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DUBAI: India’s Suryakumar Yadav makes unconvention-
al look cool and his attacking instincts makes him a force 
to reckon with for the Twenty20 World Cup later this 
year in Australia. Suryakumar smashed 68 off 26 balls to 
lift India from 94-2 in 13 overs to post a mammoth 192-2 
against minnows Hong Kong in the Asia Cup Twenty20 
tournament on Wednesday. 

India’s bowlers restricted Hong Kong to 152-5 as they 
won by 40 runs to sail into the Super Four of the six-
nation tournament, which acts as a precursor to T20’s 
showpiece event in October-November. Suryakumar’s 
batting blitz stood out and was acknowledged by star 
batsman Virat Kohli who had the best seat in the house at 
the non-striker’s end as the two put on 98 runs off 42 balls. 

Kohli, who is enduring a long batting slump, made 59 
off 44 balls but looked amazed with Surykumar’s show as 
he allowed the batsman to lead the walk back after the 
innings ended. “He came in and completely changed the 
momentum of the game on a pitch that was not as easy as 
he made it look to bat,” Kohli said in a chat with 
Suryakumar for India’s cricket board website. “It was a 
brilliant knock. I have seen so many from a distance when 
we played the IPL, but this ws my first experience of 
watching it very closely. I was completely blown away.” 

Suryakumar struck six sixes including four in the last 
over to pulverise a hapless Hong Kong attack, who had 
India on the defensive early on. A product of the Indian 
Premier League, Suryakumar, who loves his tattoos and 
carries a soothing smile under his gelled hair, made his 
debut for India last year and quickly became the team’s 
go-to man in crunch situations with his aggressive 
approach. 

‘Fearless’ batting 
But on Wednesday his freakish display of batting with 

audacious shots including the sit-down lap hit over the 
fine-leg region for six to the flick-of-the wrist hit over 
deep mid-wicket were jaw dropping. “Some of the shots 
are pre-determined because this format is about how 
you prepare when you go into bat,” a smiling 
Suryakumar, known as SKY for his initials, told reporters 
after the win. “But it’s important to stay in the present 
when you go out there.” 

The 31-year-old batsman, who has hit six half-cen-
turies and one hundred in his 25 T20 matches at a strike 
rate of 177.51 for India, said he is “flexible” to bat at any 
position his team wants. “I’ve told the captain and 
coaches I’ll play anywhere, just play me,” said 
Suryakumar, who was named man of the match. Skipper 
Rohit Sharma, who fell for 21, also praised Suryakumar’s 
“fearless” batting. A powerful striker of the cricket ball, 
Suryakumar made his debut in India’s top domestic com-
petition - the Ranji Trophy - in 2010 with an impressive 
73 for Mumbai. 

But it was his IPL pyrotechnics with Mumbai Indians 
that got him recognition and a place in the national side 
and there has been no looking back. “I have seen it 
before, that’s why I am not surprised. But he is doing that 
at the international level to world class bowlers,” former 
India opener Wasim Jaffer, who was Suryakumar’s cap-
tain at Mumbai domestic side, said on ESPNcricinfo. “It’s 
just that he hits to so many different parts (of the 
ground) from third-man to the other end makes it so 
hard for the bowlers to bowl. So I am happy he comes at 
three-or four and not any lower.” —AFP

SKY is the limit: Suryakumar  
redefines Twenty20 batting

Suryakumar smashes 68 off 26 balls to lift India

 

‘All dead’: Munich  
Olympics massacre  
50 years ago 

 
PARIS: September 5, 1972: Palestinian gunmen 
storm the Olympic Vil lage at the Summer 
Games in Munich and take a group of Zionist 
athletes hostage, triggering a standoff that 
ends in a massacre. AFP was the first news out-
let to report on the tragic climax of the attack 
that shocked the world 50 years ago. Here’s a 
look at how it unfolded. 

 
‘Games of Peace and Joy’  

It is the 11th day of the Munich Olympic 
Games, dubbed the “Games of Peace and Joy” 
by organisers eager to erase memories of the 
1936 Games in Berlin, presided over by Nazi 
leader Adolf Hitler. At dawn, eight men wear-
ing tracksuits and carrying sports holdalls 
scale the fence of the Olympic village enclo-
sure and head for 31 Connollystrasse where 
the Zionist delegation is staying. Those run-
ning into them think they are athletes return-
ing from a night on the town. Masked in black 
scarves and touting handguns, they burst into 
the apartments. 

Two men who try to stop them are killed: 
wrest l ing coach Moshe Weinberg and 
weightlifter Yossef Romano. Some escape, but 
nine others are taken hostage, hands bound 
behind their backs. Two cleaning ladies work-
ing nearby raise the alarm after hearing gunfire. 
“It was between 4 and 5 am... when I opened 
my door I saw in the stairwell a man in plain 
clothes wearing a cap and brandishing a 
machine gun,” a witness living in the same 
building as the Zionists, tells AFP. 

 
Black September 

“Shortly after 0700 GMT (8 am local time) 
nearly 3,000 police officers are deployed in 
and around the Olympic Village. Elite marks-
men arrive and surround the building,” AFP 
reporters at the scene write. In the course of 
the morning, the operation is claimed by the 
radical Black September militant group, already 
notorious for the assassination of Jordanian 
Prime Minister Wasfi Tal and the hijacking of a 
Belgian air l iner a few months before the 
Olympics. 

They demand the release of more than 200 
Palestinian prisoners held in Zionist entity - a 
demand refused outright by the government of 
Golda Meir. In negotiations with the West 
German authorities they threaten to execute 
the hostages if their demands are not met. 
Meanwhile, several thousand people congre-
gate around the Olympic Village to wait for 
news of the hostages. The competitions contin-
ue as normal from early morning. At 3:50 pm 
local time, authorities halt the Games for 34 
hours - a first in Olympic history. 

 
Gunbattle at airport  

After 11 hours of talks, the German negotia-
tors manage in the evening to convince the 
gunmen to leave for Cairo with the hostages 
onboard a plane placed at their disposal. At 
around 10 pm the eight militants and their nine 
hostages are taken by helicopter from the 
Olympic Village to the Fuerstenfeldbruck mili-
tary air base, where German police had decid-
ed to mount a rescue operation. 

Five police snipers open fire on the group 
soon after they land. A gun battle erupts, in 
which a Palestinian fighter throws a hand 
grenade into a helicopter which explodes. 
Towards midnight the West German government 
spokesman Conrad Ahlers says the rescue oper-
ation has been a success and the hostages freed. 
AFP journalists at the scene, however, report that 
“a battle is raging. Machine gunfire can be spo-
radically heard, isolated gunfire also, no doubt 
from the elite marksmen”. —AFP 

Japan’s Hataoka out  
to defend crown at  
LPGA Dana Open 

 
WASHINGTON: Defending champion Nasa Hataoka of 
Japan leads a field of returning moms, major winners and a 
teen prodigy when the LPGA Dana Open tees off 
Thursday. Hataoka fired a career-low 61 in the opening 
round last year at Highland Meadows in Sylvania, Ohio, 
and won an event trimmed to 54 holes by bad weather. 

“This course is very challenging,” Hataoka said. 
“Fairways are narrow, greens are pretty small, so it’s really 
important to hit a good tee shot. I was able to do that last 
year. I think that’s the key.” Hataoka won her sixth career 
LPGA title in April at the Los Angeles Open and hopes the 
event’s move from the heat of July to the relative 
September cool will help her repeat bid. 

“The win in LA definitely gave me a boost of confi-
dence, especially on a very difficult golf course,” Hataoka 
said. “Recently I haven’t been in contention, but I feel like 
fall is my season. So I will try my best, and maybe two wins 
is a good number.” Spain’s Azahara Munoz and American 
Paula Creamer will make their returns to LPGA play after 

maternity breaks. Creamer gave birth to Hilton eight 
months ago while baby Lucas arrived to Munoz in 
February. 

“It has been amazing to be back,” Munoz said. “I was a 
bit nervous coming to the course on Monday actually. 
Feels like it has been forever. I’ve enjoyed being home so 
much.” Lucas has been a helpful new member of the team 
so far. “He’s incredible. He’s such a good little boy,” Munoz 
said. “He has the best temperament, so he literally never 
cries. He’s so easygoing. So it’s been super enjoyable.” 

A local teen hero in the field is 14-year-old Gianna 
Clemente, who played in last week’s LPGA Canadian Open 
and won the Monday qualifying event to play this week 
near her hometown of Warren, Ohio. “Super lucky for this 
opportunity,” Clemente said. “I probably should be going 
up to people, but I’m a little too nervous to do that. “I’m 
not as stressed out as I was before. I’m just going to go 
out there and have fun with dad on the bag again.” 

It wasn’t so many years ago that she was watching her 
rivals at this event while a fan walking with her dad outside 
the ropes. “It’s kind of crazy to me,” she said. “This is defi-
nitely a special one to play in so I’m really excited.” The 
field features this year’s five women’s golf major winners in 
Australia’s Minjee Lee, who withdrew due to illness last 
week; South Korean Chun In-gee, American Jennifer 
Kupcho, Canada’s Brooke Henderson and South African 
Ashleigh Buhai. —AFP

DUBAI: India’s Suryakumar Yadav plays a shot during the Asia Cup Twenty20 international cricket match between India 
and Hong Kong at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in Dubai on August 31, 2022.  —AFP

Nasa Hataoka of Japan

Smith’s jump to LIV,  
biggest blow yet in  
golf power struggle 

 
HONG KONG: Cameron Smith’s defection to the 
Saudi-funded LIV Golf circuit is the biggest blow yet 
to the US PGA and European Tours in a power strug-
gle threatening to rip the sport apart. Before the cap-
ture of the 29-year-old world number two on Tuesday, 
LIV Golf had been derided as a place for players past 
their prime to swell their pension funds. No longer. 
Australia’s Smith is enjoying the best year of his career 
and is one of the biggest draws in golf after winning 
the 150th Open Championship at St Andrews in July 
for his first major. 

The colorful Smith, who sports a mullet and mous-
tache, will make his LIV debut in Boston on Friday 
after reportedly banking more than $100 million to 
leap across the widening rift between the old and new 
forces in the sport. The new circuit has been accused 
of “sportswashing” Saudi Arabia’s human rights record, 
backed by the almost unlimited resources of the king-
dom’s sovereign wealth Public Investment Fund. 

Saudi Arabia has drawn major criticism over the 
murder and dismembering of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in its Istanbul consulate, and for cracking 
down on rights activists, many of whom have been 
jailed. Smith, who will now be kicked off the 
International team for September’s Presidents Cup, 
admitted to Australian Golf Digest that money was a 
motivator. 

“It was obviously a business decision for one and 
an offer I couldn’t ignore,” he said. Four-time major 
winner Rory McIlroy has been one of LIV’s fiercest 
critics and reportedly spoke to Smith to make sure that 
the Australian knew exactly what he was getting in to. 

“Any decision you make in your life purely for money 
usually doesn’t end up going the right way,” McIlroy 
said earlier this year. “I just don’t see the value in tar-
nishing a reputation for extra millions.” 

 
Norman coup 

The brainchild of Australian former world number 
one Greg Norman, the LIV Golf Invitational Series is 
gathering momentum after a stuttering start that only 
drew more attention to where the money was coming 
from. Norman drew scorn after dismissing the 2018 
murder of Khashoggi as a “mistake”. Amnesty 
International called the remarks “seriously misguided”. 

It is not only golf. Saudi Arabia has piled huge sums 
into hosting Formula One, world heavyweight champi-
onship boxing and buying Premier League Newcastle 
United, as it bids to use sport to improve the country’s 
image. Norman knows that he has now pulled off a 
major coup in snaring Smith along with the likes of 
19th-ranked upcoming talent Joaquin Niemann. 

“The best and the brightest continue to embrace 
the excitement and energy of LIV Golf and what we’re 
building,” Norman declared. Until now, multiple major 
winners Dustin Johnson, Phil Mickelson, Bryson 
DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka had been the most 
notable LIV signings, but all are battling poor form or 
fitness, or advancing years. Other well-known LIV 
recruits such as Lee Westwood, Ian Poulter and Sergio 
Garcia are past their best, but Smith is credible, with a 
game that can help LIV counter jibes that it is just an 
exhibition circuit. 

 
Who’s next after Smith?  

The US PGA Tour has been quick to ban players 
who jump ship. But it has been slow to counter LIV’s 
megabucks and innovative 54-hole shotgun start for-
mat, where a day’s play is condensed into a TV-
friendly four-hour window. After an elite players-only 
meeting last week hosted by Tiger Woods and 
McIlroy, the tour announced new events featuring all 
its top players for $20 million purses, bigger than any 

of this year’s majors.  
It wasn’t enough to sway Smith or any of the five 

other new LIV recruits announced this week, also 
including India’s number one Anirban Lahiri and 
another Australian, Marc Leishman. There could be 
more to come after the Presidents Cup, with the 2021 
Masters winner Hideki Matsuyama and Japan’s massive 
golf market a prime target. —AFP 

Foster urges fearless  
All Blacks display to  
avenge Pumas loss 

 
HAMILTON: All Blacks coach Ian Foster said 
Thursday that New Zealand will need to play without 
fear against Argentina in Hamilton on Saturday to 
avenge their shock defeat last weekend and prevent the 
humiliation of losing a fourth successive home Test. The 
under-fire Foster surprised critics by naming the same 
starting players who lost 25-18 in Christchurch as the 
Pumas made history with their first victory over the All 
Blacks in New Zealand. 

Argentina coach Michael Cheika made four changes to 
his side, who he still labeled as “underdogs”, despite suc-
cessive victories over Australia and New Zealand that took 

them top of the Rugby Championship table. “For those 
that want blood, I guess we haven’t given it have we?” 
Foster said, explaining he doesn’t want his players to feel 
their places are constantly under threat after a four defeats 
in six Tests in 2022, including a home series loss to Ireland. 

“If you play under fear, you restrict your options, you 
restrict your thinking and what actually happens is you 
don’t get your game going,” Foster said. “We believe the 
best way to build confidence in those pressure moments 
is put the guys out there who have just been through it, 
have felt it.” Foster has overhauled his bench, recalling 
298 caps worth of experience through hooker Dane 
Coles, lock Brodie Retallick, flanker Dalton Papali’i and 
fly-half Beauden Barrett. 

Cheika dropped his lone Christchurch try-scorer, 
flanker Juan Martin Gonzalez, to the bench along with 
lock Matias Alemanno, wing Lucio Cinti and scrum-half 
Gonzalo Bertranou. Forwards Santiago Grondona and 
Matias Alemanno are recalled, along with experienced 
back Tomas Cubelli and Santiago Cordero. 

Cheika laughed off suggestions that the Pumas 
would start as favorites, with last week’s historic result 
following a 48-17 dismantling of Australia in San Juan. 
“Mate, we’re in New Zealand, playing against New 
Zealand,” he told reporters. “I know that you guys like 
to manoeuvre the story around, but we’re about as 
underdog as you get. You win once, and then no one 
expects you to win again.” “There’s absolutely no ben-
efit for any of us to think about anything like that,” 
though he conceded that Ireland’s successive wins in 
July “gives us some hope”. 

Foster said New Zealand’s command of possession 
and territory, primarily off the dominance of their 
scrum, had made the historic defeat all the more diffi-
cult to accept. In front after 50 minutes, Foster said his 
side repeatedly ran into Argentina’s wall of defenders 
with a lack of attacking variety. “It’s an area where I 
think great All Blacks teams have always been great - 
in that last 15 minutes - backing themselves and doing 
the right thing,” he said. —AFP 

ATLANTA: Cameron Smith of Australia putts on the eighth 
green during the third round of the TOUR Championship at 
East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta, Georgia.  —AFP


