
BARISAL, Bangladesh: Hundreds of thousands of
people were being evacuated Monday from the
path of a cyclone careening towards densely popu-
lated, low-lying Bangladesh, according to officials.
About 33,000 Rohingya refugees from Myanmar,
controversially relocated to a storm-prone island in
the Bay of Bengal, were also advised to remain
indoors.

Cyclones-the equivalent of hurricanes in the
North Atlantic or typhoons in the Northwest
Pacific-are a regular and deadly menace on the
coast of the northern Indian Ocean where tens of
millions of people live.

But scientists say climate change is likely making
them more intense and frequent, and Bangladesh is
already rated by the UN as one of the countries
most affected by extreme weather events since the
turn of the century.

Cyclone Sitrang, packing gusts of 88 kilometres
(55 miles) per hour, was forecast to make landfall
near the southern Bangladeshi town of Khepupara
by Tuesday morning, the weather office said. Most
worrying for authorities was the predicted storm
surge of up to three metres (10 feet) above normal
tide levels, which could inundate areas home to mil-
lions of people.

Officials in the coastal districts of Patuakhali,
Bhola, Barguna and Jhalakathi told AFP that up to
400,000 people would be evacuated from vulnera-
ble villages and islands into shelters. “We have a
plan to evacuate some 250,000 people. There are
703 cyclone shelters in the district and many multi-
storied buildings. We will complete the evacuation

by tonight,” Patuakhali district administrator Kamal
Hossain told AFP.

The Red Crescent Society has mobilised tens of
thousands of volunteers to use loudhailers to alert
people and help villagers evacuate, spokesman
Shahinur Rahman told AFP. The newly formed silt
island of Bhashan Char, where Bangladesh has been
relocating Rohingya refugees to alleviate camp
overcrowding, was also expected to be hit by heavy
rains and strong winds. “The Bhashan Char shelters
are protected by a 19-feet high embankment. Still,
we asked people to stay at home,” a senior security
officer told AFP from the island.

India
In the neighbouring eastern Indian state of West

Bengal, several thousand people were also being
evacuated as a precaution, with more than 100
relief centres opened, officials said. “A special squad
is making round-the-clock vigil along the coastline
of the state,” West Bengal government minister
Arup Biswas said.

“Fishermen have been asked not to venture into
sea. Ferry services have also been suspended,” he
said. In 2020, Cyclone Amphan, the second “super
cyclone” ever recorded over the Bay of Bengal,
killed more than 100 people in Bangladesh and
India, and affected millions.

Last year, more than a million people were evac-
uated along India’s east coast before Cyclone Yaas
battered the area with winds gusting up to 155 kilo-
metres (96 miles) an hour-equivalent to a Category
2 hurricane.

The 1970 Bhola cyclone, one of the world’s worst
natural disasters, killed several hundred thousand
people in Bangladesh-then known as East Pakistan-

and India. In recent years, better forecasting and
more effective evacuation planning have dramatical-
ly reduced the death toll from such storms. — AFP
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North, South Korea 
trade warning shots
on maritime border
SEOUL, South Korea: South Korea’s military
said Monday it had fired warning shots at a
North Korean ship that crossed the countries’
de facto maritime border, prompting the North
to fire a warning in return.

Pyongyang has conducted a blitz of
weapons tests, including what it claimed were
tactical nuclear drills, in recent weeks, with
Seoul and Washington ramping up joint mili-
tary exercises in response. With talks long-
stalled, North-South relations are at one of
their testiest points in years, with Pyongyang’s
Kim Jong Un last month declaring his country
an “irreversible” nuclear power, effectively
ending negotiations over his banned weapons
programmes.

Never officially delineated by the 1953
armistice agreement that brought Korean War
hostilities to a close, the maritime border
remains a flashpoint and has been the location
of several previous clashes between the two
sides. A North Korean merchant vessel crossed
what is known as the Northern Limit Line at
3:42 am (1842 GMT) but retreated north after
Seoul’s navy fired warning shots, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

“The North’s continuing provocations and
reckless claims undermine peace and stability
on the Korean peninsula and international
community,” JCS said in a statement, urging
Pyongyang to “stop immediately”.

North Korea response 
Pyongyang’s Korean People’s Army said a

South Korean military vessel had “invaded” the
de facto border by 2.5 to 5 kilometres (1.5 to 3
miles) a few minutes later and that the KPA
fired 10 warning rounds from the country’s
west coast. KPA “coastal defence units on the
western front... took an initial countermeasure
to powerfully expel the enemy warship by fir-
ing 10 shells of multiple rocket launchers
toward the territorial waters, where naval ene-
my movement was detected, at 5:15,” a KPA
General Staff spokesman said in a statement
carried by state media.

“The KPA General Staff once again sends a
grave warning to the enemies who made (a)
naval intrusion in the wake of such provocations
as the recent artillery firing and loudspeaker
broadcasting,” he said. North Korea has fired
multiple artillery barrages this month into a
maritime “buffer-zone” that was set up in 2018
as a way to reduce tensions between the two
countries during a period of ill-fated diplomacy.

The moves are part of a dramatic increase
this year in what Seoul calls “provocations” by
the North, including conducting its longest-
ever missile launch by distance, which overflew
Japan and prompted rare evacuation warnings.

Seoul has also recently conducted live-fire
drills, and the US re-deployed a nuclear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier to the region to conduct
large-scale trilateral drills also involving Tokyo.

“The merchant ship’s incursion and the
North’s artillery firings demonstrate the lack of
consensus on the NLL border,” Cheong Seong-
chang, a researcher at the Sejong Institute told
AFP. “The North could attempt to invalidate the
NLL later with the backdrop of military confi-
dence in its tactical nuclear arsenal,” he said.
Experts and officials in Seoul and Washington
have been warning for months that Kim is close
to conducting another nuclear test-which would
be his country’s seventh. —AFP

FARIDPUR, Bangladesh: Commuters make their way along a street during a rain shower in Faridpur on October
24, 2022. Bangladeshi authorities were evacuating hundreds of thousands of people from the path of a cyclone
heading for the densely populated, low-lying country. —AFP

Bangladesh evacuates hundreds 
of thousands ahead of cyclone

Red Crescent Society mobilises tens of thousands of volunteers to use loudhailers to alert people

Japan minister resigns 
after Unification 
Church scrutiny
TOKYO: A Japanese minister resigned on
Monday following allegations over his ties to the
Unification Church, which is under renewed
scrutiny after the assassination of former prime
minister Shinzo Abe.

Daishiro Yamagiwa, minister for economic revi-
talisation, said he did not want the allegations to
“affect the parliamentary debate”, without naming
the church.

Last week Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
ordered a government probe into the group,
which has been in the spotlight because the man
accused of killing Abe in July was reportedly
motivated by resentment against it.

The sect’s Japan chapter has been accused of
pressuring adherents to make hefty donations and
blamed for child neglect among members.

The church, officially known as the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification, has
denied wrongdoing, but a parade of former
members have gone public with criticism of its
practices.

Members of the church are sometimes referred
to as “Moonies” after Korean founder Sun Myung
Moon, who died in 2012. Yamagiwa has been
under fire in parliament following local media
reports about his alleged ties to the group-partly
because he appeared in a group photo in 2019
with Hak Ja Han, the wife of founder Moon.

The politician had confirmed it was him in the
image, but said in parliament on Monday that his
memory about “the photo with her... is unclear”.
He has also previously said he joined an event
organised by the church in 2018.

The politician said Monday he planned to stay
on as a lawmaker. “I deeply regret that my atten-

dance at several meetings of the organisation has
resulted in giving credit to the said organisation,”
he said.

“After this was pointed out to me by an outside
party, I had to follow up with explanations. As a
result, it caused trouble for the government.”
Kishida said Monday he accepted Yamagiwa’s
resignation and would announce a replacement on
Tuesday.

The government’s approval ratings have plum-
meted to 38 percent, according to the latest poll by

public broadcaster NHK, after revelations about
the church’s links with top politicians. The investi-
gation could lead to a dissolution order, which
would see the church lose its status as a tax-
exempt religious organisation, though it could still
continue to operate.

Only two religious groups in Japan have ever
received such an order, reports said, one of which
was the Aum Shinrikyo cult that carried out the
1995 sarin attack on the Tokyo metro. The other is
a group that defrauded members. — AFP

TOKYO, Japan: Japan’s Economic Revitalization Minister Daishiro Yamagiwa (L) answers questions after
announcing his intention to resign at the prime minister’s office in Tokyo on October 24, 2022. —AFP

Pakistan reporter
dies in Kenya 
police shooting
NAIROBI: A top Pakistani news anchor was shot
dead in Kenya — allegedly by police — just
months after he fled his home country to avoid
sedition charges, investigators said Monday.

Arshad Sharif was a frequent critic of Pakistan’s
powerful military establishment and supporter of
former prime minister Imran Khan, who was oust-
ed in a parliamentary no-confidence vote in April.
“There is an alleged police killing of a Pakistani
national,” Ann Makori, head of the Independent
Police Oversight Authority in Nairobi, told
reporters on Monday.

“Our rapid response team has already been dis-
patched to investigate the killing of the journalist.”
According to a police report seen by AFP, a car
carrying Sharif and another man was struck by
around nine rounds Sunday night as it crossed a
makeshift roadblock in a remote area some 40
kilometres (25 miles) from the Kenyan capital
Nairobi.

The report did not say who fired at the car, but
said the pair carried on to the home of another
Pakistani national. There, Sharif was found to be
dead “with a gunshot wound on the head which
had penetrated from the back”.

The report said police at the time had been on
the lookout for a stolen car and an abducted per-
son. It did not say how this may have been con-
nected to Sharif’s death.

In August, Sharif interviewed senior opposition
politician Shahbaz Gill, who said that junior offi-
cers in Pakistan’s armed forces should not follow
orders that went against “the will of the majority”.

The comment led to the news channel being
briefly taken off air and an arrest warrant issued
for Sharif, who fled the country. The channel ARY
later said it had “cut ties” with him.

Gill was detained following the interview, and
Khan’s criticism of the judiciary for the detention
led to his own appearance in court. Pakistan has
been ruled by the military for several decades of
its 75-year history and criticism of the security
establishment has long been seen as a red line.

“I lost friend, husband and my favourite journal-
ist today, as per police he was shot in Kenya,”
Sharif’s wife Javeria Siddique tweeted Monday.
Pakistan’s foreign ministry confirmed the death.

Pakistan is ranked 157 out of 180 countries in a
press freedom index compiled by Reporters with-
out Borders, with journalists facing censorship and
intimidation. — AFP
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Nigeria calls for calm 
after US, UK warn 
of ‘terror’ threat
ABUJA, Nigeria: Western embassies in
Nigeria’s capital Abuja on Monday advised their
citizens in the country to limit their movements
due to what they called a higher threat of a “ter-
ror” attack, despite appeals for calm from the
authorities. It was unclear if the assessment from
the US, UK and other countries was based on a
new threat or because of incidents that had
already occurred. Insurgents linked to the
Islamic State group have claimed several attacks
in states surrounding the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) in the past six months, putting
many on edge in the city of six million.

On Sunday, the United States embassy in
Nigeria issued an advisory warning its citizens
of an “elevated risk of terror attacks in Nigeria,
specifically in Abuja,” without giving further
details. “Avoid all non-essential travel or move-
ment,” the statement said, adding that it was
“reducing services until further notice.”

Britain, Canada and Australia issued similar
warnings over the weekend, recommending citi-
zens in Nigeria and in Abuja in particular avoid
public spaces where crowds gather. The state-
ments also reminded that schools have been tar-
gets for Nigerian insurgents in the past.

In response, Nigeria’s domestic security
agency known as the Department of State
Services (DSS) advised “that necessary precau-
tions are taken by all.” DSS spokesperson Peter
Afunanya however said that there had been sim-
ilar warnings in the past. — AFP




