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LONDON: Members of the public watch members of the Coldstream guards perform as the Principal 
Proclamation of Britain’s new king, King Charles III, is read from the Friary Court balcony of St James’ Palace 
on Sept 10, 2022. —  AFP

Continued from Page 1 
 
HH the Amir also wished His Majesty King Charles 

III and the royal family all wellbeing, and the United 
Kingdom and its friendly people more progress and 
prosperity under his sagacious leadership. HH the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also sent 
congratulatory cables to King Charles. 

Charles automatically became monarch upon the 
queen’s death aged 96 on Thursday, but the proclama-
tion is the latest step in the set piece 10-day program 
building up to her state funeral. An emotional Charles 
set the tone for his reign in a televised address on 
Friday in which he hailed his “darling mama” for her 
“unswerving devotion” during her record-breaking 
seven decades on the throne. 

The speech dominated the front pages of Britain’s 
newspapers on Saturday, with his heartfelt tribute to 
his mother headlining the Daily Telegraph, Daily 
Express, Daily Mail and The Sun. Charles looking pen-
sive as he arrived at Buckingham Palace for the first 
time as king made the front-page image on The 
Independent, The Guardian and The Times, which also 
carried the words “God Save the King”. 

The new king also named his elder son and heir 
Prince William, 40, as the new Prince of Wales, while 
expressing love for his younger son Harry and 
daughter-in-law Meghan. The move means William’s 
wife Kate assumes the Princess of Wales title once 
held by his mother and Charles’ ex-wife, the late 
Princess Diana. 

Crowds have massed outside Buckingham Palace 
both to mourn the queen and to wish Charles well, 
greeting him with cheers and even kisses when he 
arrived from Scotland on Friday. “I’m sad, but you have 
to move on. I think the king will be different,” said 53-
year-old Londoner Sarah Berdien as Charles was for-
mally proclaimed nearby. “The queen has always been 
the queen - always the same, no drama.” 

Recruitment worker Dany Van Laanen, 36, said 
Charles has “big shoes to fill” as he replaces his widely 
venerated mother, who was the only monarch that 

most in the UK had ever known. “I do hope he will 
manage to modernize the monarchy,” he said. Charles - 
who has seen his popularity recover in recent years 
from the time of Diana’s death in a 1997 car crash - 
takes the throne at a moment of deep anxiety in Britain 
over the spiraling cost of living and international insta-
bility caused by the war in Ukraine. 

The constitutional monarch, who is supposed to 
remain outside politics, has intimated he will now 
steer clear of pronouncements on issues that he has 
previously been outspoken on such as climate 
change. British Prime Minister Liz Truss - only 
appointed by the late monarch on Tuesday - offered 
the nation’s support to Charles in parliament on 
Friday as she acknowledged the “awesome responsi-
bility” upon Charles. 

At their first formal audience at Buckingham Palace, 
Charles told her his mother’s death was “the moment 
I’ve been dreading, as I know a lot of people have, but 
you try and keep everything going”. The speaker of the 
House of Commons and selected senior MPs swore 
allegiance to the new king on Saturday and Charles 
was meeting Truss again, plus the cabinet and the 
heads of the opposition parties. 

Buckingham Palace revealed Charles and other 
members of the royal family would observe an extend-
ed mourning period from now until seven days after 
her funeral. The date of the funeral, which will be 
attended by heads of state and government, has yet to 
be officially announced but is expected to be on 
Monday, Sept 19. 

British security officials are planning what has been 
dubbed likely the “biggest policing and protective 
operation” in UK history as London gears up to host 
leaders from across the globe. US President Joe Biden 
has said he will attend. The Kremlin said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin - at loggerheads with the 
West over his invasion of Ukraine - will not. But Putin 
did offer Charles “his sincerest congratulations” on 
ascending to the throne. “I wish Your Majesty success, 
robust health and above all the best,” the Kremlin 
leader said in a telegram. 

While the government has said there is no obliga-
tion on organizations to suspend business during its 
10-day mourning period, many are doing so out of 
respect. England’s Premier League postponed all 
matches this weekend, while railway and postal work-
ers called off strikes over pay amid soaring inflation 
and spiraling energy prices. — AFP 

Charles III 
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Abdullah Mohammad Al-Mufarrej, running in the 

third constituency, highlighted the serious impact of 
imbalance in the demographic structure in the country, 
which is in favor of expats. He said the population 
structure has become a snowball that inflated and 
crossed all red lines, reminding expats form 70 percent 
of the population. “We have become a minority in our 
own country... marginal laborers and visa merchants 

are in control of official decisions” he said. Mufarrej 
said there is no solution except by cleaning up Jleeb 
Al-Shuyoukh, an area heavily populated by expats, and 
abolishing the “backwards” sponsor system, adding the 
next Assembly must expose visa traders. 

Candidate Mohammad Al-Jouan from the third 
constituency warned that unemployment is rapidly 
growing into one of the country’s top dilemmas. He 
said that 360,000 Kuwaitis, forming around 80 
percent of national manpower, are employed by 
the government. During the next 15 to 20 years, 
around 325,000 fresh graduates are expected to 
enter the job market and the government has no 
capacity to employ them. At this point, Kuwait will 
start feeling the pinch of a real unemployment 
problem, he warned.

Candidates tackle 
corruption, jobs...
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The Iranians said the USVs were in international 

shipping lanes and were picked up “to prevent pos-
sible accidents”. 

The US Navy said the USVs were operating well 
out of shipping lanes and unarmed. Vice Admiral 
Brad Cooper, commander of US Naval Forces 
Central Command, called the Iranian actions “fla-
grant, unwarranted and inconsistent with the behav-
ior of a professional maritime force”. US forces “will 
continue to fly, sail and operate anywhere interna-
tional law allows,” he added. 

The drones are operated by the Bahrain-based 
US 5th Fleet’s Task Force 59, created last year to 
integrate unmanned systems and artificial intelli-
gence into Middle East operations. Airborne and 
subsea drones are pretty well developed and 
proven, but unmanned surface boats are much new-
er and yet essential for the future, 5th Fleet 
spokesman Commander Tim Hawkins told AFP. 

Since starting last year, the US Navy and region-
al partners have deployed both slow USVs like 
Saildrones and battery-powered speedboats like 

the Mantas T-12. Equipped with solar panels and 
sail wings, the Saildrones carry multiple sensors and 
cameras, and are designed to spend up to a year at 
sea transmitting data by satellite. 

San Francisco-based Saildrone operates around 
100 vessels around the world for clients including 
the Pentagon, major oceanographic institutes, mete-
orological agencies, and groups studying fisheries 
and pollution. “Having circumnavigated Antarctica 
in 2019 and then having sailed through the eye of a 
category-four hurricane last year, there really isn’t 
any maritime environment our drones cannot oper-
ate,” said Saildrone spokeswoman Susan Ryan. 

In the Gulf, Hawkins would only say that they 
collect information for “enhancing our vigilance of 
the surrounding seas and strengthening our region-
al deterrence posture”. But Iranian activities are 
likely the main target. Iran also patrols the region 
and has accosted and seized foreign commercial 
vessels and harassed US Navy ships in several tense 
confrontations in recent years. 

The US Navy has sought to prevent Iran from 
shipping weapons to Yemen’s Houthi rebels and 
other groups, and also helps enforce sanctions on 
Iran. The key, Hawkins said, is taking the information 
collected from all sorts of unmanned sources, in the 
air, on the ground and on the sea, and making sense 
of it quickly. Artificial intelligence helps identify 
unusual activity, like unnoticed vessels, in the USV 
data that human observers might miss. —AFP 

Pentagon combines 
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Pakistan receives heavy - often destructive - 

rains during its annual monsoon season, which is 
crucial for agriculture and water supplies. But 
downpours as intense as this year’s have not been 
seen for decades, while rapidly melting glaciers in 
the north have for months heaped pressure on 
waterways. 

“Wealthier countries are morally responsible for 
helping developing countries like Pakistan to 
recover from disasters like this, and to adapt to 
build resilience to climate impacts that unfortu-
nately will be repeated in the future,” Guterres 
said, adding that G20 nations cause 80 percent of 
today’s emissions. 

Pakistan is responsible for less than one percent 
of global greenhouse gas emissions, but is eighth on 
a list compiled by the NGO Germanwatch of coun-
tries most vulnerable to extreme weather caused by 
climate change. Around 33 million people have been 
affected by the floods, which have destroyed around 
two million homes and business premises, washed 
away 7,000 km of roads and collapsed 500 bridges. 

Guterres has lamented the lack of attention the 
world has given to climate change - particularly 
industrialized nations. “This is insanity, this is col-

lective suicide,” he said after arriving in Pakistan on 
Friday. The effect of the torrential rain has been 
twofold - destructive flash floods in rivers in the 
mountainous north, and a slow accumulation of 
water in the southern plains. 

“All the children, men and women are roasting in 
this scorching heat. We have nothing to eat, there is 
no roof on our heads,” Rozina Solangi, a 30-year-
old housewife living in a displacement camp near 
Sukkur, told AFP on Friday. “He must do something 
for us poor,” she said of the UN chief’s visit. 

The meteorological office said Pakistan has 
received five times more rain than normal in 2022. 
Padidan, a small town in Sindh province, has been 
drenched by more than 1.8 m since the monsoon 
began in June. Water levels have reached far higher 
in areas where rivers and lakes have burst their 
banks, creating dramatic inland seas. 

Thousands of temporary campsites have mush-
roomed on slivers of high ground in the south and 
west - often roads and railway tracks in a landscape 
of water. With people and livestock crammed 
together, the camps are ripe for outbreaks of dis-
ease, with many cases of mosquito-borne dengue 
reported, as well as scabies. 

During his speedy tour, Guterres stopped at 
some of these makeshift camps and met with des-
perate flood victims, including a woman who gave 
birth overnight. Wearing an Ajrak shawl with a tra-
ditional Sindhi block print, he later inspected the 
4,500-year-old UNESCO world heritage site 
Mohenjo-Daro, which has suffered water damage 
from the relentless monsoon rain. —  AFP 

Pakistan floods 
‘climate carnage’...

‘Nobody knows where their village  
is’: New inland sea swamps Pakistan

‘Our life and death is linked with our village, how can we leave?’
MEHAR, Pakistan: From a hastily erected 
embankment protecting Mehar city, mosque 
minarets and the price board of a gas station 
poke above a vast lake that has emerged, 
growing to tens of kilometres wide. Beyond 
this shoreline in southern Sindh, hundreds of 
villages and swathes of farmland are lost 
beneath the water — destroyed by floods 
that have affected nearly a third of Pakistan. 

“Nobody knows where their village is 
anymore, the common man can no longer 
recognise his own home,” Ayaz Ali, whose vil-
lage is submerged under nearly seven metres 
(23 feet) of water, told AFP. The Sindh gov-
ernment says more than 100,000 people 
have been displaced by this new body of 
water, brought by record rains and the Indus 
River overflowing its banks. 

Across the country, about 33 million peo-
ple have been affected by the flooding, nearly 
two million homes and businesses destroyed, 
7,000 kilometres (1.3 miles) of roads washed 
away and 256 bridges knocked out. A bus 
conductor with a sharp memory, Ali acts as a 
navigator for the navy, identifying each sub-
merged village by the pattern of electricity 
pylons and distinct tree lines. 

Navy volunteers cruise the waters on 
two lifeboats delivering aid donated by 
locals, ferrying people in need of medical 
care back to the city. With Ali’s help, they 
search out patches of high ground where 
families still shelter, refusing to evacuate 
despite a desperate situation worsened by 
the scorching heat. 

“Their homes and belongings are so 
precious to them,” said one serviceman, 
who asked not to be named, looking out at 
the expanse of water. “When I joined the 

navy, I could never have imagined doing 
this,” he added. 

Engine cut, the boat navigates slowly 
through the tops of trees, and heads duck 
under power lines ahead of a hamlet of crum-
bling houses encircled by water.  

 
‘How can we leave?’  

This time, dozens of people are waiting. 
Many still refuse to leave their homes, con-
cerned their livestock — all that they have 
left — will be stolen or will die, and fearing a 
worse situation at the makeshift relief camps 
that have sprung up all over the country. 

“Our life and death is linked with our vil-
lage, how can we leave?” said Aseer Ali, 
kneedeep in water, refusing to let his wife, 
who is eight months pregnant, evacuate. 
Some relent — men with fever, toddlers with 
diarrhoea, and an elderly woman silent in her 
anguish — are among those helped onto the 
boat that carries double its capacity on a 
weighed-down journey back to the city. 

Among them is a young mother who had 
only recently lost her newborn when the 
water rose around her home last week. She 
sways dizzily from the effects of heat stroke, 
her two-year-old child also distressed by the 
burning midday sun —  both repeatedly 
drenched in water by a navy serviceman. 

 
 ‘Immense need’  

A new 10-kilometre mud embankment 
has so far held back the flood from Mehar 
city, with a population of hundreds of thou-
sands. But the city has swelled with dis-
placed victims who over the past three 
weeks have fled to makeshift camps in car 
parks, schools and on motorways. 

“More families keep arriving at the camp. 
They are in a terrible condition,” 
Muhammad Iqbal, from the Alkhidmat 
Foundation — a Pakistan-based humanitari-
an organisation that is the only welfare pres-
ence at the city’s largest camp, which hosts 
about 400 people. 

“There is an immense need for drinking 
water and toilet facilities,” he added, but 
they may have to wait longer — the govern-
ment’s priority is to drain the flooded areas. 
Pressure has heaped on swollen dams and 
reservoirs, forcing engineers to make inten-
tional breaches to save densely populated 

areas at the cost of worsening the situation 
in the countryside. 

“They all have gone all out to protect the 
city but not the poor people of the rural 
areas,” said Umaida Solangi, a 30-year-old 
perched with her children on a wooden bed 
at a city camp. —AFP

DADU: Flood-affected people gather by an embankment in Mehar city after heavy monsoon rains in Dadu district, Sindh province. —AFP


