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NAIROBI: Kenya’s Supreme Court on Monday upheld 
William Ruto’s victory in the August 9 presidential 
election, ending weeks of political uncertainty and 
delivering a blow to challenger Raila Odinga who had 
alleged fraud in the poll. 

“This is a unanimous decision. The petitions are 
hereby dismissed, as a consequence we declare the 
first respondent (Ruto) as president-elect,” Chief 
Justice Martha Koome said. Deputy President Ruto, 
55, scraped to victory by a margin of less than two 
percentage points in a tightly-fought race against 
Odinga, a veteran opposition politician now backed by 
the ruling party. 

As Ruto supporters celebrated, Odinga-who had 
filed a petition to Kenya’s top court last month-said he 
respected the ruling but dis-
agreed with its substance. 
“We have always stood for 
the rule of law and the con-
stitution. In this regard, we 
respect the opinion of the 
court although we vehe-
mently disagree with their 
decision today,” he said in a 
statement. 

Although voting day 
passed off peacefully, the 
results had sparked angry 
protests in Odinga strong-
holds, prompting fears that the disputed outcome 
could fuel violence in a country with a history of post-
poll unrest. 

Judges spent the last two weeks sifting through 
boxes of evidence to establish if any irregularities 
were substantial enough to nullify the election, as was 
the case with the August 2017 presidential poll, which 
Odinga also challenged. Koome methodically listed 
the court’s response to the nine issues at the heart of 
the case. 

She said the technology used by the Independent 
and Electoral Boundaries Commission (IEBC) met the 
standards of “integrity, verifiability, security and 

transparency”. Any “irregularities were not of such 
magnitude as to affect the final results of the presi-
dential election”, she said, dismissing all the claims 
made by the petitioners. Odinga’s 72-page petition 
alleged hackers broke into IEBC servers and uploaded 
doctored result forms, but the claim was dismissed by 
the court. 

 
‘We just want jobs’  

In several towns in Kenya, the verdict sparked cele-
brations among Ruto supporters, who cheered and 
banged plastic buckets in jubilation. Elsewhere in 
Nairobi, stony-faced Odinga supporters expressed 
their disappointment, with a group of women telling 
AFP: “Not all of us are happy.” 

But with the economy in 
the doldrums, many 
Kenyans said they were 
relieved to see an end to the 
political drama so business 
could pick up again. “This 
announcement enables us to 
move on (with our lives)”, 
said Caroline, a 30-year-old 
flower seller in the capital. 

“We just want jobs,” she 
told AFP. Ben Hunter, Africa 
analyst at risk intelligence 
group Verisk Maplecroft, 

said in a note that “any protests by Odinga’s follow-
ers... will not translate into prolonged unrest, despite 
international concerns of widespread violence”. 

“The unanimity of the legal ruling and the ongoing 
economic crisis will dampen the appetite for conflict,” 
he added. In Odinga’s stronghold of Kisumu, where 
protests broke out last month following the results’ 
announcement, messages calling for peace were plas-
tered on walls and pinned to poles as police patrolled 
the streets. 

“We don’t want trouble because we have realised 
we are the ones who suffer,” said Nelima Atieno, a sell-
er of second-hand clothes. Minibus driver Kevin 

Omolo echoed her views, telling AFP: “We don’t want 
people to demonstrate.” “We can’t change the verdict 
even though it is painful.” 

 
Voter disillusionment  

After 2017’s annulment, the IEBC was under heavy 
pressure to deliver a clean poll. But this year’s outcome 
sparked a rift within the IEBC itself, with four of its 
seven commissioners accusing chairman Wafula 
Chebukati of running an “opaque” process. 

Chebukati denied the allegations, insisting he car-

ried out his duties according to the law of the land 
despite facing “intimidation and harassment”. Since 
2002, no presidential poll outcome in Kenya has gone 
uncontested. 

At around 65 percent, turnout was sharply lower 
than in the August 2017 election, with observers say-
ing it reflected growing disillusionment among citi-
zens. Odinga, who previously said he was cheated of 
victory in the 2007, 2013 and 2017 polls, had framed 
the legal battle as a fight “for democracy and good 
governance”. —AFP 
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Engineers breach  
Pakistan lake as  
flood misery grows  

 
FAZILPUR, Pakistan: Engineers breached Pakistan’s 
biggest freshwater lake to drain water threatening nearby 
towns, officials said Monday, as heavy rain poured misery 
on millions affected by the country’s worst floods in histo-
ry. Nearly a third of Pakistan is under water-an area the 
size of the United Kingdom-following months of record 
monsoon rains that have killed 1,300 people and washed 
away homes, businesses, roads and bridges. 

Officials say the repair bill will top $10 billion for a 
country already in the grip of economic crisis, with hun-
dreds of thousands homeless as the monsoon draws to an 
end and winter approaches. “There is nowhere to shower 
or go to the bathroom,” said Zebunnisa Bibi, sheltering 
near Fazilpur, in Punjab province, where 65 tents are now 
home to more than 500 people who fled their inundated 
villages for higher land. 

Similar tent camps have mushroomed across much of 
the south and west of Pakistan, where rain has nowhere to 
drain because rivers are already in full flow as a result of 
torrential downpours in the north. 

Sindh province Information minister Sharjeel Inam 
Memon told AFP Monday that engineers had to cut a 
channel into Lake Manchar to drain water that was 
threatening the towns of Sehwan and Bhan Saeedabad, 
with a combined population of nearly half a million. 

 
Lake Manchar bigger than ever  

Still, thousands had to be evacuated from smaller set-
tlements submerged by the newly directed channel. “The 
flood water was diverted but the threat is still far from 
over,” Memon said. “We are trying our best to stop the 
inundation of more villages.” 

Lake Manchar, which lies west of the Indus River, varies 
in size according to the season and rainfall, but is currently 
spread over as wide an area as anyone can recall. Much of 
Sindh and parts of Balochistan have become a vast land-
scape of water, with displaced locals huddled miserably on 
elevated roads, rail tracks and other high ground. Human 
and animal waste in the fetid water attracts swarms of flies, 
while outbreaks of dengue are being reported from mosqui-
tos breeding in the swamplands. One pregnant woman at a 
camp in Punjab said she was desperate for medical attention 
for a baby due any day now. The mother-of-five knows it 
could be a difficult birth, as the baby has not shifted from 
the breech position. “I need a doctor or a midwife. What if 
something happens to my child?” said Fahmidah Bibi. The 
United Nations Population Fund said at the weekend there 
were at least 128,000 pregnant women in flood-hit areas 
who urgently need care-with 42,000 expected to give 
birth in the next three months. 

 
Climate change blamed  

Pakistan receives heavy-often destructive-rains during 
its annual monsoon season, which are crucial for agricul-
ture and water supplies. But such intense downpours have 
not been seen for decades. Pakistani officials blame cli-
mate change, which is increasing the frequency and inten-
sity of extreme weather around the world. Pakistan is 
responsible for less than one percent of global green-
house gas emissions, but is eighth on a list compiled by 
the NGO Germanwatch of countries deemed most vul-
nerable to extreme weather caused by climate change. 

A massive army-led relief operation is in full swing, but 
the country’s leaders have admitted being overwhelmed 
by the scale of the crisis and appealed for international 
help. The latest figures from the National Disaster 
Management Authority show nearly 6,000 kilometres 
(4,000 miles) of roads have been washed away, 246 
bridges demolished, and 1.6 million homes either 
destroyed or badly damaged since June, when the mon-
soon started.  —AFP

UN warns famine  
‘at the door’  
in Somalia 

 
NAIROBI: The UN’s humanitarian chief 
warned Monday that drought-ravaged 
Somalia was on the brink of famine for the 
second time in just over a decade, and time 
was running out to save lives. “Famine is at 
the door and we are receiving a final warn-
ing,” Martin Griffiths told a press confer-
ence in the Somali capital Mogadishu. 

A food and nutrition report due for 
release on Monday has “concrete indica-
tions” that famine will strike the regions of 
Baidoa and Burhakaba in south-central 
Somalia between October and December, 
Griffiths said. 

“I’ve been shocked to my core these 
past few days by the level of pain and suf-
fering we see so many Somalis enduring,” 
said the head of the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), who began a visit to the country 
on Thursday. 

“The unprecedented failure of four 
consecutive rainy seasons, decades of con-
flict, mass displacement, severe economic 
issues are pushing many people to... the  
brink of famine,” he said. “We are in the 
last moment of the 11th hour to save lives.” 

Somalia and its neighbours in the Horn 
of Africa including Ethiopia and Kenya are 
in the grip of the worst drought in more 
than 40 years after four failed rainy sea-
sons wiped out livestock and crops. 
Humanitarian agencies have been ringing 
alarm bells for months and say the situtua-
tion is likely to deteriorate with a likely fifth 

failed rainy season in the offing. 
Griffiths said the situation was worse in 

Somalia than during the last famine in 2011 
when 260,000 people, more than half of 
them children under the age of six. The 
UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) last 
month said the number of people at risk of 
starvation across the Horn had increased 
to 22 million. In Somalia alone, the number 
of people facing crisis hunger levels is 7.8 
million, or about half the population, while 
around a million have fled their homes on a 
desperate quest for food and water, UN 
agencies say. 

Griffiths described scenes of heart-
rending suffering during a visit to Baidoa, 
describing it as the epicentre of the crisis 
where he saw “children so malnourished 
they could barely speak” or cry. 

 
‘Beyond breaking point’  

Conflict-wracked Somalia is considered 
one of the most vulnerable to climate 
change but is particularly ill-equipped to 
cope with the crisis. A deadly insurgency 
by the radical Islamist Al-Shabaab group 
for more than a decade and a half against 
the fragile federal government is limiting 
humanitarian access to many areas. 

A long-running political crisis also 
diverted attention away from the drought, 
but new President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud used his inauguration speech in 
June to appeal for international help to 
stave off disaster. 

In recent years, increasingly extreme 
droughts and floods have added to the 
devastation caused by a locust invasion 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. “Somalia is 
facing unprecedented levels of drought 
which have particularly hit rural communi-
ties, alongside other impacts like conflict, 
COVID-19, macroeconomic challenges, 

and a recent desert locust upsurge,” the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) said in a statement on Friday. 

It said people’s means to produce food 
and earn income were “stretched beyond 
breaking point”. The UN’s World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) has 
said the Horn was likely facing a fifth 
straight failed rainy season over the months 
of October to December. 

 
‘Sleepwalking’ to catastrophe  

At the start of this year, the WFP had 
put the number of people facing hunger 
across the Horn at 13 million, and appealed 
for donors to open their wallets. Funds 
were initially slow in coming, with Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine among other crises 
drawing attention from the disaster in the 

Horn, humanitarian workers said. 
The war in Ukraine has also sent global 

food and fuel prices soaring, making aid 
delivery more expensive. In June, British 
charity Save the Children had issued an 
alert that the international community was 
“sleepwalking towards another cata-
strophic famine” in Somalia. 

OCHA has said the March-May 2022 
rainy season was the driest on record in 
the last 70 years, and 2020-2022 had sur-
passed “the horrific droughts in both 
2010-2011 and 2016-2017 in duration and 
severity”. “An estimated 2.3 million girls 
and boys are at imminent risk of violence, 
exploitation, abuse, neglect, and death 
from severe acute malnutrition as result of 
food and nutrition crisis across Somalia,” it 
said in August. —AFP 

NAIROBI: Legal team of Kenyan President elect William Ruto celebrates at the court in Nairobi on September 5, 2022, fol-
lowing Kenya’s Supreme Court upholding of Ruto’s victory in the August 9 presidential election. —AFP

BAIDOA, Somalia: File photo shows Hawa Mohamed Isack (R), 60, drinks water at a water dis-
tribution point at Muuri camp, one of the 500 camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
town, in Baidoa, Somalia. UN humanitarian chief Martin Griffiths warned on September 5, 2022 
that Somalia was “at the door of famine” after being hit by four failed rainy seasons.  —AFP

Russian embassy  
staff among six  
killed in Kabul  

 
KABUL: A suicide bomber struck 
Monday near the Russian embassy in the 
Afghan capital Kabul, killing two staff 
from the diplomatic mission and four 
others. In the first attack targeting a for-
eign mission since the Taleban seized 
power in August last year, the bomber 
struck near the entrance of the embassy’s 
consular section. 

“Without any doubt, we are talking 
about a terrorist act, which is absolutely 
unacceptable,” Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told journal ists  in 
Moscow. Afghanistan’s foreign min-
istry confirmed the deaths of two 
embassy staff. 

Four Afghans waiting for consular 
services were also killed and several 
more wounded, Kabul police said. 
Violence in Afghanistan has largely 
declined since the Taleban returned to 
power, but several bomb blasts — some 
targeting minority communities — have 
rocked the country in recent months, 
many claimed by the jihadist Islamic 
State (IS) group. As with other recent 
attacks, heavy Taleban security quickly 
sealed off the area and prevented media 
from filming nearby. 

No group has so far claimed the 

attack on the diplomatic mission. Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said 
immediate steps were taken to boost 
security at the embassy, located on one 
of Kabul’s main roads and leading to the 
parliament building. 

 
Intelligence ‘weakness’  

The attack is sure to embarrass the 
Taleban leadership, which for months has 
encouraged foreign nations to reopen 
their Kabul missions, insisting security 
was guaranteed. 

During the chaotic takeover of the 
country by the Taleban last year, the 
Russian embassy was one of the few to 
remain open as most nations shut down 
and evacuated staff. 

The Afghan foreign ministry said an 
investigation had been launched and 
authorities “will not allow the enemies to 
sabotage relations between both coun-
tries with such negative actions”. 

Afghan security analyst Hekmatullah 
Hekmat said the attack showed the gov-
ernment’s “weakness” in gathering intel-
ligence. “If they can’t prevent such 
attacks in the heart of Kabul, then they 
can’t provide security in the country-
side,” he told AFP. 

The United Nations mission in 
Afghanistan condemned the bombing. 

“UNAMA stresses the need for the 
de facto authorities to take steps to 
ensure the safety and security of the 
people as well as diplomatic missions,” it 
tweeted. 

On Friday, a suicide bomber struck 

one of western Afghanistan’s biggest 
mosques, killing at least 18 people, 
including its influential pro-Taleban 
imam. The cleric, Mujib ur Rahman 
Ansari, who had called for those who 
committed even the “smallest act” 
against the government to be beheaded, 
was killed in that attack in the city of 
Herat. 

The attack against Ansari came 
despite authorities providing him with 
heavy security, including a bulletproof 
vehicle and bodyguards. 

Several mosques across the country 
have been targeted this year, some in 

attacks claimed by IS. 
At least 21 people were killed and 

dozens more wounded on August 17 
when a blast ripped through a mosque 
packed with worshippers in Kabul. 

IS has primarily targeted minority 
communities such as Shiites, Sufis and 
Sikhs. 

While IS is a Sunni Islamist group like 
the Taleban, the two are bitter rivals and 
greatly diverge on ideological grounds. 

Taleban officials claim that IS has 
been defeated but experts say the group 
is the main security challenge for the 
country’s current Islamist rulers.  —AFP

KABUL: Taleban fighters (C) stand guard along a road near the Russian embassy after a 
suicide attack in Kabul on September 5, 2022.  —AFP
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