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Juventus crash out of Champions  
League; Chelsea, PSG book last 16

Leipzig end Real Madrid’s unbeaten run with impressive win

LISBON: Benfica’s Portuguese midfielder Rafa Silva (center) scores his team’s fourth goal in spite of Juventus’ Italian defender Leonardo Bonucci (left) and Juventus’ Polish goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny during the 
UEFA Champions League 1st round day 5, Group H football match on October 25, 2022. — AFP 

PARIS:  Juventus were knocked out of the 
Champions League in the group stage for the first 
time in nine years on Tuesday but Chelsea, Paris 
Saint-Germain, Benfica and Borussia Dortmund all 
secured qualification for the knockout stage with 
one group game to spare. A 4-3 defeat away to 
Benfica in Portugal sealed the fate of a Juventus 
side who have been in decline in Europe for sever-
al seasons and have now lost four of their five 
matches in Group H. 

Having already won when the sides met in Italy, 
Benfica went ahead in Lisbon when Antonio Silva 
headed in an Enzo Fernandez cross. Moise Kean 
quickly equalised for Juve with a goal that was con-
firmed following a VAR review, but Joao Mario 
restored Benfica’s lead from the penalty spot and 
then set up Rafa Silva to make it 3-1 before half-
time with a superb backheel flick. 

The same player then got Benfica’s fourth early in 
the second half, and a Juventus fightback that pro-
duced goals by Arkadiusz Milik and Weston 
McKennie came too late. Juventus had been 
knocked out in the last 16 in each of the last three 
seasons but they have not been eliminated from the 

Champions League in the group stage since 
2013/14. “I am angry and sad because we are out of 
the Champions League, but we must think about the 
league now,” said Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri, 
whose team are eighth in Serie A. 

 
Messi, Mbappe turn on style 

Benfica are joined in qualifying from Group H by 
PSG, with the 2020 Champions League runners-up 
through after crushing Zionist entity’s Maccabi Haifa 
7-2 at the Parc des Princes. Lionel Messi and Kylian 
Mbappe both turned on the style, each scoring 
twice, while Neymar netted once and forced an own 
goal from Sean Goldberg. Carlos Soler completed 
the scoring for PSG as they equalled their own 
record for goals scored in a single European game. 
Abdoulaye Seck scored twice for Maccabi Haifa, 
and they could still finish third above Juventus. 

Earlier, two-time Champions League winners 
Chelsea clinched their place in the last 16 as Group 
E winners, completing an impressive turnaround 
after they lost their first game to Dinamo Zagreb in 
September. Graham Potter’s side won 2-1 away to 
Red Bull Salzburg, with a stunning Kai Havertz 

strike 26 minutes from time proving the difference 
between the teams after Junior Adamu cancelled 
out Mateo Kovacic’s opener for the Blues. Victory 
extended Chelsea’s unbeaten run under Potter to 
nine games. 

“That was a fantastic performance from the 
players,” said Potter. “I’m delighted to go through 
with a game to spare considering where we started 
the competition.” AC Milan are best-placed to go 
through with Chelsea after the Serie A champions 
won 4-0 in Zagreb, with Matteo Gabbia heading in 
the opener and Rafael Leao doubling their lead 
before Olivier Giroud netted a penalty and a 
Robert Ljubicic own goal completed the scoring. 
Milan are now a point clear of Salzburg with the 
teams meeting at San Siro next week to decide 
which one progresses. 

 
Rare defeat for Real 

Dortmund are into the last 16 after getting the 
point they needed in a 0-0 draw at home to a 
Manchester City side who had already qualified. 
City required just a point to secure top spot in 
Group G and they got it despite taking Erling 

Haaland off at half-time against his former club. In 
fact, Pep Guardiola’s side could have got all three 
points but Riyad Mahrez had a second-half penalty 
saved by Gregor Kobel.  

Sevilla will therefore drop into the Europa 
League despite beating FC Copenhagen 3-0 earlier 
on Tuesday with second-half goals by Youssef En-
Nesyri, Isco and Gonzalo Montiel. 

 David Khocholava was sent off at the end for 
Copenhagen, who have still not scored a goal in the 
group. Meanwhile, RB Leipzig inflicted a first defeat 
of the season on reigning European champions Real 
Madrid as they took a big step towards joining the 
Spaniards in qualifying from Group F.  

Joskpo Gvardiol and Christopher Nkunku scored 
to have Leipzig two goals ahead before Vinicius 
Junior pulled one back. Timo Werner got Leipzig’s 
third with Rodrygo converting a late penalty for 
Real as it ended 3-2. In Scotland, a stunning 
Mykhailo Mudryk goal gave Shakhtar Donetsk a 1-1 
draw away to Celtic, for whom Giorgos 
Giakoumakis had opened the scoring. While Celtic 
are out, Leipzig need just a draw at Shakhtar next 
week to advance. —AFP 

MELBOURNE: An emotional Ireland pulled off a 
huge upset Wednesday, stunning world number 
two England by five runs with a fine bowling dis-
play in a rain-affected match to throw the 
Twenty20 World Cup wide open. After being sent 
in to bat, Ireland captain Andy Balbirnie smashed 
62 from 47 balls as he led his team to 92-1 off 10 
overs before a collapse saw them all out for 157 
with four balls remaining England’s batting line-up 
struggled to get any momentum, slumping to 29-3 with 
just one boundary in the first five overs as the Irish 
bowlers found pace and move-
ment. 

Eighteen minutes were 
lost to rain at the begin-
ning of the game and the 
players were taken off 
again, this time for good, with 
England on 105-5 off 14.3 overs 
just as Moeen Ali was getting into 
his stride with 24 off 12 balls. 
England were five runs behind on the 

DLS scoring method, handing Ireland a famous victory. “It’s amazing, 
kind of emotional,” said man-of-the-match Balbirnie. “Our message was 
to just create chances and we know how this England team like to play, 
if we take every chance then we would be in with a shot. “This will do a 
lot to grow the game back home.” 

It was Ireland’s second massive 
upset of the tournament after they 
beat West Indies in the first round 
to send the two-time champions 
home. England were among the 
title favorites and heavily-fan-
cied to beat Ireland after open-
ing their tournament with a 
five-wicket win over 

Afghanistan at the weekend. 
Instead the shock defeat has 

thrown Group 1 wide open with 
Australia, Sri Lanka, Ireland and 

England all now with one win and 
one defeat. New Zealand also have 

one win and play Afghanistan in their 
second match later Wednesday. “We 

were not consistent enough, let them score 
on both sides,” said England captain Jos 

Buttler. “There were some favourable condi-
tions for bowling, we had everything in our 

favour, winning the toss and electing to field 
knowing the weather. We didn’t take advantage 
of that. “They outplayed us in all three facets of 

the game and the better team won. We know we 
have made a mistake here and have put more 
pressure on us.” 

Morning drizzle cleared for the toss at an eerily 
quiet MCG compared to the electric atmosphere 
when 90,000 packed the venue on Sunday for 

India’s incredible last-ball win over Pakistan. Buttler 
sent Ireland in and Mark Wood, bowling at 154kph 

(96mph), accounted for dangerous opener Paul Stirling, 
caught for 14 by Sam Curran at the ropes. Balbirnie was 
hit on the finger but the Irish captain soldiered to build 

an 82-run partnership with Lorcan Tucker. — AFP 

Emotional Ireland thump 
England for 
famous 
win at T20 

MELBOURNE: Ireland’s Fionn Hand takes a catch 
to dismiss England’s Dawid Malan during the ICC 
men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match 
between England and Ireland on October 26, 
2022. — AFP 

VILLARREAL: Villarreal appointed 
Quique Setien as coach on Tuesday, a 
day after Unai Emery decided to leave 
the Spanish side to take over at Aston 
Villa. The former Barcelona manager, 
64, has not worked since the Catalan 
giants sacked him in August 2020, fol-
lowing a humiliating 8-2 Champions 
League defeat by Bayern Munich. 
Setien has penned a contract until the 
end of the 2023-24 season and will take 
charge of his first game on Thursday 
night, when Villarreal face Hapoel Be’er 
Sheva in the Conference League. 

“Setien is distinguished by his good 
football and passing game which he 
has displayed at the teams he has 
coached through his extensive top-lev-
el career,” said Villarreal in a statement. 
Setien has coached various sides, 
including Real Betis and Las Palmas, as 
well as the national team of Equatorial 
Guinea for one match, during his 
career. 

His predecessor Emery said he had 
to be “cold and calculating” when 
deciding to leave Villarreal for the 
Premier League side, during a farewell 
press conference earlier on Tuesday. 
The Spanish coach agreed to take over 
at Villa Park after Steven Gerrard was 
sacked, ending a successful two-and-
a-half year spell at Villarreal. Emery 
guided the team to the Europa League 
trophy in 2021 and took the team to 

the Champions League semi-final last 
season, but Villa activated his release 
clause on Monday to take him to 
England. 

“When you take these decisions 
you have to be cold and calculating, 
and stick to the contracts that we 
sign,”  Emery told reporters at 
Villarreal’s training ground, asked if he 
was leaving them in the lurch. “I have 
the maturity and experienced to take 
decisions firmly and with respect.” The 
coach said he was grateful to Villarreal, 
from the board to the supporters, for 
his time at the club. “I have been myself 
here. They gave me the conditions to 
be myself, at my best version. You must 
keep having challenges, I had a home 
at Villarreal,” Emery said. 

“I called Fernando (Roig, the presi-
dent), on Friday to tell him the situation 
and that I wanted to be in charge for 
Sunday’s game and on Monday we 
would meet. Yesterday it all happened.” 
Roig thanked Emery for his work but 
admitted that his decision took the club 
by surprise. “It caught us on the back 
foot,” Roig said. “We have a great 
relationship. It’s been a bit tough for 
us. But against adversity and change 
we have always shown strength. Today 
is about Unai Emery, his work and 
thanking him. “We’ve been left in a 
bad position but we thank you and 
wish you the best.” — AFP  

Villarreal appoint Setien after 
Emery’s surprise departure


