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KUWAIT: The 10-day 
registration period for 
the elections ended with 
376 candidates in  the 
running - 349 men and 
27 women. Candidates 
are now getting ready for 
the vote, scheduled to be 
held on Sept 29. With the 
start  of  campaigns for 
the parliamentary elec-
t ions, many elect ion 
headquarters  have 
opened throughout 
Kuwait’s governorates to welcome potential 
voters. Costs for an individual campaign have 
increased by about 20 to 50 percent, according 
to Talal  Al-Fadhli , a special ist  in electoral 
preparations. 

“Candidates spend between KD 150,000 to 
KD 2 million on electoral campaigns, especially 
in areas where campaign preparations have 
reached their peak and after the COVID-19 
pandemic. The cost depends on the candidate’s 
vision. If the candidate spends less than KD 
150,000, the chances of losing will be much 
less. The minimum cost of electoral campaigns 
reflects the seriousness and strength of the can-
didate,” he added. 

According to Fadhli, the cost of electoral 
campaigns includes billboards on main roads, 
setting up tents, invitation cards, advertisements 
and hospitality expenses, with campaign costs 
being paid either from the candidate’s own 
pocket or collected from friends and family. He 
added the use of social media has become pop-
ular in electoral campaigns, as it is the fastest 
and easiest mode of communication. Twitter 
costs amount to KD 200 to KD 300 per tweet, 
while media packages with at least 20 main-

stream media outlets cost between KD 500 to 
KD 1,500, adding being a trend on Twitter can 
cost a candidate around KD 150 to KD 300.  

“Social media has now become the most 
widespread and influential means to communi-

cate in Kuwaiti society, in addition to being the 
least expensive compared to newspapers and 
television channels,” Fadhli said. He told Kuwait 
Times candidates also spend money to promote 

themselves. “The cost of an electoral campaign 
includes KD 500 to KD 1,500 for making a pro-
motional video, which on regular days might 
only cost KD 30,” he explained. 

“The facilities at the campaign center, which 
includes a tent, service costs and buffet hall for 
10 days cost around KD 18,000 to KD 20,000, 
aside from the buffet which costs around KD 
800. The cost for billboards for the first two 
weeks comes to KD 50,000, and for the last 
two weeks, the price is doubled. Finally, some 
candidates hire a person responsible for follow-
ing up and reminding potential voters and their 
family and friends to vote for the candidate,” 
Fadhli said. 

Fadhli pointed out the logistical support sec-
tor is  the largest  beneficiary of  campaign 
spending, especially restaurants, hospitality 
providers and tent suppliers, followed by the 
advertising and media sector, in light of the high 
number of candidates in this year’s elections.
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KUWAIT: A renowned Indian cardiac surgeon, who is 
on a three-day visit to Kuwait, suggested that “there is 
a broad scope of further enhancing the partnership 
between Kuwait and India in the field of healthcare.”  

Dr Naresh Trehan, founder chairman of India’s 
largest private medical institution Medanta - the 
Medicity, arrived in Kuwait at the invitation of the 
Indian Doctors Forum (IDF), to deliver the keynote 
speech during its eighth program titled ‘Cardiac 
Surgery 2022 - a Travel Through Time.’ 

“I have come with an open mind to see where we 
can find a common ground between the medical pro-
fession, technology and he shared expertise from both 
the Kuwaiti and Indian sides,” Dr Trehan, said 
addressing a press conference on Sunday.  

Having performed more than 50,000 open heart 
surgeries, Dr Trehan has carved out a niche for himself 
in the field of cardiology. During his three-day visit, he 
will speak at the Specialized Chest Hospital on the 
‘surgical management of heart failure - assisted 

devices and management of complications’. He will 
also speak at the Faculty of Medicine on ‘New fron-
tiers in Cardiology and cardiac surgery’. 

“We have come a long way. When heart surgeries 
started in the late sixties or early seventies, the mor-
tality rate was twenty percent. Now it is just .2 per-
cent”, he said, speaking about the evolution and 
advancement of cardiovascular and cardiothoracic 
surgeries in India, particularly at his hospital.  

Dr Trehan said the success rate of coronary bypass 
surgeries at Medanta is 99.8 percent. “We perform 
around 6,000 heart surgeries every year. As the 
largest private hospital in India and with around 
twelve years of experience, we have been able to 
accomplish what we set out to do. Today, we have 
patients coming from eighty different countries. More 
than thirty-four countries also send in their medical 
professionals to our institution for training.”  

Dr Trehan, who graduated from King George 
Medical College in India moved to the US in 1969, 
to continue his studies, at the Thomas Jefferson 
University Hospital, in Philadelphia and went on to 
practice at New York University Medical Center 
Manhattan from 1971 to 1988. 

“At Medanta - the Medicity, we have done more 
than 100,000 live heart surgeries since 1995. We can 
also do surgeries with small incisions rather than cut-
ting the whole rib cage open through a procedure 
called minimal invasive surgery,” he said.  

Answering a question on robotic surgeries, he said, 

“I was involved in the development of robots in India’s 
healthcare sector from the year 1995 onwards. I 
brought the first robot to India in the year 2000. We 
have been doing heart surgeries and all other surger-
ies with the help of robots since then. We perform 
around 700 robotics surgeries every year.”  

“We will be very happy if we could develop a 
good relationship with the medical fraternity and the 

government of Kuwait to build on the goodwill that 
already exists between the two countries. We do 
share a lot of similarities in food, culture and we do 
have a lot of people speaking Arabic in India as well.” 

IDF President Amir Ahmad, who was also pres-
ent at the press conference, outlined IDF’s Oration 
program that takes place at Regency Hotel later on 
this week.
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KUWAIT: Dr Naresh Trehan makes a point during the press conference as IDF President Amir Ahmad 
looks on.  — Photo by Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Health Minister Khaled Al-Saeed has 
opened a medical center in West Abdullah Mubarak, 
“All Kuwaiti patients from Al-Adan hospital and 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer hospital will now be trans-
ferred to Jaber Hospital in South Surra,” Al-Saeed 
said during the opening ceremony. Meanwhile, with 
reference to the opening of more medical centers in 
Abu Futaira and Sabah Al-Ahmad city, the minister 
said, “We are at a post pandemic stage right now, 
after which the Health Ministry will focus on con-
structing and developing the medical system in the 
country” adding that “further developmental plans 
are already underway in places such as Al-Sabah, 
Al-Adan and Al Farwaniya hospitals.” 

Health Minister 
inaugurates  
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KUWAIT: Health Minister Khaled Al-Saeed with offi-
cials before the newly inaugurated health center in 
West Abdullah Mubarak.

KUWAIT: Hygiene inspectors at Kuwait 
Municipality, continued their demonstration for the 
third consecutive day at the Municipality headquar-
ters, against a decision to transfer them by 
Municipality Minister Rana Al-Fares. Consultant of 
the union of municipality workers, Mohammed Al-
Aradah, announced that the decision will be made 
only by the end of this week. 

“A group of workers at the union met 
Municipality Minister Al-Fares, who promised to 
make a decision by the end of the week on transfers 
within the same area rather than to other gover-
norates,” Aradah revealed. He asked inspectors to 
return to their work at their current centers until a 
decision has been made.  “The minister expressed 
her admiration of the inspectors’ efforts and said 
that they deserved respect and appreciation for 
their work,” he added. 

Municipal inspectors 
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Oil 
and Acting Minister of National Assembly Affairs 
Mohammad Al-Fares met officials of the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources on Sunday and gave them instructions 
issued by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf to boost food security and closely monitor 
this issue by focusing on animal and plant products 
and taking strict measures against violators. 

“The minister’s visit sent a clear message that the 
authority will make radical changes based on the 
prime minister’s instructions, making it clear that we 
are in a new phase where workers will be rated 
based on their productivity, degrees and specializa-
tions. Decisions will be made in the next two weeks 
regarding replacements based on certain criteria,” 
sources told Kuwait Times. 

The sources added that the changes are based 
on observations of the leadership and their per-
formance during the previous period, as the min-
ister has insisted that the new era needs capable 
and national staff. They said Fares inquired about 
the employees at PAAAFR, their numbers and 
how many more employees are needed for suc-
cessful reforms. 

Food security 
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KUWAIT: Hygiene inspectors protest before the 
Kuwait Municipality Headquarters.


