
Friday, September 2, 2022

15
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

Chelsea’s German coach Thomas Tuchel

LONDON: The cost of living crisis in England has 
passed Premier League clubs by with the all-time 
record for an entire season, £1.86 billion ($2.15 billion) 
from 2017-18, under threat of being broken come the 
closing of the transfer window later on Thursday. 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s 37-year-old legs and sky-high 
wages have deterred Europe’s aristocracy from sign-
ing him from Manchester United and granting his wish 
for Champions League football. 

However, in contrast United and their domestic rivals 
have found no outlandish fee or wage demands beyond 
them. As of last Thursday, gross spending by the 20 
Premier League teams stood at £1.5 billion, surpassing 
the 2017 record of £1.43 billion spent by English clubs 
in the close-season window. It was also more than the 
£1.44 billion spent in the whole of last season. 

Manchester United helped reduce the gap further 
early on Thursday as Erik ten Hag was reunited with 
another of his former Ajax proteges, Antony. The 22-
year-old was prised away for a reported 95 million 
euros, making the Brazilian forward the fourth most 
expensive player in Premier League history. “This is 
an incredible moment in my career to be joining one 
of the most iconic clubs in the world,” Antony said in a 
statement on United’s website. 

His fee is a record for an Eredivisie player, demot-
ing former Ajax team-mate Frenkie de Jong’s 86-mil-
lion-euro move to Barcelona to second. Ironically, 
United have pursued the latter throughout the close 
season without success. Antony is likely to be United’s 
last big money signing of this window, with a reported 
£60 million for 30-year-old Brazilian midfielder 
Casemiro their other eye-catching capture. “As a 
manager you always want more,” said Ten Hag. “You 
always want to maximize but at a certain point you 
also have to be satisfied with what is there.” 

 
‘Best for the club’ 

His spending pales into insignificance compared to 
that of Chelsea, whose indifferent start to the cam-
paign mirrors that of United’s. Thomas Tuchel has out-
laid around £250 million of the American owners’ 
money, receiving similar backing to that of former 
owner Roman Abramovich in the transfer market. 

Having finally got French defender Wesley Fofana 
for a reported £70 million on Wednesday, Tuchel is 
still keen to sign veteran Gabonese striker Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang from Barcelona. The 33-year-
old would cost around £7.5 million with Chelsea 
defender Marcos Alonso also part of the package. 
This despite Aubameyang being sidelined for several 
weeks after having his jaw broken in a break-in at his 
house earlier this week. There are also rumors that 
Tuchel is keen to denude Ajax of another star, Edson 
Alvarez, who would be considerably more expensive 
than Aubameyang. 

Liverpool have been relatively parsimonious in the 
transfer market, but Jurgen Klopp is known to want a 
midfielder-even more so with Jordan Henderson going 
off injured in the 2-1 win over Newcastle on 
Wednesday. Klopp is a known admirer of Aston Villa’s 

Brazilian midfielder Douglas Luiz, who has a year left 
on his contract. Villa could do with him as they have 
made a poor start to the season-they are second from 
bottom after five matches-but their manager and for-
mer Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard admits the mat-
ter is out of his hands. 

“There’s more than two people that are in control 
of that but I’m certainly not one of them,” said 
Gerrard. “That will be Douglas, that will be his agent 
and that will be what happens around that. “We are 
not in a position where we need to lose top players. 
“But at the same time, Douglas has got a year to go 
and it is really one of those really touchy situations 
where the club has to do what is best for the club, not 
necessarily what is best for me.” Liverpool are also 
trying to bring in Brazilian midfielder Arthur Melo on 
loan from Juventus. —AFP

EPL eye all-time transfer record  
despite cost of living crisis in UK

Gross spending by 20 Premier League teams stands at £1.5 billion
     News in brief

Leicester sign defender Faes  
 
LONDON: Leicester moved quickly to replace 
Chelsea-bound defender Wesley Fofana by 
signing Wout Faes from Ligue 1 side Reims on 
Thursday, their first major acquisition of the 
summer just hours before the transfer window 
closes. The 24-year-old Belgian international 
signed a five-year contract for an undisclosed 
fee, although it will be significantly less than the 
reported £70 million ($81 million) Chelsea paid 
for Fofana on Wednesday. Faes joins fellow for-
mer Anderlecht youth academy product Youri 
Tielemans at the club. “It’s an amazing feeling 
(to be here); it’s not sunk in yet,” Faes told 
LCFC TV. “This is the dream step in my career 
and I’m very happy to be here. “I’m progressing 
year after year, and I hope to continue doing 
the same here. “All the facilities and knowledge 
is here to help me to get even better. “I will 
have to work hard, but I will give 100 per cent 
to help the team.” 
 
 

Man City bolster defense  
 
LONDON: Manchester City strengthened 
their injury-hit defense on Thursday by signing 
Swiss international Manuel Akanji on a five-
year deal from Borussia Dortmund. Akanji will 
provide the Premier League champions with 
extra defensive depth after recent injuries to 
centre-backs Aymeric Laporte and Nathan Ake. 
“I am delighted to be here, and can’t wait to get 
started,” Akanji, who cost City a reported £17 
million ($19.7 million) told the club’s website. 
“City have been one of the best teams in 
Europe over the last few seasons. They are bril-
liant to watch, play an exciting brand of football 
and compete for trophies year in, year out, so 
coming here feels like the perfect next step in 
my career.” The 27-year-old spent four-and-a-
half seasons with Dortmund after joining from 
Basel in 2018. Akanji is City’s fifth summer sign-
ing after former Dortmund team-mate Erling 
Haaland, Kalvin Phillips, Sergio Gomez and 
Stefan Ortega Moreno. 
 
 

Balotelli joins Swiss club  
 
PARIS: Mario Balotelli signed a two-year 
contract Wednesday with Swiss side Sion, the 
11th club of the mercurial Italian striker’s 
career. “FC Sion is delighted about the arrival 
of a world-class forward,” the club said in a 
statement. Balotelli, 32, has scored 14 goals in 
36 appearances for Italy but won his last cap 
in September 2018. He played at Euro 2012 
and the 2014 World Cup. The former 
Manchester City and Liverpool  forward 
arrives after a season in Turkey’s top flight 
with Adana Demirspor. He bagged 18 goals in 
31 league games last term but then fell out 
with the coach. Balotelli previously played for 
both Milan clubs, winning three league titles 
with Inter, but disciplinary problems have 
dogged much of his career. Sion will become 
Balotelli’s fifth club since January 2019, when 
he attempted to relaunch his career with 
Marseille after two successful seasons at Nice. 
He has also had spells at Brescia and Monza in 
that time. —From AFP

Cristiano Ronaldo

Bayern dispatch  
third-tier German  
Cup opponents 

 
BERLIN: Sadio Mane was one of five different 
goalscorers as Bayern Munich qualified for the next 
round of the German Cup with a 5-0 win away at 
Viktoria Cologne on Wednesday. “You want to see 
these players stand out,” said Bayern coach Julian 
Nagelsmann said after the win, lauding the star 
quality in his squad. “I’m not a fan of the first round 
of the cup, because as favorite you’ve got every-
thing to lose.” 

Mane’s goal, scored in the 53rd minute, was his 
fifth in six games this season since his summer arrival 
from Premier League side Liverpool. Former Arsenal 
forward Serge Gnabry held up the ball, drawing in 
Cologne goalkeeper Ben Voll to find Mane unmarked 
in front of goal. Two further summer arrivals in Ryan 
Gravenberch and 17-year-old starlet Mathys Tel both 
scored first-half goals, breaking down a stubborn but 
outgunned Cologne defence. 

Teenager Jamal Musiala scored his side’s fourth in 
the 67th minute just four minutes after replacing 
Mane from the bench, controlling a pass from Thomas 
Mueller from the penalty spot. Bayern added a fifth 
through Germany midfielder Leon Goretzka, playing 
his first game of the season after returning from a 
knee injury. This was only the second ever meeting 
between these two clubs, with the previous encounter 
in 1979-80 ending in a 3-1 win for the Bavarians. 

Viktoria manager Olaf Janssen praised his team’s 

effort against one of Europe’s most in-form teams. “I 
knew how brutal it could be for a third-division side 
to play against Bayern in this type of form,” Janssen 
said. “We defended everything we could and we can 
be incredibly proud of ourselves.” Bayern, who meet 
Union Berlin in a top-of-the-table Bundesliga clash 
on Sunday, have now scored 26 goals in six matches 
since the departure of striker Robert Lewandowski. 

Bayern have twice been eliminated in the early 

rounds from the German Cup over the past two sea-
sons. In the 2020-21 campaign the Bavarians lost on 
penalties to second-division Holstein Kiel in the sec-
ond round of the Cup, while in the 2021-22 season the 
20-time winners were ousted 5-0 at the hands of 
Borussia Moenchengladbach. On Tuesday, current 
German Cup holders RB Leipzig thrashed fourth-divi-
sion side Teutonia Ottensen 8-0 thanks to a hat-trick 
from former Chelsea striker Timo Werner. —AFP

Chelsea’s boss fined  
for referee criticism 

 
LONDON: Thomas Tuchel was fined £20,000 
($23,000) and warned about his future behaviour on 
Wednesday after the Chelsea manager suggested refer-
ee Anthony Taylor should not be allowed to take charge 
of the club’s matches. Tuchel admitted a Football 
Association charge of improper conduct following his 
comments about Taylor after Chelsea’s stormy 2-2 draw 
with Tottenham in the Premier League in August. 

“An independent regulatory commission has ordered 
Chelsea’s Thomas Tuchel to be fined £20,000 and 

warned about his future conduct for breaching FA Rule 
E3.1 during a post-match press conference on Sunday, 
August 14 2022,” an FA statement said. “The manager 
admitted that his comments after their Premier League 
match against Tottenham constitute improper conduct 
as they imply bias, question the integrity of the match 
referee, and bring the game into disrepute.” 

Tuchel was furious after two key decisions by Taylor 
went against Chelsea and led to Tottenham goals in the 
London derby. Taylor failed to award a free-kick for a 
foul on Chelsea forward Kai Havertz in the build-up to 
Tottenham’s first equaliser by Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg, 
whose shot was allowed to stand despite a strong case 
for offside against Richarlison. 

Harry Kane’s stoppage-time equalizer for the visitors 

came after Tottenham defender Cristian Romero had 
avoided punishment for pulling Chelsea’s Marc Cucurella 
to the ground by his hair despite a VAR check. Tuchel 
and Tottenham boss Antonio Conte were both sent off 
after the final whistle following a pair of touchline clash-
es, with the German given a one-game ban. 

Asked if Taylor should not referee the Blues again, 
Tuchel said: “Maybe it would be better, maybe it would 
be better. “I don’t think that just some of the fans think 
that; I can assure you that the whole dressing room of 
us, every person thinks that. “Not only the fans. You 
know the players, they know what’s going on when they 
are on the pitch. They know it.” VAR official Mike Dean 
later admitted he should have asked Taylor to review 
the Romero-Cucurella incident. —AFP

COLOGNE: Bayern Munich’s German forward Thomas Mueller (center) and Viktoria Koeln’s German midfielder Moritz Fritz 
vie for the ball during the German Cup (DFB Pokal) first round football match FC Viktoria Koeln v FC Bayern Munich on 
August 31, 2022.  —AFP

 
 
 

I, MOHAMMAD holder of 
Indian Passport No. T8766760 
change my new name MARRI-
PATI RAJENDRA REDDY and 
my Wife name ASHA 
MOHMMED change new name 
MARRIPATI RAJESWARI.  

(C# 2401) — 02-09-2022. 
 
I, MUFADDAL LIMDIWALA 
currently holder of Indian pass-
port No. T8280260 issued in 
Kuwait on 26-11-2019 and 
expiry on 25-11-2024, I want to 
change my name to MUFAD-
DAL ISMAIL LIMDIWALA. 
(#2049-31/8-2/9/22)  

I Hatim Shabbir Bhai holder of 
Passport No. V6128276 have 
Changed my name to Hatim 
Shabbir Hamid Address: 33 
Chandan Gardens NIBM Road 
Undri Kondhwa Pune 
Pune-411048 affidavit dated 4 
Aug 2022 Notary Jagannath 
Gopinath Ghuge 
(C# 2048-30/8-1/9/22)

C l a s s i f i e d s
CHANGE OF NAME

For labor-related  inquiries and  
complaints: Call MSALHOTLINE 128 

Automated enquiry about  

the CivilID card is 1889988

Sabah Hospital                                   24812000 
Amiri Hospital                                      22450005 
Maternity Hospital                               24843100 
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                  25312700 
Chest Hospital                                    24849400 
Farwaniya Hospital                             24892010 
Adan Hospital                                     23940620 
Ibn Sina Hospital                                 24840300 
Al-Razi Hospital                                  24846000 
Physiotherapy Hospital                    24874330/9  

 Clinics 
 
Kaizen center                                      25716707 
Rawda                                                 22517733 
Adaliya                                                22517144 
Khaldiya                                              24848075 
Kaifan                                                  24849807 
Shamiya                                              24848913 
Shuwaikh                                            24814507 
Abdullah Salem                                   22549134 

Hospitals & Clinics


