait Morino
Yasunari stressed the depth of Japanese-Kuwaiti his-
toric relations through six decades of excellent and
pioneering diplomatic relations built on solid founda-
tions of friendship, trust and mutual respect, pointing
to the development of bilateral relations between the
two countries at all levels and in various fields of
cooperation.

In an exclusive interview
with Kuwait Times,
Ambassador Yasunari said
Japan and Kuwait enjoy a
long tradition of friendship,
including friendly relations
between the Japanese
imperial family and the
Kuwaiti ruling family. “Japan
supported Kuwait during
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait
in 1990. Japan appreciated

the enormous support Kuwait extended when a major
earthquake hit Japan in 2011,” he said.

Yasunari noted that last year marked the 60th
anniversary since the two countries established diplo-
matic relations. The two countries agreed to launch a
comprehensive partnership in 2013 when Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe visited Kuwait. Oil trade is the
foundation of the relationship between the two coun-
tries and its beginning dates back to 1958, even before
Kuwait’s independence, when Arab Oil Company was
granted a concession by Kuwait. AOC cooperated with
the Kuwaiti government to establish the Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR).

The ambassador confirmed that Japan and Kuwait
share important values, such as democracy and rule of
law. “I congratulate the leadership on the commence-
ment of the new session of the National Assembly,”
Yasunari said. He affirmed that both countries support
international laws and are important donor countries in
dealing with humanitarian problems, eradication of
poverty, distribution of vaccines and more. The two
countries also have a similar position regarding the
Russian aggression against Ukraine and the develop-
ment of nuclear weapons by North Korea. Yasunari
added that Japan and Kuwait cooperated in distributing
COVID-19 vaccines, as both countries share values and
work together. 

Bilateral cooperation
Concerning the significant fields of bilateral cooper-

ation, the ambassador said Japan and Kuwait have
strong cooperation in critical areas such as electricity
and water. Japanese companies contribute to the elec-
tricity sector in Kuwait, including through participating
in the Al-Zour North project. “Japan Center for
Cooperation in the Middle East (JCCME) extended
technical cooperation to the Ministry of Public Works
and Ministry of Electricity and Water for an efficient

water and sewage system. I would like to expand such
cooperation into new areas, such as medicine, IT and
environment,” he said.

Regarding tourism and human exchanges, Yasunari
said: “People-to-people exchange is an important ele-
ment for friendship between the two countries. I am
pleased to see many Kuwaiti people like Japanese tradi-
tional culture, such as Japanese tea, Japanese temples,
Japanese martial arts like karate and Japanese popular
culture like anime and manga.” He noted that the
Japanese Embassy will organize a beach cleaning event
titled Operation Turtle next month and a Japanese
speech contest in December. 

Ambassador Yasunari affirmed that visas take a
few days to be issued, revealing that 200 visas were
issued in the past two weeks. “Japan is now open to
foreign tourists after lifting most of the restrictions
introduced during the pandemic. The embassy is now
ready to issue tourist visas. Please visit Japan to enjoy
beautiful natural landscapes, such as fall foliage in
autumn and serene snowy landscapes. There are well-
developed cities in Japan, such as Sapporo, Sendai
and Kanazawa in the north, Nagoya and Osaka in the
center, and Hakata and Okinawa in the south, to name
a few,” he said.

“You can enjoy unique cultures and shopping in all
cities, using a well-developed public transportation sys-
tem. Of course, Hiroshima and Nagasaki are well-known
because they were reconstructed after the devastation
by nuclear bombs. Japan is also a country of gourmet
cuisine, from sushi and shrimp tempura to soul food like
okonomiyaki and ramen. Hospitality, which we say
“omotenashi” in Japanese, is one of the Japanese peo-
ple’s virtues, like Arab people always warmly welcome
guests with Arabic coffee and dates,” Yasunari told
Kuwait Times.

A student visa can be issued as soon as a student is
accepted by a university in Japan. “I would like to see
more Kuwaiti students studying in universities in Japan.
Japanese universities are strong in science and technol-
ogy. We are prepared to supply those who would like to
study in Japan with information on studying in Japan.
Kuwait University offers Japanese language courses, so
I encourage you to have fun by studying Japanese. I
would like to promote human exchanges in education,
science and technology in collaboration with relevant
Japanese and Kuwaiti organizations, including universi-
ties,” Yasunari said.

Exploring Kuwait
Yasunari expressed his interest in exploring Kuwait

more. “Kuwait is a country of hidden treasures. It needs
to be explored. It has hidden gems like its narrow
streets, small shops in Mubarakiya and interesting and
friendly talks in diwaniyas,” he said. “I’m impressed with
Kuwaitis’ openness and knowledge about foreign coun-
tries, especially Japan. Kuwait is not well known to for-
eign people. I tried to prepare myself for Kuwait, but
there was not much information about the country in
Japan. After my arrival, I found out what kind of country
Kuwait is,” he added.

The Japanese ambassador called on Kuwaitis to visit
Japan to educate people about their country. “Kuwaiti
people are open, well-educated and aspirational in
many fields. I think it would be very good for Kuwaiti
people to visit Japan and show others what they have.
We will host the World Expo 2025 in Osaka. I would
like to see Kuwaitis explaining Kuwait’s achievements
and aspirations to the Japanese people,” he concluded.

Empowering Kuwaiti
women boosts Kuwait’s
economic development
By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: General Secretarial of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development held on Monday a meet-
ing to launch the Women and Business Committee in the
presence of Sheikha Intisar Al-Sabah, founder of
Alnowair initiative, Khaled Mahdi, Secretary General of
the Council and Lubna Al-Qadi, representing Kuwait
University.

The committee aims to highlight the role of women’s
leadership in achieving the fifth goal of the Sustainable
Development Goals and Kuwait’s 2035 vision that sup-
ports empowering women economically to get involved
in both private and public sectors to achieve more
progress and prosperity for Kuwaiti women.

Mahdi told Kuwait Times that one of the reasons for
establishing this committee is to upgrade the country’s
rank in the women and business indices; therefore, sev-
eral important decisions should be taken in the matter of
women empowerment. “This indicator affects other eco-
nomic indicators, so we seek to empower women in the
political, social and economic aspects. These are in line
with the New Kuwait 2035 vision and the policies of the
development plan, as well as the Sustainable
Development Goals approved by Kuwait and the coun-
tries of the world,” he said.

“In cooperation with Sheikha Intisar Al-Sabah, we
succeeded to establish a platform that is playing a great
role in listing Kuwaiti women’s achievements. The plat-
form is titled Kuwaiti Women Leaders for Change. In
addition, the Women Empowerment Program (WPE) is
under the supervision of Lubna Al-Qadi,” Mahdi added.

“The Kuwaiti Women Leaders for Change platform
aims to create a list of all potential female leaders in
Kuwait. This list will be available to all governmental and
non-governmental decision makers to increase women in
leadership roles in Kuwait,” Sheikha Intisar said. “The
committee has been meeting for a year and we are cur-
rently launching it officially. We will be circulating the
platform and sharing it with as many Kuwaiti women as
we can, so they can join the platform. We will then select
those who have leadership backgrounds to provide to

governmental and non-governmental organizations and
entities,” she said. “After we launched this platform, our
next step will be to launch another platform with all
NGOs and social societies related to women empower-
ment to support them to grow.”

The most important functions of the Women and
Business Committee, as Mahdi mentioned in the meeting,
is monitoring challenges in developing legislation regu-
lating women and business; submitting recommenda-
tions to competent authorities on legislation and deci-
sions that enhance the indicators of women and business
issued by the World Bank; follow up the implementation
of recommendations on legislation and decisions; and
build an interactive platform under the slogan Kuwaiti
Women Leaders for Change to support decision makers
in selecting qualified Kuwaiti women to fill leadership
positions.

“The current data indicates that the percentage of
women in leadership positions in the state has reached
21 percent. After the appointment of four women in the
Municipal Council, the victory of two women in the
National Assembly elections and the appointment of two
women ministers in the new government formation, we
look forward to increasing the percentage of women in
leadership positions. The formation of the new govern-
ment follows the formation of new boards of directors in
various government bodies, which were dissolved
recently,” Mahdi said.

“In addition, there are other leadership positions
vacant in all ministries and government agencies, and
there is also an expansion in the private sector, and it
was necessary for women to have a greater share in
these vacancies in order to have an effective role, benefit
from educated and experienced female cadre and
achieve the desired change,” he added. 

Mahdi said the most important objectives of the
Kuwaiti Women Leaders for Change interactive platform
is that it should serve as a database that collects all
information related to women, their educational qualifi-
cations and experiences, and is available to all parties for
use when needed; supporting decision makers in select-
ing qualified Kuwaiti women to occupy leadership posi-
tions; motivating women to interact and participate in
the community with the Kuwaiti Women Leaders for
Change platform to activate their role in empowering
women to assume leadership positions; work to increase
the percentage of women’s candidacies and their equal
access with men to government leadership positions in
all state institutions and economic and community
boards of directors. 

Italian Embassy
announces
cultural events
KUWAIT: With two important concerts for cello
and piano by young talents from Italy, organized
with the Accademia Chigiana di Siena and open free
of charge to all interested public, Wednesday, Oct 26
at Salmiya’s Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theater (at
19.00) and Thursday, Oct 27 at Yarmouk Cultural
Center (at 19.00), the Embassy of Italy closes its
2021-22 musical season, waiting to open the 2022-23
season in November, thanks to the engagement and
availability of these two important institutions of the
country and of the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters.

In November - declared the Ambassador of Italy to
Kuwait Carlo Baldocci - Italy will open its new cultural
season in Kuwait as the guest of honor country at the
45th edition of the Kuwait International Book Fair
(among other things with an offer of interesting lectures
dedicated to Italy and the relationship between Italy and
Kuwait, from Nov 16 to 26, throughout the duration of
the event), with the opening of an exhibition on the

History of the Italian
Language at the National
Library of Kuwait and with
a new proposal of courses
to learn the Italian lan-
guage. 

An important concert by
Bel Canto Italiano, with
classic opera arias, always
in collaboration with the
Accademia Chigiana, will
open the new musical sea-
son of the Embassy to the

public free of charge at Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theater
on Nov 17 (at 7.00 pm). Also in November, we will cele-
brate a week of Italian cuisine in the world, with various
initiatives, among other things at the restaurants of some
of the main hotels in Kuwait.

Italy and Kuwait - concluded Ambassador Baldocci -
last year celebrated 60 years of recognition and the start
of diplomatic relations. “We have entered the new phase
with great enthusiasm that will allow us to strengthen,
expand our bilateral collaboration and launch new initia-
tives in areas of friendship that cover the political, eco-
nomic and cultural dimensions of relations: Gov to Gov,
Business to Business, People to People are the three
modalities on which we will work with constant enthusi-
asm and which will bring our two countries even closer,”
Baldocci said. 
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