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Two jailed Iranian filmmakers have issued a
defiant challenge to authorities in Iran,
vowing in a message to fellow cineastes at

the Venice Film Festival that they will not stop
creating. Mohammad Rasoulof and Jafar Panahi-
whose film “Khers Nist” (No Bears) is in compe-
tition for Venice’s top Golden Lion prize-have
both been behind bars since July amid a crack-
down on dissident voices in all sectors of society.

Rasoulof, 50, was arrested after having
launched a petition from directors and actors
urging security forces to lay down their arms in
the face of a wave of protests. His anti-capital-
punishment movie “There is No Evil” won the

Golden Bear at the Berlin film festival in 2020.
Fellow prize-winning director Panahi, 62, was
detained while seeking information about
Rasoulof’s whereabouts and told he had to serve
a six-year sentence previously handed out. A
third filmmaker, Mostafa Aleahmad, was also
arrested and jailed in July.

In the statement issued Sunday by festival
organizers, the directors said that as members of
Iran’s independent cinema movement with a call-
ing to create, “those in power see us as crimi-
nals”. “The history of Iranian cinema witnesses
the constant and active presence of independent
directors who have struggled to push back cen-

sorship and to ensure the survival of this art,” the
directors wrote. “While on this path, some were
banned from making films, others were forced
into exile or reduced to isolation. And yet, the
hope of creating again is a reason for existence,”
said the statement.

“No matter where, when, or under what cir-
cumstances, an independent filmmaker is either
creating or thinking about creation. We are film-
makers, independent ones.” Panahi has won a
slew of awards at international festivals for films
critiquing modern Iran, including the top prize in
Berlin for “Taxi” in 2015, and best screenplay at
Cannes for his film “Three Faces” in 2018. He was

arrested in 2010 following his support for anti-
government protests and later convicted of “pro-
paganda against the system”. The six-year sen-
tence he is now serving relates to that conviction.

The current repression in Iran, which comes
one year into the rule of President Ebrahim Raisi,
the ultra-conservative former judiciary chief, is
not only targeted at artists. Regime critics from a
wide range of sectors have been arrested, from
trade union activists, to campaigners against the
enforced wearing of the headscarf for women, to
religious minorities. International film festivals,
including Venice and Cannes, have called for the
filmmakers’ release.— AFP

Jailed Iran filmmakers 
vow to keep creating

Finnish actor Antti Virmavirta (left), Finnish director Hanna Vastinsalo (3rd left), Finnish actress Riitta Havukainen
(center), Finnish actor leo Sjoman (2nd right) and Finnish actress Emma Kilpimaa (right) arrive on September 4, 2022
for the film ‘Palimpsest’ presented in the Biennale College Cinema section during the 79th Venice International Film
Festival at Lido di Venezia in Venice, Italy.  — AFP photos

British singer and actor Harry Styles (right) waves as he arrives at the pier of the Excelsior Hotel during the 79th
Venice International Film Festival at Lido di Venezia in Venice, on September 5, 2022. 

Fans went wild for the arrival of music star
Harry Styles in Venice on Monday, but any
discussion of controversies around his film

“Don’t Worry Darling” was quickly shut down. The
mere presence of the 28-year-old in the film-a
dystopia about a seemingly-perfect community
with dark secrets-has ensured the internet is awash
with unsubstantiated gossip.

Claims that the film’s lead star, Florence Pugh, fell
out with director Olivia Wilde over the latter’s rela-
tionship with Styles have been denied but continue to
keep tongues wagging. And there was further grist to
the mill when Pugh failed to show up for the film’s
press conference in Venice-though she was due to
walk the red carpet for the premiere later on Monday.

Wilde had clearly had her fill of the rumors. “As
for all the endless tabloid gossip and all the noise
out there, the internet feeds itself, I don’t feel the
need to contribute, I think it’s sufficiently well-nour-
ished,” Wilde told reporters. Pugh, who plays a
housewife determined to reveal the community’s
secrets, was reportedly late to Venice because she

was filming “Dune: Part Two” in Hungary. “Florence
is a force and we’re so grateful that she’s able to
make it tonight despite being in production on
‘Dune’,” Wilde said. “I can’t say enough how hon-
ored I am to have her as our lead.”

‘Very lucky’ 
With millions of fans hanging on his every word,

Styles was typically cautious. Asked about balancing
his acting and music careers, Styles said he found
them “opposite in a lot of ways”. “Making music is a
really personal thing. There’s aspects of acting
where you’re drawing from experience, but for the
most part you’re pretending to play someone else.
That’s what I find the most fun about it,” he said.

He will soon also be seen in “My Policeman”,
having a passionate same-sex affair at a time when
homosexuality was illegal in Britain. But Styles was
non-committal about whether more acting was in
his future. “I feel very lucky that I get to do some-
thing that I love as a job and being able to explore
this has made me feel even luckier,” he said. “In

terms of the future, I try not to think about it too
much... one day at a time.”

Wilde said she hopes “Don’t Worry Darling” will
generate discussion about patriarchal control at a
contentious moment in US politics. “It’s unfortu-
nately very timely but it’s also timeless. I don’t think
there’ll ever be a time when the idea of controlling

someone’s body is not relevant to fight against,”
Wilde said. “We want women to feel they are being
heard and to feel inspired by... the kind of revolu-
tionary who’s willing to sacrifice everything to do
what’s right,” she added. “Those are the super-
heroes I want to see at this time.”—AFP 

Venice gets a dose 
of Harry Styles fever

Harry Styles performs on NBC’s ‘Today’ morning television show in New York City. —AFP 

In one of the most unexpected movie
comebacks ever, Brendan Fraser trans-
formed into a morbidly obese man for

“The Whale” that premiered at the Venice
Film Festival Sunday and made him an
instant frontrunner for an Oscar. One of the
biggest names in Hollywood in the 1990s,
Fraser starred in a string of family friendly
blockbusters as a muscle-bound hunk in
films like “George of the Jungle” and “The
Mummy”, before his cinema career fell off
in the late 2000s. But his return as Charlie,
a 600-pound (250-kilo) English professor
trying to reconnect with his daughter, has
drawn instant acclaim.

“I needed to learn to absolutely move in

a new way,” Fraser told reporters in Venice.
“I developed muscles I didn’t know I had. I
even felt a sense of vertigo at the end of the
day when all the appliances were removed,
as you do stepping off the boat here in
Venice.” The movie is the latest from US
director Darren Aronofsky, who won the
top prize, the Golden Lion, in Venice in
2008 for “The Wrestler”, and is known for
dark indie films such as “Black Swan” and
“Requiem for a Dream”. “The Whale”, how-
ever, has a profoundly optimistic attitude.

Praise for Fraser 
As the story unfolds, the reasons for

Charlie’s obesity emerge-rooted in trauma

linked to his sexuality and religion-but he
never allows them to darken his view of the
world. “Charlie is by far the most heroic
man I’ve ever played,” Fraser said. “His
superpower is to see the good in others and
bring that out in them.” Aronofsky said this
was “the most important message to put
out in the world”.

“Everyone’s leaning into the cynicism and
darkness and giving up hope, and it’s exact-
ly what we don’t need right now. We have to
lean into (the idea that) underneath it all, we
really do care about each other,” the 53-
year-old director said. While the film drew
some criticism for being a “soupy melodra-
ma”, in the words of Screen Daily, there was
near-unanimous praise for Fraser’s perform-
ance. “The Brendanaissance is on! Fraser
gives a towering performance, in every
sense of the word,” wrote IndieWire.
Deadline said “a never-better” Fraser is now
“at the front of the Best Actor race”.

‘Lighthouse in a dark sea’ 
There have been some grumblings in the

US press about whether an obese person
should have been cast in the role. On that
point, Aronofsky said: “I considered every-
one, every kind of movie star on the planet,
but none of it ever clicked. “Then, a couple
years ago, I caught a trailer for a Brazilian
movie, kinda low budget. Brendan had a
part in it and a lightbulb went off.” “The
Whale” was originally a play by Samuel D
Hunter, who helped adapt it for the screen.
“I wrote this character from a very personal
place. I have a history of self-medicating
with food. I was a gay kid in a fundamental-
ist religious high school,” he said in Venice.
“I was afraid to write it. The only way I
could do it was write it from a place of love
and empathy... I wanted him to be a light-
house in a dark sea.” —AFP 

Brendan Fraser makes 
Whale-sized comeback in Venice

Spanish actress Penelope Cruz arrives on September 4, 2022 for the screening of
the film ‘L’Immensita’ (Immensity) presented in the Venezia 79 competition as part
of the 79th Venice International Film Festival at Lido di Venezia in Venice, Italy. 

US actress Sadie Sink arrives on September 4, 2022 for the screening of the film ‘The
Whale’ presented in the Venezia 79 competition as part of the 79th Venice International
Film Festival at Lido di Venezia in Venice, Italy. —AFP photos


