
Tuesday, September 6, 2022

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 6

Continued from Page 1 
 
European-brokered talks on restoring the 2015 

accord - abandoned by the US in 2018 - have been 
ongoing in Vienna since April last year, but have 
repeatedly stalled. The European Union has said 
that a text put to Iran last month was the final one. 
The US air force has recently hit Iranian-backed 
militia in Syria while Grynkewich said last month 
that the United States was “committed to regional 

stability whether that means deterring Iran, (or) 
countering violent extremist organizations”. 

In the fourth exercise of its kind this year, the 
planes started at the Fairford air base in England 
and flew above the eastern Mediterranean, Arabian 
Peninsula and Red Sea “before departing the 
region”, the statement said. US ground and naval 
units as well as 16 other nations, including Canada, 
provided logistical support, the US military said. 
The US army “simulated firepower from the 
ground”. Central Command chief, General Michael 
‘Erik’ Kurilla, said: “We have the ability to put a sig-
nificant measure of combat power in the air along-
side our partners very quickly. We can do the same 
on the ground and at sea.” — AFP 

US sims strike 
mission over...
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 values of low taxes and personal responsibility. 

Truss vowed a “bold plan” to address tax cuts and 
the energy crisis, which she has indicated will be 
financed by much higher borrowing - even at the 
risk of stoking double-digit inflation.  

Truss, 47, will be the UK’s third woman to 
become prime minister following Theresa May and 
Margaret Thatcher. She will formally take office on 
Tuesday, after Johnson tenders his resignation to 
Queen Elizabeth II. “I know she has the right plan to 
tackle the cost-of-living crisis, unite our party and 
continue the great work of uniting and levelling up 
our country,” Johnson tweeted. “Now is the time for 
all Conservatives to get behind her 100 percent.” 

The leadership contest began in July after 
Johnson announced his departure following a slew 
of scandals and resignations from his government, 
including Sunak’s. Truss reserved a portion of her 
short speech to praising Johnson’s record, including 
on Brexit and the Covid pandemic, and said he was 
“admired from Kyiv to Carlisle”. 

That won applause from the Tory faithful pres-
ent. The rightwing ideologue, however, faces a 

tough task in winning over public opinion. A 
YouGov poll in late August found 52 percent 
thought Truss would make a “poor” or “terrible” 
prime minister. Forty-three percent said they did 
not trust her “at all” to deal with the crisis in the 
cost of living, as energy prices rocket amid Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. 

Truss is also viewed with mistrust among some 
of Britain’s allies, after taking a hard line against the 
European Union over post-Brexit trading rules for 
Northern Ireland. “I look forward to a constructive 
relationship, in full respect of our agreements,” 
European Commission president Ursula von der 
Leyen said, flagging climate change and Ukraine as 
areas for cooperation. Ireland’s government also 
gave Truss a wary welcome, but the scale of the 
challenges ahead saw the Smarkets betting 
exchange give her a 25 percent chance of failing to 
last through 2023. The Tory winner faces “the worst 
in-tray for a new prime minister since Thatcher”, 
The Sunday Times wrote. Millions say that with 
energy bills set to rise by 80 percent from October 
- and even higher from January-they face a painful 
choice between eating and heating this winter, 
according to surveys.  Polls show public support for 
an early general election, and the Conservatives 
face a growing challenge to retain their grip on 
power with the opposition Labour party riding high. 
Labour leader Keir Starmer sent his own congratu-
lations to Truss. “But after 12 years of the Tories all 
we have to show for it is low wages, high prices, and 
a Tory cost-of-living crisis,” he tweeted. — AFP 

NAJAF: In a sun-baked cemetery in the central 
Iraqi city of Najaf, fresh are the graves of loyalists 
to Shiite leader Moqtada Sadr who were killed in 
clashes in Baghdad last week. So too is seething 
anger following the face-off between the cleric’s 
supporters, rival Iran-backed factions and the army 
that left more than 30 Sadrists dead and 570 others 
wounded. 

Standing between tombstones, Moussa Abbas 
said the fight was far from over. “Blood was spilt, 
but there is plenty more 
where that came from,” 
the 21-year-old Sadr loy-
alist told AFP. “For every 
martyr we lose, there are 
10 that will come in his 
place. “The same way 
they sacrificed themselves 
for us, we will stand up for 
them.” 

Nearly 24 hours of 
fighting erupted on 
August 29 when Sadr sup-
porters stormed the government headquarters in 
Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone after their leader 
said he would resign from politics. 

The ensuing battles-the deadliest in nearly three 
years-followed months of disagreements between 
Sadr and rival Shiite factions, as the political dead-
lock has left the country without a new government, 
prime minister or president since elections in 
October last year. 

After last week’s unrest brought tensions to a 
boil, Sadr supporters said they were willing to give 

their lives for their leader. 
“I am ready to be the first of the martyrs,” said 

Taleb Saad, 60, who said he had been caught up in 
the violence. “My wish is to be buried here,” he 
said, pointing at graves adorned with plastic flowers 
and large portraits of young men. 

 
‘Under his command’  

Sadr gained widespread popularity following the 
2003 US-led invasion of Iraq, when he ran the 

feared Mahdi Army militia 
that fought against 
American and Iraqi gov-
ernment forces. He has 
now reinvented himself as 
a champion of reform in a 
country blighted by 
endemic corruption-
though opponents accuse 
Sadrist officials of being 
as unscrupulous as other 
political forces. 

Sadr’s rise was aided 
by the reputation of his father, Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammed Sadek Sadr, whom former dictator 
Saddam Hussein had assassinated in 1999. 

The grey-bearded cleric retains a devoted fol-
lowing of millions among the country’s majority 
Shiite population. As fighting raged in the Green 
Zone, all it took was one stern statement from Sadr 
for his loyalists to begin streaming out of the area. 

In the Najaf cemetery-established in 2004 to 
bury Mahdi Army fighters-grief did not douse their 
support. “We obey the orders of our leader and 

commander-whatever he wants, we are ready,” said 
Sadeq Jaber, mourning a 16-year-old from his tribe 
who was shot dead last week. The boy’s given name 
was Moqtada Sadr. 

“All of us, with our children, houses and families-
we are all under his command,” Jaber said. Nearby, 
women clad in black wailed at graves so recent they 

bore temporary paper tombstones, as cemetery 
workers made space for corpses arriving almost 
daily from Baghdad’s hospitals. Jaber, who drove 
two hours from the capital to pay his respects, said 
the cemetery would keep growing. “There will con-
tinue to be martyrs as long as this ruling class is in 
power,” he said.  —AFP 

NAJAF, Iraq: Iraqi mourners visit the grave sites of loved ones at the Najaf cemetery, established in 2004 to 
bury Mahdi Army fighters, in the central Iraqi city of Najaf. —AFP

‘We obey’: Iraq’s Moqtada Sadr  
loyalists express diehard support 

‘For every martyr we lose, there are 10 that will come in his place’ 

“I am ready to  
be the first  

of the martyrs”

Russia revokes print  
licence of top  
independent newspaper 

 
MOSCOW: A Russian court on Monday stripped 
investigative newspaper Novaya Gazeta, whose 
chief editor last year was co-awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize, of its print licence, in the latest blow to 
the country’s independent media. 

The announcement came as another Moscow 
court is expected to issue a verdict in the case of 
former defence reporter Ivan Safronov, who faces 
up 24 years in jail on controversial treason charges. 
Russian independent media have in recent years 
faced unprecedented pressure, with authorities fur-
ther tightening the screws since the start of 
Moscow’s February offensive in Ukraine. 

All main independent media outlets have been 
shut down in Russia or suspended their domestic 
operations after a series of media restrictions were 
imposed on coverage of the Ukraine conflict. “The 
Basmanny court of Moscow invalidated the regis-
tration certificate of the print version of Novaya 
Gazeta,” the outlet, which suspended publication in 
late March, said on social media. UN Human Rights 
Office spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani said the 
decision was “another blow to the independence of 
Russian media”. In a statement, the court confirmed 
the verdict which followed legal proceedings initiat-
ed by Russia’s media watchdog Roskomnadzor.  

The media regulator is also seeking to shut down 
Novaya Gazeta’s website and a print magazine it 

launched in July. Two court hearings are scheduled 
for later this month. Monday’s ruling came less than 
a week after the death of last Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who helped in the founding of Novaya 
Gazeta in the early 1990s. 

Novaya Gazeta chief editor Dmitry Muratov led 
the procession at Gorbachev’s Moscow funeral on 
Saturday. Muratov said after Monday’s hearing that 
the paper will appeal the court’s decision, calling it 
“political” and “without the slightest legal basis”, 
news website Mediazona reported. Novaya Gazeta 
has paid a heavy price for its independent stance and 
investigative coverage over the years. Since 2000, 
six of its journalists and contributors have been killed 
in connection with their work, including top inves-
tigative reporter Anna Politkovskaya. —AFP 

Police in Argentina  
arrest companion of  
Kirchner attacker 

 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina: Argentine police 
arrested on Sunday a companion of the man who 
attempted to shoot Vice President Cristina 
Kirchner after the politician’s lawyers said the 
assailant “didn’t act alone,” local media reported. 

Scandal-tainted Kirchner, 69, survived the 
assassination attempt as she mingled with support-
ers outside her home on Thursday night, when a 
gun brandished by Fernando Andre Sabag Montiel 
failed to fire. Video footage showed Brenda Uliarte, 
23, in the company of attacker Sabag Montiel on 
the day of the attack, local media said, citing 
sources close to the investigation. 

Kirchner enjoys a loyal support base among fol-
lowers of the center-left Peronism movement 
inherited from former president Juan Peron, but is 
disliked in equal measure by the political opposi-
tion. Tens of thousands of Argentines took to the 
streets to denounce political violence after the 
shooting attempt. 

Uliarte was arrested under a warrant issued by 
the magistrate in charge of the investigation, 
according to judicial sources cited by local media, 
including the official Telam news agency. She had 
said in an interview with local television channel 
Telefe that she had been living with Sabag Montiel 
for more than a month but had not seen him in the 
48 hours before the incident. 

She also expressed shock that her friend had 
attempted to kill the vice president. “To tell the 
truth, I don’t remember any mention of the vice 
president. He was complaining about the dollar 
and the economy, like everyone else,” she told 
Telefe. 

Sabag Montiel, 35, a Brazilian national who has 
been living in Argentina since his youth, has not 
told investigators what his motivations were. “He 
didn’t act alone because there were preparatory 
actions to the assassination attempt,” Kirchner’s 
lawyer Gregorio Dalbon told C5N television sta-
tion, without offering further details. “There were, 
without a doubt, other people who were aware of 
this situation.” 

 
Intended to kill  

Kirchner, who is currently on trial for corruption 
and accused of accepting bribes in her Patagonian 
stronghold, was greeting supporters outside her 
Buenos Aires home when Sabag Montiel pointed a 
gun at her head from within the crowd. 

For reasons as yet unknown, the weapon did not 
go off despite being fired, President Alberto 
Fernandez said shortly after the incident, which led 
to messages of support from the Pope, the UN, 
United States and Latin American leaders. 

The attacker was arrested on the spot and the 
entire incident caught on camera. Kirchner’s 
lawyer has said he would also like investigators to 
interview a man named “Mario”, who has identi-
fied himself as the attacker’s friend. Shortly after 
the attack, Mario had told a television channel that 
he had been friends with Sabag Montiel since they 
were teenagers and that he was “sure that his 
intention was to kill” Kirchner. —AFP 

MOSCOW: File photo shows Novaya Gazeta editor Dmitry 
Muratov at the entrance to the office of the Novaya 
Gazeta newspaper in Moscow. —AFP
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it was impossible to determine the source of the 

deadly shot that killed the celebrated Al Jazeera 
journalist in the occupied West Bank, saying it could 
have been militant fire. “Our conclusion is that it’s 
not possible to determine unequivocally which gun-
fire killed her, but there’s a higher probability that 
she was hit by an errant shot of an IDF soldier who 
did not identify her as a journalist,” a senior Zionist 
military officer said. 

Abu Akleh was wearing a bulletproof vest 
marked “Press” and a helmet when she was shot in 
the head during the Zionist army operation on May 
11. The Abu Akleh family on Monday said the Zionist 
entity had “refused to take responsibility for the 
murder” of the journalist, in a press release issued in 
the wake of the Zionist army’s investigation report. 
“We remain deeply hurt, frustrated and disappoint-

ed,” the family said, calling for a “credible” US 
investigation. 

The Palestinian Authority accused the Zionist 
entity of intentionally killing the reporter in the 
Jenin refugee camp, in the northern West Bank, 
whereas the Zionist entity has insisted that even if a 
soldier fired the fatal shot it was not deliberate. On 
Monday, the senior army officer told reporters that 
the Zionist soldiers were under heavy fire and aimed 
to hit Abu Akleh because they had mistaken her for 
a Palestinian militant. 

“When they fired in her direction they didn’t 
know she was a journalist, it was a mistake, they 
thought they were firing at terrorists shooting at 
them,” the officer said. “He’s sorry about it and I’m 
sorry about it too,” the officer said of the soldier 
who shot in the direction of Abu Akleh. “He didn’t 
do it on purpose, it’s totally clear,” he added. 

A United Nations investigation concluded in June 
that there was “no evidence of activity by armed 
Palestinians close by” when Abu Akleh was shot. 
The United States on July 4 said she was likely shot 
by Zionist fire but that there was no evidence her 
killing was intentional and that the bullet was too 
damaged for a conclusive finding. — AFP 

Zionist entity 
admits soldier...
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Some of the devastation was described in local 

reports and social media posts. Weldon resident 
Diane Shier told the daily Saskatoon Star Phoenix 
her neighbor, a man who lived with his adult grand-
son, was killed in the attack. The grandson report-
edly hid in the basement and called police. “It was 
about 7:30 am. My husband was in the garden. He 
saw police cars and an ambulance come to town. It’s 
a little town. This is terrible, terrible. We’ve still got 
our doors locked, staying inside, not going out,” she 
told the newspaper. 

Fellow town resident Ruby Works said the 
killings would haunt the town. “No one in this town 
is ever going to sleep again. They’re going to be 

terrified to open their door,” Works said. Another 
resident, Robert Rush, said he had left his grand-
daughter at home to go buy a birthday cake for his 
wife. “I gave her two guns and a bat,” he said. Police 
have released few details of the crimes, except for 
descriptions of the alleged attackers they say fled in 
a vehicle. They have been identified as Myles and 
Damien Sanderson, aged 30 and 31 respectively, 
both with black hair and brown eyes. 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Assistant 
Commissioner Rhonda Blackmore told a news con-
ference on Sunday that authorities believe “some of 
the victims were targeted by the suspects and oth-
ers were attacked randomly”. “To speak to a motive 
would be extremely difficult at this point in time,” 
she added. No information has been released about 
the victims. Federation of Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations Chief Bobby Cameron lamented “the 
unspeakable violence that claimed the lives of inno-
cent people”. In a statement, he blamed “harmful 
illegal drugs (that) invade our communities” for the 
destruction. — AFP 

Suspects on the 
run after Canada...


