
DOUALA: With the World Cup due to kick off in
Qatar just weeks from now, Cameroon’s famously rau-
cous fans are gearing up to give the Indomitable Lions
every show of support. But worry, and not jubilation, is
etched on the face of Zobel Wansi - a trader who has
become a collateral victim in an ugly row between the
Cameroonian Football Federation (FECAFOOT) and
France’s Le Coq Sportif kit maker.

In July, FECAFOOT renounced the contract it had
with Le Coq Sportif that ran until 2023, accusing the
firm of failing to provide gear for all Cameroonian
teams and open promised stores in Cameroon. Thus
began Wansi’s nightmare. The following month,
FECAFOOT announced a tie-up with America’s One
All Sports, and all his stock was now out of date. “We
laid in big stocks of jerseys before the World Cup,”
Wansi said, casting a forlorn look at the Coq Sportif
shirts in green, yellow and red in his store at Doula,
Cameroon’s economic hub.

At best, he said, “one or two a day” might find a
purchaser. Wansi, who has four children to feed, says
his daily turnover has slumped from 100,000 CFA
francs (about $150/euros) to under 20,000 francs.
Thomas Djingo, a rival trader on the same street, was
equally bitter, although none of the new One All Sports
kit can yet be found in the shops. “Some people are
holding back from buying, saying that the new jerseys
will be on sale any time soon,” he said. “If the (new)
contract had been signed after the World Cup, we
would at least have been able to get rid of our stock,”
he sighed.

‘National colors’
In the Cameroonian capital Yaounde, the biggest

sports goods outlet, City Sport, was almost empty
when an AFP reporter visited. Racks of Indomitable
Lions shirts with the Coq Sportif logo awaited cus-
tomers. A store manager who asked not to be identi-
fied questioned whether Cameroon had in fact
switched suppliers. Le Coq Sportif on September 27
announced it had filed a lawsuit in France against
FECAFOOT for illegal breach of contract, but gave no
further details.

In a local bar, fan Boris Essomba was decked out in
jersey and shorts by Coq Sportif, and seemed unfazed

by the controversy. “The most important thing is the
national colors,” he said, sipping a beer. Cameroon
have qualified eight times for the World Cup - the
highest of any African team - although they have never
reached the knockout stages. They have won the
Africa Cup of Nations five times. In Qatar, they are
grouped with Switzerland, Serbia and mighty Brazil.

Anti-counterfeit push 
Marketing analyst Bouba Kaela said FECAFOOT

was keen to squeeze “higher profits” from merchan-
dise. After signing its deal with One All Sports,
FECAFOOT last month issued a call to tender for
“entrepreneurs wishing to sell the Indomitable Lions
jersey on the national market” - and warning that bid-
ders would be closely scrutinized for their plans to
combat counterfeit goods. “The goal is to prevent for-
gery by controlling the distribution network in
Cameroon, which has never been done before,” a
FECAFOOT source, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP. At present, most of the jersey
sales in Cameroon appear to be il legal copies,
although the true picture is impossible to know. A cus-
toms official, also asking not to be identified, said the
counterfeit jerseys were typically smuggled into the
country inside bigger shipments “from China, Turkey
or Hong Kong that have been tagged ‘various articles
of clothing’.” FECAFOOT says the tendering process
will culminate in the choice of three official jersey dis-
tributors - which means that smaller vendors like
Wansi will be left on the sidelines.— AFP 
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News in brief
Burnley beat Norwich to 
go top of Championship

LONDON: Jay Rodriguez’s penalty sent Burnley to
the top of the Championship as Vincent Kompany’s
men beat Norwich 1-0 on Tuesday. Rodriguez was
handed the chance to win the game when Grant
Hanley handled inside the box eight minutes from time.
Teemu Pukki missed a glorious chance to level late on,
but a fourth defeat in five games sees Norwich remain
in seventh. Burnley move two points clear of QPR and
Blackburn to continue Kompany’s impressive start to
his first managerial post in English football. At the oth-
er end of the table, Viktor Gyokeres’ stoppage-time
penalty earned Coventry a 2-2 draw against
Rotherham. Coventry twice had to come from behind
as Cohen Bramall and Conor Washington struck for
Rotherham. Gustavo Hamer was also on target for
Coventry with a point meaning they remain in the bot-
tom three only on goal difference.

India’s cricket stars bite back 
over World Cup sandwiches

SYDNEY: India’s cricket players have complained
about getting cold sandwiches after practice at the
Twenty20 World Cup with some ordering food online
instead, a source told AFP on Wednesday. The team
went through an optional training session on Tuesday
ahead of their Super 12 match against the Netherlands
at the Sydney Cricket Ground on Thursday. They were
unhappy with the fare on offer afterwards. “The team
told the ground authorities about the meal we got,” the
source said on condition of anonymity. “Will you be
happy if you are served a sandwich after three hours
of workout? “I know all the teams are getting the same
thing but they are not speaking out because most of
them are not in a position to raise a voice.” India wield
significant power in cricket with the wealthy Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) often accused of
calling the shots to even the world body. 

Klopp: Injuries the cause of 
Liverpool’s inconsistency

AMSTERDAM: Jurgen Klopp pointed the finger at a
series of injuries for what he described as an inconsis-
tent and unstable start to the season from Liverpool.
The Reds are 12 points off the top of the Premier
League after winning just four of their first 11 league
games of the season. Klopp’s men appeared to have
put a slow start behind them with three consecutive
wins, including inflicting Manchester City’s first defeat
of the season. But they were brought back to earth
with a bang in losing 1-0 to bottom-of-the-table
Nottingham Forest on Saturday. “We see the perform-
ances and they’re not as stable and as consistent as
they were. That’s clear now,” said Klopp ahead of his
side’s Champions League trip to Ajax on Wednesday.
“What you need for really clicking is consistency in the
line-up as well and we can’t do that at the moment, not
at all. “Our squad is not too small but we have just too
many injuries and that’s a problem.”

Brown and Donald quit 
Kanye’s sports agency

LOS ANGELES: Boston Celtics ace Jaylen Brown
and Los Angeles Rams star Aaron Donald severed
their ties with Kanye West on Tuesday over the rap-
per’s anti-Semitic remarks. Brown and Donald were
two of the highest profile athletes to sign with West’s
Donda Sports marketing agency this year. However,
both men said Tuesday they had left the group, citing
West’s recent anti-Semitic comments that have also
prompted a wave of sponsors and fashion brands to
ditch the rapper. Donald said in a joint statement with
his wife Erica that West’s comments were “irresponsi-
ble and go against everything we believe in as a fami-
ly.” “The recent comments and displays of hate and
antisemitism are the exact opposite of how we choose
to live our lives and raise our children,” the Donalds
said. “As parents and members of society, we felt a
responsibility to send a clear message that hateful
words and actions have consequences and that we
must do better as human beings.

New Boro boss Carrick glad 
to consult ‘angry’ Ferguson

LONDON: Michael Carrick said he had no qualms
about seeking the advice of “angry Scotsman” Alex
Ferguson, his former boss at Manchester United,
before becoming the new head coach of English sec-
ond-tier strugglers Middlesbrough. Carrick will be
back in his native northeast after being announced as
the new manager of Middlesbrough on Tuesday. The
41-year-old former United and England midfielder is
following in the footsteps of current England supre-
mo Gareth Southgate in launching his full-time man-
agerial career at Middlesbrough. Carrick’s first
coaching experience came under Jose Mourinho at
Old Trafford where he also worked alongside Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer. But it is Ferguson, under whom
midfielder Carrick played during a 12-year stay at
United, who was the key influence on the decision to
take over at Boro. “I spoke to Sir Alex a few times,”
said Carrick. “I’ve spoken to him more since I
stopped playing - I didn’t want to get too close to
him when I was a player.” — From AFP 

Cameroon WCup kit clash 
leaves traders in despair

Ugly row between FECAFOOT and France’s Le Coq Sportif kit maker

YAOUNDE: Photo shows a shopkeeper holding a Cameroonian
football shirt on sale at the Central market in Yaounde. —  AFP 

Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi

Third annual shooting 
championship begins
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah third annual shooting cham-
pionship begins on Thursday, with the Juniors Air
Pistol and Rifle at the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Complex and the ranges of Kuwait Shooting
Sport Club branch in Jarha. This declares the start of
the new season of the Kuwait Shooting Federation and
Club (2022-2023) with a large participation by club
shooters as well as the national guard, defense ministry
and interior ministry, as well as shooters from the GCC
countries.

Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations, Tournament Director Obaid Munahi Al-
Osaimi thanked HH the Crown Prince for his patronage
and continued support. Al-Osaimi lauded the major
role of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has played in the shooting sport,
especially when he was deputy Chief of Kuwait
National Guard. Al-Osaimi wished all shooters success
in this tournament.

Devastating Stoinis 
powers Australia to 
victory over Lanka
PERTH: Marcus Stoinis smashed an unbeaten 59 off
18 balls to power Australia to a seven-wicket win over
Sri Lanka and reinvigorate their Twenty20 World Cup
defense on Tuesday. Chasing 158 for victory, the hosts
needed Stoinis’s rapid-fire knock to achieve their tar-
get with 21 balls to spare in Perth and bounce back
from their opening-day hammering to New Zealand.
Stoinis brought up his fifty in 17 balls, the fastest for an
Australian in a T20I.

Next up for the hosts are old rivals England on
Friday in Melbourne. Australia now have one win and
one defeat from their first two games in the Super 12
stage. “Once I got in, the plan was just to keep going,”
said the 33-year-old man-of-the-match Stoinis, who is
from Perth. “To be honest, I was really nervous today
being at home in Perth with lots of family and friends
here, but really happy we put on a bit of a clinic
today.” The Australians looked in a spot of bother at
89-3 but Stoinis came out all guns blazing to smash
four fours and six sixes.

Skipper Aaron Finch, who made a labored 31,
looked a mere bystander in the unbeaten 69-run
stand with Stoinis, who made the match his own.

Charith Asalanka had made an unbeaten 38 to guide
Asian champions Sri Lanka to 157-6, a total that
looked competitive until Stoinis arrived on the scene
to devastating effect. “We have to give Stoinis credit,
the way he came in and played was exceptional,” said
Sri Lanka coach Chris Silverwood. “He showed how
much power he had and obviously made life very dif-
ficult for us.”

Sri Lankan pace bowler Binura Fernando left the
field in the first over of Australia’s chase as the
island nation feared for another addition to their
already long injury list at this tournament. But the
fast bowlers kept the Australian openers in check
and spinner Maheesh Theekshana got the big wicket
of David Warner on his first ball after the left-han-
der gave away a catch to the fielder at cover.
Mitchell Marsh took stock and then attempted to
break free with a four and six off  Wanindu
Hasaranga, but his extra aggression got him caught
at long-off for 17.

Glenn Maxwell hit back with fours and sixes before
he survived a nasty bouncer from Lahiru Kumara-the
ball caught his throat but after help from the physio
the Australian got gingerly back on his feet. Ashen
Bandara dropped Finch but soon made up for it with a
good catch at the boundary rope to help dismiss
Maxwell for 23. But the joy was shortlived as Stoinis
took the game away from Sri Lanka with his bludg-
eoning knock. Sri Lanka, who came through the first
round, have also won one and lost one in the Super 12.
They face New Zealand next.—AFP

‘Heartbroken’ Pakistan 
still hurting from India 
loss, says Iftikhar
PERTH: Pakistan’s Iftikhar Ahmed admitted on
Wednesday his side were “heartbroken” and still hurt-
ing from their agonising opening defeat to arch-rivals
India at the Twenty20 World Cup. An epic 82 not out
from Virat Kohli powered India to a stunning last-ball
win on Sunday in front of a frenzied crowd of more
than 90,000 at Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Pakistan have little room left for further error when
they play Zimbabwe in Perth on Thursday, in a game
they will be expected to win. “The hurt remains after
losing such a big match. We were heartbroken,” said
middle-order batsman Iftikhar, who hit 51 in Pakistan’s
159-8, but it turned out to be just not quite enough.
Iftikhar said that morale was high despite the lingering
heartache and praised skipper Babar Azam for his
handling of the team in the aftermath of the India loss.

A video of Azam’s pep talk to his broken side went
viral. “We have to learn from our mistakes. Don’t fall,
the tournament has just begun. We have lost as a team
and will win as a team,” Azam said in the widely
watched video footage. “The way Babar and the man-
agement supported the players, it was good. Babar
and coaches told us that ‘it was not our last game,
everybody put in the effort’,” Iftikhar said on
Wednesday. “So our morale is high.”

Pakistan wil l  be strongly fancied to beat
Zimbabwe - who are ranked 11 in the world to

Pakistan’s three - and belatedly get their World Cup
going. Pakistan need a victory for their confidence
too. “Zimbabwe is an international team and we have
to play strong against them like any other team,” said
the 32-year-old Iftikhar. “Important to play well and
keep up the confidence. The players are hungry to
perform.” Pakistan pace bowler Haris Rauf bowled

well at the MCG until he was hit for two successive
sixes by Kohli in a game-changing moment at the
end of the 19th over. “The Australian pitches are fast
and bouncy and we have prepared for that,” said
Iftikhar. “Haris is our main strike bowler and we
expect him to bowl better here and win it  for
Pakistan.”— AFP 

Pakistan’s Iftikhar Ahmed

PERTH: Australia’s Aaron Finch (right) and Marcus Stoinis bump gloves during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket
match between Australia and Sri Lanka at Perth Stadium on October 25, 2022.— AFP 


