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Aheavily-tattooed recovering stroke
patient and a celebrity surgeon
locked horns Tuesday in the only

debate scheduled for one of the most
closely-watched US midterm election
races. There was no shortage of specta-
cle as the imposing six foot nine inch
(2.06-meter) Democrat John Fetterman
and Republican former daytime TV main-
stay Mehmet Oz made their pitches to
voters in Pennsylvania’s US Senate
race.

The pair sparred for an hour in state
capital Harrisburg in a high stakes
encounter for both parties, with
Republicans needing to flip just one seat
to prize the upper chamber of Congress
from Democratic control. Fetterman’s
team had been doing some expectation-

setting amid the 53-year-old’s comeback
from a stroke in May. 

The lieutenant governor is making an
encouraging physical recovery but strug-
gles to grasp some spoken words and
occasionally to access words when
speaking, according to his doctors. “If
he’s on TV, he’s lying,” Fetterman said of
Oz early in the debate, accusing his
opponent of misleading voters about his
record and complaining that the doctor
has “never let me forget” about the
stroke.

He apologized preemptively for any
words he might miss but added that his
campaign was about “fighting for every-
one in Pennsylvania that never got
knocked down.” Oz opened with criticism
of Fetterman taking “everything to an

extreme-and those extreme positions
hurt us all.” The Democrat, who swapped
his trademark hoodie for a sober busi-
ness suit, covering heavily-inked fore-
arms, requested closed captioning to
help him understand the questions.
Monitors displayed a real-time transcript
of the moderators’ questions and Oz’s
answers.

Stumbling answer
The captions, which lagged the ques-

tions by two or three seconds, didn’t
impede a feisty exchange on the whole,
although Fetterman tripped on his words
more than once and struggled for coher-
ence toward the end of the hour. He hes-
itated conspicuously before giving a
stumbling answer on his varying posi-

tions on fracking, but the flub looked
more to do with a lack of preparation
than comprehension. The debate
focused on campaign perennials such as
the economy and crime, and both candi-
dates cleaved to their public images-
Fetterman as the authentic working-class
champion of the US heartland and Oz as
the polished, consummate performer, at
ease in front of a TV audience of mil-
lions.

Oz, a 62-year-old cardiothoracic sur-
geon, characterized his opponent as soft
on crime-a hot-button issue in
Pennsylvania, where urban violence has
soared. Fetterman has spent much of the
last few months needling Oz on social
media and in campaign ads as a “carpet-
bagger” who lived for decades in New

Jersey and only moved to Pennsylvania
in 2020. He returned to the theme during
the debate, listing tax breaks he said Oz
had received on his many properties and
hammering the Republican on his opposi-
tion to abortion rights.

Strategists from both parties believe
the party that wins the Pennsylvania
seat-vacated by retiring Republican Pat
Toomey-will hold the Senate majority next
year. Fetterman held a commanding lead
for much of the campaign but the race
has tightened to a statistical tie as
Republicans make ground on Democrats
nationwide in the most recent polling. The
Keystone State narrowly backed Donald
Trump for president in 2016 and voted for
Joe Biden in 2020.— AFP

New NASA tool helps 
detect ‘super-emitters’ 
of methane from space

NASA scientists, using a tool
designed to study how dust affects
climate, have identified more than

50 spots around the world emitting major
levels of methane, a development that
could help combat the potent greenhouse
gas. “Reining in methane emissions is key
to limiting global warming,” NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson said in a press
release on Tuesday.

“This exciting new development will not
only help researchers better pinpoint
where methane leaks are coming from,
but also provide insight on how they can
be addressed-quickly.” NASA said its
Earth Surface Mineral Dust Source
Investigation (EMIT) is designed to foster
understanding of the effects of airborne
dust on climate. But EMIT, which was
installed on the International Space
Station in July and can focus on areas as
small as a soccer field, has also shown
the ability to detect the presence of
methane.

NASA said more than 50 “super-emit-
ters” of methane gas in Central Asia, the
Middle East, and the southwestern United
States have been identified so far. Most of
them are connected to the fossil-fuel,

waste or agriculture sectors. Kate Calvin,
NASA’s chief scientist and senior climate
advisor, said EMIT’s “additional methane-
detecting capability offers a remarkable
opportunity to measure and monitor
greenhouse gases that contribute to cli-
mate change.”

‘Exceeds our expectations’ 
Methane is responsible for roughly 30

percent of the global rise in temperatures
to date. While far less abundant in the
atmosphere than CO2, it is about 28
times more powerful as a greenhouse gas
on a century-long timescale. Over a 20-
year time frame, it is 80 times more
potent. Methane lingers in the atmos-
phere for only a decade, compared to
hundreds or thousands of years for CO2. 

This means a sharp reduction in emis-
sions could shave several tenths of a
degree Celsius off of projected global
warming by mid-century, helping keep
alive the Paris Agreement goal of capping
Earth’s average temperature increase to
1.5C, according to the UN Environment
Program (UNEP). “EMIT will potentially
find hundreds of super-emitters - some of
them previously spotted through air-,
space-, or ground-based measurement,
and others that were unknown,” NASA
said.

Andrew Thorpe, a research technolo-
gist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory lead-
ing the EMIT methane effort, said some of
the methane plumes detected by EMIT
are among the largest ever seen. “What
we’ve found in a just a short time already
exceeds our expectations,” Thorpe said.
NASA said a methane plume about two
miles long was detected southeast of
Carlsbad, New Mexico, in the Permian
Basin, one of the largest oilfields in the
world. It said 12 plumes from oil and gas
infrastructure were identified in
Turkmenistan, east of the Caspian Sea
port city of Hazar. A methane plume at
least three miles long was detected south
of Tehran from a major waste-processing
complex, NASA said.— AFP 

A supporter of former US President Donald Trump holds a flag prior to a campaign rally where Trump will speak in support of Doug Mastriano for
Governor and Mehmet Oz for US Senate, at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. —  AFP 

A supporter of former US President Donald Trump attends a campaign rally at Mohegan Sun
Arena in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

This handout satelliste image courtesy of NASA/JPL-Caltech shows a methane plume 2 miles (3
kilometres) long that NASA’s Earth Surface Mineral Dust Source Investigation mission detected
southeast of Carlsbad, New Mexico. NASA scientists, using a tool designed to study how dust
affects climate, have identified the locations of more than 50 spots around the world emitting high
levels of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, the US space agency said October. — AFP

Residents of the Athens suburb of
Glyfada who are struggling to heat
their homes as energy prices soar

now have an option-free firewood from
the local council. “We need it... especially
in this difficult year,” says Yiannis
Dimitrakopoulos, a 75-year-old pensioner
queuing for logs.

Dozens of people wait patiently in
their cars for their turn. “We try to get as
much wood as we can. We have a fuel
oil central heating system but you never
know,” says Erofili Generali, a teacher in
her 50s. She looks on while her husband
fills the boot of their car with wood col-
lected from local forests and parks.
Although temperatures in Glyfada remain
fairly mild during the winter season, the
inhabitants of this fashionable southern
suburb, nicknamed the Athens Riviera,
still need to heat their homes somewhat
in winter.

Fuel oil and gas heating 
When natural gas prices more than

quadrupled in September, many began
to wonder how they would afford it. Many
Greeks are still recovering from the
financial impact of the county’s decade-
long economic crisis, and with inflation
running at more than 10 percent for the
last six months, the price of food and
essential goods has shot up. In Glyfada,
which has a population of around 90,000,
homes are mainly equipped with central
heating systems that use fuel oil or,
increasingly, natural gas.

“We feel betrayed about these exorbi-
tant natural gas prices,” says
Dimitrakopoulos. He recalls how the
Greek government has heavily promoted
gas for heating in recent years. Some
homes in the area do have fireplaces,
although these are not used as the main
source of heating. So the council has
stepped in to help with free firewood.
“Many trees came down in a snowstorm

in January, so we decided not to recycle
the wood into industrial fuel like we used
to,” explains Annie Kafka, Glyfada’s
deputy civil protection officer.

Instead, the wood was chopped up so
the council could “offer it to households
because of the energy crisis”. Launched
at the beginning of October, firewood dis-
tribution usually takes place twice a
week. Approximately 3,000 households

have already benefitted from the initia-
tive. Meanwhile, demand is exploding.
Some 14,000 people have registered on
the council’s website, according to Kafka.
Households are notified by SMS when
they can come and fill up their car boots.
“Vulnerable families obviously have prior-
ity,” Kafka says.

Air pollution
In September, the council in Zografou,

an eastern suburb of Athens, launched a
similar initiative. “The demand from our
residents was impressive,” said local
councillor Dimosthenis Bouloukos. But in
the country’s densely populated capital,

the initiative has not been welcomed with
the same enthusiasm, mainly due to
environmental concerns. “Burning wood
adds significantly to air pollution, espe-
cially in big cities like Athens that already
suffer from nitrogen oxide emissions,”
explains Petros Varelidis, head of the
Natural Environment and Climate
Change Agency.

During Greece’s financial crisis, which

lasted from 2008 to 2018, a large num-
ber of the city’s residents resorted to fire-
wood to heat their homes as they could
no longer afford fuel oil or gas. As a
result, Greece’s main cities found them-
selves shrouded in choking smog. But
while Glyfada’s residents are aware of
the environmental damage caused by
burning wood, they argue that there is no
other way, given the tough economic
times that lie ahead. “It’s a form of recy-
cling, even if it is harmful,” says
Dimitrakopoulos. “This year it’s justifi-
able.” — AFP 

Tattoed titan, TV medic spar in US midterm debate

Residents of the southern Athens’ suburb of Glyfada collect firewood offered by the municipality on October 20, 2022. The apartments and
houses of Glyfada, which has some 90,000 inhabitants, are mainly equipped with oil-fired central heating or, for the most recent ones, natural
gas. The chimneys installed in some accommodations are only used as a supplement. Launched in early October, the Glyfada Town Hall initia-
tive is usually held twice a week. —  AFP photos


