
LONDON: As Britain prepares to stage its first
state funeral in nearly six decades, security officials
are planning what is expected to be the “biggest
policing and protective operation” in UK history.
Police are dusting off long-standing plans to keep
safe attendees-including global political leaders and
royalty-at Queen Elizabeth II’s historic funeral, as
well as the millions predicted to flock to London
around the time of the event.

No date has been announced for the late queen’s
state funeral, which is the first since the service in
1965 for Winston Churchill, Britain’s prime minister
during World War II. But it is expected to be held in
Westminster Abbey in the heart of the capital on
September 19.

Prior to that, her body is set to lie in state for
four days in Westminster Hall, the oldest building on
the UK Parliamentary estate, following a ceremonial
procession through the streets of London. The
pomp-laden events, in particular the funeral, will
require an array of elaborate security measures.

Hundreds of world leaders and dignitaries as well
as millions of people are expected to descend on
London. They include US President Joe Biden,
French President Emmanuel Macron, European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, and
leaders from countries where the British monarch is
head of state or which are members of the 56-
nation Commonwealth.

Japan’s Emperor Naruhito will be among royalty
from around the world set to attend the funeral,
according to reports, in his first overseas trip since
he ascended the Chrysanthemum throne in 2019
following his father’s abdication.

“This will be probably the biggest policing and
protective operation the UK has ever mounted,”
Nick Aldworth, former Counter Terrorism Policing
National Coordinator, told The Independent outlet.
“It just takes one car, one person to do something

abhorrent and not only have you disrupted a consti-
tutional event, people will be injured and killed.”

‘Comprehensive plan’ 
Aldworth noted the ceremonial events would

occur in a “very different threat world” compared
to previous royal funerals, such as the Queen
Mother’s in 2002 and princess Diana’s five years
earlier. Britain has been hit by numerous terror
attacks in the last decade, including a spate of
atrocities in London, Manchester and other cities by
jihadist extremists.

The current national threat level, set by the
country’s MI5 domestic security service and
designed to give a broad indication of the likelihood
of a terrorist attack, is “substantial”. That is in the
middle of a five-tier ranking system rising from
“low” to “critical”. 

London’s Metropolitan police said Friday it had
already begun deploying “well-rehearsed” plans for
the official 10-day national mourning period, which
will culminate in the landmark service for the coun-
try’s longest-serving monarch.

“We will be keeping people safe with highly visi-
ble patrols across London,” the force said. “The
public will see additional officers posted outside
key locations, including transport hubs, royal parks
and outside royal residences in London.”

The Met is coordinating its policing blueprint
with the British Transport Police, which is responsi-
ble for the national transport network, and City of
London Police, which secures the so-called “Square
Mile” financial district.

The Met’s Deputy Assistant Commissioner Stuart
Cundy said the “comprehensive policing plan”
would be most visible in and around Westminster,
which is home to parliament, the abbey and
Buckingham Palace.

Disruption 
British police have experience of handling major

events, including last year in Glasgow, when hun-
dreds of world leaders attended the UN climate
summit COP26. In a sign of the days of disruption
to come in the heart of the capital, numerous roads
were closed Saturday for events related to the
proclamation officially kickstarting the reign of the
new king, Charles III.

Officers were also increasingly visible on the
streets. “A great number of police officers will be on
duty during this period, to ensure the safety of
those visiting London and to deter any potential

criminality,” Cundy added.
But fears have been raised over the Met’s ability

to cope with the huge crowds expected in the run-
up to the funeral, with three Premier League foot-
ball matches currently scheduled for next weekend
in the capital, and other games elsewhere.

UK media reported a potential shortage of
police could see fixtures called off in London and
beyond, as officers are set to be redeployed en
masse to the capital. All football matches were can-
celled this weekend as a mark of respect to the
queen, though some other sporting events are going
ahead. — AFP
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EDINBURGH: Mounted Police officers are seen on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh on September 10, 2022, as prepa-
rations continue for the arrival of Queen Elizabeth’s coffin over the weekend. —AFP

UK police step up security for 
first state funeral since 1965

Millions predicted to flock to London around the time of event

Iran greets 
queen’s death 
with silence
TEHRAN: Tehran has avoided official com-
ment on the death of Queen Elizabeth II, but
some Iranians expressed outright hostility,
accusing Britain of having supported the late
shah’s regime.

Unlike many countries with wall-to-wall
coverage, state television in the Islamic repub-
lic reported the bare minimum on the death
Thursday of the woman who had been the
world’s longest reigning monarch, with just a
brief announcement along with archive footage
and photographs.

Haniyeh, a student, told AFP she had
learned of the queen’s death from social media.

“I saw the news of her death on Instagram. I
felt nothing, and frankly I couldn’t care less,”
she said. Elizabeth II was crowned in 1953
aged just 27, and died in Scotland on Thursday
at the age of 96.

Broadcasters around the world interrupted
normal programming to announce her death,
but young north Tehran market trader Faraz
said he hadn’t even heard of her. “I don’t have a
television at home and I’ve no interest in poli-
tics. I didn’t know her,” he said.

Many Iranians are interested in politics,
both domestic and international. But most
remain indifferent to the world’s royal fami-
lies ever since the Islamic revolution of 1979
toppled the country’s own monarchy. Faezeh,
a 26-year-old nurse, told AFP: “I knew noth-
ing about her, and her death means nothing
to me.”

Queen Elizabeth visited Iran in 1961, staying
in the magnificent Golestan Palace in Tehran.
She also visited Isfahan, Shiraz and Persepolis,
accompanied by Farah Pahlavi, the then
empress. Elizabeth’s son Charles-now Britain’s
King Charles III-visited Iran on a humanitarian
mission following the devastating 2003 earth-
quake in Bam in the southeast that cost tens of
thousands of lives.

A complex history 
UK-Iran relations have always been com-

plex. British and Soviet forces invaded Iran in
1941 to secure British oilfields at Abadan.
During the occupation, the pro-Axis Shah
Reza Pahlavi was forced into exile and
replaced by his young son Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi.

Britain also supported Pahlavi’s army during
the 1946 crushing of the Kurdish republic of
Mahabad. But what Iranians remember most is
the overthrow in August 1953 by the British
and American secret services of prime minister
Mohammad Mossadegh who had nationalised
the oil industry.

“Queen Elizabeth II was one of those who
orchestrated the coup that overthrew Dr
Mossadegh’s government” to restore the shah,
wrote Twitter user Helma. Another Twitter
user, Majid, was more forthright.

“Don’t make a saint of the queen of
England,” he wrote. “Among her crimes were
helping Iraq’s Baathist regime against Iran (in
the 1980-1988 war), the coup against
Mossadegh, the killing of Princess Diana, help-
ing the US attack Afghanistan and Iraq in 2001
and 2003, and murdering the people of
Northern Ireland.” —AFP

One queen, many 
presidents: Elizabeth 
II’s ties with US
LONDON: She had scones with Dwight
Eisenhower, went riding with Ronald Reagan and
took tea with Donald Trump: Queen Elizabeth II
saw 14 US presidents serve during her reign, and
she crafted her “special relationship” with America
in her dealings with them.

From Harry Truman to Joe Biden, the late
monarch met every man who inhabited the White
House during her 70 years on the throne save one-
Lyndon B Johnson, who moved into the Oval Office
following the assassination of John F Kennedy.

Her first visit to the United States came in 1951
— the young princess waved to the crowd from the
back seat of a convertible, with a visibly delighted
Harry Truman at her side.

Even though she had not yet become queen,
Elizabeth exhibited the oratory gravitas of a future
head of state when she told the former British
colony: “Free men everywhere look towards the
United States with affection and with hope.”

After that trip, color brightened official photo-
graphs of her travels across the pond. Elizabeth,
whose reign dovetailed with the rise of the United
States as a global superpower, offered all US presi-
dents the same treatment: The studied distance that
protocol requires, and the carefully calibrated air of
familiarity.

Those meetings came at everything from state
dinners at the White House to the time-honored
tradition of tea time at one of her many royal resi-
dences.

She welcomed the Kennedys to Buckingham
Palace for a lavish dinner, and danced in a yellow
dress and glittering tiara with Gerald Ford at a state
dinner in July 1976 that coincided with the bicen-
tennial of American independence.

While the queen slaked the media’s thirst for all
things formal and splendid, she also understood the
power of moments that were less scripted and more
personal.

Tacos and scones 
In 1982, she and Reagan, a onetime actor who

appeared in Westerns, rode horses near Windsor
Castle. He returned the favor the following year,
treating the monarch to tacos and guacamole at his
California ranch.

George H.W. Bush in 1991 took Elizabeth to a
baseball game in Baltimore, where she shook hands
with all the players. According to reports at the
time, the queen passed on the chance to eat a hot
dog at a pre-game reception, but did sip a martini.

In a handwritten 1960 letter to Eisenhower pre-
served at the National Archives, she gave the
retired general her scone recipe, after he’d eaten the
teatime favorite at Balmoral, the estate in Scotland
where she died on Thursday at age 96. “I think the
mixture needs a great deal of beating,” the queen
explains, adding that the baker should not let the
dough sit too long before cooking.

She also suggests using “golden syrup or treacle
instead of only sugar,” noting “that can be very
good, too.” In more recent years, American leaders
have expressed feeling like the aging queen was
something akin to a mother figure.

“I don’t think she’d be insulted but she reminded
me of my mother-the look of her and just the gen-
erosity,” Biden said after his June 2021 meeting with
the queen. 

The comment is particularly salient, given that
when Biden was set to meet the queen for the first
time, in 1982 in Britain when he was a young sena-
tor, his mother, a proud descendant of Irish immi-
grants, said: “Don’t you bow down to her.”

Grandmother 
Trump told the Daily Mail that he thought of his

own mother as he and wife Melania had tea with
Elizabeth II at Windsor in 2018.

“My mother passed away a while ago, and she

was a tremendous fan of the queen,” he said at the
time.

Obama, 15 years younger than Trump, said
Elizabeth reminded him of his grandmother.

The 2009 meeting of the queen and the Obamas
at Buckingham Palace has remained in the public’s
imagination: Michelle briefly put her arm around the
queen and, to everyone’s general surprise, Elizabeth
did the same. “She meant a great deal to us,” the
Obamas said in a statement following her death.

All five living former US presidents-Jimmy
Carter, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Obama and
Trump-paid tribute to Elizabeth II in statements
issued with their wives. The same words cropped
up in the remarks: elegance; dignity; duty; humor,
kindness. Biden ordered that US flags be flown at
half-mast until the queen’s funeral, including over
the White House, which was torched in 1814 by
British soldiers. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President  Ford and Queen
Elizabeth dance during a state dinner in honor of
the Queen and Prince Philip at the White House on
July 17, 1976. — AFP 

Canada admired its 
queen, but not so 
much the monarchy
MONTREAL: Canadians were attached to Queen
Elizabeth II right to the end, but their relationship
with the monarchy has been increasingly strained
and experts believe her death on Thursday will
reignite debate over its future.

“Canada is a monarchist exception in the middle
of a rather republican continent,” said Marc
Chevrier, a politics professor at the University of
Quebec in Montreal. In a few weeks, after the peri-
od of mourning, “the debates will  resurface,
Pandora’s box will open,” he added.

The British monarch is Canada’s head of state,
but the role is largely ceremonial, even more so
than in Britain. Here the royals are represented by a
governor general, who is selected by the prime
minister. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau hailed
Elizabeth’s reign, noting that she had been “queen
for almost half of Canada’s existence,” and
announced a 10-day period of mourning. 

All flags have been lowered across the country
and a national commemorative ceremony is planned
in the capital Ottawa on the same day as her funer-
al in London. But when it comes to pomp, the coun-
try has become increasingly ambivalent toward the
monarchy. “Even in English-speaking Canada, sup-
port for the monarchy has diminished over the
years,” said Philippe Lagasse, a professor at

Carleton University in Ottawa and expert on the
role of the monarchy in Canada.

According to a poll last April, a small majority of
Canadians-rising to 71 percent in French-speaking
Quebec province-would even like to dispense with
the monarchy, whose role today is largely ceremo-
nial. Sixty-seven percent said they opposed
Charles succeeding his mother as king of the coun-
try. His visit to the country last May went almost
unnoticed.

To follow the lead of Barbados, which in 2021
chose to secede from the British Crown and
become a republic, Canada would need to bring in
major reforms of its institutions and constitutional
laws. A founding principle at the birth of Canada in
1867, “the monarchy is the keystone of all constitu-
tional law,” explains Chevrier. For example, he not-
ed that “the office of prime minister does not even
appear in the Canadian constitution, which only
mentions the monarch.” — AFP

OTTAWA: A mourner pauses at the statue of Queen Elizabeth II at Rideau Hall on Sept 9, 2022. —AFP 


