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BAKHMUT, Ukraine: Local residents stand near a structure on fire after shelling in the town of Bakhmut, in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region. — AFP

MOSCOW: Moscow said Monday that Ukraine 
had nearly completed developing a “dirty bomb,” 
after Russia’s defence minister in calls with NATO 
counterparts claimed Kyiv’s forces were planning to 
deploy the weapon. 

“According to the information we have, two 
organisations in Ukraine have specific instructions 
to create a so-called ‘dirty bomb’. This work is in its 
final stage,” Lieutenant General Igor Kirillov said in 
a statement on Monday. 

He said Kyiv was planning to accuse Russia of 
“using weapons of mass destruction in Ukraine and 
thus launch a powerful anti-Russian campaign in the 
world”. The weapon would be composed of 
radioactive elements “creating radioactive contami-
nation over large areas, and potentially also leading 
to radiation diseases” after detonation. 

Ukraine’s foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba said 
UN nuclear agency (IAEA) chief Rafael Grossi 

accepted his request to “urgently send experts to 
peaceful facilities in Ukraine which Russia deceit-
fully claims to be developing a dirty bomb.” 

The United Kingdom, the United States and 
France issued a joint statement dismissing the claim 
earlier on Monday. “Our countries made clear that 
we all reject Russia’s transparently false allegations 
that Ukraine is preparing to use a dirty bomb on its 
own territory,” according to the statement. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said the 
reaction from the West was “in line with their reck-
less support for their protege (Ukraine President 
Volodymyr) Zelensky, their indulgence for his 
Russophobic actions and destruction of civilian 
population,” during a press conference Monday. 

Zelensky on Sunday refuted the accusation and 
called for a harsh answer from the West. “If Russia 
calls and says that Ukraine is allegedly preparing 
something, it means one thing: Russia has already 

prepared all this,” Zelensky said in a video address 
on social media. 

Meanwhile, a presenter with state-funded 
Russian television channel RT apologised on 
Monday after being suspended for calling for the 
burning of Ukrainian children. “I apologise to every-
one who was stunned by this. I apologise to 
Margarita, to everyone who found these comments 
wild, unthinkable,” Anton Krasovsky, a 47-year-old 
pro-Kremlin pundit under Western sanctions, said 
on Telegram. 

Margarita Simonyan, the chief editor of RT, for-
merly called Russia Today, during the night from 
Sunday to Monday announced the channel was sus-
pending its work with Krasovsky over his “wild and 
disgusting statement”. 

Krasovsky’s comments last week sparked an 
uproar on social media, after he responded to a 
guest talking about meeting Ukrainian children in 

the 1980s who said they saw Russia as an occupier 
in Soviet times. These children “need to be 
drowned... shove them into their huts and burn them 
up,” Krasovsky said. Simonyan, who has been a 
fierce supporter of Russia’s military action in 
Ukraine, said on Monday she wanted to “warn those 
who call for atrocities. Don’t do it.” 

The Russian investigative committee, which looks 
into serious crimes, said it had ordered a probe into 
the incident after a viewer complained. Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on Sunday called 
on governments to “ban RT worldwide”, accusing 
the channel of “aggressive genocide incitement”. 

Krasovsky had previously said on air that Ukraine 
“should not exist, and we are doing everything to 
make sure it does not.” Accused of spreading 
Kremlin propaganda, RT has been blocked in most 
Western countries since President Vladimir Putin 
sent troops to Ukraine on February 24. — AFP
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LILLE, France: A 12-year-old girl whose murder 
shocked France and also sparked a bitter political con-
troversy was to be laid to rest on Monday, with an 
Algerian woman already targeted by an expulsion 
order charged with the killing. 

The murder and brutal assault of the girl known as 
Lola was branded as “evil” by President Emmanuel 
Macron after her body was found earlier this month 
stuffed into in a trunk in Paris. But it also prompted 
right-wing and far-right critics to accuse his govern-
ment of not doing enough to prevent illegal migration, 
with ministers hitting back that such rebukes were 
inappropriate at this time. 

The family of Lola have urged that squabbles be set 
aside and the young girl be laid to rest in “respect and 
dignity” when her funeral takes place later Monday in 
the town of Lillers, in her home region in northern 
France. The funeral mass is open to the public but the 
family wants the burial in the cemetery to be strictly 
private. Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin, a close ally 
of Macron, is taking part. “I want that Lola’s parents 
have the possibility to live,” said the bishop of Arras 
Olivier Leborgne who will lead the ceremony. “I hope 
that people are very sober, discreet and very respect-
ful,” he told France 3 TV. 

Just 500 people can attend inside the church but, 
given the expected presence of thousands of people, 
loudspeakers will be set up to allow them to follow the 
ceremony outside.  

Macron had on Friday spoken of the “atrociousness 
of the crime” which he described as an act of “extreme 
evil”. He praised the “dignified” behaviour of her family 
who he said deserved “first and foremost the respect 
and affection of the nation.” 

But the profile of the suspect, a woman named only 
as Dahbia B., an Algerian who was the subject of an 
expulsion order, has prompted stinging criticism from 
the right and one of the most bitter political debates 
since Macron’s re-election in May. 

She had overstayed a student visa and had failed to 
comply with a notice issued in August to leave France 
within 30 days. On Monday, the 24-year-old was 

charged with the rape and murder of a minor aged 
under 15 along with torture and abuse. 

The woman has confessed she had then “committed 
harm of a sexual nature and other violent acts against 
(Lola) that caused her death, and hid her body in the 
trunk,” prosecutors said. According to the autopsy, the 
young girl died due to “cardio-respiratory failure with 
signs of asphyxia and cervical compression”. The 
investigation will now focus on whether the suspect 
was suffering from a psychiatric disorder at the time of 
the killing and can face criminal responsiblity for the 
murder. Eric Ciotti, MP from the right-wing 
Republicans (LR) party, denounced a “criminal migra-
tory laxism” while extreme-right figure and candidate 
in the May polls Eric Zemmour even used the term 
“francocide” to describe the killing. 

The far-right National Rally (RN) observed a 
minute of silence in parliament with the head of its 
MPs Marine Le Pen insisting on the need for “answers” 
from the government. Her parents, who met with 
Macron last week, on Friday pleaded with politicians 
to stop exploiting their daughter’s murder, after her 
photo was displayed at a far-right demonstration in 
Paris the day before. In a statement sent to AFP on 
Friday, they called for an immediate end to “any use of 
the name and image of their child for political ends” so 
they could “honour the memory of their child in peace, 
respect and dignity”. —AFP 
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LILLERS, France: Funeral directors carry the coffin at 
the funeral of the 12-year-old girl, known as Lola, 
whose body was found earlier this month stuffed 
into in a trunk in Paris, in Lillers, northern France on 
October 24, 2022 — AFP 

NAIROBI, Kenya: Negotiators from the Ethiopian 
government and Tigrayan rebel authorities were 
readying Monday for peace talks in South Africa 
aimed at finding a peaceful solution to the brutal two-
year war. 

The African Union-led negotiations have been 
flagged to start Monday, after a surge in fighting that 
has triggered alarm in the international community. 
Kindeya Gebrehiwot, a spokesman for the rebel 
authorities in Tigray, announced their delegation’s 
arrival in South Africa in a tweet late Sunday. 

“Pressing: immediate cessation of hostilities, unfet-
tered humanitarian access & withdrawal of Eritrean 
forces. There can’t be a military solution!” he added. 
Addis Ababa said in a statement its delegation had left 
for South Africa on Monday morning, adding: “The 
government of Ethiopia views the talks as an opportu-
nity to peacefully resolve the conflict and consolidate 
the improvement of the situation on the ground.” 

But it also said its forces “have continued taking 
control of major urban centres in the past few days”, 
without identifying them. Last week, the government 
vowed to take control of airports and other federal 
sites in Tigray from the rebels as Ethiopian and 
Eritrean troops seized towns in the region including 
the strategic city of Shire, sending civilians fleeing. 

Fighting resumed in August, shattering a five-month 
truce, and has seen the return of the Eritrean army in 
support of Ethiopian forces and their regional allies. In 
two years, the conflict in Africa’s second most popu-
lous country has left millions in need of humanitarian 
aid, and according to the United States, as many as 
half a million dead. The South African government itself 
has not confirmed the talks or disclosed a venue. 

Abiy, who sent troops into Tigray in November 
2020 promising a quick victory over the northern 
region’s dissident leaders in the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), had said Thursday the war 
“would end and peace will prevail”. 

“Ethiopia will be peaceful, we will not continue 
fighting indefinitely,” said Abiy, who won the 2019 

Nobel Peace Prize for his rapprochment with Eritrea. 
International calls for a ceasefire and a withdrawal of 
Eritrean troops have grown since the AU failed earli-
er this month to bring the warring sides to the nego-
tiating table. 

The return to the battlefield in August halted des-
perately-needed aid for Tigray’s six million people who 
lack food, medicine and basic services. Tigray has been 
under a communications blackout for over a year, and 
independent reporting from the region has been heavi-
ly curtailed. 

The UN Security Council held a closed-doors 
meeting Friday to discuss the spiralling conflict and 
fears for civilians caught in the crossfire. The US envoy 
to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, said 
after the talks that thousands of Ethiopian, Eritrean 
and Tigrayan forces were engaged in active combat. 

“The scale of the fighting and deaths rival what 
we’re seeing in Ukraine, and innocent civilians are 
being caught in the crossfire,” she said. “Over two 
years of conflict, as many as half a million-half a mil-
lion-people have died, and the United States is 
deeply concerned about the potential for further 
mass atrocities.” 

The International Crisis Group (ICG) think tank 
said while reliable data was scarce, it believed the 
fighting since August alone may have involved more 
than half a million combatants and killed tens of thou-
sands of people. — AFP 
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ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: People gather in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, during a demonstration in support 
of Ethiopia armed forces. Tigray’s rebel authorities 
said they would attend talks next week aimed at 
ending war in Ethiopia. — AFP


