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Ireland edge England, Samoa  
trounce USA in WCup Sevens

New Zealand face Argentina in the quarter-finals
CAPE TOWN: Ireland and Samoa eliminated 
seeded teams to reach the quarter-finals on the 
first day of the Rugby World Cup Sevens tour-
nament at the Cape Town Stadium on Friday. 
Ireland beat England, runners-up in the two pre-
vious World Cups, 17-5, while Samoa trounced 
the United States 40-12. Although seedings were 
based on the 2018 World Cup, neither result was 
a major shock because both Ireland and Samoa 
were coming off  sol id results  in  the World 
Rugby Sevens Series which ended last month. 
England, winners of the inaugural World Cup 
Sevens in 1993 and runners-up in 2013 and 2018, 
were starved of the ball as Ireland dominated 
the first half. 

But Ireland had to wait until a minute before 
half-time to turn their surfeit of possession into 
points through a converted try by Harry McNulty. 
Ireland increased their lead almost immediately 
after half-time with a try by Mark Roche. They 
put the match beyond reach when Jordan Conroy 
scored while England were down to six men after 
Alex Davis was handed a yel low card. The 
England players wore black armbands following 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday. 

 
Overpowered  

Paul Scanlon scored two of Samoa’s six tries as 
the islanders outplayed their American opponents, 
scoring four tries in the second half after leading 
14-5 at half-time. Defending champions New 
Zealand overpowered Scotland 43-5, running in 

seven tries, with Akuila Rokolisoa and Amanaki 
Nicole both scoring twice. 

New Zealand have won three of the seven pre-
vious World Cups in the seven-man format. 
Newly-crowned World Series champions Australia 
had a comfortable 35-0 win against Uruguay, 
while hosts South Africa beat Chile 32-5. It is the 
last tournament in charge for South African coach 
Neil Powell, who will take up a post with the 
Durban-based Sharks in 15-man rugby after the 
World Cup. 

Powell  has coached the Bl itzboks to two 
Commonwealth Games gold medals and three 
World Series titles but the closest his team has 
come to a World Cup was a bronze medal in San 
Francisco in 2018. Fiji, who won the title in 1997 
and 2005, were 29-5 victors over Wales. Also 
through to the quarter-finals were France, who 
won a tight match 19-12 against Canada, and 
Argentina, who beat Kenya 22-17. The World Cup 
is played as a straight knock-out competition, 
with losing teams relegated to competing for the 
minor placings. 

New Zealand met Argentina in the quarter-
finals on Saturday night. They are in the same half 
of the draw as South Africa, who play against 
Ireland. The other match-ups are Australia against 
France and Fiji against Samoa. In the women’s 
championship, strongly-fancied Australia and 
New Zealand both had big wins, against 
Madagascar and Colombia respectively, to qualify 
for the quarter-finals. They were joined by the 

United States, Canada, Fiji, Ireland, England and 
France. The women’s quarter-final line-up is: 

Australia v England, United States v Canada, New 
Zealand v Ireland, France v Fiji. —AFP

CAPE TOWN: Jordan Conroy of Ireland scores a try against England during the Rugby World Cup Sevens tournament in 
Cape Town on September 9, 2022. —AFP

Pedersen wins Vuelta  
19th stage as leader  
Evenepoel stays safe 

 
PIORNAL: Mads Pedersen surged away from his 
sprint rivals on Friday to take the 19th stage, his 
third victory in the last seven Vuelta a Espana 
stages, while race leader Remco Evenepoel fin-
ished comfortably in the pack. Pedersen, a Dane 
who rides for Trek, powered away from Fred 
Wright and Belgian Gianni Vermeersch, to take the 
138.3km stage that began and ended in Talavera de 
la Reina in central Spain. 

With two stages to race, Belgian Evenepoel of 
Quick-Step remained two minutes and seven sec-
onds ahead of Spaniard Enric Mas and 5min 14sec 
clear of third-placed Juan Ayuso. The stage ended 
in a sprint after the pack reeled in a powerful 
breakaway. “It was very hard to control the pelo-
ton, the team did an impressive job,” said Pedersen. 
“I have to say thank you to the guys because with-
out them I had no chance to win today.” 

Evenepoel said he had done a deal with the 
winner to help ensure the pack finished together. 
“This was the perfect race,” said Evenepoel. “I 
promised Mads to control the breakaway with him, 
so we did our job.” On Tuesday, when his closest 
rival Primoz Roglic suffered a race-ending crash, 
Evenepoel also had a scare when he punctured. 
But the Belgian was given the same time as the 
main bunch because he was less than 3km from the 
finish when he stopped. 

He said those events were on his mind on Friday 
and he was just aiming to make it to the last 3km 
“in case I would get a flat tyre or a bike problem. 
It’s just to stay safe, because tomorrow is the last 
day and the biggest fear today was to have a crash 
or to be unlucky. So that’s why we were trying to 
stay in front.” “Then, the last 1.3km was a straight 
line, so then I could slow a bit down and just follow 
the wheels.” Saturday’s 20th and penultimate stage 
is a 181km run from Moralzarzal to Puerto de 
Navacerrada through the Guadarrama range north 
of Madrid. It includes five climbs which will give 
Evenepoel’s rivals one last chance to attack. 

 
‘Crazy day’  

“I think tomorrow will be a very crazy day,” 
said mountains classification leader Richard 
Carapaz of Ineos. Sunday’s final stage is a short, 
flat ride into Madrid. Meanwhile Roglic, the 
three-time defending Vuelta champion, on Friday 
blamed Wright for his crash. Barely 100m from 
the line on Tuesday, Roglic, sprinting for victory 
and bonus points, made contact with Wright, lost 
control at high speed, smashed onto the tarmac 
and suffered injuries that forced him to abandon. 
“This was not okay,” Roglic said in an interview 
published on the web site of his Jumbo-Visma 
team. “The way this crash happened is unaccept-
able,” Roglic said. —AFP 

Alcaraz faces 
Ruud for US  
Open title  

 
NEW YORK: Carlos Alcaraz defeat-
ed Frances Tiafoe in a gladiatorial US 
Open semi-final on Friday, setting up 
a showdown for the title and world 
number one ranking against Casper 
Ruud. The 19-year-old Spaniard tri-
umphed 6-7 (6/8), 6-3, 6-1, 6-7 (5/7), 
6-3 to become the youngest men’s 
Grand Slam finalist since compatriot 
Rafael Nadal captured the first of his 
22 Slams at the 2005 French Open. 

Norway’s seventh-ranked Ruud 
earlier defeated Russia’s Karen 
Khachanov 7-6 (7/5), 6-2, 5-7, 6-2 to 
also reach his first Grand Slam final. 
Tiafoe went down fighting, however, 
saving three match points and retriev-
ing breaks in both of the last two sets. 
“We are in the semi-final of a Grand 
Slam, we have to give everything we 
have inside, we have to fight until the 
last ball,” said Alcaraz, the youngest 
US Open finalist since Pete Sampras 
in 1990. 

“It doesn’t matter if you’re fighting 
for five hours or six hours. It doesn’t 
matter, you have to give everything on 
court.” For Alcaraz, who unleashed 59 
winners, it was his third successive 
five-setter as he closes in on a maiden 
Slam and becoming the youngest ever 
world number one. “It’s my first time in 
a final of a Grand Slam. I can see the 
number one in the world, but at the 
same time it’s so far away,” he added. 

‘Give everything’ 
“I’m going to give everything that 

I have. I wil l  have to handle the 
nerves of being in the f inal of a 
Grand Slam but obviously I’m really 
happy.” Tiafoe hailed his conqueror. 
“I gave everything I had, too good 
from Carlos tonight,” said Tiafoe. 
“Honestly I came here wanting to 
win the US Open, I feel like I let you 
guys down. This one really hurts.” 

Alcaraz saw two break points 
come and go in the seventh game of 
the opener before needing to save a 
set point in the 12th which featured a 
breathtaking rally that the Spaniard 
claimed from two seemingly losing 
positions. The teenager saved three 
more set points in the tiebreak but 
Tiafoe converted his f i fth when 
Alcaraz served up his third double 
fault of the 64-minute opener. 

Alcaraz saved a break point in the 
third game of the second set, at one 
stage stretching for a winning point 
with his back facing Tiafoe to win 
another memorable rally. His flam-
boyance was rewarded when he 
broke for 4-2 on his way to leveling 
the semi-final thanks to Tiafoe bury-
ing a return in the net. Alcaraz had 
needed nine hours and 10 sets in his 
last two rounds, including a quarter-
final which finished at 2:50 a.m. 
Thursday, to reach the semi-final. 

 
Match points saved  

However, he looked the fresher of 
the two men when he raced to a 
double break, 4-0 lead in the third 
set, allowing Tiafoe just three points. 
For good measure, Alcaraz broke the 
American a third time in the seventh 

game. World number 26 Tiafoe, who 
knocked Nadal out of the tourna-
ment in the last-16, was hoping to 
become the first American man in a 
major final since Andy Roddick at 
Wimbledon in 2009. 

He gamely retrieved two breaks 
in the fourth set, saved a match 
point in the 10th game with a nerve-
less drop shot before claiming the 
tiebreak to send the clash into a 
decider. It was an eighth successful 
t iebreak out of  eight for the 
American. Alcaraz broke for 2-0 in 
the fifth set only for Tiafoe to again 
claw his way back to 2-2.  

The American, however, double-
faulted to hand the advantage back 
in the fifth game. Tiafoe saved two 
more match points in the ninth game 
before Alcaraz went on to seal vic-

tory in four hours and 19 minutes 
when his opponent netted a weary 
backhand. Ruud will be appearing in 
his second Grand Slam final of the 
season after finishing runner-up to 
Nadal at the French Open in June.  

“After  Roland Garros , I  was 
extremely happy but at the same 
time humble enough to think that 
could be my only final in a Grand 
Slam in  my career,”  sa id  Ruud. 
“They don’t come easy. So here I 
am a couple of months later - it 
feels beyond words to describe.” 
The 23-year-old Norwegian set the 
tone for his dominance early in the 
semi-final when he came out on top 
in a 55-shot rally to convert a third 
set point in the opening tiebreak 
which his Russian rival described as 
“crazy”. —AFP

NEW YORK: Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz celebrates after winning against USA’s Frances 
Tiafoe during their 2022 US Open Tennis tournament men’s singles semi-final match 
on September 9, 2022.  —AFP

TALAVERA DE LA REINA: Team Trek’s Danish rider Mads 
Pedersen cycles ahead of Team Bahrain’s British rider 
Fred Wright (L) before the finish line during the 19th 
stage of the 2022 La Vuelta cycling tour of Spain, a 
138.3 km race from Talavera de la Reina on September 
9, 2022. —AFP

Sri Lanka overpower 
Pakistan in Asia Cup  
final dress rehearsal 

 
DUBAI: Spinner Wanindu Hasaranga led Sri 
Lanka’s bowling charge to set up a comfortable 
five-wicket victory over Pakistan on Friday in their 
dress rehearsal for the Asia Cup final. Both teams 
have already booked their place in Sunday’s title 
clash at the warm-up tournament to the T20 World 
Cup in October-November. Hasaranga returned fig-
ures of 3-21 with his leg-spin to help bowl out 
Pakistan for 121 in 19.1 overs after Sri Lanka elected 
to field first in Dubai. 

Sri Lanka slipped to 29-3 in their chase before 
Pathum Nissanka (55 not out) and Bhanuka 
Rajapaksa (24) put on a stand of 51 as the island 
nation achieved their target with three overs to 
spare. The left-handed Rajapaksa fell after his 19-
ball knock but Nissanka stood firm and Hasaranga 
hit the winning runs as Sri Lanka registered their 
fourth straight victory. 

“The confidence we have is massive after four 
consecutive wins, but we still don’t take Pakistan 
lightly in the final,” skipper Dasun Shanaka, who 
turned 31 on Friday, told reporters. “We know they 
are a very good side and enough good players in 
their side to come back strong and we should be 
ready for that.” Pakistan skipper Babar Azam said 
the game was a “good learning experience” ahead 
of the final. It was the Sri Lankan bowlers who 
began their team’s domination of the match as 
debutant fast bowler Pramod Madushan struck in 
his first over. 

He sent the in-form Mohammad Rizwan, who is 
second to Virat Kohli in the tournament’s run-scor-
ing charts, back to the pavilion for 14. Chamika 
Karunaratne ended Fakhar Zaman’s stay on 13 and 

Pakistan slipped further when Hasaranga bowled 
Azam. Azam, who has struggled in the tournament 
with scores of 10, 9, 14 and nought in his previous 
innings, began with a delightful straight drive for 
four but could not produce a match-defining score. 

 
‘Talented’ Nissanka 

Pakistan kept losing wickets and Hasaranga fin-
ished his spell with two successive wickets to flatten 
the opposition batting, which survived only 19.1 
overs despite a late cameo of 26 by Mohammad 
Nawaz. “I am really happy because last few games I 
went for some runs,” Hasaranga said. “Have come 
back strong with some good quality wickets, so 
happy. I tried bowling dot balls in first few overs, 
that’s why the three wickets came.”  

Spinner Maheesh Theekshana and Madushan 
took two wickets each. Pakistan’s fast bowlers took 

three early wickets to put Sri Lanka on the back 
foot before Nissanka and Rajapaksa put the chase 
back on track. Mohammad Hasnain gave his team a 
dream start when he dismissed Kusal Mendis for a 
first-ball duck with the second ball of the innings. 

Fellow quick Haris Rauf got a wicket in each of 
his f irst  two overs to send back Danushka 
Gunathilaka, for nought, and Dhananjaya de Silva, 
for nine. Nissanka then got going with Rajapaksa 
and despite losing his partner after a strong stand, 
reached his seventh T20I fifty for Sri Lanka. He 
was then joined by Shanaka, who made 21 off 16 
balls before falling to Hasnain. “He has got a great 
career ahead and a very talented guy,” Shanaka 
said of Nissanka. Pre-tournament favorites India, 
who lost two of their three Super Four matches, 
crashed out after Afghanistan lost to Pakistan on 
Wednesday. —AFP

DUBAI: Pakistan’s Iftikhar Ahmed is bowled by Sri Lanka’s Wanindu Hasaranga during the Asia Cup Twenty20 inter-
national cricket Super Four match between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium on 
September 9, 2022. —AFP


