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JERUSALEM: A week before Zionist entity’s fifth 
general election in less than four years, one question 
dominates: Will the hawkish ex-prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu return to power? 

Polls show he would likely need heavy backing 
from the country’s rising extreme-right to form a 
government — a scenario which, one expert 
warned, would spell “disaster” for Zionist entity’s 
democracy. Netanyahu served as premier for a total 
of 15 years, a record in Zionist entity’s 74-year his-
tory, before he was ousted in June 2021 by a motley 
alliance of ideologically divided parties united only 
by their opposition to him. 

Widely known as “Bibi”, he was an ally of former 
US president Donald Trump and a dominant leader 
under whom Zionist politics shifted to the right and 
talks to resolve the Zionist-Palestinian conflict all 
but stalled. 

Despite being on trial for corruption and breach 
of trust, charges he denies, and undeterred by his 
failure to secure a majority government in four 
straight elections, Netanyahu has vowed to make a 
comeback. As opposition leader and head of the 
right-wing Likud party, the largest in parliament, 
the 73-year-old with a reputation as a wily strate-
gist has worked to exploit divisions in the coalition. 

The unlikely post-Netanyahu government 
included religious nationalists, centrists, left-

wingers and — for the first time in Zionist entity’s 
history — an independent Arab party. 

Netanyahu brought them down by ordering his 
parliamentary allies to vote against a measure even 
though they all ideologically backed it: A bill ensur-
ing that Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank 
could live under Zionist law. 

The Likud chief correctly bet that the coalition, 
deeply divided over the occupation, would crack 
over the issue. 

 
‘Most critical election’  

Naftali Bennett stepped down as premier in June, 
saying his government was no longer tenable. 
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid took over as caretaker 
premier, and elections were called for November 1. 

While the coalition’s collapse marked a clear tac-
tical victory for Netanyahu, polls show that he and 
his allies may once more struggle to secure a 61-
seat majority in the Knesset. 

Crucially, there appears no path towards a 
Netanyahu-led government without support from 
an extreme-right alliance known as Religious 
Zionism. 

That bloc includes Itamar Ben-Gvir, who has a 
history of using incendiary anti-Arab rhetoric and 
has voiced admiration for Baruch Goldstein, the 
mass murderer of Palestinians in the West Bank city 
of Hebron in 1994. 

“This election is perhaps the most critical 
because Netanyahu has allied himself with a racist 
party, and this could be disaster for Zionist entity’s 
democracy,” said Gayil Talshir, a political scientist at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

“The result could be the most extreme, right-
wing government that Zionist has ever had,” she 
told AFP. Lapid, a 58-year-old former television 
presenter who leads the centrist Yesh Atid party, 
has seen signs of rising support during his brief ten-
sure as interim prime minister. 

He hosted US President Joe Biden, met France’s 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris and German Chancellor 

Olaf Scholz in Berlin, and clinched a maritime bor-
der deal with hostile northern neighbour Lebanon. 

Lapid also oversaw a three-day army operation 
against Islamic Jihad militants in the blockaded 
Gaza Strip that, in the eyes of many Zionists, was 
successful. 

 
Jostling for seats  

“Lapid chose to observe this election from 
above, from the prime minister’s bureau,” wrote 
columnist Nahum Barnea in the leading daily Yediot 
Ahronot. “He chose to let everyone else scurry 
about, perspire, get their hands dirty and make mis-
takes, while he played the role of the responsible 
adult. “That restrained stance helped boost Yesh 

Atid in the polls, but it didn’t help the anti-Bibi 
bloc.” Polls late last week showed Yesh Atid set to 
win 24 seats, which would be a record for the party 
as an individual list. But the anti-Netanyahu bloc’s 
path to 61 seats also remains cloudy and would 
almost certainly require another fragile agreement 
among ideological opponents. 

Under Zionist’s system of proportional represen-
tation, lists need to cross a threshold of 3.25 percent 
of the vote to secure the minimum four seats — a 
hurdle that can derail coalition calculations. Some 
surveys indicate that the three Arab-led parties, 
which have decided not to run as a united bloc, are 
each teetering around the cut-off point, which could 
see them thrown out of parliament. — AFP 
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BEIRUT, Lebanon: Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri (R) opens the 4th 
session to elect a new President, flanked by his deputy Elias Bou Saab, in Beirut 
on October 24, 2022.  — AFP

STOCKHOLM: This handout photo made available on Oct 24, 2022 shows maritime archaeologists div-
ing at the 17th-century warship “Vasa” in a strait off the island of Vaxholm just outside the capital on 
Dec 13, 2021. — AFP 

MIGDAL HAEMEQ: Two girls pose for a “selfie” photo before a camper wagon showing a Likud party 
electoral banner depicting its leader former prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu, before a campaign ral-
ly, ahead of the November general elections. — AFP

BEIRUT, Lebanon: Lebanon’s parlia-
ment failed Monday for a fourth time to 
elect a successor to President Michel 
Aoun, with lawmakers divided over a 
candidate opposed by the powerful 
Hezbollah movement. 

Already governed by a caretaker cabi-
net, crisis-hit Lebanon is hurtling towards 
an imminent power vacuum, with just days 
before the current president’s term finishes 
at the end of the month. Parliament speak-
er Nabih Berri called for another vote on 
Thursday in the hope of overcoming long-
running arguments. 

A total of 50 lawmakers in Lebanon’s 
128-seat parliament left their votes blank, 
many from the Iran-backed Hezbollah and 

its allies. Their rivals mostly backed law-
maker Michel Moawad, whose father Rene 
Moawad was a former president. 

He has emerged as a frontrunner since 
parliament first met to name a president 
last month. But Moawad, who won 39 
votes on Monday, was still was far short 
the 86 ballots needed-two-thirds of 
seats-to win. 

University professor and activist Issam 
Khalife took 10 votes, cast by independent 
lawmakers who emerged from a mass 2019 
anti-government protest movement, as 
well as others. But the required quorum 
was lost before a second round could be 
held, after some lawmakers walked out-a 
recurring scenario in past votes. 

Moawad’s  supporters  accused 
Hezbollah and its allies of obstructing a 
second round of voting to negotiate 
with other blocs, effectively preventing 
the election. 

“No bloc in parliament can impose a 
president, not Hezbollah nor anyone else,” 

said Elias Hankash, a lawmaker from the 
Kataeb Party that supports Moawad. 
Hankash accused lawmakers who left par-
liament of “systematic disruption”, 
because there were not enough lawmakers 
to make a vote legitimate. 

Under Lebanon’s longstanding confes-
sional power-sharing system, the presi-
dency is reserved for a Maronite Christian. 
Aoun was elected in 2016 after a more 
than two-year vacancy at the presidential 
palace, as lawmakers made 45 failed 
attempts to name a candidate. 

Since late 2019, Lebanon has been crip-
pled by an economic crisis, dubbed by the 
World Bank as one of the worst in recent 
history. Economic meltdown has pushed 
most Lebanese into poverty. 

Talks with the International Monetary 
Fund to unlock billions of dollars in loans 
have stalled, as Lebanese leaders have 
been unable to enact substantial reforms 
demanded by the lender and donor coun-
tries. — AFP
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Kingdom is a great country, but there is no doubt 

we face a profound economic challenge.” “We now 
need stability and unity and I will make it my utmost 
priority to bring our party and our country together,” 
he said, appearing to rebuff calls from opposition par-
ties for an early general election.  

Just seven weeks after he lost out to Truss following 
Johnson’s own removal from office, Sunak pulled off a 
stunning reversal in fortunes, and is vowing to do the 
same for Britain on a platform of fiscal responsibility. 
But 62 percent of voters want a national election before 
the end of the year, pollster Ipsos said. Another poll by 
YouGov said Labour leader Keir Starmer was favored 
as the “best prime minister” in parliamentary 389 con-
stituencies-while Sunak was favored in 127. 

Scottish leader Nicola Sturgeon, whose national-
ist government in Edinburgh wants to hold an inde-
pendence referendum next year, was among the first 
to congratulate Sunak. “I wish him well... notwith-
standing our political differences,” she said. “That he 
becomes the first British Asian - indeed the first from 
any minority ethnic background - to become PM is a 

genuinely significant moment.” 
The contest, triggered by Truss’ resignation on 

Thursday, had required candidates to secure the sup-
port of at least 100 Conservative MPs by 2:00 pm 
(1300 GMT) on Monday. Only Sunak made the thresh-
old, Brady announced. Sunak, a wealthy descendant of 
immigrants from India and East Africa, had crossed that 
threshold by Friday night, and amassed nearly 200 
public nominations - more than half the parliamentary 
Tory party. 

Johnson’s withdrawal from the race - before he had 
even formally announced his candidacy - left cabinet 
member Mordaunt the only other declared contender. 
However she failed to garner the necessary support, 
putting an abrupt end to the contest. Sunak’s victory 
came on the day Hindus worldwide mark the start of 
the five-day festival of Diwali - a celebration of the vic-
tory of good over evil. When he was chancellor of the 
exchequer, in Nov 2020, Sunak marked the occasion by 
lighting oil lamps on the front step of the chancellor’s 
official residence at 11 Downing Street. 

The Tories were forced into their second leadership 
contest since the summer due to Truss’s resignation fol-
lowing a disastrous market response to her tax-slashing 
budget plans. Johnson’s attempt to make an immediate 
return to Downing Street had raised the prospect of 
months of disarray and disunity within the ruling 
Conservatives. Critical backbench Tory MPs warned there 
could have been a wave of resignations under Johnson’s 
renewed leadership, which might have led to a general 
election. One is not due for at least two years.— AFP 
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get jabs for both the influenza and booster shot 

for COVID-19 as soon as possible. 
On Monday, the WHO also marked World Polio 

Day, a disease which affects mostly the very young 
and causes paralysis, and has been virtually wiped 
out in the western world. A mutated variant of the 
polio virus derived from oral polio vaccines has 
however recently been detected in the UK, Ukraine, 
the Zionist entity and the US. Less virulent than the 
natural virus, this variant can nevertheless cause 
severe symptoms, such as limb paralysis in unvacci-
nated patients. 

While rare, the variant has become more com-
mon in recent years due to low vaccination rates 
in some communities. “I think it’s important that 
we understand that anywhere in the globe if we 
left people behind, the polio virus is a very good 
barometer to tell us who are they,” WHO Europe 
expert Siddhartha Datta told reporters. Datta 
explained that regardless of the region, the popu-
lations affected were those “underserved,” mean-
ing that they for different reasons had not 
received enough vaccines to reach the 95 percent 
coverage target. 

No cases of the natural polio virus have been 
reported in Europe for more than 20 years. “This is 
not something we can take for granted,” Kluge said. 
In the region as a whole, coverage with the third 
dose of the polio vaccine fell by one percent 
between 2019 and 2020. By 2021, only 25 of the 53 
countries had achieved 95 percent polio vaccine 
coverage.  — AFP 
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STOCKHOLM: Swedish maritime archaeologists have 
discovered the long-lost sister vessel of the iconic 17th-
century warship “Vasa”, which sank on its maiden voy-
age, the Swedish Museum of Wrecks said on Monday. 
Launched in 1629, “Applet” (The Apple) was built by the 
same shipbuilder as the famed 69-m “Vasa”, which is 
now on display in Stockholm after being salvaged in the 
1960s. “Our pulses raced when we saw how similar the 
wreck was to Vasa,” said Jim Hansson, maritime archae-
ologist at the museum. 

The huge shipwreck was discovered in Dec 2021 in a 
strait off the island of Vaxholm just outside the capital, 
Stockholm, according to the museum. Hansson said the 
construction and the dimensions seemed “very familiar” 
to them, sparking hope it could be one of Vasa’s sister 
ships. While parts of the ship’s sides had fallen off, the 
hull was preserved up to the lower gundeck, and the 
parts that had fallen off showed gunports on two levels. 

A more thorough survey of the wreck was carried out 
in the spring of 2022, which revealed ship details that 
had previously only been seen on the Vasa. The museum 

said technical details as well as measurements and wood 
samples confirmed that it was “indeed Applet, Vasa’s sis-
ter ship”. In 2019, the same museum reported the discov-
ery of two other warships in the same area. 
Archaeologists at the time believed that one of them 
could have been Applet, but further investigations 
showed that those vessels instead were two medium-
sized warships from 1648 - named “Apollo” and “Maria”. 

“With ‘Applet’, we can add another key piece of the 
puzzle in the development of Swedish shipbuilding,” 
Hansson said, adding that this enabled researchers to 
study the differences between Applet and Vasa. “This 
will help us understand how the large warships evolved, 
from the unstable Vasa to seaworthy behemoths that 
could control the Baltic Sea - a decisive factor in 
Sweden’s emergence as a great power in the 1600s,” 
Patrik Hoglund, another maritime archeologist at the 
museum, said. 

Named after one of Sweden’s kings, “Vasa” was 
originally meant to serve as a symbol of Sweden’s 
military might but instead capsized after sailing just 
over 1,000 m. It was salvaged in 1961 and is cur-
rently on display at the Vasa Museum in Stockholm, 
one of  Sweden’s  most  popular  tour ist  spots . 
According to the museum, the designer of both 
ships, Hein Jakobsson, realized that Vasa’s propor-
tions could lead to instability even before she was 
launched and therefore built Applet wider than her 
ill-fated sister. — AFP 
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