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Qatar’s market braces for  
football World Cup boom

‘A great mixture of Arab culture and football’

DOHA: Visitors take photos with a FIFA World Cup sign in Doha, ahead of the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup football tournament. — AFP 

DOHA: Boxloads of wooden camels, plates 
with pictures of Qatar’s skyscrapers, gold 
necklaces, football hats and scarves arrive 
every day in Doha’s Souq Waqif market, 
where traders eagerly await World Cup 
fans. The narrow alleys of the century-old 
market will be a magnet for the one million 
football followers expected at the tourna-
ment, which kicks off on November 20. 
“There will be huge crowds, we have never 
experienced anything like this,” said Abdul 
Rahman Mohammed Al-Nama, head of the 
souq stables that organizes camel and pony 
rides. “Inshallah (God willing), we are 
ready.” Crowds are already growing as a 
World Cup buzz mounts. 

Fan zone attractions and temporary 
stores are being set up around Nama’s 
camel enclosure and the hundreds of small 
stores selling incense, spices, carpets, gold 
and even falcons and other birds and ani-
mals. Press reports said stores will be 
allowed to open 24 hours a day during the 
World Cup. When Souq Waqif opened in 
the early 20th century, traders stood at the 
entrance shouting at passers-by to buy 
their goods. Its name means the “Standing 
Market”. Devastated by a major fire in 
2003, most of it has been rebuilt with 
arched pedestrian alleys, as part of a proj-
ect to regenerate central Doha. 

Billions spent 
Foreign fans “will have a lot of fun”, said 

Yasmine Ghanem, a 28-year-old member of 
Qatar’s national women’s golf team, who 
was sat in a Souq Waqif cafe drinking cof-
fee and eating pancakes. “It will be a great 
mixture of Arab culture and football,” she 
added. Every evening, terraces are now 
filled with people drinking coffee and puff-
ing on shisha tobacco pipes - it is a zone 
with no alcohol. 

But traders, who have long been prepar-
ing for the World Cup, are expecting more. 
Nama cites the camels kept in an enclosure 
on a square as one attraction. “I think that 
many tourists will want to see the camels 
and take pictures with them, because they 
are not found in Europe and East Asia,” he 
said. Souvenir stores have packed their 
shelves. At his small store selling gold neck-
laces, Saleh Mohammed is looking for a 
motorbike rider who can deliver to hotels. 

Dominated by the spiraling minaret of 
the Sheikh Abdullah bin Zaid Al Mahmoud 
Islamic Center, the Al Rawnaq company has 
for decades concentrated on textiles, cheap 
clothes and toys. Now the aisles are filled 
with scarves, flags and hats emblazoned 
with the names of the 32 competing nations 
- especially hosts Qatar. In one corner, one 
worker makes flags, some up to 10 meters 

long. Tens of billions of dollars have been 
spent on a new metro and infrastructure 
that has given the city a dramatic makeover. 

 
New infrastructure  

Outside Doha, many new resorts have 
been built. Qatar wants to use the World 
Cup to bolster a campaign to increase visi-
tor numbers from 1.5 million a year to six 
million by 2030. Qatar Airways chief execu-
tive Akbar Al Baker said his company is 
investing “hundreds of millions of dollars” 
on new infrastructure and promoting 
tourism. “Qatar can certainly use this 
opportunity to position itself as a family 
friendly destination,” said Kamilla Swart-
Arries, associate professor in sport and 
tourism at Hamad bin Khalifa University. 

“The World Cup will just amplify and 
maximize the changing perception that 
people may currently have about Doha and 
Qatar.” At the World Cup countdown clock 
on seafront Corniche road, Bangladeshis, 
Indians, Nepalis, Pakistanis, Kenyans and 
Ugandans from Qatar’s huge migrant com-
munity flock to take selfies next to the 
modernist structure. “I am a fan of Lionel 
Messi and I have a ticket to see Argentina 
play Saudi Arabia,” said Anwar Sadath, 56, 
an Indian accountant. “It will be a memo-
rable event.” — AFP 

BARCELONA: Ousmane Dembele 
scored and laid on a hat-trick of assists 
as Barcelona ripped apart Athletic 
Bilbao in a 4-0 win in La Liga on 
Sunday, to stay three points behind 
leaders Real Madrid. The French 
winger was at his thrilling best after 
being brought back into the side and 
challenged to make the difference by 
his coach Xavi Hernandez, ruining for-
mer Barca manager Ernesto Valverde’s 
return to Camp Nou. 

Dembele netted the opener and 
then created goals for Sergi Roberto 
and Robert Lewandowski in the first 
half as Barcelona danced around 
Athletic. Ferran Torres fired home in 
the second half after Dembele found 
him in the area to complete the drub-
bing. “It’s the life wingers have, ups and 
downs, they have to go for it, it’s what I 
always say,” said Xavi. “Some days it 
works, others not, but they have to go 
for it. Ousmane made the difference.” 

It was Valverde’s first game facing 
Barcelona since being sacked in 
January 2020 after winning two league 
titles, but it did not go to plan for him. 
“It’s been a horrible day because we 
lost 4-0,” said the coach. “They pun-
ished us today.” Just as three goals in 
an eight-minute spell helped Barcelona 
vanquish Villarreal on Thursday, anoth-
er quick-fire treble killed off 
Athletic. “We came out 
very strongly, we knew 
that they are intense 
and we had to match 
them,” captain Sergio 
Busquets told Movistar. 
“We overpowered them in 
the middle and we were accurate. 

“I am sure Xavi is happy. The 
objective is to win and to do it in a 
complete way, playing well. This ele-
vates the level of the team.” Xavi 
selected Pedri to operate on 
the left of the attack in his 
4-3-3 formation, as 
Barcelona legend Andres 
Iniesta did on occasion - 
giving further credence to the 
already frequent comparisons 
between the two. It increased the 
team’s fluidity, as did a double 
pivot of Busquets and Frenkie 
de Jong, although the star 
dust was added by 
Dembele. 

The French winger took 
the game by the scruff of the 
neck in the opening stages and 
it was no surprise when he 
broke the deadlock in the 12th 
minute. Dembele’s long-range 
strike was parried by Unai 
Simon, but Barcelona kept 
the move alive and 
Lewandowski whipped in a 
cross for him to head 
home. Barcelona dou-
bled their lead six min-
utes later, when 
Roberto played a one-

two with Dembele, receiving the 
Frenchman’s perfectly weighed pass 
and firing a deflected effort past 
Simon. 

The third followed with Dembele 
involved again, feeding Lewandowski, 
who turned exquisitely in the area and 
slammed home. It was his 12th of the 
season in La Liga in 11 appearances, 
the division’s runaway top scorer. 
Despite Barcelona’s impending 
Champions League elimination and 
Clasico defeat, the supporters remain 
behind Xavi, chanting his name when 
he protested about Dani Garcia brutal-
ly colliding with Gavi. “Today we tried 
something and it turned out perfectly, 
other days it hasn’t,” said Xavi. “This 
win (has the stamp) of the players, I 
just have an idea. It’s the players who 

win the games. I’m 
only here to help 

them play better 
and get out 
ideas. — AFP 

 

Barca destroy Athletic

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s French forward Ousmane 
Dembele celebrates scoring his team’s first goal 
during the Spanish league football match between 
FC Barcelona and Athletic Club Bilbao. — AFP 

MIAMI: Tom Brady’s Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers fell to a shock 21-3 loss to the 
unfancied Carolina Panthers while Aaron 
Rodgers and the Green Bay Packers suffered 
a third straight defeat with a 23-21 loss at 
Washington in the NFL on Sunday. The 
results leave the two future Hall of Fame 
quarterbacks with losing records after seven 
games, both Tampa Bay and Green Bay on 3-
4. The Panthers traded their main offensive 
talent, running back Christian McCaffrey, to 
San Francisco on Thursday and came into the 
clash as heavy underdogs. But Carolina nulli-
fied seven-time Super Bowl champion Brady 
and the Bucs’ offense. 

Brady was 32-of-49 for 290 yards as the 
45-year-old’s team suffered a fourth loss, 
leaving the former New England Patriots star 
in the worst position he has found himself in 
at this stage in a season for 20 years. 
Carolina quarterback PJ Walker, replacing 
injured Baker Mayfield, delivered a first win 
for Panthers interim coach Steve Wilks. 
Walker found DJ Moore at the back of the 
end zone with a 20-yard pass to give the 
Panthers the lead in the second quarter and 
Chuba Hubbard’s 17-yard touchdown run 
made it 14-0 in the third. 

All the Bucs could manage was a 27-yard 
field goal from Ryan Succop in the fourth 
before Walker delivered again, finding 
Tommy Tremble with a 29-yard touchdown 
pass to secure the victory. “We all just need 
to do our job better. There’s no easy way 
about it,” said Brady. “Anytime you score 
three points, that pretty much sums it up. 

We’re plenty capable of making plays, we’re 
just not making them consistently enough to 
score points.” 

Rodgers also found himself beaten by a 
backup quarterback as Taylor Heinicke and 
the Commanders rallied to win. A four-yard 
pass from Rodgers to Aaron Jones gave the 
Packers an early lead and they made it 14-3 
on De’Vondre Campbell’s 63-yard intercep-
tion return touchdown early in the second 
quarter. Heinicke’s started nine-yard touch-
down pass to Antonio Gibson pulled 
Washington within 14-10 and his superb 37-
yard touchdown pass to Terry McLaurin put 
the Commanders ahead. 

Two field goals gave Washington a nine-
point lead before Rodgers again connected 
with Jones to make it a two-point game. To 
add to his disappointment, it was Rodgers 
who threw a lateral out of bounds in the des-

perate final play of the game. Despite the 
setback, 38-year-old Rodgers said he wasn’t 
overly concerned about the team’s form, 
believing they would bounce back strongly.  

“I’m not worried about this squad. In fact, 
this might be the best thing for us,” he said. A 
top next generation quarterback, Kansas 
City’s Patrick Mahomes threw for 423 yards 
and three touchdowns in a 44-23 victory at 
San Francisco in a rematch of the 2019 sea-
son Super Bowl. Chiefs receiver Mecole 
Hardman had a stellar day with three touch-
downs - two rushing and one receiving. 

Dallas quarterback Dak Prescott led the 
Cowboys over Detroit 24-6 in his first 
appearance since a thumb injury in week 
one. The Cowboys are 5-2 while the Lions 
fell to 1-5. Prescott finished with 207 passing 
yards and one touchdown, completing 19 of 
25 passes. —AFP 

Buccaneers stunned;  
Packers suffer third  
straight defeat 

CHARLOTTE: The Carolina Panthers defense tackles Rachaad White #29 of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers in the first quarter on October 23, 2022. — AFP 


