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Bayern held for third straight  
draw; Leipzig crush Dortmund 

Wolfsburg record their first win of the season

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Moroccan defender Noussair Mazraoui (left) and Stuttgart’s French midfielder Naouirou Ahamada vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match on 
September 10, 2022. — AFP

BERLIN: A goal from French teenager Mathys Tel 
was not enough as Bayern Munich were held 2-2 at 
home to Stuttgart, their third Bundesliga draw in a 
row. In just his second start for Munich, Tel became 
the youngest goalscorer for the club when he gave 
the German champions a 1-0 lead at half time. Tel is 
17 years and 136 days, 69 days younger than the 
previous holder of the honor, Jamal Musiala when 
he scored against Schalke two years ago. Tel broke 
Stuttgart’s stubborn resistance 36 minutes into the 
opening half, side-footing the ball under visiting 
keeper Florian Mueller after some superb lead-up 
work from Alphonso Davis. 

Stuttgart looked to have equalized early into the 
second half when Serhou Guirassy swept the ball in 
from close range, but the goal was chalked off by 

VAR for a seemingly innocuous foul on Joshua 
Kimmich in the lead-up. The visitors did not need to 
wait long to score their first however, with Chris 
Fuehrich’s 57th-minute rocket giving Manuel Neuer 
no chance in goal. 

Sensing a resurgent energy in the visitors, Bayern 
quickly struck back through Musiala, now 19, who 
once again demonstrated his calm and assured pres-
ence, holding off two defenders to score his third of 
the season. With one eye on Tuesday’s visit from 
Robert Lewandowski’s Barcelona, Bayern looked to 
take the energy out of the match, bringing on several 
changes and dominating possession, before a late 
foul from Matthijs de Ligt brought Guirassy to the 
spot. The Guinean slammed the ball into the top 
right corner of the net to give his side their fifth draw 

from six matches this season. 
 

Rose dominates former club 
In Leipzig, one-time Dortmund coach Marco 

Rose secured a win against his former side in just 
his first match in charge, with a 3-0 victory. Rose 
coached Dortmund to second in the 2021-22 season 
before being let go in favour of current boss Edin 
Terzic, was only appointed Leipzig coach on 
Thursday after the sacking of Domenico Tedesco. 

While Dortmund started brightly, Willi Orban 
gave a jubilant Leipzig the lead after just six min-
utes with a towering header. Leipzig’s Hungarian 
midfielder Dominik Szoboszlai made it 2-0 just 
before halftime with a swerving strike from outside 
the box, before former Chelsea striker Timo Werner 

set up Amadou Haidara in the dying stages of the 
match to give the home side a dominant victory. The 
visitors, who had the chance to go outright first on 
the ladder with a win, now sit in fourth place with 
three games left to come this round. 

Hoffenheim ran out dominant victors at home 
against a ten-man Mainz, with a 4-1 win to go to sec-
ond on the ladder. In Frankfurt, Wolfsburg recorded 
their first win of the season - and their debut 
Bundesliga victory under former Bayern coach Niko 
Kovac - with a narrow 1-0 victory over Eintracht. 
Elsewhere, Bayer Leverkusen’s woes continued, held 
to a 2-2 draw away at lowly Hertha Berlin. Tipped as 
an outside chance for the title at the start of the sea-
son, Leverkusen could end the round as low as 17th 
depending on other results. — AFP 

DOHA: Hilal’s players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Lusail Super Cup 
football match between Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal and Egypt’s Zamalek at the Lusail 
Stadium on the outskirts of Qatar’s capital Doha on September 9, 2022. —  AFP 

LUSAIL: The $675 million stadium that 
Qatar will use for this year’s World Cup 
final was put through its first sellout test 
Friday with a match between the Egyptian 
and Saudi champions. Seventy-two days 
from the start of the tournament, organiz-
ers said the 80,000 capacity Lusail Iconic 
Stadium was full for the pre-match concert 
by Egyptian superstar Amr Diab and the 
game in which Al Hilal beat Egyptians 
Zamalek on penalties after a 1-1 draw.  

Lusail was the last stadium to be offi-
cially inaugurated and Hassan Al-Thawadi, 
head of the Qatari organizing committee, 
said it was “an emotional moment”. “It is 
the culmination of a 13-year journey,” he 

told beIN Sports. The stadium, shaped like 
a traditional Arabic bowl, is at the heart of 
a new city being built north of the tiny Gulf 
state’s capital.  

It will host 10 World Cup matches, 
including the December 18 final. No more 
games are planned before the tournament 
starts on November 20 however. The game 
was a test run for security, the border 
immigration system and the multi-billion 
dollar driverless train metro that will take 
the strain, ferrying more than one million 
fans around Doha during the World Cup. 

To take pressure off the main interna-
tional airport, Qatar this week reopened an 
old airport that had been kept for use by 
the ruling family and other VIPs. Hundreds 
of Saudi and Egyptian fans crossed the 
Abu Samra frontier in buses, after leaving 
their cars on the Saudi side. 

 All had to apply for a special fan ID, 
the Hayya card, that all supporters will 
need to enter Qatar during the World Cup. 

The processing system in a tent at Abu 

Samra was being used for the first time. 
Qatari authorities are expecting thousands 
of Saudis to support their national team 
during the tournament. “We entered with 
just our passport and the Hayya card,” said 
Muhammad Mujahid, an Egyptian living in 
Saudi Arabia. “It was simple and well-
organized.” “We hope that this is a prom-
ising start for a good World Cup for all the 
Arab world,” said another Zamalek sup-
porter Ahmed Mohi El-Din Othman. 

FIFA’s decision in 2010 to award the 
World Cup to Qatar has been criticized 
because of the mega-rich nation’s treatment 
of foreign workers and the LGBTQ commu-
nity. But FIFA president Gianni Infantino 
has said it will be the “best-ever” World 
Cup and that foreign fans will have an 
experience like a “child going to Disneyland 
for the first time and seeing the attractions 
and the toys”. FIFA says that 2.45 million of 
the three million tickets have been sold and 
that a final round of online sales will be held 
later this month. — AFP 

WCup stadium  
tested with first  
sellout crowd

LONDON: English football chiefs have been criticized 
for postponing all matches this weekend following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II, with the decision labeled a 
“missed opportunity” to pay tribute to the nation’s 
longest-serving monarch. After the Queen died aged 96 
on Thursday, the Premier League opted to cancel this 
weekend’s fixtures in consultation with the British gov-
ernment. Football chiefs were told by the Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport on Friday that 
there was no obligation to cancel or postpone sporting 
fixtures during the national mourning period. 

But the Premier League felt it was the right move to 
honor the Queen for her “extraordinary life and contri-
bution to the nation”. The second tier Championship, 
as well as Leagues One and Two, followed the Premier 
League in postponing this weekend’s matches. It was 
not just professional football as all amateur Saturday 
and Sunday leagues across the UK, including youth 
football, were called off. 

However, the England and Wales Cricket Board 
started England’s third Test against South Africa on 
Saturday after the first day’s play was rained off and 
the second postponed due to the Queen’s death. The 
deciding Test of the series will be staged over three 
days at the Oval, with a minute’s silence observed in 
memory of the Queen and the first rendition at a sport-
ing event of ‘God Save the King’ - Britain’s now altered 
national anthem given Charles III is the new monarch. 

Other sports have also resumed this weekend, with 
Premiership rugby union fixtures, Super League 

games, the PGA Championship golf tournament and 
Sunday’s Great North Run all scheduled. Horse racing, 
the sport the Queen was most closely associated with, 
will also resume on Sunday with the St Leger, one of 
the five English classics and which her horse 
Dunfermline won in 1977, the feature race at 
Doncaster. 

Former Liverpool and England striker Peter Crouch 
questioned football’s temporary shutdown, tweeting: “I 
know it’s only a game and some things are much bigger 
but imagine all our games went ahead this weekend. 
“Black armbands, silences observed, national anthem, 
Royal band playing etc to the millions around the 
world watching? Isn’t that a better send off?” 

Manchester United, West Ham and Arsenal had all 
paid tribute to the Queen by wearing black armbands 
and holding a minute’s silence in their European 
matches on Thursday evening. West Ham fans even 
sang ‘God save the Queen’ throughout their match 

against FCSB at the London Stadium. The opportunity 
for a similar show of respect from the rest of English 
football has been denied by the postponements. 

Television personality Piers Morgan, a noted 
Arsenal fan, wrote on social media: “Ridiculous deci-
sion. Sporting events should go ahead. a) The Queen 
loved sport and b) It would be great to see/hear huge 
crowds singing the National Anthem in tribute to Her 
Majesty, as West Ham fans did so magnificently last 
night.’ Former Manchester United and England 
defender Gary Neville replied saying: “I agree Piers. 
Sport can demonstrate better than most the respect 
the Queen deserves.” 

Fans were equally frustrated at being denied the 
opportunity to pay tribute to the Queen. A Football 
Supporters’ Association statement said: “We believe 
football is at its finest when bringing people together 
at times of huge national significance - be those 
moments of joy or moments of mourning. — AFP 

Football shutdown  
after Queen’s death  
slammed 


