
BEIJING, China: At least 21 people were killed
when a strong earthquake struck southwestern
China on Monday, state media reported, as violent
tremors in a remote region damaged homes and left
some areas without electricity.

The magnitude 6.6 quake hit about 43 kilometres
(26 miles) southeast of the city of Kangding in
Sichuan province at a depth of 10 kilometres,
according to the US Geological Survey. Fourteen
people lost their lives in Sichuan’s Shimian county
and seven died in nearby Luding county, according
to state broadcaster CCTV.

Tremors shook buildings in the provincial capital
of Chengdu-where millions are confined to their
homes under a strict COVID lockdown-and in the
nearby megacity of Chongqing, local residents told
AFP. “I felt it quite strongly. Some of my neighbours
on the ground floor said they felt it very noticeably,”
said Chen, a resident of Chengdu. “But because
Chengdu is currently under epidemic management,
people aren’t allowed to leave their residential com-
pounds, so many of them rushed out into their

courtyards,” she added.
At least one town had suffered “severe damage”

from mountain landslides triggered by the quake,
CCTV reported. A road to another town was
blocked and telecommunications lines in areas home

to more than 10,000 people were severed, the
broadcaster said, adding that shocks also forced
some power stations offline in the areas of Garze
and Ya’an.

Footage broadcast by CCTV appeared to show

damaged buildings and a street strewn with fallen
masonry in Garze. A video posted online by the
China Earthquake Networks Center showed boul-
ders thundering down mountainsides in Luding
county, kicking up clouds of dust as tremors swayed
roadside telephone wires.

State media reported that several aftershocks
were recorded in nearby areas. A smaller magnitude
4.6 tremor hit eastern Tibet less than an hour after
the initial quake, according to the USGS. Hundreds
of rescue workers were dispatched to the epicentre,
CCTV reported, alongside footage of firefighters in
orange jumpsuits boarding trucks and navigating a
highway littered with rocks and other debris.

Authorities also sent thousands of tents, blankets
and foldable beds to the affected areas, according
to the broadcaster. Other state media photos
showed officials in military fatigues heaving shovels
and other equipment along a highway-all while
wearing face masks as a Covid precaution.

A resident of Chongqing said the quake was
“pretty noticeable” and that it had shaken the lights

and furniture in his fifth-floor apartment. “I was
pretty scared,” he told AFP, “but it didn’t seem to
faze people here.”

Summer of extremes 
Earthquakes are fairly common in China, espe-

cially in the country’s seismically active southwest. A
magnitude 8.0 quake in 2008 in Sichuan’s Wenchuan
county left tens of thousands dead and caused enor-
mous damage. At least four people were killed and
dozens more injured after two earthquakes in south-
western China in June. That month a shallow 6.1-
magnitude shock hit a sparsely populated area
about 100 kilometres west of Chengdu.

It was followed three minutes later by a second
quake of magnitude 4.5 in a nearby county, where
the deaths and injuries occurred. Authorities in
Chengdu extended the city’s lockdown on Sunday
as they fight a COVID flare-up with hundreds of
cases. The region has also suffered a summer of
extreme weather, with a record-breaking heatwave
noticeably drying rivers in Chongqing. — AFP
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HAILUOGOU, China: Firefighters gather near a damaged wall of a fire station after a 6.6-magnitude earthquake in Hailuogou in China’s southwestern Sichuan province on September 5, 2022. —AFP
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Trial opens over 
2016 Nice truck 
massacre
PARIS: Eight suspects go on trial Monday over the
July 2016 attack in the Mediterranean city of Nice,
where a radical Islamist killed 86 people by driving
a truck into thousands of locals and tourists cele-
brating France’s national day.

The attacker, a 31-year-old Tunisian named
Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel, was shot dead by
police following the more than four-minute rampage
down the seaside embankment of the Promenade
des Anglais.

The seven men and one woman who will go on
trial in Paris are accused of crimes from being aware
of his intentions to providing logistical support and
supplying weapons. Only one suspect, Ramzi Kevin
Arefa, faces the maximum penalty of life imprison-
ment if convicted as a recurring offender. The oth-
ers risk between five and 20 years in prison.

The trial, which gets underway at 1:30 pm (1130
GMT) and due to last until mid-December, is the
latest legal process over the Islamist attacks that
have hit France since 2015. A Paris court on June 29
convicted all 20 suspects in the trial over the
November 2015 attacks in the French capital which
left 130 dead.

The trial will take place within the historic Palais
de Justice in Paris at the same purpose-built court-
house that hosted the November 2015 attacks hear-
ings, and a special venue has been set up in Nice to
allow victims to follow proceedings via a live
broadcast.

‘Frustration’ 
While Lahouaiej-Bouhlel cannot now be brought

to justice, the trial-as in the November 2015 case-
marks a hugely important moment for survivors and
relatives of the victims as they seek to move on with
their lives. The extremist Islamic State (IS) group
rapidly claimed responsibility for the Nice attack,
though French investigators ultimately did not find
any links between the attacker and the jihadist
organisation which at the time controlled swathes of
Iraq and Syria.

Of the accused, three suspects are charged with

association in a terrorist conspiracy and the five
others with association in a criminal conspiracy and
violating arms laws. The attack, which saw 15 chil-
dren and adolescents among the dead and 450
wounded, was the second most deadly postwar
atrocity on French soil after the November 2015
Paris attacks.

Six years after the attack, “the fact that the sole
perpetrator is not there will create frustration.
There will be many questions that no one will be
able to answer,” said Eric Morain, a lawyer for a
victims’ association that is taking part in the trial.

“We are trying to prepare them for the fact that
the sentences may not be commensurate with their
suffering,” said Antoine Casubolo-Ferro, another
lawyer for the victims. In the November 2015
attacks trial, just one member of the assault team,
Salah Abdeslam, was not killed during or in the
wake of the strikes.

He discarded his suicide belt on the night of the
attacks and claimed to have changed his mind about
attacking. But he was sentenced to life in prison
with only a tiny chance of parole after 30 years, the
toughest possible punishment under French law.

French Justice Minister Eric Dupond-Moretti
commented: “I understand this frustration, it is
human. But there will be a legal response. We
respond to this barbarism through the law”.  — AFP

NICE, France: Members of the ‘Association Montjoy
Aide Aux Victimes’ speak to a lawyer outside the trial
broadcast room for civil parties and lawyers at the
Acropolis Convention and Exhibition Centre in Nice,
southeastern France, on September 5, 2022. — AFP

Germany, Zionist
entity mark 50 years 
of Olympics massacre
MUNICH: Germany and Zionist’s presidents will on
Monday lead commemorations marking 50 years
since the Munich Olympics attack, with hopes that a
long-awaited compensation deal for bereaved fami-
lies will finally help them begin healing from the
painful episode. A row over the financial offer previ-
ously made by Berlin to victims’ relatives had
threatened to sour the ceremony, with family mem-
bers planning a boycott.

But a deal was finally agreed last Wednesday for
Berlin to provide 28 million euros ($28 million) in
compensation. It also — for the first time — saw
the German state acknowledge its “responsibility”
in failings that led to the deaths of 11 Zionists.

Germany’s President Frank-Walter Steinmeier
admitted Sunday it was “shameful” that it had taken
such a long time for Berlin to reach the agreement
with victims’ families. 

“For far too long, we have refused to acknowl-
edge the pain of the bereaved,” said Steinmeier at a
state banquet for his Zionist counterpart Isaac
Herzog.

“And for far too long, we have not wanted to
acknowledge that we also bear our share of respon-
sibility. It was up to us to ensure the safety of the
Zionist athletes,” he said, on the eve of the com-
memorations at Fuerstenfeldbruck airbase where
the hostage-taking reached its tragic climax.

At a separate ceremony on Monday morning at
the Olympic village where the Zionist team was
staying, Munich mayor Dieter Reiter apologised for
the “momentous mistakes” made by those responsi-
ble for the Games.

“I am sorry for that and I apologise for the fact
that after the attack, what would have been
demanded by humanity was simply not done —
admitting the mistakes and taking responsibility for
them.”

‘No minimal effort’ 
On September 5, 1972, eight gunmen of the

Palestinian militant group Black September stormed
into the Zionist team’s flat at the Olympic village,

shooting dead two and taking nine Zionist hostage.
West German police responded with a bungled

rescue operation in which all nine hostages were
killed, along with five of the eight hostage-takers
and a police officer. 

The Games were meant to showcase a new
Germany 27 years after the Holocaust but instead
opened a deep rift with Zionist entity.

In 2012, Zionist entity released 45 official docu-
ments on the killings, including specially declassified
material, which lambasted the performance of the
German security services.

Included in the reports is an official account from
the former Zionist intelligence head Zvi Zamir who
said the German police “didn’t make even a minimal
effort to save human lives”.

Bereaved relatives have over the years battled to
obtain an official apology from Germany, access to
official documents and appropriate compensation
beyond an initial 4.5 million euros.

As recently as just two weeks ago, relatives of
the victims said they were offered 10 million euros
— including the sum that had already been given.

Ankie Spitzer, whose husband Andre Spitzer was
killed in the hostage-taking, had called the previous
offer “insulting”. “I came home with the coffins after
the massacre,” she told AFP. “You don’t know what
we’ve gone through for the past 50 years.” — AFP

ROSTOCK, Germany: Former handball player Klaus
Langhoff , who witnessed the 1972 Munich
Olympics hoastage-taking, shows one of his pic-
tures during an AFP interview in Rostock, north-
eastern Germany. — AFP


