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HOBART: Bangladesh won their first-ever game in a
Twenty20 World Cup Super 12 Monday, with Taskin
Ahmed taking 4-25 as the Netherlands imploded ear-
ly and never recovered, losing by nine runs. The
Dutch, who battled through the preliminary round to
reach the Super 12, held the Asian nation to 144-8
with Paul van Meekeren becoming his country’s joint
all-time T20 wicket-taker along the way.

But they got off to a horror start in the run chase,
losing two wickets off the first two balls to Ahmed
then suffered two run-outs in one over to slump to
15-4 in cold conditions at Hobart. Colin Ackermann
with 62 played a lone hand, making his maiden T20
half-century as the Netherlands were all out for 135
on the final ball. Veteran Bangladesh captain Shakib
Al Hasan has played in every edition of the World
Cup since its inception in 2007 and this was his first

Super 12 victory. “It was an important win, I’ve
played all editions but haven’t won and that was on
the back of my mind,” he said.

“Taskin has been a good bowler for us, he has the
experience and pace. Most of the fielders in our team
are agile and quick, in the field we can save five to 10
runs, and that could be the big difference.” Defeat
was a heavy blow for the Dutch with two points des-
perately needed in a group that features heavy-
weights India, Pakistan and South Africa. But it was a
relief for Bangladesh, who had suffered from poor
form since the 2021 World Cup, playing 19 T20 inter-
nationals and losing 14.

Needless run-outs 
“Our bowlers were quite amazing, but our run-

outs (Max O’Dowd and Tom Cooper) were poor,”

said Netherlands skipper Shaun Edwards. “Hopefully
we can bring in a better performance with the bat,
looking forward to the next challenge (against India).”
After being sent into bat, Bangladesh plundered 12 off
the opening over and kept the pressure on. With tem-
peratures hovering around 12 Celsius (54 Fahrenheit),
the Dutch took time to warm up but when Van
Meekeren switched ends he found extra pace and
Soumya Sarkar (14) mistimed a pull shot to Bas De
Leede.

Spinner Tim Pringle was brought on and ended
fellow opener Najmul Shanto’s innings on 25 in the
next over. Litton Das was out for nine, slapping a Van
Beek ball to Tim Cooper at mid-off, before Al Hasan
fell four balls later, caught in the deep off Shariz
Ahmad to leave Bangladesh at 70-4. Van Meekeren
struck again, bowling Yasir Ali with a yorker to draw

level on 58 wickets with Pieter Seelaar as the
Netherland’s top T20 wicket-taker. Afif Hossain (38)
and Nurul Hasan (13) put on 44 before De Leede
removed them both in the same over.

The Netherlands had the worst possible start, as
Vikramjit Singh edged Ahmed to Ali at slip then De
Leede got a nick to wicketkeeper Hasan before
Ackermann successfully fended off the hat-trick
ball. Two needless run outs within three balls fol-
lowed with O’Dowd (8) and Cooper (0) the men
stranded. They reached 59-4 before captain Shaun
Edwards was undone by the spin of Al Hasan then
Pringle (1) departed to Hasan Mahmud. After a brief
rain delay Ackermann, who hit six fours and two
sixes in his 48-ball knock, gamely kept up the chase
before he was ninth man out trying to clear the
boundary again.— AFP 

Ahmed takes 4 as Bangladesh 
win first-ever Super 12 match

Netherlands imploded early and never recovered, losing by 9 runs

News in brief
Reigning world champion 
Sakamoto wins Skate title

NEW YORK: Reigning world champion Kaori
Sakamoto of Japan, bronze medalist at this year’s
Beijing Winter Olympics, won the Skate America
women’s title on Sunday by capturing the free
skate. The 22-year-old from Kobe won the long
program with 145.89 points and captured the
overall crown with a total of 217.61. American
Isabeau Levito, the world junior women’s champi-
on, was second on 206.66 with compatriot Amber
Glenn third on 197.61 after finishing in those posi-
tions in the free skate and Friday’s short program.
Levito, 15, was the youngest US woman on a
Skate America podium in 15 years. Americans
Madison Chock and Evan Bates won the ice dance
title with 202.80 points, edging compatriots
Kaitlin Hawayek and Jean-Luc Baker by .73 of a
point. Canada’s Marie-Jade Lauriault and Romain
le Gac were third on 178.30. 

Hamilton, Wolff pledge to 
lead Mercedes comeback

AUSTIN: Lewis Hamilton and Toto Wolff pledged
to keep fighting to take Mercedes back to the top
in Formula One after Red Bull ended their eight-
year domination on Sunday. Double world cham-
pion Max Verstappen’s record-equaling 13th win
of the season clinched Red Bull’s first teams title
since 2013, and fifth overall, with an emotional tri-
umph ahead of Hamilton and Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc. “We are much closer now,” said Wolff,
whose team struggled severely with “porpoising”
and bouncing in the first half of this season.
“Today, we were racing for a win and on the sec-
ond run, on the hard tyres, we were probably the
fastest car along with Max... But we were just off,
by two-tenths in the end. “But credit to Red Bull.
Max was really strong. And winning the construc-
tors’ title is what they deserve.” ” Wolff said
Mercedes understood their mistakes and their car
and were hoping to exploit their wind tunnel work
to return stronger next season.

Horner salutes Mateschitz 
after Red Bull team triumph

AUSTIN: Red Bull team chief Christian Horner
saluted Dieter Mateschitz’s enormous contribution
to the team and Formula One on Sunday after Max
Verstappen’s emotional triumph at the United
States Grand Prix. Twenty-four hours after the
death of the team’s founder and co-owner, aged
78, Horner said his legacy would live on as Red
Bull celebrated completing a title double by
clinching the constructors’ championship.
Verstappen had claimed his second drivers’ title
two weeks earlier at the Japanese Grand Prix, a
triumph that Horner said he was happy that
Mateschitz had lived to see. “His legacy lives on,”
Horner said. “He empowered us to go and make an
engine for the future. He was looking to the future.
Whilst he’s not here in person, he’s here in spirit
and his spirit and the Red Bull’s spirit and legacy
will live on.” Reflecting on Red Bull’s stirring suc-
cess at the Circuit of the Americas, where they
won the teams’ title for a fifth time, but first since
2013, Horner heaped praise on Verstappen’s
hunger and maturity.

Toulouse extend Top 
14 lead as Ramos stars 

PARIS: Fly-half Thomas Ramos scored all of
Toulouse’s points as the French Top 14 leaders
moved further clear with a 26-17 victory over La
Rochelle on Sunday. Toulouse have now won five
straight matches and lead second-placed Stade
Francais by nine points in the table. The key
moment in the clash between the last two winners
of the European Champions Cup came in the 12th
minute, when prop Reda Wardi was sent off for a
high tackle on Antoine Dupont. Hosts Toulouse led
14-3 at the break through Ramos’ try and three
penalties. La Rochelle fought back in the second
period with tries from Brice Dulin and Remi
Picquette but were denied even a losing bonus
point when Ramos slotted over his seventh penalty
in the 78th minute. The away side remained third in
the standings, a point behind Stade. — From AFP

RIDGELAND: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland celebrates
with Kyler Aubrey, of Statesboro, Ga after winning during
the final round of the CJ Cup at Congaree Golf Club on
October 23, 2022.— AFP 

Astros sweep Yankees 
to set up Phillies World 
Series showdown
NEW YORK: Bryce Harper’s game-winning home run
on Sunday powered the Philadelphia Phillies into the
World Series, where they will face Houston after the
Astros swept the New York Yankees out of the Major
League Baseball playoffs. The Phillies reached the
World Series for the first time in 13 years by beating
San Diego 4-3 to win the best-of-seven National
League Championship Series four games to one.
“We’re going to celebrate,” said Rhys Hoskins, who
smacked a two-run homer in the third and four homers
for the Phillies in the series. “So much hard work has
been done. It’s amazing. It has been a long time.
“We’ve got some work to do still, but National League
champions, what a beautiful thing.”

The Astros booked their fourth World Series
appearance in six seasons by edging the Yankees 6-5
in New York to capture the American League
Championship Series in four straight games. “This is
amazing,” said Houston’s Alex Bregman who drove in
the deciding run with a seventh-inning single. “This
team has worked so hard. Just so proud to be a part of
it. So many guys stepped up.”

Houston, who won the MLB crown in 2017 but lost

the final in 2019 and last year, will host the Phillies in
game one of the best-of-seven World Series on Friday.
“We’ve still got some baseball left to play,” Bregman
said. “We’re going to go try and get four more wins.
Excited to keep playing.” The Astros, 7-0 in the play-
offs, are only the third team to sweep the divisional
round and ALCS and could become the first such team
to win the World Series.

The Phillies, in the playoffs for the first time since
2011, reached the World Series for the first time since
2009. They have not won the MLB crown since 2008.
“We always believed,” Harper said. “There was no
emotion that it wasn’t going to happen, that we
weren’t going to have this opportunity to be here.
“We’ve got four more (to win). Let’s go get it.” The
Phillies, the last playoff qualifier after finishing third in
the NL East division, had a dramatic finish after they
fell behind 3-2, taking the lead for good on Harper’s
two-run blast in the eighth inning off a fastball from
Padres relief pitcher Robert Suarez. “He beat me with
the heater when we were in San Diego so I was just
trying to stay on that pitch,” Harper said. “I knew he
was going to come with his heater. It’s his best pitch. I
just tried to take the best swing I could and I was able
to do damage with it.” Harper became the first
Philadelphia player in 41 years with a go-ahead homer
so late in a playoff contest. “We call him The
Showman. He always has a knack for those moments,”
said Hoskins. “He has his whole career. I don’t think
anybody in the dugout was surprised. What a swing.
What an at-bat. What a player.”—AFP

NEW YORK: The Houston Astros celebrate defeating the New York Yankees in game four of the American League
Championship Series to advance to the World Series on October 23.— AFP 

Rory McIlroy regains 
World No 1 ranking 
with CJ Cup victory
WASHINGTON: Rory McIlroy held on for a one-
stroke victory in the US PGA Tour CJ Cup on Sunday to
return to the top of the world rankings for the ninth time
in his career. Three late birdies proved crucial when the
Northern Ireland star bogeyed the last two holes but still
edged American Kurt Kitayama.

The four-time major winner is back atop the rankings
for the first time since July 2020 - when he was sup-
planted by Spain’s Jon Rahm. He ousted American
Scottie Scheffler, who finished tied for 45th on Sunday
to see his 30-week stint at the summit end. “It means a
lot,” McIlroy said, with a little catch in his throat. “You
know, this tournament last year was the start of me try-
ing to build myself back up to this point. I had a really
rough Ryder Cup. I’ve talked about that at length.

“I think I was outside the top-10 in the world. It’s not
a position that I’m used to being in. “I just think about
everyone that has made a difference in my life, obvious-
ly, not over the last 12 months, but ever.” McIlroy
defended the CJ Cup title he claimed last year in Las
Vegas. The tournament has been moved from South
Korea for three straight years because of travel restric-
tions related to the coronavirus pandemic.

He notched a 23rd career PGA Tour title, and contin-
ued to show the strong form of his 2021-22 campaign, in
which he won a record third FedEx Cup playoff crown
and finished in the top eight at all four majors. But
McIlroy acknowledged it hadn’t been a steady climb
over the past 12 months, during which he has also
emerged as a strong voice supporting the US PGA Tour
amid the emergence of the rival LIV Golf Series. He said
if someone had told him when he missed the cut at the
Texas Open in March he’d be No 1 in October, “I would
have asked them what they were smoking.”

“It has just been a wild six months,” McIlroy said.
“Now it’s all about going forward and trying to just keep
this going. “It’s a lot to process right now just with
everything, but just really proud of myself with how I
handled this week knowing what was at stake.” McIlroy
started the day at Congaree Golf Club in Ridgeland,
South Carolina, with a one-shot lead over Spain’s Rahm,
Kitayama and South Korean Lee Kyoung-hoon.

All found birdies in the early going, McIlroy picking
up strokes at the par-five second, the fourth and the
sixth before a three-putt bogey at the eighth. He and
Kitayama, seeking a first US PGA Tour title, were tied at
16-under after birdies at the par-five 12th. The tide
turned, however, when McIlroy rolled in a 13-foot birdie
putt at the par-three 14th to ignite a run of three straight
birdies. At 15, he landed his shot from the sandy waste
area five feet from the pin and made that for birdie. At
16, he rolled in a 22-foot birdie putt to stretch his lead to
three strokes.

‘It feels great’
As it turned out, he’d need all of that cushion as he

finished with back-to-back bogeys. At 18, he was in the
fairway, but his second shot finished 41 feet from the pin
and his putt raced more than seven feet past the hole. He
needed two putts from there, but Kitayama couldn’t get
his birdie putt to drop and so a bogey was enough to
seal McIlroy’s win. 

“The competitor in me wants to finish the tournament
off the right way,” McIlroy said. “I didn’t feel like I quite
did that, but it was nice that I gave myself the cushion at
least.” Kitayama posted four birdies in his four-under 67
for 268. Lee had three birdies in his three-under 68 and
was alone in third on 269. —AFP

Verstappen wins USA 
Grand Prix, Red Bull 
take constructors’ title
AUSTIN: World champion Max Verstappen clinched
an emotional constructors’ world championship for
Red Bull on Sunday when he claimed a record-
equalling 13th win this year at the United States Grand
Prix. Twenty-four hours after learning of the death of
Red Bull founder and co-owner Dieter Mateschitz, the
25-year-old Dutchman claimed the 33rd victory of his
career after a thrilling late battle with seven-time
champion Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes. In front of a
passionate crowd at the Circuit of the Americas,
Verstappen came home 5.023 seconds clear of
Hamilton with Charles Leclerc finishing third for Ferrari
ahead of Sergio Perez in the second Red Bull.

“Of course, it’s a very difficult weekend for us and
this one is definitely dedicated to Dietrich himself for
what he has done for everyone,” said Verstappen. “We
had a big chance to win the ‘constructors’ here and of
course you want to do that in style and I think we did
that today. “It definitely means a lot to me, to the team,
because he (Dietrich) was so instrumental to the whole
team,” he added.

George Russell finished fifth in the second
Mercedes ahead of Lando Norris of McLaren, two-
time champion Fernando Alonso of Alpine, four-time
champion Sebastian Vettel of Aston Martin, Kevin
Magnussen of Haas and Alpha Tauri’s Yuki Tsunoda. “I
gave it everything,” said Hamilton, who remains with-
out a win this year for the first time in his career. “I did
everything I could to stay ahead, but they were just a
little quicker... Great strategy, great race by Red Bull-
and my condolences to the team,” he added.

“I’m shattered. The car was a handful today. It felt
amazing to be in the lead. That’s something we have
worked so hard on as a team through the year. “I had
so much hope. We will keep pushing, we’ll try to give it
everything we can in the next three. It will come to us

at some stage.” The race began in perfect conditions
but with a sombre atmosphere pervading the paddock
and pit lane following the death on Saturday of Red
Bull founder Mateschitz.

As a result, any announcement on Red Bull’s fate for
their budget cap breach last year were put “on hold
until further notice” with talks expected to pick up
again next week. A minute’s applause in tribute to
Mateschitz preceded the pre-race anthem before the
lights went out and Verstappen quickly seized the ini-
tiative as Carlos Sainz struggled to depart from pole.
The luckless Spaniard was involved in a first-corner
collision as a surging Russell clipped him gently, caus-
ing him to fall to the back of the field and into retire-
ment with a water leak.—AFP

TEXAS: Max Verstappen of the Netherlands driving the (1)
Oracle Red Bull Racing RB18 comes in for a pit stop dur-
ing the F1 Grand Prix of USA at Circuit of The Americas on
October 23, 2022.— AFP 


