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WASHINGTON: Earth’s concentration of green-
house gases and sea levels hit new highs in 2021, a 
US government report said Wednesday, showing 
that climate change keeps surging ahead despite 
renewed efforts to curb emissions. 

“The data presented in this report are clear-we 
continue to see more compelling scientific evidence 
that climate change has global impacts and shows 
no sign of slowing,” said Rick Spinrad, administra-
tor of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. “With many communities hit with 
1,000-year floods, exceptional drought and his-
toric heat this year, it shows that the climate crisis 
is not a future threat but something we must 
address today,” he said in a statement. 

The rise in greenhouse gas levels comes despite 
an easing of fossil fuel emissions the previous year 
as much of the global economy slowed sharply due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The US agency said that the concentration of 
greenhouse gas in the atmosphere stood at 414.7 
parts per million in 2021, 2.3 parts higher than in 
2020. The level is “the highest in at least the last 
million years based on paleoclimatic records,” the 
annual State of the Climate report found. 

The planet’s sea levels rose for the 10th straight 
year, reaching a new record of 3.8 inches (97 millime-
ters) above the average in 1993 when satellite meas-
urements began. Last year was among the six warmest 
on record since the mid-19th century, with the last 
seven years all the seven hottest on record, it said. 

The less headline-grabbing average tempera-
tures were in part due to La Nina, an occasional 
phenomenon in the Pacific that cools waters, which 

took place early in the year and contributed to 
February being the coldest since 2014. But water 
temperatures were also at records, with exception-
ally high recordings documented in particular in 
lakes in Tibet, an environmentally crucial region as 
a water source for many of Asia’s major rivers. 

 
Rising disasters and fears  

Tropical storms, which are expected to increase 
as the planet warms, were sharply up in 2021, the 
report said. They included Typhoon Rai, which killed 
nearly 400 people in the Philippines in December, 
and Ida, which swept the Caribbean before becoming 
the second strongest hurricane to hit Louisiana after 
Katrina. Among other extraordinary events cited in 
the report, the celebrated cherry trees in Kyoto, 
Japan, bloomed at their earliest since 1409. 

Wildfires, also expected to rise due to climate 
change, were comparatively low following recent 
years although devastating blazes were witnessed 
both in the American West and Siberia. The 2021 
report comes days after a study said Greenland’s 
ice sheet is already set to melt at dangerous levels, 
even without any future warming, with major 
effects for low-lying areas around the globe that 
are home to hundreds of millions of people. 

The planet remains far off track from an ambi-
tion set by the Paris climate accord in 2015 to 
aspire to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(2.7 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels to 
avoid the worst effects of climate change. In 
August, the United States under President Joe 
Biden pushed through the most expansive gov-
ernment package ever to address emissions from 

the world’s largest economy. 
The effort will invest heavily in clean energy 

and comes as California moves to require all 

cars to be zero-emission by 2035, a decision 
with far-reaching consequences for the automo-
bile industry.  —AFP

Greenhouse gas, sea levels at  
record in 2021: US agency

Climate change keeps surging ahead despite renewed efforts to curb emissions

 

Europe’s fiery  
summer: A climate  
‘reality check’? 

 
PARIS: Wildfires and storms. Rivers at record 
lows. Parched crops withering in the fields. For 
many Europeans, this year’s scorching summer 
means climate change is increasingly hard to 
ignore. 

After months of cloudless days and drought, 
the weather has been one of the major themes 
of media coverage-and discussions during 
family gatherings-over the annual August holi-
day period. 

“This summer has seen a series of extreme 
weather events,” French government 
spokesman Olivier Veran told a first press con-
ference after he and the government returned 
to the office last week. 

It had been a “complete reality check, even 
for the most skeptical,” he said. France experi-
enced its second-hottest summer on record, its 
driest one since 1976 and the worst in terms of 
the loss of forestry to wildfires since 2003, he 
said. In recent months, some French villages 
have needed to be supplied with water trucks 
as their usual sources have dried up. Fires have 
repeatedly ravaged pine forests near 
Bordeaux. 

Even in the normally verdant Alps, cheese 
makers complain that their cows are producing 
less milk than usual because their pastures are 
dried up. The picture is similar across Europe. 
In Italy, the collapse of the country’s largest 
Alpine glacier in July sparked an avalanche 
that killed 11 people. “The year 2022 in terms 
of extreme climate events is code red,” said the 
head of environmental group Legambiente, 
Stefano Ciafani, in an August report. 

After a punishing drought, around 400 
Spanish wildfires destroyed 290,000 hectares 
(72,000 acres) of forest-way above the recent 
average of 67,000 hectares a year. 

As reservoir water levels plunged, a previ-
ously flooded centuries-old church and a 
huge megalithic complex emerged from their 
depths. And a year after shocking major 
floods that claimed more than 180 lives in 
Germany, the country saw the Rhine river-a 
crucial trade route-shrink to levels that were 
barely navigable. 

 
Jets and steak  

The question for experts and campaigners 
is how much the sweltering summer of 2022 
wil l  translate into polit ical change and 
lifestyle shifts from consumers. As people 
return to work, France’s green EELV party 
has been setting the news agenda with eye-
catching proposals to crack down on execu-
tive jets as well as private swimming pools. 
“We’ve just lived through a summer when 
we’ve seen the real impact of climate change 
for the first time and what are we doing? 
What are we prepared to do?” said leading 
MP Sandrine Rousseau. 

She found herself at the centre of a national 
furor this week after suggesting men needed 
to cut down on emissions-heavy barbecued 
steak which they saw as a “symbol of virility.” 
“What has become quite obvious is that cli-
mate impacts and climate hazards are happen-
ing throughout Europe to differing degrees 
and with differing hazards,” Carolina Cecilio 
from the E3G think-tank told AFP. 

“It’s not limited to southern Europe, which is 
more used to periods of drought and forest 
fires,” she added. Greater awareness in big EU 
member states such as France, Germany and 
Italy could help “shape the political agenda,” 
Cecilio said. —AFP 

Snap confirms  
cutting 20% 
of staff 

 
PARIS: Snapchat’s parent company confirmed 
Wednesday it is cutting 20 percent of staff, as the 
troubled messaging app attempts to dig itself out 
amid competition and revenue woes, as well as 
recent quarterly losses. A hit with young internet 
users in its early days, Snapchat has remained a 
small player in the social networking space as com-
petition from other apps, such as TikTok, has grown 
ever more intense. 

“We must now face the consequences of our low-
er revenue growth and adapt to the market environ-
ment,” Snap CEO Evan Spiegel said in a note to 
employees Wednesday announcing the decision “to 
reduce the size of our team by approximately 20 
percent.” In July, the company reported that quar-
terly losses nearly tripled to $422 million amid con-
ditions “more challenging” than expected. 

Tech news website The Verge first reported the 
southern California-based company would be mak-
ing the steep cuts to its approximately 6,400 staff. 
Restructuring, Spiegel said, would focus on “three 
strategic priorities: community growth, revenue 
growth and augmented reality” with unrelated proj-
ects to “be discontinued or receive substantially 

reduced investment.” 
Snap said it would discontinue its Snap Originals 

show programming, third-party app integration 
known as Minis, its games, and its lightweight drone 
offering called Pixy. 

It also said it was “winding down” its standalone 
geolocation app Zenly and music creation app 
Voisey, which it acquired through takeovers. Like 
other social networks, Snap has taken a hit as adver-
tisers have tightened their belts, as well as from new 
privacy changes by Apple that have bitten into firms’ 
sales of costly but highly-targeted ads. “The compa-
ny is facing layoffs as it works to restructure its ad 
business and cut costs,” said Insider Intelligence 
principal analyst Jasmine Enberg. 

“Even so, I wouldn’t count Evan Spiegel out.” 
Snap has a growing and loyal user base, and is well-
positioned to capitalize on advertising and com-
merce in its augmented reality offerings over the 
long-term, the analyst reasoned. 

Enberg expected Snapchat to end this year with 
nearly $5 billion in net ad revenue worldwide in a 43 
percent increase from 2021. Insider Intelligence pro-
jected that ranks of Snapchat users would be up 
more than 10 percent to 493.7 million by the end of 
this year. 

“We are encouraged by stabilizing user trends, as 
well as the large shopping and e-commerce adver-
tising opportunity, healthy margins, and perspective 
and experience from recent upgrades to the man-
agement team,” Baird analysts said of Snap in a note 
to investors. 

Snap announced a new chief operating officer, 
Jerry Hunter, who is being promoted from senior 
vice president of engineering. Google executive 
Ronan Harris will become president of the compa-
ny’s Europe, Middle East and Africa division in 
October. Meanwhile, Snap’s chief business officer 
Jeremi Gorman and Peter Naylor, the vice president 
of ad sales for the Americas, will be going to work 
for streaming  television titan Netflix in September, 
according to the companies. 

Snap shares were up more than 10 percent in 
m id-day  t rad ing  on  the  New York  S tock 
Exchange. —AFP

Moscow approves  
Japan stakes in  
Sakhalin project 

 
MOSCOW: Two Japanese trading houses will main-
tain stakes in a Russian energy project despite 
Tokyo joining sanctions on Moscow over the war in 
Ukraine, as the Asian country looks to secure its 
power supply. 

Moscow is  transferr ing operat ion of  the 
Sakhalin-2 oil and gas project to a new Russian firm, 
with foreign stakeholders required to apply for 
approval to maintain their interests. 

Like other countries that have joined sanctions, 
Japan is seeking to reduce its reliance on Russian 
energy imports but struggling to find alternatives. 

The resource-poor country faced a power crunch 
during a summer heatwave this year, and is looking 
ahead to a potentially difficult winter. 

Mitsubishi Corp said Thursday that its 10 percent 
stake in the Sakhalin-2 project had been approved 
by Moscow, a day after Mitsui said its 12.5 percent 
interest had also been given the green light. The 
Japanese government had backed both firms contin-
uing in the project. 

Russia supplies around nine percent of Japan’s 
liquified natural gas (LNG) demands, almost all of 
which comes from Sakhalin-2. “This decision is 
extremely significant for our nation’s stable energy 
supply,” government spokesman Hirokazu Matsuno 
said at a regular briefing on Thursday. 

“We will continue to monitor the situation to 
ensure stable LNG supplies, together with the pub-
lic and private sectors.” Japan is heavily dependent 
on imported fossil fuels, in part because many of its 
nuclear reactors have been offline since the 2011 

Fukushima disaster. 
The country had previously ruled out withdrawal 

from the Sakhal in-2 project , despite joining 
Western-led energy sanctions on Russia. 

Last week, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida called 
for a push to revive the country’s nuclear power 
industry in a bid to tackle soaring imported energy 
costs linked to the war. Before the Fukushima melt-
down, around a third of Japan’s power generation 
came from nuclear sources, but in 2020 the figure 
was less than five percent. 

“LNG accounts for over one-third of electricity 
generation in Japan, while the recent closure of age-
ing thermal power plants has further constrained 
policymakers’ options,” wrote James Brady, vice 
president of Teneo consultancy, in a note. “The 
Sakhalin decisions reflect the pragmatic realities of 
keeping the country’s heat and lights on during the 
most challenging international energy market envi-
ronment for decades.” —AFP

Motorcyclists vow 
to fight parking 
fee in Paris 

 
PARIS: The city of Paris on 
Thursday introduced fees for park-
ing motorbikes and motorized scoot-
ers in the capital, sparking outrage 
and defiance among bikers. 

Riders of motorized two-wheeled 
vehicles had previously been allowed 
to park them for free, but city offi-
cials said the measure was necessary 
to control high levels of noise, air 
pollution and congestion caused by 
the bikes. Bikers parking their ride in 
the historic centre of the capital will 
now have to pay three euros (dol-
lars) per hour-two in surrounding 
neighborhoods-for a maximum stay 
of six hours. 

Ci ty  res idents  get  a  cheaper 
deal , as  do some businesses . 
Electr ic motorbikes can st i l l  be 
parked for free. Fines for non-com-
pliance start at 25 euros, going up 
to  135 euros  i f  a  motorbike is 
parked outside a designated space. 
But on Thursday, bikers who talked 

to AFP said they would not comply 
without a f ight. “There comes a 
time when you have to say no, and 
play by the rules a bit less,” said 
Dominique Gavaud, as he parked 
his motorbike on a spot reserved 
for cyclists early Thursday without 
putting money in the meter. 

“It’s hard to find a legal spot, so I 
don’t really have a choice. If I get a 
fine, I’ll pay,” he said. 

Nicolas, another biker who did 
not give his last name, said he would 
not pay, hoping that the two private 
contractor f irms charged with 
enforcing the new rules would fail to 
catch him. 

“I’ll see how quick they are, and 
I’ll adapt,” he said, adding that he 
may opt  for  the purchase of  an 
electric scooter for his commute if 
fines pile up. David Belliard, Paris 
deputy mayor in charge of mobility 
and city space, acknowledged that 
the new rules were “difficult” but 
told AFP that they were also neces-
sary. “We had to stop making an 
exception for scooters and motor-
bikes,” he said, adding he hoped 
bikers  would use more under-
ground parking spots “so we can 

get some public spaces back”. 
The French Federation of Angry 

Motorcyclists (FFMC) meanwhile 
slammed the measure which it said 
discriminated notably against “poor 
people who live in the suburbs”. 

They could not be expected “to 
commute 40 kilometers (25 miles) on 
a bicycle” said FFMC Paris region 

boss Jean-Marc Belotti. “This is a 
social problem,” he told AFP. 

The association has called for a 
protest outside Paris city hall on 
Saturday. 

The French administrative court 
has yet to rule on a legal challenge 
to the measure which was filed last 
September.  —AFP

PARIS, France: A photo shows two-wheeled motor vehicles parked in a paying parking 
zone in Paris on August 31, 2022. Two-wheeled combustion engine motor vehicles will 
have to pay for parking in Paris starting September 1, 2022.  —AFP

GENERAL LUNA, Philippines: In this photo taken on December 29, 2021, young residents carrying their surf boards, walk 
past houses destroyed by super Typhoon Rai, as they head for the beach in General Luna town, Siargao island, more 
than a week after the super typhoon devastated the island. —AFP

PARIS, France: In this file photo taken on June 17, 2022 
Snapchat founder and CEO Evan Spiegel attends a session 
during the Viva Technology (Vivatech) show in Paris. —AFP


