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Expert warns parents should 
recognize signs of child abuse

UN: Palestinians in Lebanon 
plunge deeper into poverty3 New NASA tool helps detect 

‘super-emitters’ of methane13 Thompson ejected as Booker 
sparks Suns over Warriors159

News in brief

Officials sent to prosecution 
over missing museum relics

Panel slams lack of transparency and governance in managing antiquities

Crown Prince receives Prince Turki 

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Wednesday 
Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Minister of State and Member of the 
Council of Ministers of Saudi Arabia, and his accompanying delegation.  — KUNA (See Page 2) 

Maid accused of spiking child’s meds 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution ordered to 
detain an Asian maid who allegedly attempted 
to kill a toddler by putting cleaning products in 
the three-month-old girl’s medicine. Adan 
police station received a complaint and arrest-
ed the maid. The prosecution also ordered 
sending the child to the hospital to obtain a 
report. Child protection officers investigated 
the suspect before detaining her, as investiga-
tions continue.

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading 
mobile technology innovator in seven 
markets across the Middle East and 
Africa, was included in the global list of 
“best employers” compiled by the 
renowned Forbes magazine. Zain was 
identified as the best employer in 
Kuwait as well as one of the top 10 

employers across the entire Middle 
East. 

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO commented: 
“As a purpose-driven technology 
leader in the region, our contribution to 
digital transformation, talent develop-
ment and proactive workplace initia-
tives are key to better customer expe-
rience and socioeconomic progress. 
Embedding sustainability and meaning-
ful connectivity in every aspect of our 
business, Zain is dedicated to its 
‘4Sight’ strategy of working consistent-
ly towards developing the mobile 
telecommunications and ICT ecosys-

tem centered on a vision of diversity 
and inclusive development, aligning to 
the aim of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals of leaving no one 
behind.”  

Multiple human resources initiatives 
including talent development, as well as 
sustainability, and diversity and inclu-
sion programs remain strategic focus 
areas in Zain’s work culture, as they are 
part of the company’s ethical commit-
ment to aligning with the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals to cre-
ate positive economic, social, and gov-
ernance impacts in the communities 
Zain serves and beyond.  (See Page 8)

Zain named as 
best employer 
in Kuwait 

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO 
Bader Al-Kharafi

KUWAIT: Minister of Information, Culture and 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi has referred a number of officials and for-
mer leaders at the National Council for Culture, Arts 
and Letters to the public prosecution over disap-
pearance of artifacts and relics from Kuwait 
National Museum. 

Issa Al-Ansari, the council’s acting secretary 
general, said in a statement on Wednesday that the 
prosecution reported back to the minister, request-
ing a probe “in case there was a crime”, so the min-
ister formed a panel to conduct a broad investiga-
tion into the case. He added the panel affirmed in a 
report that there was “criminal suspicion falling in 
the category of public funds protection crimes”, so 
the case was referred to the public prosecution. 

Moreover, the panel concluded that there was 
“administrative responsibility and criminal suspicion 
with respect to negligence and slackness by lead-
ers, leading to the disappearance of 19 relics”. 
Ansari added the panel report noted “there had 
been a lack of transparency and governance over 
managing the antiquities and museums in an explicit 
irregularity”. He affirmed the minister’s keenness on 
“revealing the truth and enforcing the law on com-
placent personnel in this crucial issue concerning 
state heritage and relics”.  

Ansari said the 
report also pointed to 
a deep administrative 
and technical imbal-
ance in the antiquities 
and museums sector, 
especially interest in 
the periodic inventory 
of artifacts and her-
itage objects, and fail-
ure to develop a sys-
tem of international 
specifications for the 
tracking of artifacts 
and heritage items, 
which led to the loss 
of these pieces. 

In line with the minister’s directions, the council 
is upgrading policies according to accredited inter-
national covenants and treaties for protecting treas-
ures, Ansari said, adding that Kuwaiti cadres from 
the museum were being trained on how to receive, 
handle and store relics and develop programs keep-
ing information about each item. Moreover, the 
council is also creating adequate places for keeping 
the treasures that are also part of the national and 
human heritage. — KUNA   

SAQEZ, Iran: A woman stands on top of a vehicle as thousands make their way 
towards Aichi cemetery in Mahsa Amini’s hometown on Oct 26, 2022. — AFP  

PARIS: Iranian security forces opened 
fire on protesters who massed in their 
thousands Wednesday in Mahsa 
Amini’s hometown to mark 40 days 
since her death, according to a rights 
group and verified videos. Amini, a 22-
year-old Iranian of Kurdish origin, died 
on Sept 16, three days after her arrest 
in Tehran by the notorious morality 
police for allegedly breaching the 

Islamic dress code for women. 
Anger flared at her funeral and 

quickly sparked widespread protests 
that saw young women lead the 
charge, burning their headscarves and 
confronting security forces, in the 
biggest wave of unrest in the Islamic 
republic for years. Despite heightened 
security measures, columns of mourn-
ers had poured into Saqez in the west-
ern Kurdistan province to pay tribute 
to Amini at her grave at the end of the 
traditional mourning period. 

In a viral picture of the scene veri-
fied by AFP, a young woman was seen 
standing on the roof of a car without a 
hijab head covering, looking into the  
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Forces open fire 
as thousands 
mourn Amini

Kuwait slams Zionist attacks 
 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti foreign ministry on 
Wednesday voiced Kuwait’s condemnation and 
denunciation of continued incursions and brutal 
aggressions launched by Zionist occupation 
authorities against Palestinian cities, including 
Nablus and Ramallah, which led to the martyr-
dom and injury of scores of Palestinians. The 
ministry sounded the alarm about the conse-
quences of this serious military escalation, for 
which Zionist occupation authorities are to 
blame and which put regional security and sta-
bility in jeopardy. — KUNA  

Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi

RIYADH/DOHA: Saudi Arabia is putting on 240 
flights a week and easing overland travel to attract 
tens of thousands of football fans attending the World 
Cup in neighboring Qatar, the kingdom’s tourism min-

ister told AFP on Wednesday. The efforts are intended 
to jumpstart the nascent tourism sector in the once 
closed-off kingdom, which only began issuing tourist 
visas in Sept 2019 - just months before the coron-
avirus pandemic decimated the industry globally. 

With prices high and accommodation options lim-
ited in Doha, Qatar’s Gulf neighbors are expected to 
soak up an overflow of fans, organizing more than 
160 daily shuttle flights between them and relaxing 
visa requirements. Conservative Saudi Arabia has 
offered multi-entry 60-day visas to holders of the 
World Cup’s Hayya pass, the compulsory permit 

available to ticketholders. 
Weekly flights from Saudi to Qatar will soar to 

240 during the month-long tournament, up from six 
normally, tourism minister Ahmed Al Khateeb said on 
the sidelines of an investor forum in Riyadh. For over-
land travelers, officials have upgraded roads from 
Riyadh and cities in eastern Saudi Arabia - which are 
closer to Qatar - to the border, Khateeb said. 

They have also expanded petrol stations, Internet 
connectivity and access to first aid and other medical 
services along the route, he said.  
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Saudi eyes scores 
of fans; Qatar to 
scrap COVID tests

COVID XBB variant in Kuwait  
 

KUWAIT: The ministry of health announced 
Wednesday it had detected a number of cases 
of the XBB variant of the COVID-19 virus in 
Kuwait. The ministry reiterated that the health 
situation in Kuwait remains stable, noting that 
the emergence of new variants of the virus is 
considered normal. The XBB variant was first 
detected in August and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has described it as among 
the most immune-evasive versions of the 
COVID-19 virus yet. It is being closely moni-
tored by countries in the Asia-Pacific region.


