
NEW YORK: Australia’s Nick Kyrgios sent defend-
ing champion Daniil Medvedev tumbling out of the
US Open on Sunday as US teenager Coco Gauff
reached the quarter-finals for the first time. The
notoriously temperamental 23rd-seeded Kyrgios
produced some scintillating shot-making on his way
to a superb 7-6 (13/11), 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 win over the
world number one from Russia.

Kyrgios, who was beaten by Novak Djokovic in
the Wimbledon final in July, showed grit and compo-
sure to save three set points in the opening set
before holding his nerve to win an epic tie-break
13/11 before a raucous Arthur Ashe Stadium crowd.
Although Kyrgios dropped the second set, he roared
back to dominate Medvedev in the third and fourth
sets to clinch victory in 2hr 53min.

“It was an amazing match, obviously Daniil as the
defending champion had a lot of pressure on his
shoulders, but I’ve been playing amazing the last
couple of months,” Kyrgios said after the win. “What
a place to do it-packed house in New York. I’m
extremely blessed.” Medvedev meanwhile said the
mercurial Kyrgios had elevated his play to the same
level as great such as Rafael Nadal and Djokovic.

“Nick today played kind of at the level of Novak
and Rafa,” said the 26-year-old after seeing 21 aces
and 53 winners whizz past him. “If he plays like this
until the end of the tournament, he has all the
chances to win it.” Kyrgios will face Karen
Khachanov in the quarter-finals on Tuesday.
Khachanov equalled his best performance in a
Grand Slam event by defeating Spanish 12th seed
Pablo Carreno Busta in a 3hr 21min five-set thriller.

The 27th-seeded Khachanov dug deep to down
Carreno Busta 4-6, 6-3, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 on the Louis
Armstrong Stadium. Elsewhere in the fourth round
on Sunday, fifth seed Casper Ruud became the first

Norwegian man to reach the US Open quarter-finals
with a 6-1, 6-2, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2 victory over French
lucky loser Corentin Moutet. The 23-year-old Ruud,
seeded fifth, will face Italy’s Matteo Berrettini for a
place in the semi-finals.

Berrettini extended his impressive run of recent
Grand Slam singles performances with a 3-6, 7-6
(7/2), 6-3, 4-6, 6-2 defeat of Spain’s Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina. The 26-year-old from Rome
missed Wimbledon earlier this year after testing
positive for Covid-19, and was injured for the French
Open. But Berrettini has now made the quarter-finals
or better in the last five Grand Slams he has played
in after Sunday’s win. “It’s not a secret for me the
Slams are the goal of the season,” he said. “I think it
proves that my level is high in Slams ... I play my best
tennis in the most important stages of the tour.”

Gauff marches on 
In the women’s draw meanwhile, rising American

star Gauff kept home hopes alive with a battling 7-5,
7-5 win over China’s Zhang Shuai on the Arthur
Ashe Stadium. The 18-year-old 12th seed will now
play France’s in-form Caroline Garcia for a place in
the semi-finals. Garcia, the world number 17, has
emerged as a dark horse in New York despite a
modest record in Grand Slams. The 28-year-old
reached her only other Grand Slam last-eight on
home ground at Roland Garros five years ago. But
she arrived in New York brimming with confidence
after claiming the Cincinnati Masters lead-in event,
and so far at the Open has yet to drop a set.

Tomljanovic ousts Samsonova 
Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic followed up her vic-

tory over Serena Williams with another battling per-
formance to beat Liudmila Samsonova and reach the

quarter-finals of the US Open on Sunday.
Tomljanovic-who knocked out tennis icon Williams
in the third round on Friday-advanced to the last
eight with a 7-6 (10/8), 6-1 victory over Samsonova.
The 29-year-old world number 46 will play either
Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur or Russia’s Veronika
Kudermetova in the quarters. “The fact that I won,
I’m still a little speechless,” Tomljanovic said after
her win.

Tomljanovic was set on the path to victory after a
dramatic opening set which lasted 1hr 22mins. She

saved seven set points in an epic near 20-minute
10th game to hold serve at 4-5 down. She then
saved another in the tie-break before clinching the
set. “I don’t know that it’s 20 minutes ... If I knew it
was that long I would probably panic a little bit,”
Tomljanovic said of the marathon 10th game. “I think
it was just about staying in the moment. I just try to
stay as calm as possible because inside I’m dying.”
After the marathon the first set, the second set was
one more-sided with Tomljanovic wasting no time in
wrapping up the victory. — AFP 
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Kyrgios stuns Medvedev at 
US Open as Gauff advances

Tomljanovic ousts Samsonova to reach US Open quarters

NEW YORK: Nick Kyrgios of Australia throws his racket to the ground against Daniil Medvedev of Russia during
their Men’s Singles Fourth Round match on Day Seven of the 2022 US Open at USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center on September 04, 2022. — AFP 

Lopez wins LPGA 
Dana Open with 
late birdie charge
WASHINGTON: Mexico’s Gaby Lopez birdied the
last three holes for the second consecutive day to fire
an eight-under par 63 on Sunday and win the LPGA
Dana Open by one stroke. World number 67 Lopez
outdueled American Megan Khang down the stretch
to finish 72 holes on 18-under 266 over a rain-soft-
ened Highland Meadows layout in Sylvania, Ohio.

The 28-year-old from Mexico City delivered a
bogey-free final round for her third career LPGA
title after winning at China’s Blue Bay in 2018 and
taking the 2020 Tournament of Champions. “I didn’t
really bring an attitude,” Lopez said. “It was more of
creating a quiet space before hitting the golf ball
and committing to that before every single ball.

“It’s so easy to get ahead of yourself, especially
coming down the stretch, but if you keep it in the
present, that’s when magic happens.” Khang was
second, her best LPGA result, on 267 after a closing
64 with Germany’s Caroline Masson third on 268
and US teen Lucy Li, Chinese teen Yin Ruoning and
American Sarah Schmelzel on 269. Lopez, who
began the round four strokes off the pace, sank a
crucial 15-foot birdie putt at the par-5 18th to finish
ahead of Khang, with a scream and fist pump of
delight after the feat.

“I knew I had to make it because Megan was
going to make hers,” Lopez said. “What I thought
was I practiced exactly for this moment. I want to
be here and I’m just going to take care of this
putt.” Lopez shook off short missed putts to birdie
five of her last nine holes. “Having that calmness
and quiet space was exactly what we were work-
ing on. And it has paid off,” Lopez said. “It just
gets more simple if I do that, not overthinking. Not
making more drama than it is.”

Khang had reeled off six birdies in a nine-hole
span to grab the lead, a run that started at the third,
fifth and par-3 sixth holes. She added a three-foot
birdie putt at the par-3 eighth, a 20-footer for
birdie at the ninth and a 12-foot birdie putt at the
11th to reach 16-under and seize the lead alone.
Playing partner Lopez made a run of four birdies in
eight holes from the third through 10th and sank
another at 13 to move one off the lead.

Khang escaped a fairway bunker to par the 15th
but Lopez had a tap-in birdie at the 16th to grab a
share of the lead. Lopez blasted out of a bunker at
the par-5 17th to inches from the cup and tapped in
for birdie, grabbing the lead alone after Khang
lipped out on an eight-foot birdie putt. Both blast-
ed out of greenside bunkers at the par-5 18th,
Khang setting up a tap in while Lopez left herself
15 feet over a ridge from the fringe and made the
tricky putt. —AFP 

OHIO: Gaby Lopez of Mexico kisses the trophy after win-
ning the Dana Open presented by Marathon at Highland
Meadows Golf Club on September 04, 2022. — AFP 

Johnson wins the LIV 
Golf Boston in playoff
NEW YORK: Dustin Johnson rattled in a monster
eagle putt at the first playoff hole to win the LIV
Golf Invitational Boston, upstaging the raft of new-
comers to the breakaway circuit. Johnson emerged
triumphant from a three-way playoff that also fea-
tured Chile’s Joaquin Niemann and India’s Anirban
Lahiri, both making their debuts in the controversial
Saudi-backed series.

All three finished 54 holes at International Golf
Club on 15-under par. World number two and reign-
ing British Open champion, Cameron Smith, finished
a shot back on 14-under in his LIV Golf debut, tying
for fourth with England’s Lee Westwood, who
charged into contention with an eight-under par 62
but bogeyed his last hole to miss the playoff.

Johnson carded a five-under par 65 on Sunday,
his sixth birdie of the day at the 13th, putting him
atop the leaderboard at 15-under. He wouldn’t make
another birdie, however, needing par saves at the
par-three 17th and 18th to make the playoff. Johnson
didn’t hold back on his playoff putt, sending it racing
up the hill. The ball hesitated when it hit the lip, then
hit the back edge of the cup and bounced in.

“Yeah, it was going a little fast, but it was a good
line,” said Johnson, adding he felt the 18th “owed me
one” after his second shot in regulation ended up in
the underbrush alongside the giant scoreboard
behind the green. Lahiri was first in the clubhouse on
15-under, and could have sealed the win at his final
hole of regulation, the 18th, where his six-foot eagle

putt circled the cup but didn’t drop. His six-under 64
featured an eagle and six birdies, but after finding
the fairway at the first playoff hole, he missed the
green with his second shot.

He chipped to five feet for a birdie chance only
for Johnson to seal the win. Niemann booked his
playoff spot with his fifth birdie of regulation at
the 18th. But his tee shot in the playoff hit a spec-
tator before settling in the right rough, and he was
in a greenside bunker from there. Johnson, who
finished eighth in the inaugural LIV Golf event in
London, fourth in Portland and third at Bedminster,
became the first American to lift the individual tro-
phy in the series.

He pocketed a $4 million first prize along with
$750,000 as his share of the team first prize for
his 4 Aces outfit, which finished two strokes better
than Lahiri’s Crushers. The massive purses, along
with reported signing bonuses to top players, have
the established PGA Tour and DP World Tour
scrambling to retain their talent - the PGA Tour
promptly banning any player who tees it up in LIV
Golf even as they move to create more lucrative
events on their own circuit. LIV Golf, backed by
the almost unlimited resources of Saudi Arabia’s
sovereign wealth Public Investment Fund has also
been accused of “sportswashing” the kingdom’s
human rights record. —AFP 

BOLTON: Dustin Johnson of United States hits his tee shot on the 16th hole during the final round of the LIV Golf
Invitational - Boston at The Oaks golf course on September 04, 2022. —AFP 

Power stretches
IndyCar lead as
McLaughlin wins 
LOS ANGELES: Australian Will Power tightened
his grip on the Indycar season title while Penske
Racing teammate Scott McLaughlin of New
Zealand captured Sunday’s Portland Grand Prix
with a dominant performance. Pole-sitter
McLaughlin captured his third career IndyCar vic-
tory after leading 104 of 110 laps on the 12-turn,
1.964-mile road course at Portland (Oregon)
International Raceway. “The car felt good in that
first stint but as the race went on it got a little bit
worse,” McLaughlin said. “I just had to concentrate
on where the strengths were in the car and try to
work with those and the weaknesses, make the best
of them.”

Power finished second and stretched his season
points edge from only three to 523-503 over
American Josef Newgarden and New Zealand’s
Scott Dixon with the 17-race campaign concluding
next Sunday at Laguna Seca, where a podium finish
would be enough to secure the crown for Power.
“That’s still very tough,” Power said. “We’re in the
best position. We’ve got the best shot. We’ll do
everything we can.”

Dixon, chasing a record-tying seventh career
season title, was third after having started 16th and
jumping from sixth to third after a restart with 22
laps remaining. “We had to drive through the field,”
Dixon said. “We tried as hard as possible on that last
run. “We’re still in the fight. Anything is possible.
We’re in it and we’ll never give up until it’s over.”
Newgarden finished eighth but has a season-high
five race wins for a tie-breaker edge over all rivals.

“We’ll go to Laguna and just try to be fast,”
Newgarden said. “We’re going to go and try to win
that race and go for broke.” Indianapolis 500 win-
ner Marcus Ericsson of Sweden, 39 points back, and
McLaughlin, 41 adrift, have longshot title chances.

“Yeah, we’re a longshot but I don’t care,”
McLaughlin said. “We have a shot and I’m looking
forward to it.” McLaughlin, who also won this year
at St. Petersburg and Mid-Ohio, took his seventh
podium of the season and fourth in five races to stay
in the season championship chase.

“We did exactly what we needed to do this
weekend and that was win and get max points, keep
ourselves in the fight,” McLaughlin said. Power won
his only IndyCar season crown in 2014 while
Newgarden took titles in 2017 and 2019 and was
runner-up the past two years. “I want to win this
championship for the guys that have been with me
for more than a decade,” Power said. “They deserve
it for the pain over the years of losing so many.”

McLaughlin and front-row neighbor Power
stayed 1-2 from the start through the last pit stops.
Dutchman Rinus VeeKay knocked American Jimmie
Johnson into the outer wall of the main straightaway
on lap 84 to bring out the only caution flag and set
up a restart with 22 laps remaining. On the restart,
Mexico’s Pato O’Ward bumped Power and blocked
Dixon in the sharp right-hand first turn, race control
forcing O’Ward to let Dixon overtake him for third
for the violation. —AFP 

INDIANAPOLIS: Scott McLaughlin, driver of the #3
Gallagher Dallara/Chevrolet, drives during practice for
NTT IndyCar Series Gallagher Grand Prix at Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. —AFP 

Fun factor drives 
Garcia into maiden 
US Open quarters
NEW YORK: Caroline Garcia swept into the US
Open quarter-finals for the first time on Sunday and
credited her success to “having fun” which has not
always been the case for the powerful
Frenchwoman. World number 17 Garcia, who
reached her only other Grand Slam last-eight on
home ground at Roland Garros five years ago, won
through 6-4, 6-1 over Alison Riske-Amritraj.

She now goes on to face American teenager
Coco Gauff for a place in the semi-finals. The 28-
year-old Garcia is in a rich vein of form, having
arrived in New York on the back of a title run in
Cincinnati and is on a 12-match win streak. The title
in the American midwest was her third of the year
after Warsaw and Bad Hamborg.

With six of the top 10 women’s seeds already
eliminated in New York, Garcia is widely regarded
as being amongst the title favorites. Garcia has fired
26 aces so far, has yet to drop a set and has lost
serve only twice, winning 33 of 35 service games.
“To get wins, definitely helps to be happy, to know
which way you have to play, to be healthy, it’s a lot
of positives,” said Garcia. “I like to play tennis
aggressive, to move forward. I’m having fun, enjoy-
ing playing that way, and on top of it I’m glad it’s
working and it’s a good way for me.”

Garcia was thrust into the sport’s spotlight in
2011 when as an unknown 17-year-old, and ranked
188, she led Maria Sharapova by a set and 4-1 at the
French Open. The occasion eventually proved too
much of a burden and Sharapova triumphed.
However, British star Andy Murray was so
impressed by what he had seen he tweeted his con-
fidence that Garcia would be a future world number
one. Murray’s bold prediction has yet to materialise
with Garcia reaching a career high of four in the
world in 2018. —AFP 


