
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior 
has announced that the undersecre-
tary, Anwar Al-Barjas, has conducted a 
supervision of the work process in the 
special forces department. The inspec-
tion aims to make sure that all prepa-
rations are in place to provide security 
to the nation. Meanwhile, Al-Barjas 
has also sent his regards to the acting 
minister, Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled after 

his instructions were given, regarding 
the mission of the special forces. He 
also inspected the education and on 
field programs to check their effec-
tiveness, in the event of any emergen-
cies. Al-Barjas expressed his admira-
tion for the team’s insistence on work 
excellence, stressing that, continuous 
training is at the core of improving the 
capabilities of the special forces. 
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Malicious exploitation

The consumer is the citizen and resident, 
and the harm they endure due to 
exploitation contradicts the country’s val-

ues, the values that aim to provide security for 
all. Law 39 of 2014 was issued to protect the 
consumer. It called for forming a national com-
mittee for consumer protection. The committee 
has 12 members from various sectors, and aims 
to develop the principle of consumer protection 
in Kuwait. So I hope this important entity listens 
to consumers to resolve their most important 
hardships in this regard. 

Most citizens and residents want to reactivate 
article 3 of the law which calls for study of sug-
gestions and recommendations the committee 
receives with regards to consumer protection. I 
hope my suggestion reaches the esteemed com-
mittee members, as consumer exploitation has 
gone past the limits of commercial cheating and 
exaggerated prices. Yes, consumer exploitation 
went beyond the traditional pattern, and we are 
in need of expanding the principle of consumer 
protection. 

Those who follow citizens’ complaints find 
exploitation by handymen has become more 
harmful - more than commercial cheating and 
exaggerated prices. The consumer today suffers 
from the labor market in Kuwait, and their pro-
tection has become of extreme importance, and 
there should be moves towards it. The citizen is 
facing heinous exploitation from laborers who 
cheat, without having the necessary experience 
and knowledge of the job. In short, the market-
place in Kuwait today is the job of those who do 
not have one! 

The solution will not be by punishing these 
workers, as they are many and have a thousand 
means to return to the market. The ideal solution 
is for the consumer protection committee to 
establish a small center in each area that has a 
lecture hall and a store for industrial equipment. 
The lectures hall should be for simple courses 
for citizens to repair electronics, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, etc. As for the industrial 
equipment store, it should allow the citizen to 
rent what they need in equipment to use in their 
homes at nominal charges. 

This suggestion is not a novelty, as it is prac-
ticed in most civilized countries, where a worker 
does not enter houses to replace a faucet or a 
power fuse. No, such handymen do not enter 
homes, who shortly before was a grocery store 
worker before deciding to become a craftsman. 
But here, we are a trial station for every failed 
laborer who uses us to learn and steal our mon-
ey in exchange of damaging, not repairing. 

Consumer protection must expand its duties 
and increase its authority, as the usual commer-
cial exploitation can be handled by refraining 
from buying or using alternatives, but exploita-
tion by handymen is dangerous, because it has 
to do with citizens’ needs. Awareness, training 
and facilitating access to industrial tools is the 
ideal solution to fight exploitation by craftsmen.

KUWAIT: During their weekly meeting at Al-Seif 
Palace and under the chairmanship of His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, the Cabinet reviewed the recommenda-
tions of the ministerial committee on mega develop-
ment projects and the financial affairs.  

The committee, chaired by Sheikh Talal Khaled 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defense and Acting Minister of Interior 
raised suggestions, to remove the obstacles facing 
the implementation of mega projects. The Cabinet 
members also reviewed the recommendations of the 

committee on economic affairs, chaired by Al-Fares 
and looked at the proposals put forth by the 
Minister of Finance and the Minister of State for 
Economic and Investment Affairs Abdul-Wahab Al-
Rushaid, on putting a cap on spending in the 
upcoming three fiscal years. In the meeting, Al-
Rushaid was asked to adopt adequate measures to 
limit spending and set the necessary guidelines and 
regulations for the government agencies to be in 
alignment with the state budget. The Minister was 
also tasked with the issuance of circulations regulat-
ing the budget appropriations in accordance to the 
provisions of Act 31 (1978) and the budgetary and 
auditing rules. 

The Cabinet also discussed some suggestions 
pitched by a public services committee, comprising 
of various state bodies, planned initiatives aimed at 
enhancing Kuwait’s food security and also referred 
the matter to the country’s Government Performance 
Follow-Up Agency. The agency will also be tasked 
with compiling a special report on these initiatives, 
which includes forming designated storage facilities 
to boost food security - a comprehensive plan that 
requires further coordination among state organiza-
tions. Finance Minister Abdul-Wahab Al-Rushaid 
then briefed the Cabinet on the existential financial 
challenges facing Kuwait, all of which require 
reforms to usher in financial stability, he underlined, 
even as his ministry’s efforts to address the matter 
were praised by the Cabinet. The talks then turned 
to current happenings around the world, mainly a 
recent spate of terrorist attacks in a number of 
countries, including a deadly attack targeting a food 
convoy in Somalia and a bomb blast that ripped 
through a mosque in western Afghanistan, both of 
which left scores of people dead or injured. The 
Cabinet strongly condemned these incidents, in 
addition to the recent assassination attempt on 
Argentina’s Vice President Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner, adding that Kuwait backed global efforts 
to root out terrorism. — KUNA 

Kuwait Cabinet reviews  
mega projects’ progress

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.  

KUWAIT: Cabinet session in progress. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Ministers during the Cabinet session. 

Amir’s envoy hands letter to Qatar Amir

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s envoy, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, on 
Monday handed a letter from HH the Deputy Amir 

and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah to Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, including the regards and greetings of HH 
the Amir to Sheikh Tamim, wishing him a long healthy 

life and more development for Qatar. The letter also 
dealt with bilateral ties and means of boosting coop-
eration on all levels, as well as the recent regional and 
international developments. —  KUNA 

The image with the story titled ‘Unofficial rental terms dictate market: Al-
Ghanem’ on Page 3 of Kuwait Times’ Sept 5, 2022 edition was only used for 
illustrative purposes. We apologize for any inconvenience caused.  

MoI undersecretary 
inspects special forces

KUWAIT: Kuwait lauded a decision 
by the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its 
allies to revert to regular production 
levels starting this October, after an 
output hike of 100,000 barrels per 
day for September.  

“The decision was made based on 
a consensus among OPEC member 
states to ensure the security of sup-
plies and maintain the balance of the 
g lobal  o i l  market ,”  sa id  Dr. 
Mohammad Al-Fares, Kuwaiti Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Oil. He 

added that Kuwait’s output quota for 
September will be 2.811m bpd, which 
is  in  l ine  with  a  “comprehensive 
vision based on an accurate under-
standing of the needs of oil markets 
and the volume of supplies.” Al-Fares 
went on to underline Kuwait’s back-
ing of all OPEC efforts aiming to pro-
tect the “stability of the market from 
recent fluctuations,” saying “he was 
confident in the organization’s flexi-
bi l i ty” to deal  with var ious chal-
lenges, chiefly, restoring balance to 
the oil market. — KUNA

Kuwait hails OPEC+ decision 
to revert to output quotas 

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil Dr. Mohammad Al-Fares with members of Kuwait’s 
OPEC team.  — KUNA


