
DUBAI: A key partnership between Mohammad 
Rizwan and Mohammad Nawaz set up a thrilling five-
wicket win for Pakistan in their opening Super Four 
game against India in the Asia Cup on Sunday. 
Chasing 182 for victory, Pakistan achieved their target 
with one ball to spare in Dubai after Rizwan hit 71 and 
the left-handed Nawaz, who was promoted to number 
four, made 42. 

Rizwan was out after his second successive half-cen-
tury in the 17th over but Khushdil Shah, with his unbeat-
en 14, and Asif Ali, who made 16 off eight balls, made 
sure Pakistan got over the line in a tense final over 
bowled by Arshdeep Singh. Reprieved after Arshdeep 
dropped an easy catch at short third man, Asif hit a six 
and two fours before falling with two balls left, leaving 
Iftikhar Ahmed to score the remaining two runs. 

“There was positive pressure,” said Nawaz, who also 
returned bowling figures of 1-25 with his left-arm spin. 
“I felt I have to play well for my team and that time it 
was 10 runs per over and I knew I can do this. I just had 
to focus on my batting and execute the skills.” It was the 
second meeting in the tournament between the arch-
rivals, who only play each other in multi-nation events 
due to political tensions, after India’s group-stage win. 

Earlier, Virat Kohli’s 60 guided India to 181-7 after 
being put in to bat. Pakistan started their chase cau-
tiously and lost skipper Babar Azam for 14 with leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi luring the batsman into a chip 
straight to mid-wicket. The in-form Rizwan, who made 
43 and 78 in the previous two matches, hit back with 
three boundaries off pace bowler Hardik Pandya and a 
six in the next over. 

He put on 41 with Fakhar Zaman who played a 
scratchy knock of 15 before falling to Yuzvendra 
Chahal’s leg-spin. Pakistan promoted the left-handed 
Nawaz, primarily a spinner, to up the scoring and he 
delivered by promptly hitting a four and six. “To play 
such an innings in a high-pressure game has given me 
confidence and made me grow as a player,” said 
Nawaz. “I will try to live up to the expectations which 
will rise (after this innings) and perform like a proper 
all-rounder.” 

Rizwan, who hurt himself keeping wicket after land-

ing awkwardly on his right leg but was able to contin-
ue, anchored the innings and reached fifty in 37 balls. 
Nawaz smashed five fours and two sixes in his 20-ball 
blitz and stood firm with Rizwan before getting out to 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. 

Pandya removed Rizwan as India sensed a turn-
around but the left-handed Khushdil and Asif complet-
ed the chase as Pakistan avenged their loss to India last 
weekend. Star batsman Kohli, who hit 60 off 44 balls 
before being run out in the final over, helped India sur-
vive a middle-order stutter to post a competitive total. 
He reached his 32nd T20 international half-century in 
36 balls with a six off pace bowler Mohammad Hasnain 
amid chants of “Kohli, Kohli” at a packed stadium. 

Kohli, who has slowly come out his lean patch with 
scores of 35 and 59 in the previous two matches, held 
the innings together despite a middle-order stutter and 
stood strong before being run out in the final over. “The 
form is brilliant,” skipper Rohit Sharma said of Kohli. 
“Needed someone to bat long when the others were 
getting out. He batted with that tempo as well. Virat 
getting that score was crucial from the team’s point of 
view.” Leg-spinner Shadab Khan stood out for Pakistan 
with figures of 2-31 from his four overs. — AFP 
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Villarreal demolish Elche to  
extend strong La Liga start

Valencia hammer Getafe 5-1, Athletic Bilbao’s unbeaten run ends

VALENCIA: Villarreal’s Spanish forward Jose Luis Morales (right) scores a goal past Elche’s Spanish goalkeeper Edgar Badia during the Spanish league football match on September 4, 2022. — AFP 

MADRID: Villarreal thrashed struggling Elche 4-0 
in La Liga on Sunday to keep their unbeaten start 
intact and stay within two points of leaders Real 
Madrid. Gerard Moreno and Giovani Lo Celso 
scored in the first half before Francis Coquelin and 
Jose Luis Morales struck in the closing minutes. 

Unai Emery’s side are the only team yet to con-
cede a goal in the Spanish top flight and sit level on 
10 points with Barcelona. Athletic Bilbao’s unbeaten 

run ended with a 1-0 home loss to Espanyol as 
Martin Braithwaite scored on his debut days after 
his contract with Barcelona was terminated. 
Valencia hammered Getafe 5-1 with Gennaro 
Gattuso’s team bouncing back from consecutive 
one-goal losses. Osasuna won for the third time in 
four games courtesy of Ruben Garcia’s late goal in a 
2-1 victory over Rayo Vallecano. 

Meanwhile, Robert Lewandowski scored again 

as Barcelona defeated Sevilla 3-0 in La Liga on 
Saturday, while Real Madrid made it four wins from 
four with victory over Real Betis. Barcelona rode 
their lucky early on at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan 
as Marc-Andre ter Stegen denied Ivan Rakitic and 
Youssef En-Nesyri before the visitors struck 
against the run of play. 

Raphinha headed in the rebound after 
Lewandowski’s dinked effort was cleared off the 

line, but the Poland star didn’t need long to get on 
the scoresheet himself. Lewandowski controlled a 
flighted pass from Jules Kounde on his chest and 
volleyed past Bono for his fifth league goal in four 
appearances. Eric Garcia tapped in Barcelona’s 
third five minutes after half-time after Raphinha’s 
cross was nodded across goal by Kounde, who was 
sold by Sevilla for 50 million euros ($49.8 million) 
this summer. —  AFP  

PARIS: Belgium international Lois Openda scored a 
late equalizer as 10-man Lens drew 1-1 at Reims on 
Sunday to remain unbeaten in Ligue 1 this season. 
Arsenal loanee Folarin Balogun struck his fifth goal in 
six games to put Reims ahead shortly after Deiver 
Machado’s red card midway through the second half. 

Openda netted for the fourth match running to 
earn Franck Haise’s side a point, although they 
dropped two behind Paris Saint-Germain and 
Marseille at the top. “We can be satisfied we didn’t 
accept defeat with 10 men, because that’s now 14 
matches without losing going back to last season,” 
said Haise. “That means we have a lot of character.” 
Monaco defeated struggling Cote d’Azur rivals Nice 
1-0 as Breel Embolo headed in the only goal in the 
second half. 

Nice have won just once in six matches under 
Lucien Favre this term after challenging for a 
Champions League place last season with 
Christophe Galtier. Jonathan David bagged a brace 
as Lille won 3-1 at Montpellier, who played the sec-
ond half a man down after Valere Germain’s dismissal. 
Elye Wahi opened the scoring for Montpellier, with 
David on target either side of a goal from former 
Manchester United youngster Angel Gomes. Troyes 
clung on for a 1-1 draw at home to Rennes despite 
playing over an hour with 10 men. 

Ike Ugbo struck first before Baptiste Santamaria 
levelled for Rennes. Burkina Faso forward Dango 
Ouattara hit the winner in Lorient’s 1-0 victory at 
bottom side Ajaccio. Clermont beat Toulouse 2-0 
while Strasbourg are still searching for their first win 
this term following a 1-1 draw away to Brest. Kylian 
Mbappe scored a goal in each half as PSG beat 
Nantes 3-0 on Saturday to stay at the summit. 
Marseille, who had briefly taken over first after beat-
ing Auxerre 2-0 with Alexis Sanchez on target, are 
second on goal difference. — AFP  

Pakistan edge India  
in Asia Cup thriller

DUBAI: Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot 
during the Asia Cup Twenty20 international cricket 
Super Four match between India and Pakistan on 
September 4, 2022. — AFP 

10-man Lens grab  
a late equalizer to  
remain unbeaten

French Ligue 1 table

Paris SG              6 5 1 0 24 4        16 
Marseille             6 5 1 0 13 3        16 
Lens                    6 4 2 0 15 7        14 
Lyon                    5 4 1 0 14 4        13 
Lille                     6 3 1 2 13 13      10 
Lorient                5 3 1 1 8 8        10 
Montpellier         6 3 0 3 16 12      9 
Clermont             6 3 0 3 8 10      9 
Rennes                6 2 2 2 8 7        8 
Monaco              6 2 2 2 8 11       8 
Troyes                 6 2 1 3 11 14      7 
Auxerre               6 2 1 3 7 11       7 
Nantes                6 1 3 2 6 8        6 
Reims                  6 1 3 2 10 13      6 
Toulouse             6 1 2 3 7 11       5 
Nice                    6 1 2 3 4 8        5 
Brest                   6 1 2 3 8 16      5 
Strasbourg          6 0 4 2 5 7        4 
Angers                6 0 2 4 6 17      2 
Ajaccio               6 0 1 5 3 10      1

French Ligue 1 table after Sunday’s matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points): 

REIMS: Reimsí English forward Folarin Balogun 
(center) is tackled during the French L1 football 
match between Stade de Reims and RC Lens on 
September 4, 2022. — AFP  


