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In this file photo taken on April 29, 2011 Britain’s Prince William and his wife Kate, Duchess of Cambridge, wave to the 
crowd from the balcony of Buckingham Palace in London, following their wedding. —AFP photos

In this file photo taken on July 23, 2013 Prince William and Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge show their new-born baby 
boy to the world’s media outside the Lindo Wing of St Mary’s Hospital in London.

William and Kate have brought a more relaxed 
and personal approach to royal duties and 
are raising their children in relatively hands-

on fashion, presenting a more modern vision of the 
monarchy for a new age. The well-liked couple, newly 
appointed as the prince and princess of Wales, married 
in 2011 and have presented themselves and their three 
children-George, Charlotte and Louis-as a model family. 
Royal expert Richard Fitzwilliams said they had “mas-
tered both the formal and the informal” with carefully 
curated glimpses into their life on social media, in a clear 
break with the past and to satisfy constant press inter-
est. “They’ve been tremendously successful in protect-
ing this mix of normality and royal status,” he told AFP. 

William and Kate, both now 40, met while studying at 
the University of St Andrews in Scotland. At the time, the 
prince was considered a heartthrob, with his attendance 
massively boosting applications to the ancient Scottish 
university. Like his uncle, Prince Andrew, brother Harry, 
and father Prince Charles, William opted for a military 
career, becoming an army officer in 2006. He qualified 
as a Royal Air Force search and rescue helicopter pilot 
in 2009. After marrying Kate, he lived with her and 
young George, who was born in 2013, for several years 
in a rented farmhouse on Anglesey off the coast of 
northwest Wales. 

William then switched to work as a civilian air ambu-
lance pilot from 2015, living at Anmer Hall, on his grand-
mother’s Sandringham estate in Norfolk, eastern 
England. He became a full-time royal in 2017 and shifted 
the family’s base to an apartment in Kensington Palace, 
London. The family moved to Adelaide Cottage in 
Windsor and this week all three children began at a 
nearby private school called Lambrook. Charlotte and 
George previously attended a private day school in 
London where fees exceed £6,000 ($8,000, 7,000 
euros) per term, while Louis went to a nursery. Kate and 
William’s children are reportedly being raised to enjoy 
outdoor pursuits with limited screen time. William vent-
ed about the difficulties of sharing home schooling 
duties with Kate during the coronavirus lockdown-albeit 
living in a 10-bedroom country house given to him by 
his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II. 

Causes  
William has gradually taken on more royal responsi-

bilities, including bestowing knighthoods, while also pro-
moting a diverse range of causes. In contrast to previous 
generations’ emphasis on a stiff upper lip, William has 
promoted initiatives to improve mental health He has 
spoken of his “pain like no other pain” at the death of his 

mother, Princess Diana, as well as traumatic experiences 
as an air ambulance pilot. 

He has also embraced environmental causes, founding 
the Earthshot Prize, rewarding people who come up with 
solutions to the problems threatening the planet. Like his 
father, William contracted Covid-19 in 2020 and has 
spoken out against anti-vaccine disinformation. Both he 

and Kate were photographed getting jabbed. The couple 
have embraced social media and their official Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube accounts have millions of fol-
lowers. In August 2022, a YouGov poll put William and 
Kate as the British public’s second and third-favourite 
royals, trailing only the queen. 

“I think William and Kate mirror, in many ways, a 
young queen and Philip,” said veteran royal correspon-
dent Robert Jobson. “They’re not so young now, but in 
that respect they will certainly give the monarchy, after 
such old monarchs, a sense of modernity that is probably 
needed to help with its continuity,” he told AFP. His 
father’s reign “will be seen as a transition to his son-
much younger, more glamorous. And of course, William 
will be on the throne a lot longer”, he added. 

 
Supportive  

Despite a more modern style, William is fiercely sup-
portive of the royal family and its values, and was 
reportedly furious when Harry said he and their father 
were “trapped” in a hidebound institution. He also react-
ed sharply after Harry and Meghan claimed an unnamed 
royal had asked about their unborn baby’s skin color, 
telling a journalist the Windsors are “very much not a 
racist family”. In 2021, though, he denied fuelling a rift 
with his brother following Harry and Meghan’s 2018 
wedding after a BBC documentary said there was a 
behind-the-scenes briefing war between the couples. 
William makes no secret of his distrust of British media, 
fired by his mother’s death while being chased by 
paparazzi photographers in Paris. 

Both he and Harry were furious when a judicial 
inquiry confirmed that BBC journalist Martin Bashir used 
false pretences to obtain a bombshell interview with 
their mother in 1995. William urged the BBC never to air 
the interview with his mother again, saying it had “con-
tributed significantly to her fear, paranoia and isolation” 
in her final years. Unveiling a statue of Diana in the sum-
mer of 2021, he and Harry said they remembered “her 
love, strength and character” and “every day, we wish 
she were still with us”. Showing his strong sense of fami-
ly connection, William named his daughter Charlotte 
Elizabeth Diana after “Granny Diana”. —AFP

William and Kate modernize royal family life

In this file photo taken on July 21, 2017 Britain’s Prince William, Duke of Cambridge and his wife Kate, the Duchess of 
Cambridge, and their children Prince George and Princess Charlotte on the tarmac of the Airbus compound in Hamburg, 
northern Germany.  

Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation-broadcast live for 
eight straight hours by the BBC in 1953 — was the 
first major event of the television age. Six decades 

later, aged 86, she showed a surprising gift for comedy, 
joining “James Bond” star Daniel Craig for a sketch in which 
both appeared to parachute into the opening ceremony of 
the 2012 London Olympics. And she topped British televi-
sion ratings last year with her final carefully choreographed 
Christmas message, a tradition she began in 1957. 

But did that mean the queen-who often floated above 
the criticism some of her family attracted-could be consid-
ered media-savvy? Royal biographers are divided on how 
much mental space the queen gave to the media, which she 
kept at a respectful distance for the seven decades of her 
reign. She may officially have been the first British royal to 
embrace social platforms, with 12.3 million Instagram fol-
lowers, though few believe she ever concerned herself 
much with her online profile. 

 
‘Real acting’  

But she knew how to play a role. Frank Cottrell-Boyce, 
who co-wrote the action hero sketch at the Olympics, as 
well as one with beloved fictional character Paddington 
Bear for her Platinum Jubilee this year, on Friday hailed her 
“brilliant” comic timing. “That’s real acting going on there. 
Paddington isn’t really in the room,” he told the BBC of the 
latter skit, in which the queen claimed she kept a mar-
malade sandwich in her handbag at all times. She decided 
early on to embrace mass media, historian Robert Lacey 
said, following the example of her grandfather George V. 

The queen saw radio and television as a “way to talk to 
directly” to her subjects, he told AFP. Her first radio broad-
cast came at just 14 when she addressed British children at 
the start of World War II. Over time, her Christmas speech-
es evolved from rather stilted affairs in a ballgown to highly 
sophisticated fireside chats-her office or sitting rooms 
carefully dressed with family photos to reflect her theme. 

 
‘Innate reticence’  

But the queen was less than enthusiastic about letting 
the cameras behind the curtain to peek at the Windsors’ 
private lives. Royal biographers like Andrew Morton-
whose study of her strained relationship with her sister 

Margaret appeared last year-suspect the queen’s innate 
reticence didn’t help her complicated ties to the media. It 
was the family themselves that made the first breach when 
her husband Prince Philip invited the BBC into the Palace 
in 1969 to film the fly-on-the-wall documentary, “Royal 
Family”. 

The queen’s press secretary at the time, William 
Heseltine, admitted in 2019 that “the queen was a reluctant 
convert, but became much more aware of the possibilities 
and was prepared to participate when it came to actual 
filming”. The documentary was replete with awkward 
scenes of family barbecues and breakfasts, the royals using 
Tupperware, and Philip wondering if the queen’s father 
was “mad”. The naturalist David Attenborough, then a top 
BBC executive, even warned it risked “killing the monar-
chy”. The film has not been shown since the 1970s, report-
edly at the request of the Palace, and has been taken down 
every time it has appeared on YouTube. 

 
‘Mystique of monarchy’  

Despite that experience, historian Morton said the royal 
family “hitched their wagon to television in the 1980s... and 
so swapped the mystique of monarchy for what you might 
call the shallow applause of the studio audience”. The 
author said the Palace has always tried to portray the royal 
family “like a swan, gliding beautifully along the surface of 
British society” despite the dramas going on internally. 

Their press office, known as “the Abominable No Man 
because they always used to say ‘no comment’... defined 
the agenda,” he told the US public broadcaster PBS. “They 
defined what was private and what was public and they 
would move it whenever they wished.” Rather than under-
mining the institution, the British anti-monarchy group 
Republic has long claimed that the media and the royals 
have a symbiotic relationship. 

“There is a huge disconnection between the media’s 
portrayal of public attitudes (towards the royals) and how 
people actually feel,” its head Graham Smith said. He 
pointed to a poll saying most Britons were “not interested” 
in the queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations earlier this 
year. “If this is the public response to a celebration of her 
reign, then the monarchy will be in serious trouble” with 
King Charles, he added. —AFP

Was Queen Elizabeth II  
a media-savvy monarch?

Hundreds entered, but only one can triumph: 
South Korea’s “Squid Game” will make a 
play for Emmys history Monday as it aims 

to become the first foreign-language television 
show to win top honors for best drama. The 
Netflix show-in which misfits and criminals com-
pete for cash in barbaric and fatal versions of 
schoolyard games-is aiming to follow in the foot-
steps of Oscar-winning movie “Parasite” with suc-
cess at TV’s top prize gala. It is already the first 
non-English-language series to earn a best drama 
series nomination. To convert that into a trophy at 
the ceremony in Los Angeles, it will need to over-
come a previous winner in HBO’s “Succession.” 

“It’s pretty hard to go against that HBO jugger-
naut,” said Deadline awards columnist Pete 
Hammond, noting that the cutthroat drama about 
a powerful clan vying to inherit a media empire 
secured the most overall nominations with 25. “I 
do think [‘Squid Game’] is going to win best 
actor,” said Hammond-an outcome that would 
make Lee Jung-jae the category’s first winner 
whose performance was not in English. Other 
shows contending for the night’s top drama prizes 
include Apple TV+ dystopian workplace series 
“Severance,” starring Adam Scott, and the final 
season of Netflix’s much-lauded crime saga 
“Ozark.” Zendaya, who became the youngest-ever 
best actress winner two years ago for hard-hitting 
teen drama “Euphoria,” is tipped to repeat with 
her work on the show’s sophomore season. 

 
Keaton ‘lock’  

Given the penchant of Television Academy vot-
ers for honoring previous winners, best comedy 
series looks like an open goal for season two of 
Apple TV+’s fish-out-of-water soccer coach “Ted 
Lasso.” But its star Jason Sudeikis will have to 
fend off another previous winner for best actor in 
Bill Hader, whose dark hitman comedy “Barry” 
returns from a three-year, pandemic-prolonged 
absence. Jean Smart is also heavily tipped to 
repeat as best actress for “Hacks,” in which she 
plays an aging Las Vegas diva forced to reinvent 
her dated stand-up routine. 

By definition, offering some fresh blood are the 
nominees in the limited series section, which hon-
ors shows capped at a single season. Four of the 
five contenders chronicle real-life scandals. 
“Dopesick” looks at the US opioid crisis, “The 
Dropout” recounts the Theranos fraud, “Pam and 
Tommy” recalls an infamous celebrity sex tape 
and “Inventing Anna” is inspired by a Russian con 
artist who scammed upper-crust New York. 

But the pundits’ favorite in a tight race is “The 

White Lotus,” a satirical look at hypocrisy and 
wealth among the guests at a luxury Hawaii hotel. 
The show-which is bending Emmy rules by 
returning for a second season, albeit with a large-
ly new cast and location-has a whopping eight 
acting nominations, including for Jennifer 
Coolidge. Actors make up the biggest voting 
branch in the Academy. “I think Michael Keaton 
has got a lock on actor in a limited series” for 
‘Dopesick’,” said Hammond, while Amanda 
Seyfried’s turn as disgraced Theranos boss 
Elizabeth Holmes in “The Dropout” is likely to 
prove popular. 

 
‘The Slap’  

The ceremony will be hosted by “Saturday 
Night Live” stalwart Kenan Thompson. It is 
expected to mark a return to normality, after the 
Covid-19 crisis forced producers to get creative 
with recent remote and socially distanced edi-
tions. The show takes place at a downtown Los 
Angeles theater, where A-listers will gather to 
walk the red carpet for the first major Hollywood 
awards ceremony since this year’s extraordinary 
Oscars. 

Back in March, Will Smith stunned viewers 
around the world by slapping Chris Rock live on 
stage for cracking a joke about his wife. Emmy 
organizers have rejected the suggestion that 
security will need to be beefed up to prevent a 
repeat. “I can’t imagine that lightning will strike 
twice,” Academy CEO Frank Scherma told 
Deadline. “We have smart security. We have peo-
ple around that make quick decisions... We’ll be 
on the lookout and we’ll be smart like we always 
are.” —AFP

‘Squid Game’ to compete for Emmys history

In this file photo a pink soldier guard is part of the 
ambiance at Netflix’s “Squid Game” Los Angeles FYSEE 
Special Event at Netflix FYSEE at Raleigh Studios in Los 
Angeles, California. —AFP


