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KUALA LUMPUR: Rosmah Mansor, the wife of 
Malaysia’s ex-premier Najib Razak, was found guilty of 
graft on Thursday and sentenced to 10 years in jail with a 
$216 million fine, just over a week after her husband began 
serving a 12-year term after his own corruption conviction. 

The 70-year-old has long been criticised by 
Malaysians for her reportedly vast collection of designer 
handbags, clothing and jewellery, acquired on overseas 
shopping trips. Prosecutors said Rosmah had sought a 
187.5 million-ringgit ($41.8 million) bribe and received 6.5 
million-ringgit for helping a company secure a solar pow-
er project for rural schools in the Malaysian part of 
Borneo during her husband’s 
tenure. 

“The accused is found 
guilty of all three charges,” 
High Court Judge Mohamed 
Zaini Mazlan said as Rosmah 
sat quietly in the dock. After 
mitigation, he handed down 
a sentence of 10 years in jail 
for each of the three charges. 
“The sentences are to run 
concurrently,” Zaini said, also 
imposing a fine of 970 mil-
lion-ringgit. 

During proceedings, a tearful Rosmah said she was 
“a victim”. “My family has suffered. Have some humani-
ty. Have some compassion.” “The accused is not a hard-
ened criminal,” her lawyer Jagjit Singh said. “She has 
never been involved in any malpractice. She has never 
had any convictions.” 

But prosecutors sought maximum or near-maximum 
sentences for all three charges, calling corruption “the 
most vile of all diseases to affect society”. Even having 
been sentenced, Rosmah will not go straight to jail, pend-
ing what could be a lengthy appeals process. She remains 
on bail and still faces 17 other charges involving tax eva-

sion and money laundering. 
Born the only child of two teachers in the country’s 

south, Rosmah rose to become one of Malaysia’s most 
influential people. She made headlines a decade ago for 
setting up a new unit under the prime minister’s office 
known as “FLOM”, an acronym for First Lady of 
Malaysia. The full-fledged department, which set critics’ 
tongues wagging, was tasked with handling Rosmah’s 
operational needs. 

Her love for luxury, and in particular Hermes Birkin 
bags, came under the spotlight after 2018 raids in which 
police confiscated more than 500 handbags and 12,000 

pieces of jewellery estimated 
to be worth $270 million. 

This drew unflattering 
comparisons with one-time 
Philippines first lady and 
renowned shoe enthusiast 
Imelda Marcos — a big-
spending woman who for 
years was a lightning rod for 
anger over alleged corruption. 

 
Multibillion-dollar scandal  

On Thursday, dressed in a 
peach-coloured traditional 

Malay dress and scarf with a floral print and matching face 
mask, Rosmah arrived in court escorted by police. Her son 
and daughter also attended the court proceedings. 

Najib was sent to prison nine days ago for an initial 
batch of charges linked to the multibillion-dollar financial 
scandal at state fund 1MDB that brought down his gov-
ernment in 2018. He is currently on trial over four addition-
al charges. He faces a maximum of 20 years in jail for 
abuse of power and up to 15 years for money laundering, 
if convicted. 

Rosmah’s image had contributed to accusations that 
the ousted ruling establishment had lost touch with eco-

nomically struggling and middle-class Malaysians. “I think 
a lot of Malaysians will be happy that Rosmah has been 
found guilty,” said James Chin, professor of Asian studies 
at the University of Tasmania. 

“Her image among the Malaysian public is bad. Many 
believe it was her lavish lifestyle that contributed to 
Najib’s downfall and subsequently landing himself in 

prison for corruption.” The 1MDB scandal sparked investi-
gations in the United States, Switzerland and Singapore, 
whose financial systems were believed to have been used 
to launder the money. 

The US Justice Department has said more than $4.5 
billion was stolen from 1MDB between 2009 and 2015 by 
high-level officials at the fund and their associates.  —AFP
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Women’s group tackles  
taboo subject to aid  
Pakistan flood victims 

 
LAHORE: As aid organisations mobilise to pro-
vide relief for victims of Pakistan’s catastrophic 
floods, one group of women is focused on a 
necessity that is frequently taboo in the conserva-
tive Islamic nation-menstrual hygiene products. 

Over 30 million people have been affected by 
floods that cover a third of the country following 
record monsoon rains, with hundreds of thousands 
made homeless. Half of the victims are women and 
girls. “Periods do not stop during floods. Women 
need this assistance,” said Bushra Mahnoor, a uni-
versity student in eastern Lahore who founded the 
Mahwari Justice campaign to provide help. 

Mahnoor recalled her experience with floods 
that hit Pakistan in 2010 when she saw a young 
girl with period stains on her clothes. She learned 
that women “were using leaves” to manage their 
periods, so decided to take action. 

Since June, Mahnoor and colleague Anum 
Khalid have mobilised friends and volunteers to 
raise money to buy, pack and distribute emer-
gency sanitary kits containing pads, underwear 
and soap. Each kit costs just 200 rupees ($0.90), 
but can make an enormous difference for women 
trying to retain their dignity in desperate times. 

Calls to the manufacturers of period products 
went unanswered, so Mahnoor haggles with 
wholesalers in Lahore’s bazaars to get the lowest 
possible rates for the kits. Mahwari-which means 
“period” in Urdu-has already sent thousands of 
kits to some of the worst-hit areas, but their reach 
is set to get even bigger. 

 
Dozens of volunteers  

After a social media appeal, dozens of girls and 
women volunteered to help pack the kits. “I put 
myself in their place and thought this would have 
been such a huge problem for me if I didn’t have 
these things,” said volunteer Nyle Imtiaz, describ-
ing her motivation. 

Similar meet-ups are happening in other 
cities-including Multan, where the transgender 
community has taken the lead in the local effort. 
Mahnoor says she met resistance when she first 
spoke to men about the kind of specialised help 
she wanted her group to provide and asked for 
help in distribution. 

“Menstruation is a big taboo in Pakistan and it 
was not easy,” she said. Much of Pakistani society 
operates under a strict code of honour and speak-
ing openly about women’s issues such as menstru-
ation and sexual health is rare. 

The reach of the f loods includes Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province-the most conservative part 
of Pakistan, where women are rarely seen in public 
and often wear the all-covering burqa or shawls. 

For many flood victims who have fled their 
homes for makeshift camps, women are mixing 
with men who are not their relatives for the first 
time. The camps have no showers and only a few 
shared toilets. 

Public conversations and campaigns invoking 
menstruation often provoke disgust and draw 
public anger. On social media, the campaign has 
been accused of pursuing a “liberal agenda”, tak-
ing away funds from more worthwhile causes such 
as food and medicine. 

“I don’t understand what is there to hide, and 
what’s there to be ashamed of,” said Nimra Akram, 
another Lahore volunteer. “It would be more 
shameful in my opinion to see a girl who has her 
period and doesn’t have this kit.” 

Mahnoor said even her own family has tried 
to stop her from being so public. “My mother 
tells me I’m being such a shameless woman for 
even talking about menstruation so openly,” she 
said.  —AFP

Pakistan court  
extends bail  
for ex-PM Khan 

 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Pakistan’s Anti-Terrorism 
Court extended interim bail Thursday for former 
prime minister Imran Khan in a case surrounding 
comments he made about a judge involved in the 
detention of an official in his party. 

The extension comes a day after a lower court 
gave him a week to respond to contempt charges in a 
separate case related to his comments. The charges 
are another twist in months of political wrangling that 
began when Khan was ousted by a vote of no confi-
dence in parliament in April. 

Pakistan has a history of those in power using the 
police and courts to stifle political opponents, and 
current Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also has sev-
eral pending cases against him from his time in 
opposition. 

Babar Awan, Khan’s lawyer, said the Anti-
Terrorism Court extended bail until September 12 and 
the extension covered several new charges. Khan was 
in court for the hearing after earlier asking to be 
excused because of death threats, Awan said. 

Asad Umar, a central leader in Khan’s Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf party, accused premier Sharif ’s 
coalition of orchestrating “fake cases”. The political 
fracas comes as Pakistan deals with devastating 

floods caused by record monsoon rains that have left 
a third of the country under water and affected more 
than 33 million people. —AFP

BUKIT JALIL: File photo shows Malaysia’s then-Prime Minister Najib Razak (L) looks on as his wife Rosmah Mansor (R) 
waves a national flag during a rally to celebrate the country’s 55th Independence Day in Bukit Jalil Stadium. Rosmah 
Mansor was found guilty of graft on September 1, 2022. 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Former Pakistani prime minister Imran Khan (C) arrives to appear before the Anti-Terrorism Court in 
Islamabad on September 1, 2022.  —AFP

Angola’s leader  
faces uphill battle  
after narrow win 

 
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: 
President Joao Lourenco faces Herculean 
tasks of fixing Angola’s economy and 
winning over its disillusioned youth as he 
enters his second term with decimated 
support, analysts say. 

Lourenco’s Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which has 
been in power for nearly half century, 
won 51.17 percent of the vote in the 
August 24 elections for the National 
Assembly. The leader of the winning par-
ty automatically ascends to the presiden-
cy, which means Lourenco has earned a 
second spell at the helm. 

But it was also the MPLA’s poorest 
showing since the first democratic vote in 
the former Portuguese colony in 1992. In 
2017, it picked up 61 percent of the bal-
lot. The falloff will hike pressure on 
Lourenco to deliver on touted economic 
reforms and will reinvigorate the opposi-
tion, Augusto Santana of the non-profit 
Democracy Works Foundation predicted. 

He could face possible street protests 
and dissent from within the MPLA, 

Santana told AFP by phone from Luanda, 
the capital. “He faces quite a lot of chal-
lenges,” he said. Lourenco, 68, came to 
power in 2017 when he took over from 
long-time ruler Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
who bequeathed a country deep in 
recession and riddled by corruption and 
nepotism. The former general embarked 
on an ambitious reform programme to 
tackle graft, attract foreign investors and 
diversify the oil-dependent economy. 

 
‘No quick fix’  

The country eventually emerged from 
a five-year slump in 2021, but reforms 
have not translated into better living con-
ditions for most Angolans. Analyst Justin 
Pearce said that, because of the econom-
ic crisis, Lourenco’s government had so 
far not “been able to address the imme-
diate demands from the poor in society”. 

Now the president will be expected 
to deliver long-promised economic 
diversification away from oil. But “there’s 
no quick fix,” said the Angola expert at 
South Africa’s Stellenbosch University. 
The economic crisis, compounded by the 
coronavirus pandemic and a drought, has 
squeezed most people, pushing them into 
the arms of the opposition. 

The leading opposition party and for-
mer rebel movement, the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola 

(UNITA), gained 43.95 percent of the 
vote, up from 26.67 percent in 2017, also 
winning the capital, Luanda. 

Its charismatic leader Adalberto Costa 
Junior, 60, has proved popular in urban 
areas and among youth disaffected with 
a ruling party many think has run out of 
ideas. Turnout was low, with only about 
45 percent of those registered bothering 
to cast their ballots. 

On Tuesday, large numbers of angry 
onlookers heckled a motorcade of MPLA 
supporters celebrating the victory in 
Luanda-something unthinkable only a 
few years ago, Santana said. “There will 
be more protests, because this time peo-
ple think that there’s nothing else that the 
MPLA can still do, that the MPLA should 
just go and leave space for others to try,” 
he said. —AFP 

LUANDA, Angola: File photo shows Joao Lourenco, Angola’s President and presidential 
candidate of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) delivers a 
speech during a campaign rally in Luanda.  —AFP

Ethiopia, Eritrea  
forces launch  
Tigray offensive 

 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: Ethiopian 
and Eritrean forces launched a “mas-
sive” joint offensive against the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) in 
the northern region of  Tigray on 
Thursday, the rebels said. “The enemy, 
having already relocated a massive 
mil i tary force to Eritrea, has now 
begun a joint campaign with the for-
eign invading force of Eritrea to bru-
talise and exterminate the people of 

Tigray,” the rebels’ military command 
said in a statement. 

AFP was not able to independent-
ly verify the claims. Access to north-
ern Ethiopia is severely restricted 
and Tigray has been under a commu-
nications blackout for over a year. 
TPLF spokesman Kindeya 
Gebrehiwot told AFP the attack was 
coming “from Eritrea”. 

Another TPLF spokesman, 
Getachew Reda, described it  as a 
four-pronged offensive. He said on 
Twitter that the rebels were “defend-
ing their  posit ions” and reported 
“heavy shelling” from some locations. 
Addis Ababa has not responded to 
requests for comment about the 
reported offensive. 

F igh t ing  be tween  government 
forces and the rebels had resumed 
last  week after  a  f ive-month lu l l , 
with clashes on the ground and air 
raids over Tigray dashing hopes of 
peacefully resolving the nearly two-
year war. 

Combat had been concentrated 
around the southeastern border of 
Tigray, with the rebels pushing into 
the neighbouring Amhara and Afar 
regions, sending residents fleeing. 
The government  on  Wednesday 
accused the TPLF of  launching a 
wider “invasion” into parts of west-
ern Tigray, and other areas west of 
the initial clashes. 

The rebels in turn alleged that the 
government and its neighbour Eritrea-

which backed federal forces during 
the war’s early phase-were responsi-
ble for opening a new front . On 
Thursday, the government said TPLF 
attacks “had further continued to 
intensify”. 

“Innocent  c iv i l ians  are  being 
killed; many are being displaced and 
property is being destroyed,” the 
Government Communication Service 
said in a statement.  

Fighting has spread since combat 
erupted on August 24, while the capi-
tal of the war-torn Tigray region has 
been hit twice by air strikes. The first 
air raid on Mekele killed at least four 
people, including children, in a strike 
the UN children’s agency UNICEF 
said “hit a kindergarten”. —AFP 

‘Accused found  
guilty of all  

three charges’


