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Man City crush Forest 6-0 as 
Liverpool gather momentum

Record-breaking Haaland hits City treble, Arsenal stay perfect

LONDON: Erling Haaland hit a second successive 
hat-trick as Manchester City crushed Nottingham 
Forest 6-0, while leaders Arsenal extended their 
perfect start to the Premier League season with a 2-
1 win against Aston Villa on Wednesday. City and 
Arsenal have set the early pace, but Liverpool are 
gathering momentum after snatching a last-gasp 2-1 
victory against Newcastle. 

Haaland has made a blistering start since his £50 
million ($58 million) move from Borussia Dortmund 
in the close-season and the Norway striker’s latest 
goal spree set a Premier League record. Haaland’s 
tally of nine goals after his first five appearances is a 
new high in the Premier League era, beating the pre-
vious mark of eight set by City great Sergio Aguero 
and Micky Quinn. 

Inspired by Haaland’s first-half treble, Pep 
Guardiola’s unbeaten side ran riot at the Etihad 
Stadium, reaching 19 goals from just five games. “I 
know he’s happy scoring goals, but I think what he 
wants is to win. The records are OK, but I’m pretty 
sure he would not like it if we did not win,” 

Guardiola said of Haaland. “He is a special talent. He 
smells the box like no one else, his first touch of the 
game is a goal. That’s Erling.” City went ahead in the 
12th minute when Phil Foden’s cross reached 
Haaland, who poked home from close range. 

Haaland, whose father Alfie played for Forest 
between 1993 and 1997, struck again from close 
range in the 23rd minute and sealed his treble eight 
minutes later with a header from virtually on the 
goal-line. Even with Kevin De Bruyne starting on the 
bench, the champions were unstoppable and Joao 
Cancelo curled into the top corner from 20 yards in 
the 50th minute. Argentine forward Julian Alvarez 
celebrated his first Premier League start following 
his move from River Plate with a brace to seal City’s 
biggest win since a 7-0 rout of Leeds in December. 

 
Perfect Arsenal 

City are two points behind Arsenal after Mikel 
Arteta’s side once again showed a tenacity so often 
missing from Gunners teams in recent seasons. 
Arsenal struck in the 30th minute thanks to a gift 

from their former keeper Emiliano Martinez, who 
pushed a tame Gabriel Martinelli cross straight to 
Gabriel Jesus for a simple finish. 

Second-bottom Villa were level when Douglas 
Luiz’s corner flew straight past Arsenal keeper 
Aaron Ramsdale in the 74th minute despite the 
hosts’ appeal for a foul. But Arsenal, who came from 
behind to beat Fulham on Saturday, responded 
impressively as Martinelli restored their lead three 
minutes later from Bukayo Saka’s cross. “The first 
half was probably one of the best we have played, 
then we conceded a goal and it’s game on. But the 
team again reacted incredibly well,” Arteta said. 

Villa boss Steven Gerrard, jeered off after losing 
at home to West Ham on Sunday, will come under 
renewed pressure following his side’s fourth defeat 
in five games this season. Asked if he worried 
about his future, Gerrard said: “Of course I do. I 
am really honest and critical of myself.” At Anfield, 
Liverpool left it late to secure a second win this 
season as Fabio Carvalho’s 98th-minute goal saw 
off Newcastle. 

Away striker Alexander Isak rocked Liverpool in 
the 38th minute of his debut following his £60 million 
move from Real Sociedad, netting with a composed 
finish from Sean Longstaff’s pass. But, building on the 
momentum from Saturday’s 9-0 rout of Bournemouth 
- which equaled the record for the Premier League’s 
biggest win - Liverpool equalised when Roberto 
Firmino slotted in Mohamed Salah’s 61st-minute 
pass. And, well past the original five minutes of stop-
page time, Carvalho - a day after his 20th birthday - 
fired home to spark wild celebrations. 

“The perfect moment to win because it was a 
difficult game. What a wonderful goal from the 
birthday kid. It’s massive. We will remember it for 
years,” Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp said. Third-
placed Tottenham had to settle for a 1-1 draw at 
West Ham, with an own goal from Hammers 
defender Thilo Kehrer cancelled out by Tomas 
Soucek’s leveller. Managerless Bournemouth drew 
0-0 with Wolves at Dean Court in their first game 
following Scott Parker’s sacking after the humilia-
tion at Liverpool. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (right) shoots to score the opening goal of the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and Nottingham Forest on August 31, 2022. — AFP 

PARIS: Goals from Neymar and Kylian 
Mbappe helped Paris Saint-Germain stay 
top of the Ligue 1 table with a 3-0 victory 
at Toulouse on Wednesday. Christophe 
Galtier’s reigning champions were never 
seriously threatened by their newly-pro-
moted opponents and remain above Lens 
and Marseille on goal difference. 

The fearsome front three of Lionel 
Messi, Neymar and Mbappe have now 
scored 18 times between them already this 
term. “‘MMN’? We can only be satisfied 
with their performances,” said PSG coach 
Galtier. Toulouse frustrated PSG early in 
the game, with goalkeeper Maxime Dupe 
making two smart stops from Mbappe and 
tipping a Messi shot wide. But the away 
side did take the lead in the 37th minute, as 
Neymar raced onto Messi’s through ball 
and slotted into the bottom corner. 

The Brazilian’s ninth goal of the season 
was initially ruled out for offside, but that 
decision was overturned after a lengthy 
VAR review. PSG did not take long to 
score again after half-time, as Messi broke 
clear into the area before laying the ball 
off for Mbappe to slot home through the 
legs of Dupe. The capital side eased off 
later in the second half, with Neymar and 

Messi both substituted. Summer signing 
Hugo Ekitike almost grabbed his first goal 
for the club, but was denied by Dupe, who 
finished the match with 10 saves. 

But he was beaten again in the 90th 
minute when Juan Bernat powered a left-
footed strike high into the top corner. 
Lens, who also have 13 points from five 
games, continued their fine start with a 5-2 
home thrashing of Lorient to move into 
second place above Marseille on goals 
scored. Florian Sotoca scored his first 
goals since an opening weekend hat-trick 
against Brest with a double, while Wesley 
Said, Salis Abdul Samed and Lois Openda 
also found the net. 

Marseille remained level on points with 
the top two as Senegalese midfielder Pape 
Gueye netted the only goal in a 1-0 win 
over Clermont. They could have stayed in 
second spot, but Alexis Sanchez missed a 
late penalty. Nice finally claimed their first 
victory of the campaign as Nicolas Pepe 
scored a match-winning penalty on his 
second appearance since joining on loan 
from Arsenal. 

 
Monaco beaten again  

Earlier Wednesday, Monaco slumped to 
a surprise 4-2 home defeat against Troyes. 
Philippe Clement’s Monaco have only 
mustered five points from five matches so 
far this term after last weekend’s impres-
sive draw at PSG proved to be a false 
dawn. Guillermo Maripan put Monaco 
ahead early on before Troyes hit back 
through Florian Tardieu’s 22nd-minute 

penalty. Maripan was sent off for a second 
yellow card shortly before half-time to 
leave Monaco playing with only 10 men for 
the third time in four league outings. 
Teenage forward Wilson Odobert gave the 
visitors the advantage in first-half stop-
page time - the 17-year-old scoring his 
first Ligue 1 goal after joining the club 
from PSG last month. — AFP 

French Ligue 1 table 

Paris SG          5 4 1 0 21 4 13 
Lens                5 4 1 0 14 6 13 
Marseille        5 4 1 0 11 3 13 
Lyon               4 3 1 0 9 4 10 
Montpellier    5 3 0 2 15 9 9 
Rennes            5 2 1 2 7 6 7 
Lorient            4 2 1 1 7 8 7 
Lille                 5 2 1 2 10 12 7 
Auxerre          5 2 1 2 7 9 7 
Nantes            5 1 3 1 6 5 6 
Troyes            5 2 0 3 10 13 6 
Clermont        5 2 0 3 6 10 6 
Toulouse        5 1 2 2 7 9 5 
Reims              5 1 2 2 9 12 5 
Nice                5 1 2 2 4 7 5 
Monaco          5 1 2 2 7 11 5 
Brest               5 1 1 3 7 15 4 
Strasbourg     5 0 3 2 4 6 3 
Angers            5 0 2 3 6 12 2 
Ajaccio           5 0 1 4 3 9 1

French Ligue 1 table after Wednesday’s match-
es (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points):

Neymar, Mbappe  
score as PSG see  
off Toulouse 

DOHA: The Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) has launched 
the Qatar Media Portal, a new digital 
platform that will give media and 
broadcasters attending the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 access to a wide range 
of resources compiled by the Host 
Country to help them operate at this 
year’s tournament. The new website - 
media.qatar2022.qa - will host and 
deliver exclusive Host Country content 
and facilitate a range of services for 
those attending this year’s tournament, 
including interview requests with SC 
and government spokespeople, studio 
bookings and media tours.  

The portal will provide a one-stop 
shop for Hayya entry permits and film-
ing/photography permits for all media 
and broadcast representatives attend-
ing the tournament (both Host Country-
Accredited Media and FIFA-Accredited 
Media and FIFA MRLs and NRHs). Host 
Country media accreditation for non-
FIFA Accredited Media is also available 
on the portal, as well as facilitation of 
hand-carry equipment clearance pro-
cedures (excluding drones). 

Registered users will also be granted 
access to Qatar’s Host Country video 
and photography archive, making it an 

ideal content resource for media and 
broadcast representatives attending the 
tournament in Qatar, as well as for those 
who do not travel but still wish to cover 
the tournament remotely. 

Fatma Al-Nuaimi, Communications 
& Media Executive Director, SC, said: 
“The Qatar Media Portal will provide a 
valuable resource for media, broadcast-
ers and digital influencers from around 
the world as they cover the first FIFA 
World Cup in our region. We look for-
ward to welcoming thousands of media 
professionals, broadcasters and content 
creators to Qatar for the tournament as 
we showcase the very best our country 
has to offer.”  

Thousands of media and broadcast 
representatives are expected to attend 
Qatar 2022 - with a significant number 
set to be accredited by the Host 
Country. Alongside FIFA-Accredited 
Media and FIFA MRLs and NRHs, Host 
Country-Accredited Media will have 
the opportunity to focus on the social 
and cultural context of the tournament, 
local news and events, and development 
aspirations, including those related to 
the legacy of the FIFA World Cup 2022. 

While Host Country-Accredited 
Media will not have access to official 
tournament-specific sites, such as FIFA 
World Cup stadiums, training sites, the 
Main Media Centre and International 
Broadcast Centre, they will have access 
to high-quality media facilities, includ-
ing the Host Country Media Centre in 
Msheireb Downtown Doha and central-
ly-located broadcast studios.  

Qatar launches 
media portal 
for World Cup


