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    News in brief

Health Minister visits  
Farwaniya Hospital 
 
KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr. Khaled Al-Saeed made 
a visit to Farwaniya Hospital accompanied by the 
Undersecretary Dr. Mustafa Redha, Director of 
Farwaniya Health Zone, Dr. Mohammad Al-Rashidi and 
Farwaniya Hospital Director Dr. Ali Al-Mutairi. On his 
visit, the minister discussed plans with the hospital 
administration, to move to the new hospital, with 
preparations already underway to move some depart-
ments and wards. Al-Saeed’s visit also included a stop 
at the emergency and trauma department where he 
enquired about the waiting time for patients to receive 
service and was told that stable patients did not have 
to wait for more than 15 minutes. He also checked the 
mechanisms in place for providing prompt care for 
patients, whose lives are in danger and spoke with the 
hospital staff about the obstacles they faced and the 
means for overcoming them, as he commended their 
efforts as well as that of the hospital administration. 
 
 
KAF open water 
competition kicks off 
 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Army club commenced its 
second open water competition, under the sponsor-
ship of Lieutenant General Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah, 
Head of the Kuwait Armed Forces and the organiza-
tion of the Athletic Military Union, conducted as part 
of the athletic summer activities of the military. 
Major General Fahad Al-Turaiji, Head of the educa-
tional panel at the military, expressed his apprecia-
tion of the leadership for their support of all the mili-
tary athletes. He also encouraged the participants to 
have a positive spirit, a healthy spirit of competition 
and sport good athletic morals in order to be a posi-
tive influence on their fellowmen at the Kuwait 
Armed Forces. 
 
 
KFF launches drug 
awareness campaign 
 
KUWAIT: Under the sponsorship of the head of the 
Kuwait Fire Force (KFF), Khaled Al-Makrad, the 
health department organized a lecture titled, ‘the neg-
ative effects of drugs’, conducted by the Head of the 
Rehab Center, Dr Adel Al-Zaidin, West Mishref. The 
lecture, which was attended by a number of leaders in 
the KFF, aims to support those impacted by the nega-
tive effects of addiction, through a series of awareness 
campaigns and activities through the year. The use of 
media outlets such as social media sites, were high-
lighted to raise awareness about the dangers of drugs, 
especially after the Ministry of Justice announced, a 
31 percent increase in drug related crimes in 2021, 
reaching a total of around 6,300 cases. 
 
 
Prosecution transfers  
election accused 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution has transferred 
112 accused persons for conducting illegal elections 
to be tried in court on Sept 15. Sources revealed 
that there were six other persons accused of elec-
toral fraud who are detained by the prosecution, 
while the rest have been released on bail.  “The inte-
rior ministry has raided a Diwaniya in Qairawan, 
which was hosting an illegal election related to the 
Bani Ghanim tribe and has confiscated an election 
box, election votes and participators and has sent 
them to the public prosecution, which has conclud-
ed its decision that the election was indeed illegal 
and is a crime punishable by law,” the source added. 
 
 
Ministry of Commerce  
confiscates fake goods 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
fined a store in Salmiya, for selling counterfeit 
clothes carrying fake logos. The ministry also closed 
down two companies for facilitating the smuggling 
of subsidized products with the action taken in 
cooperation with the customs department. 
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
also closed down a store for the illegal sale of cos-
metics and contact lenses. Investigators found and 
confiscated expired cosmetic products that did not 
have the country of origin, as labels were changed 
by the store to deceive consumers.

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Workers clean the windows of a high-rise building in Kuwait City. —Photo by Yasser Al Zayyat

KUWAIT: Dr  Khaled Al-Saeed at Farwaniya Hospital.

By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Dr Khalid Al-Saleh, Chairman of the 
Board and Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
Cancer Aware Nation (CAN), announced a month-
long breast cancer awareness campaign in October 
to mark International Breast Cancer Awareness Day 
on Oct 21. Speaking on the prevalence of breast 
cancer in Kuwait, Saleh said the disease is more 
common among women in the country. 

It is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in 
women with an estimated 2.1 million new cases 
being diagnosed each year and representing 24.2 
percent of all cancer diagnoses among women. 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center registered a total of 
602 breast cancer cases in 2017 among - 37.1 per-
cent among Kuwaiti women and 40.2 percent 
among non-Kuwaitis.   

Meanwhile, CAN board member Dr Hussa Majid 
Al-Shaheen, who heads the initiative said: “CAN 
hopes to address all types of cancers and aims at 
raising awareness and educating women about the 
disease.” She said CAN has carried out the breast 
cancer campaign annually since 2006 with planned 
activities such as lectures with livestreaming facili-
ties to encourage participation from other GCC 
member states as well. Other planned activities 
include exhibitions, conferences, workshops, press 
conferences and media interviews. 

Shaheen also spoke of extended CAN programs 
to be carried out in the future, where campaigns 
would be conducted during events in coordination 
with several malls. She added that women who 
undergo mammograms at private hospitals in 
Kuwait during the campaign will be eligible for a 
special discount.   

CAN announces awareness  
campaign for breast cancer

Dr Khalid Al-Saleh Dr Hussa Al-Shaheen

Dhaman joins  
UN Global  
Compact Initiative 

 
KUWAIT: Health Assurance Hospitals Company 
(Dhaman) joins the United Nations Global Compact 
initiative - a voluntary leadership platform for the 
development, implementation and disclosure of 
responsible business practices that includes thou-
sands of committed companies and organizations 
worldwide to adopting and implementing responsi-
ble business practices. 

Dhaman CEO, Thamer Arab, said, “We are proud 
to join the United Nations initiative, which is in line 
with the company’s values and principles, and to be 
among other regional and global companies that are 
committed in taking responsible actions that will 
reflect on them and on the world”. 

He said that Dhaman has always been a pioneer 
in the field of healthcare delivery, through the adop-
tion and implementation of health maintenance 
model (HMO), as it believes in preserving the envi-
ronment, promoting transparency, integrity and 

equal opportunities. Arab also pointed out that “the 
health sector is one of the important sectors that 
has committed to the sustainable development goals 
of the United Nations, and is keen to provide 
healthcare to millions of people around the world. 
By joining the program, we affirm our support of 
human rights, which is included in our Code of 
Conduct, HR policy, and all existing company poli-
cies and regulations. We respect and value all our 
employees and treat them equally without any form 
of discrimination”. 

He added that one of the initiatives adopted by 
Dhaman is the preparation of a governance guide, 
“which is one of the main pillars in the implementa-
tion and practice of corporate governance princi-
ples within the company to enhance the confidence 
of investors and stakeholder.” 

Arab also said that in light of the accelerating 
digital transformation in the world after the pan-
demic, healthcare providers continue to develop 
the infrastructure to provide digital healthcare in 
respond to the growing needs of patients and 
beneficiaries.  

Dhaman has completed two hospitals in Ahmadi 
and Jahra governorates with a total capacity of 660 
beds, in addition to four primary healthcare centers 
distributed in different governorates, which are cur-

rently operating as pri-
vate centers. Through its 
health network, Arab 
added that “it also pro-
vides mandatory assur-
ance and primary and 
secondary health servic-
es for workers in the pri-
vate sector and their 
families, within the health 
maintenance (HMO) 
model, a unique model 
based on the concept of 
preventive health, intro-
duced in the Middle East 
for the first time”. 

Launched in 2000, the UN Global Compact is 
the largest corporate sustainability initiative in 
the world, with more than 9,500 companies and 
3,000 non-business signatories based in over 160 
countries, and more than 70 Local Networks. It 
aligns its operations and strategies with ten uni-
versally accepted principles in the areas of human 
rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption, 
and to take action in support of UN goals and 
issues embodied in the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

Thamer Arab

Indian Embassy hosts 
familiarization visit 
for teachers, students 

 
KUWAIT:  The Embassy of India in Kuwait organized 
an ‘Embassy Familiarization Visit’ on the occasion of 
Teachers’ Day this year. The initiative, which was aimed 
at making the students aware about the functioning of 
the Embassy saw the participation of more than 200 
Indian students and school teachers.  

During his opening remarks, Indian Ambassador 
Sibi George extended his greetings on Teachers’ Day, 
which is celebrated to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of Dr S Radhakrishnan, former President 
of India. The Ambassador also welcomed the stu-
dents and teachers to the embassy and expressed his 
happiness on the active participation by schools dur-
ing the celebration of the 60th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations with Kuwait and the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav celebrations.  

Speaking to the students, Ambassador George said 
that the aim of the familiarization visit was to give the 
students a holistic picture of how the embassy func-
tions and also to make the students stakeholders in 
promoting Indian culture and art in Kuwait.  

In his speech made at the event, the Ambassador 
also made the students aware about the emergence 
of India as a major power, focusing on the current 

efforts of the Prime Minister of India - to transform 
India into a self-reliant country. He also highlighted 
the scientific achievements that India has made in 
recent years, emphasizing on the country’s efforts in 
trying to find solutions for the climate change chal-
lenges, such as the Indian initiative to establish 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) which have over 
hundred countries as its members.  

Highlighting the role played by the India Embassy, 
Kuwait to conduct NEET, NATA and JEE examina-
tions for the first time in the country which has 
helped hundreds of Indian students during the pan-
demic, he added that, “The Indian embassy is always 
a home away from home for all Indians in Kuwait 
including the students.”   

During the event, a video documentary was also 
shown, giving a virtual tour of the embassy and its 
operations along with glimpses of India’s natural beau-

ty. A presentation was also given on the topic - 
‘Introduction to Civil Service’ by the Second Secretary 
(Education), focusing on examination patterns, eligibili-
ty criteria and requirements to be a Civil Servant.  

KUWAIT: Ambassador George addressing the students during their visit.

KUWAIT: Ambassador George giving out awards.


