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Backlash in Kuwait after conservative 
candidates propose ‘values document’ 

KUWAIT: A document announced by a 
group of conservative candidates for this 
month’s National Assembly elections 
reignited a debate over constitutional rights 
in Kuwait, as efforts to preserve traditional 
values were met with calls to protect public 
freedoms in the country.  

Several conservative candidates contest-
ing Kuwait’s parliament elections slated for 
Sept 29 signed a so-called ‘values docu-
ment’ on Sunday, in which they pledged to 
support Islamic laws, enforcing traditional 
values such as gender segregation at 
beaches and gyms, rejecting “immoral” par-
ties, concerts and festivals, and implement-
ing stricter controls over massage parlors. 

The signatories also undertook to apply, 
if elected, regulations that call for enforcing 

a modest dress code, stopping all “pagan” 
practices, imitating the opposite sex, gam-
bling and insulting the companions of the 
Prophet (PBUH). The candidates’ move 
seems to cater to a wide segment of the 
Kuwaiti society, who’ve pushed in recent 
years for more action from politicians to 
maintain the conservative nature of the 
Kuwaiti society and its Islamic values and 
traditions.  

However, these efforts are often met with 
a counter drive from liberal activists; the 
most recent of which are efforts led by civil 
society groups and liberal candidates, who 
voiced their rejection of the document that 
they believe violates the constitution by 
forcing guardianship on the public. Kuwait’s 
Women’s Cultural and Social Society 

released a statement rejecting the docu-
ment, saying that Kuwait is a “civil and con-
stitutional state” where personal rights and 
freedoms are protected by the constitution. 

Third constituency candidate Jenan 
Bushehri said the Kuwaiti people do not 
need guardians who tel l  them how to 
behave or what values they should follow. 
“Kuwaitis today need legislators who 
honor the constitution and understand the 
importance of intellectual pluralism and 
responsible freedoms,” she said. People 
also took on social media to voice their 
frustration with the proposed document, 
saying future MPs should instead focus 
on  other  press ing  matters  such as 
improving the state’s public services and 
infrastructure. 

Pledge to enforce dress code, gender segregation triggers outrage

KUWAIT: Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah writes in the 
book of condolences at the British Embassy on Sept 11, 2022, following the death of Queen Elizabeth ll at 
the age of 96. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah visited 
on Sunday the British Embassy in Kuwait to convey 
condolences of HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah for the late Queen of 
the United Kingdom Elizabeth II. During the visit, 
Sheikh Mohammad reflected the sorrow of the 
Kuwaiti leadership, government and people over the 
loss of Queen Elizabeth, remembering her majesty’s 
long and illustrious career and commending the 
strong historic relations between the UK and 
Kuwait.  — KUNA 

Amiri Diwan conveys 
Kuwait’s condolences 
for Queen Elizabeth II

EDINBURGH: The coffin carrying 
Queen Elizabeth II arrived on Sunday 
at Holyroodhouse Palace in 
Edinburgh, the monarch’s official 
Scottish residence, completing the 
first leg of her somber final journey. 
The hearse leading the seven-car 
cortege had left Balmoral Castle, 
where the queen died on Thursday 
aged 96, just after 0900 GMT and 
made a 290-km journey along streets 
lined with mourners. 

A hush fell over the gathered 
crowd as the cortege carrying the 

queen’s casket exited the gates of 
Balmoral Castle at the start of an 
odyssey of mourning in the United 
Kingdom that will culminate in her 
state funeral in London on Sept 19. 
Some well-wishers threw flowers or 
applauded, while others were in tears 
as the long convoy led by a black 
hearse wound its way slowly on a six-
hour journey to Scotland’s capital, 
where it will stay for two days. 

Six groundskeepers had loaded the 
oak coffin - draped with a Scottish 
Royal Standard and a floral wreath - 
into the hearse that was followed by a 
Bentley carrying the queen’s only 
daughter Princess Anne. The first 
glimpse of the queen’s coffin for a 
grieving nation came a day after her 
son Charles III was formally pro-
claimed king, and after her warring 
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EDINBURGH: Members of the public watch the hearse carrying the coffin of Queen 
Elizabeth II, draped in the Royal Standard of Scotland, as it is driven through 
Edinburgh towards the Palace of Holyroodhouse on Sept 11, 2022. — AFP 

Queen’s coffin 
on solemn 
final journey

BALAKLIYA, Ukraine: Destroyed armored vehicles litter the road in Kharkiv 
region on Sept 10, 2022, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. — AFP 

KHARKIV, Ukraine: Ukraine said 
Sunday that its forces were pushing 
back Russia’s military from strategic 
holdouts in the east of the country 
after Moscow announced a retreat 
from Kyiv’s sweeping counter-offen-
sive. Ukraine’s nuclear energy agency 
said the final reactor at the Russian-
controlled Zaporizhzhia plant, 
Europe’s largest nuclear power station 
and a focal point of the conflict, was 
shut off as a safety measure. 

The speed of Ukraine’s fightback 

against Russia’s invasion has appar-
ently caught Moscow’s military off-
guard, bringing swathes of territory 
Russia had controlled for months 
back into Ukraine’s fold. Crates of 
dumped munitions and abandoned 
military hardware were seen scat-
tered in territory left by the Russian 
forces, images posted by the 
Ukrainian military showed. 

“The liberation of settlements in 
the Kupiansk and Izyum districts of 
the Kharkiv region is ongoing,” the 
Ukrainian military said in a general 
battlefield update Sunday, 200 days 
into Russia’s invasion. 

 These are key supply and logistics 
hubs that Russia depends on to  
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Kyiv reclaims 
eastern areas in 
shock offensive

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT:  The interior ministry denied on 
Sunday reports that its agents had busted a group 
of people, mostly women, arranging to buy votes 
in favor of a former MP who was a member of the 
dissolved National Assembly. The ministry said in 
a statement that it will immediately announce 
when police bust such an illegal activity by any 
candidate. 

Deputy speaker of the dissolved house MP 
Ahmad Al-Shuhoumi strongly denied rumors on 
social media charging that the “busted” group was 
working in his favor. In a video posted on Twitter, 
Shuhoumi warned he will file a lawsuit in court 
against all those suspected of fabricating the false 
reports and spreading them to distort his image. 
Shuhoumi is bidding for re-election from the first 
constituency. 

Before the ministry statement, former opposi-
tion MP Bader Al-Dahoum strongly lashed out at 
those who are trying to buy votes and described 
them as “those who sell their country”. He called 
on the government to apply the law firmly. 
Candidate from the first constituency Wasmi Al-
Wasmi also blasted vote-buying operations, say-
ing “selling a vote to corrupt candidates is like 
taking part in corruption”. 

Meanwhile, many of the 376 candidates bid-
ding for the 50 seats have increased the tempo of 
the election campaign, highlighting corruption and 
economic, social and other issues. The snap polls, 
scheduled for Sept 29, were called after HH the 
Amir dissolved the National Assembly last month 
following months of non-stop political disputes 
between opposition MPs and the government. 

Islamist candidate Khaled Al-Shulaimi, running 
in the fourth constituency, warned the next gov-
ernment that the Assembly will not accept eco-
nomic reforms if they came at the cost of Kuwaiti 
citizens or resulted in imposing taxes or lifting 
subsidies. Candidate Thamer Al-Enezi from the 
second constituency slammed the previous gov-
ernments’ economic policies, saying assets in the 
general reserve fund rose to $156 billion, but van-
ished in a few years to finance wages in the face 
of declining oil prices. Enezi also called for 
amending the Assembly’s internal charter to limit 
the powers enjoyed by the speaker in order to not 
to make their powers unquestionable. 

In other news, the information ministry said it 
has decided to send a number of social media out-
lets to court for violating a decision by the min-
istry to ban opinion polls on the outcome of the 
elections. The ban came because a majority of 
these media outlets are not qualified to produce 
scientific opinion polls, and thus they use opinion 
polls to influence the opinion of voters in favor of 
certain candidates. 

Interior ministry 
denies it busted 
vote-buying gang

KUWAIT: Conservative candidates sign the ‘values document’.


