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MILAN: Roma’s unbeaten start to the Serie A season 
came to a sobering end as they suffered a 4-0 thrash-
ing at Udinese on Sunday, missing out on the chance to 
reclaim top spot. Jose Mourinho’s side had only con-
ceded one goal in their opening four games of the 
campaign, but were dismantled at the Stadio Friuli. “I’d 
prefer to lose one match 4-0 than four matches 1-0, 
because ultimately we only dropped three points rather 
than 12,” Mourinho told DAZN. 

“It’s tough for us and the fans to swallow, but this is 
life. We have another game on Thursday and we go 
forward.” Roma, who ended a 61-year wait for a 
European trophy by winning last season’s Europa 
Conference League, visit Bulgarian champions 
Ludogorets Razgrad in their Europa League group-
stage opener on Thursday. Teenage wing-back Destiny 
Udogie, on loan from Tottenham, put Udinese into a 
fifth-minute lead as he pounced on a Rick Karsdorp 
error to score for the second time in three games. 

The hosts doubled their advantage 11 minutes into 
the second half as Roma goalkeeper Rui Patricio 
allowed Lazar Samardzic’s long-range strike to bounce 
into the net. Roberto Pereyra curled a fine shot past 
Patricio with quarter of an hour remaining to put the 
game to bed. Sandi Lovric added to Roma’s woes in 
the 82nd minute by finishing off a counter-attack, 
sending Udinese above their opponents into fourth 
place. Napoli lead the standings on goal difference 
from reigning champions AC Milan, who edged out city 
rivals Inter 3-2 at the San Siro on Saturday. —AFP
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Three things we  
learned from the  
Premier League 

 
LONDON: Manchester United burst Arsenal’s 
bubble as Antony grabbed a debut goal in his 
side’s win over the Premier League leaders. 
Jurgen Klopp admits injury-hit Liverpool are not 
in sync yet, while VAR was widely panned after a 
rash of controversial decisions. AFP Sport looks 
at three things we learned from the Premier 
League this weekend: 

 
Antony adds new dimension  

Antony’s Manchester United debut was only 
eight minutes old when the Brazilian introduced 
himself to Old Trafford in flamboyant fashion. 
Backed up against the touchline by two Arsenal 
defenders and with seemingly nowhere to turn, 
Antony left his markers bewildered with a sub-
lime backheel that picked out Diogo Dalot. 
Dalot’s cross almost brought a goal for Christian 
Eriksen and Antony’s approval rating was already 
rising among the captivated crowd. 

The 22-year-old was just getting started as he 
unfurled an array of tricks and flicks before mark-
ing his debut with a composed finish to put 
United ahead in the 35th minute. Signed from Ajax 
for £82 million ($94 million) on Thursday, Antony 
already looks to the manor born. It was Marcus 
Rashford’s second half brace that proved Arsenal’s 
downfall as the leaders were beaten for the first 
time this season, giving resurgent United a fourth 
successive victory. But Antony was the player 
who United’s jubilant fans left talking about. 

 
Klopp frustrated  

Liverpool’s latest failure to take maximum 
points left Jurgen Klopp a picture of frustration 
after Saturday’s goalless Merseyside derby at 
Everton. Klopp’s side have dropped nine points 
from their first six games after Everton keeper 
Jordan Pickford produced a series of fine saves to 
keep the visitors at bay. Liverpool’s stuttering 
start has been fuelled by a fatal combination of 
midfield injuries and growing pains for an attack 
still getting used to life without Sadio Mane. 
Jordan Henderson, Thiago Alcantara, and Naby 
Keita were among seven players unavailable for 
the derby and Liverpool’s midfield lacked cohe-
sion as a result. 

Although Liverpool scored nine against 
Bournemouth last month, their front three have 
rarely fired on all cylinders in the other games. 
That was the case against Everton as some poor 
finishing from new signing Darwin Nunez-landed 
from Benfica to replace Mane after his move to 
Bayern Munich-proved especially costly for the 
Reds. “We have to get through this period, how it 
is, because, yes, players are coming back but they 
have to be reintegrated. We cannot just bring 
them back to play 90 minutes or whatever,” 
Klopp said. “I know that Darwin will score in 
these moments in the future, that is clear.” 

 
VAR under fire 

The Video Assistant Referee system was back 
into the spotlight after a series of debatable deci-
sions across the weekend. Much-maligned ever 
since its introduction in the 2019-20 season, VAR is 
once again in the dock, accused of ruining matches 
and robbing teams with its constant nit-picking. 

There was a fresh blow for VAR’s dwindling 
number of advocates on Sunday when referees’ 
body PGMOL effectively admitted the decisions 
to disallow goals at Chelsea and Newcastle on 
Saturday were wrong and promised to “fully co-
operate” with a Premier League review of the 
incidents. The Professional Game Match Officials’ 
Board took the rare step of “acknowledging” the 
specific controversies in a statement on Sunday, 
and accepted the Premier League’s request for an 
additional investigation. 

West Ham were denied a late equaliser in their 
2-1 defeat against Chelsea when Maxwel Cornet’s 
effort was ruled out for Jarrod Bowen’s soft chal-
lenge on Blues keeper Edouard Mendy seconds 
earlier. Hammers boss David Moyes branded VAR 
official Jarred Gillett unfit for duty after confronting 
referee Andy Madley following the “ridiculously 
bad decision”. Newcastle had to settle for a 0-0 
draw with Crystal Palace after a Tyrick Mitchell 
own goal was controversially disallowed. —AFP

Mainz end Borussia  
Gladbach’s unbeaten  
start in Bundesliga 

 
BERLIN: Mainz ended Borussia Moenchengladbach’s 
unbeaten start to the Bundesliga on Sunday as left-
back Aaron Martin scored a second-half winner in a 1-
0 victory. Gladbach could have gone level on points 
with third-placed Bayern Munich and Union Berlin 
with a win at Borussia Park, but were made to pay for 
Ko Itakura’s red card in the 53rd minute. 

Spaniard Martin curled the resulting free-kick into 
the top corner and Mainz held on to move above their 
opponents into fifth place. Earlier on Sunday, Hertha 
Berlin won for the first time this season with a 2-0 
success at Augsburg as Dodi Lukebakio and Marco 
Richter found the net. Freiburg lead the early table on 
goal difference from Borussia Dortmund, after previ-
ous pace-setters and reigning champions Bayern were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Union on Saturday. —AFP
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Nigeria and  
South Africa miss  
out on CHAN finals  

 
JOHANNESBURG: Nigeria and South Africa will 
be notable absentees from the African Nations 
Championship after qualifying for the 2022 finals in 
Algeria concluded on Sunday. Ghana pipped arch-
rivals Nigeria on penalties after a 2-2 aggregate 
draw, while South Africa slumped to a 4-1 loss at 
home to Angola, who triumphed 6-1 overall. 

Leading nations who will be at the seventh edi-
tion of the tournament reserved for home-based 
stars include Senegal , t i t le-holders Morocco, 
Cameroon and the Ivory Coast. Trailing 2-0 after the 
first leg, Nigeria staged a late rally in Abuja to win 
the return match 2-0 through goals from Zulkifilu 
Rabiu and Chijioke Akuneto, from an added-time 

penalty. Ghana converted all five spot-kicks in the 
shootout while Maurice Ugochukwu missed to elim-
inate 2018 runners-up Nigeria. 

The dramatic victory took two-time beaten final-
ists Ghana back to the finals after failing to qualify 
for the last three editions. Although Nigeria boast 
one of the stronger national leagues in Africa, they 
have reached the finals only three times, with their 
qualifying failures including a stunning 2020 loss to 
Togo. In Soweto, South Africa got off to a great 
start with Prince Nxumalo halving the aggregate 
deficit by nodding home a free-kick just six minutes 
into the first half. 

 
Disaster strikes 

But disaster struck for the home side on 39 min-
utes when an attempted headed clearance by Mosa 
Lebusa looped over goalkeeper Reyaad Pieterse 
into his own net. It left South Africa needing to 
score three unanswered goals to survive with a 
team sorely weakened by the absence of stars on 
club duty. 

Angola grew stronger as the second half pro-
gressed with Jaredi Teixeira a constant menace on 
the left wing. He set up the second and fourth 
goa ls  for  Deiv i  Viera  and Danie l  Ki lo la , and 
Joaquim Paciencia netted the third with a free-kick 
that f lew in off the underside of the crossbar. 
Cameroon, fourth when they hosted the 2020 tour-
nament, netted twice late in the opening half to 
beat Equatorial Guinea 2-0 and squeeze through 
having lost 1-0 away. 

Djawal Kaiba broke the deadlock on 43 minutes 
in the northwestern city of Garoua and Souaaibou 
Marou snatched what proved the crucial goal in 
stoppage time. There was an even closer call for 
the Ivory Coast, who beat Burkina Faso on penal-
ties after both legs finished 0-0. Indian Ocean 
nation Madagascar will be the only tournament 
debutants-despite being held 1-1 by Botswana in 
Antananarivo they progressed 2-1 on aggregate. 
FIFA classify Nations Championship matches as 
full internationals and the results count toward its 
world rankings. —AFP

Shock Maritzburg’s  
win knocks Orlando  
Pirates off the top 

 
JOHANNESBURG: French forward Amadou Soukouna 
converted a penalty to give Maritzburg United a shock 
1-0 South African Premiership win on Sunday over 
Orlando Pirates, who dropped from first to third. The 
controversial winner came on 80 minutes with Ghana 
goalkeeper Richard Ofori getting both hands to the 
spot-kick without stopping it entering the net. Pirates 

were furious after the penalty was awarded, and replays 
seemed to justify the anger of Nigeria defender Olisa 
Ndah, who was harshly judged to have pushed Siboniso 
Conco. 

It was only the second win in seven league matches for 
Maritzburg this season under new coach and former 
Malawi star John Maduka, and their first victory over 
Pirates since 2016. Maximum points in front of a capacity 
12,000 crowd in the eastern city of Pietermaritzburg lifted 
United three places to seventh. Pirates are among the 
three most successful and popular clubs in South Africa, 
but have not won the Premiership since 2012, when former 
Netherlands defender Ruud Krol was the coach. 

Spaniard Jose Riveiro is the latest man in charge of 
the Soweto Buccaneers and a major concern for the 46-
year-old must be scoring only four goals in seven league 

outings. Giant Cameroonian Bienvenu Eva Nga was 
signed from fellow Premiership outfit Chippa United 
during the close season, but has netted just once and 
made little impact against Maritzburg. With Pirates los-
ing, Durban club Royal AM became the new leaders of 
the richest national league in Africa with a 15 million rand 
($865,000/870,000 euros) first prize. 

Mfundo Thikazi scored in each half to give Royal, in 
only their second top-flight season, a 2-1 win over strug-
gling Sekhukhune United in northern city Polokwane. 
Second-last Sekhukhune have taken only one point from 
their last four matches under Zimbabwean coach 
Kaitano Tembo, who joined during the close season. 
Royal have 13 points, fellow Durban club AmaZulu and 
Pirates 11 and defending champions Mamelodi 
Sundowns and promoted Richards Bay. —AFP 


