
LOS ANGELES: Devin Booker scored 34 points as
the Phoenix Suns overpowered Golden State 134-
105 in a hard-fought clash that saw Warriors star
Klay Thompson ejected for the first time in his career.
Booker produced another 30-point scoring exhibi-
tion for the third straight game as the Suns laid down
an early marker against the defending NBA champi-
ons. The 25-year-old Phoenix talisman was also at
the center of a third-quarter skirmish with Thompson
that led to the Warriors’ future Hall-of-Famer being
tossed for the first time in his 651-game career.

Thompson was expelled after he bumped Booker
midway through the third quarter to earn a technical
before earning a second technical as he unleashed a
tirade at the Suns and referee Ed Malloy. That flash-
point proved decisive, with the Suns exploiting the
Warriors’ lack of composure to turn an 83-77 advan-
tage into a 13-point lead at 90-77. The Suns would
eventually outscore the Warriors 33-20 in the third to
take a 105-86 lead into the final period.

Golden State rallied to cut the deficit to 12 points
midway through the fourth, but Phoenix pulled
away once again to seal a deserved victory. Booker,
who has averaged 32 points in four games to start
the campaign, said Phoenix were determined to
impress against the reigning NBA champions.
“Those are the defending champs over there,”
Booker said. “They have a culture, an environment,
they’re holding the crown.

“Every time we match up against them we want to
play hard and play competitive.” Booker made no
apologies for his spirited clash with Warriors veteran
Thompson. “I love Klay Thompson, and I have from
the beginning, coming up. Right from the draft I said
I wanted to be Klay Thompson,” Booker said. “But
that doesn’t excuse us from competing against each
other and talking a little mess with each other... big

fan of his and his competitive nature, and that’s that.”
Warriors coach Steve Kerr also played down the

Booker-Thompson clash. “They’re both great com-
petitors, both great players,” Kerr said. “This is the
NBA-it’s the highest competition in the world. Stuff
like that happens.” Booker was given scoring support
from Mikal Bridges with 17 points while Deandre
Ayton and Chris Paul added 16 points each. Stephen
Curry led the Warriors scoring with 21 points with
Jordan Poole adding 17. Thompson departed with
two points after making just 1-of-8 from the field.

Doncic falls short 
Elsewhere Tuesday, Luka Doncic scored 37 points

but it was not enough to stop the Dallas Mavericks
slipping to defeat against the depleted New Orleans
Pelicans. Slovenian star Doncic dragged the Mavs to
within one point of the Pels with four seconds
remaining after a driving lay-up made it 112-111. The
23-year-old was left shaking his head in disappoint-
ment after a three-point effort on the buzzer that
would have snatched victory bounced off the rim to
hand New Orleans a 113-111 win.

Doncic finished with 11 rebounds and seven
assists in addition to his 37-point haul, with Spencer
Dinwiddie providing support with 24 points and
Christian Wood 23 points. But Dallas were ultimately
pipped by a balanced New Orleans line-up that saw
eight players finish in double figures. The victory was
made all the more impressive given injuries that
deprived New Orleans of regular starters Zion
Williamson and Brandon Ingram.

Trey Murphy III scored 22 points-making 8-of-8
from the field-while CJ McCollum made 14 points
with 11 assists. McCollum later admitted he could
barely watch as Doncic launched his last-gasp three-
point attempt on the buzzer. “When he shot it I just

thought ‘Please don’t go in, please don’t go in’,”
McCollum told an on-court interviewer. “I didn’t
shoot the ball well but a lot of young guys stepped
up tonight and that’s what we’re going to need all
season long.”

The Pelicans improved to 3-1 with a win to move
into second in the Western Conference behind lead-
ers Portland. Dallas fell to 1-2. The Washington

Wizards took their season record to 3-1 with a 120-
99 romp against the Detroit Pistons at home. Kyle
Kuzma led the Washington scorers with 25 points
with Kristaps Porzingis adding 20. Will Barton added
16 from the bench, including four three-pointers.
Oklahoma City meanwhile routed the Los Angeles
Clippers 108-94 with Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scor-
ing 33 points.— AFP 
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PHOENIX: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors lays up a shot against Chris Paul #3 of the Phoenix
Suns during the second half of the NBA game at Footprint Center on October 25, 2022. —AFP 

Suns overpower Golden State 
134-105 in hard-fought clash 

Warriors star Thompson ejected for the first time in his career

Dortmund’s teenager 
shoots down transfer 
speculations
DORTMUND: Borussia Dortmund’s teenage mid-
fielder Jude Bellingham said he has not turned his
mind to an off-season move, despite persistent
rumors linking him to some of Europe’s top clubs.
Speaking after he helped guide Dortmund to the
last 16 of the Champions League with a 0-0 home
draw against Manchester City, Bellingham said the
sheer amount of games at the moment meant it was
hard to focus too far into the future. 

“In all honesty I’m not thinking about anything
like that. You (the media) will be angry with me as
you won’t get a headline, but I’m just focused on
the next games with Borussia Dortmund,”
Bellingham said late on Tuesday. “I’m not even
thinking about the World Cup. I’m trying to win
games with Borussia Dortmund and then we’ll see
what happens.”

Bellingham, who played through an ankle com-
plaint on Tuesday, said he hopes his recent per-
formances will earn him a rest in Dortmund’s final
Champions League group game, now that progress

to the knockouts has been secured. “Hopefully I’ll
get a bit of a rest in Copenhagen, but you guys can
ask (manager) Edin (Terzic) for me about that,”
Bellingham laughed. “The other league games are
really important and we have to set ourselves up for
the new year.”

Other than starting from the bench last week
before coming on to win and convert a match-seal-
ing penalty against Hannover in the German Cup,
Bellingham has played every minute of every game
this season - the only Dortmund player to do so.
Goalkeeper Gregor Kobel, who saved a second-half
penalty from City’s Riyad Mahrez to ensure
Dortmund got a share of the spoils, said Dortmund’s
qualification meant next week’s Copenhagen match
“was no longer a knockout” game. “It is very, very
important that we were rewarded for our perform-
ance (with a win) for once,” Kobel said.

Bellingham credited the home fans for giving his
side the edge, saying the visitors were “shocked” by
the home support. “(The fans) were unbelievable.
Even the City lads were shocked,” Bellingham said.
“You could kind of see (on their faces) how happy
they were to be witnessing something like that. “I’ve
said before, it’s not (just) a stadium or a set of fans,
it’s like an experience.” While Dortmund travel to
Copenhagen next Wednesday for the final set of
group stage fixtures, Man City will welcome Sevilla
to Manchester. — AFP 

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s English midfielder Jude
Bellingham takes part in a training session in
Dortmund. —AFP 

Varane out till WCup;
Ronaldo in squad for
Europa League clash
LONDON: French World Cup winning defender
Raphael Varane’s hopes of playing in this year’s finals
dimmed on Wednesday as Manchester United man-
ager Erik ten Hag said he will not play before the
tournament gets underway on November 20. The 29-
year-old former Real Madrid star left the pitch in
tears with a leg injury during United’s 1-1 draw
against Chelsea last Saturday. “Varane isn’t in the
squad,” said Ten Hag at a press conference on the
eve of United’s Europa League match with Moldovan
side Sheriff Tiraspol.

“He will be out until the World Cup. We have to
see how he develops, how his rehab will develop.”
Varane, who has suffered several long-term injury
absences during his career, adds to France coach
Didier Deschamps’ headaches ahead of his naming
his squad for the finals in Qatar on November 9.
N’Golo Kante, Chelsea’s defensive midfielder who
was a key part of France’s success four years ago,
will definitely miss the tournament with a ham-
string injury.

Paul Pogba is a doubt as he is still recovering from
knee surgery and AC Milan goalkeeper Mike
Maignan, the backup to first choice Hugo Lloris,
could be ruled out with a calf injury. France’s first
World Cup group game is against Australia on
November 22 before they face Denmark on
November 26 and then Tunisia four days later. Ten
Hag said that Cristiano Ronaldo would be in the
squad for Thursday’s match - a game his side need to
win to stand any chance of topping their group. That
would allow them to avoid a third place side from the
Champions League in February’s play-off round.

Ronaldo returned to first-team training with
Manchester United for the first time on Tuesday
since his refusal to come on as a substitute against
Tottenham last week. The Portuguese was left out of
United’s squad for Saturday’s 1-1 draw at Chelsea
and did individual training with fitness coaches on
Friday. “It’s not difficult (Ronaldo situation). We said
everything, answered all the questions. He was out
for one game and now back in,” said Ten Hag. “We
have an important game tomorrow, we want to top
the group.” — AFP 

Spanish football 
strike possible 
over sports law
MADRID: The majority of Spain’s top flight foot-
ball teams have threatened to go on strike against a
proposed new sports law which they argue benefits
major clubs like Real Madrid and Barcelona. La
Liga-which governs Spain’s professional football
divisions - has called an extraordinary assembly on
Thursday to discuss next steps including a possible
strike over the draft legislation which still needs the
approval of parliament. The row pits Real Madrid,
FC Barcelona and Athletic de Bilbao along with the
Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) - the governing
body of football in Spain - against La Liga.

There are two main issues in the spat over the

law which has the backing of Spain’s ruling
Socialists and the main opposition conservative
Popular Party (PP). One involves an agreement
reached with private equity firm CVC which paid
2.0 billion euros in exchange for 8.2 percent of La
Liga’s revenues from its image rights during 50
years. La Liga says the deal will give it a cash
injection that will allow it to compete with the
English Premier League but Real Madrid,
Barcelona and Athletic Bilbao opposed it, saying it
gives up too much for too little money.

La Liga wants the new sports law to shield this
agreement. It believes the major clubs oppose it
because it calls for a more equitable distribution of
football revenues among clubs. Big clubs want to
“return to an old football model where there were
huge inequalities and the growth of more modest
clubs was greatly restricted,” said the director gen-
eral of second division side FC Granada, Alfredo
Garcia. The football federation, however, argues the
agreement with CVC forgets modest amateur clubs

and questions the legality of the deal.
“Now the government and the main opposition

party are going to change the rules of the game
and are going to  make legal what is illegal? That
would be very serious,” RFEF president Luis
Rubiales told daily newspaper El Pais. La Liga also
wants the new sports law to make it possible
sanction clubs playing in competitions which it
does not approve of, such as the proposed
European Super League which would have been
made up Europe’s elite clubs.

Real Madrid president Florentino Perez was one
of the main drivers of breakaway league. In an
advert published Tuesday in several Spanish news-
papers on Tuesday, La Liga defended the need for
a sports law “that does not favor the creation of a
Super League that seriously damages Spanish
football”. La Liga says the government had agreed
to address its concerns in the new sports law but
the amendments it called for ended up disappear-
ing from the legislation. — AFP 


