
NEW YORK: The United States on Sunday
observed the 21st anniversary of the 9/11 attacks,
with President Joe Biden recalling Americans’ sacri-
fice and New Yorkers honoring the nearly 3,000
people killed when hijacked planes destroyed the
Twin Towers. Relatives of victims, police officers,
firefighters and city leaders gathered at the
National September 11 Memorial in Lower
Manhattan, where the names of those who died
were read aloud in an hours-long ritual that has
occurred annually since the deadliest single attack
on US soil.

They rang bells and held moments of silence six
times, including at 8:46 am and 9:03 am (1246 and
1303 GMT), the precise minutes the passenger jets
struck the World Trade Center’s North and South
Towers. Biden commemorated the anniversary at
the Pentagon, where Al-Qaeda hijackers crashed a
plane into the massive building that serves as
Defense Department headquarters. In a steady rain,
the president approached a wreath of flowers and
placed his hand over his heart.

“I know for all those of you who lost someone, 21
years is both a lifetime and no time at all,” Biden
said in a somber speech outside the Pentagon. “The
American story itself changed that day,” he said.
“What we cannot change, never will, is the charac-

ter of this nation” the attackers sought to wound.
“The character of sacrifice and love, of generosity
and grace, of strength and resilience,” he said.

Biden also recalled how in the hours after the
attacks, Queen Elizabeth II - who died Thursday at

age 96 - sent a touching message to the American
people. “She pointedly reminded us: ‘Grief is the
price we pay for love,’” Biden said. Al-Qaeda
hijacked a total of four planes. The third hit the
Pentagon and the fourth, Flight 93, crashed in a field
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania after passengers
launched a revolt onboard. First Lady Jill Biden
attended a ceremony there Sunday.

Vice President Kamala Harris and Mayor Eric
Adams were among dignitaries attending the New
York event, where relatives hugged and wept,
placed flowers at the memorial and held placards
with images of their lost loved ones. “While the
grief recedes a bit with time, the permanent
absence of my father is just as palpable as it ever
was,” the son of Jon Leslie Albert said after reading
several victims’ names, including his father’s.

Sept 11 marked a foreign attack on American soil,
but Biden has warned the country faces anti-demo-
cratic turmoil from within, notably from his prede-
cessor Donald Trump’s supporters who stormed the
US Capitol on Jan 6, 2021 seeking to overturn the

2020 election. On Sunday he subtly touched on the
issue, urging Americans to “secure our democracy
together”. “It’s not enough to stand up for democra-
cy once a year or every now and then,” he said. “It’s
something we have to do every single day.”

Condolence messages arrived from foreign dig-
nitaries including NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg,
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who
called Sept 11 “one of the most tragic days” for
the US and the world. “Facing missile attacks daily,
Ukraine knows well what terrorism is and sincere-
ly sympathizes with the American people,”
Zelensky tweeted.

New York was illuminated late Saturday by a
“Tribute in Light” that showed two blue beams,
symbolizing the Twin Towers, projecting into the
night sky. In addit ion to those ki l led on
September 11, thousands of first responders, con-
struction workers and residents have since fallen
ill, many of them terminally, as a result of inhaling
the toxic fumes. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: Members of New York Fire Department raise a US flag at the 9/11 Memorial in New York City on September 11, 2022, on the 21st anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade Center, Pentagon, and Shanksville, Pennsylvania. — AFP
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UK papers hail 
William and 
Harry truce
LONDON: Britain’s newspapers on Sunday hoped
for royal reconciliation as their front pages were
dedicated to the surprise reunion of estranged
princes William and Harry, along with their wives
Kate and Meghan.

Pictures of the quartet putting aside their differ-
ences to look at floral tributes to Queen Elizabeth II
outside her former Windsor Castle residence were
splashed across the covers of many of the nation’s
Sunday papers.

“Reunited for granny,” read the Mirror’s headline,
while the Telegraph ran with “Reunited in sorrow”
and the Sun with “All 4 One”. Despite the truce,
relations still appeared to be frosty, with the Times
headline reading “Warring Windsors’ awkward
truce to honour the Queen”.

“In death, the Queen appeared to do the impos-
sible by bringing brothers William and Harry back
together,” said Sun columnist and royal expert
Ingrid Seward. “When they emerged from the same
vehicle for a walkabout in Windsor, accompanied by
their wives, a nation held its breath.

“It is quite possible that emotions will be run-
ning so high the brothers could become friends
again,” she added. The Mail’s Sarah Vine said that
the reunion “will have gladdened the hearts of mil-
lions.” “Will it last? We must pray it does,” she
added, calling on Harry to drop plans to publish

his autobiography.
“It is time now for forgiveness, to put all those

things to one side and find a way forward together,”
she wrote. While there was optimism among some
papers, the Sunday Times said that “although the
brothers put on a show of unity at Windsor, it is
understood that the camps required extended
negotiations behind the scenes beforehand, delay-
ing their arrival for the walkabout by 45 minutes.”

The Sun also cautioned that “it is understood
past wounds haven’t fully healed, and the walkabout
was more a temporary truce.” The Sunday

Telegraph described the move as “a knockout PR
blow intended to stop 10 days of national mourning
being overshadowed by tales of the on-going rift
between the royal brothers.”

It praised William for offering an “olive branch”,
saying the prince had “created his very own
‘cometh the hour, cometh the man’ moment.”
However, it warned that “while the joint appear-
ance will undoubtedly begin a healing process for
the once-inseparable siblings, there is no denying
that the road to peace is not without its potential
potholes.” — AFP

WINDSOR: (L-R) Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales, Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales, Britain’s
Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, wave at well-wishers on the Long walk
at Windsor Castle on September 10, 2022. —AFP

PM Truss to join 
King Charles III at 
services across UK
LONDON: Prime Minister Liz Truss will join
King Charles III at memorial services around
Britain for Queen Elizabeth, Downing Street
has said, while denying she would officially
accompany him after the idea drew criticism.

Media commentators and social media users
had whether there was a political motivation for
Truss joining the king to lead mourning in
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. But the
prime minister’s office was at pains to play
down any controversy, with Truss still in the
first week of her premiership after having been
appointed by the queen on Tuesday.

“The PM is not ‘accompanying’ the king and it
is not a ‘tour’. She is merely attending these serv-
ices,” Downing Street said. A day earlier,
Downing Street had said that Truss “will join the
king as he leads the national mourning across the
United Kingdom, attending services of reflec-
tion” in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.

“It’s not a requirement. But the prime minis-
ter believes it’s important to be present for
what will be a significant moment of national
mourning around the United Kingdom.” The
initial announcement had drawn criticism.

“Out of genuine interest... why?” tweeted
Alastair Campbell, the former media chief for
ex-prime minister Tony Blair, in response to a
BBC report that Truss would accompany
Charles. “I can see how this helps Liz Truss. I
cannot see how it helps King Charles,” added
Financial Times writer Henry Mance, adding
that the “well-wishing atmosphere seen outside
the palace yesterday will be hard to recreate if
a politician is present and meddling”.

Charles is visiting all the component nations
of the United Kingdom in an operation code-
named “Spring Tide” following the death of
Britain’s longest serving monarch. Buckingham
Palace on Saturday announced fuller plans for
Charles’ itinerary leading up to the queen’s
state funeral in London on September 19.

The king is first due to attend a service of
“prayer and reflection” for the queen at St
Giles’ Cathedral in the Scottish capital
Edinburgh on Monday. Charles will then fly to
Belfast on Tuesday for a similar service at St
Anne’s Cathedral in Belfast, Northern Ireland,
and will travel to Wales on Friday. Details for
the Welsh trip have yet to be released. —AFP

Canadian Conservative 
party elects new
populist leader
OTTAWA: Nearly a year after a defeat in parliamen-
tary elections, the Canadian Conservatives elected a
new leader on Saturday, choosing right-wing Pierre
Poilievre to lead the opposition to premier Justin
Trudeau.

Poilievre won 68 percent of about 400,000 votes
cast by party members in the first round, putting him
well ahead of his main competitor, centrist former
Quebec premier Jean Charest, with 16.07 percent.
Poilievre, 43, beat out five contenders for the top
Tory job by railing against inflation and COVID-19
vaccine mandates, promoting cryptocurrencies and
pipelines, as well as backing the trucker-led protest
convoy that occupied the capital Ottawa in February.

“Tonight begins the journey to replace an old gov-
ernment that costs you more and delivers you less with
a new government that puts you first,” Poilievre said in
a speech in Ottawa after his win. “By tackling Liberal
inflation, we’ll put you back in control of your life and
your money,” he said, hitting out at Trudeau’s govern-
ment as “the most expensive” in the country’s history.

Trudeau congratulated Poilievre on his win on
Twitter, calling for collaboration “to deliver results for
people across the country.” A veteran politician,
Poilievre twice served as a junior minister before
Trudeau took office and has been elected seven times
to represent a suburban district of Ottawa.

He takes over as party leader from an interim
head who has held the post since Erin O’Toole was
ousted in February following criticism that he had
shifted the party too close to the political center. In
September 2021 elections, the Conservatives failed
to take power, garnering 119 seats in the House of
Commons compared to 160 for Trudeau’s Liberals.
The Liberals were forced to form a new minority
government, as in 2019. —AFP

OTTAWA, Canada: Canada’s Conservative Party
newly elected leader Pierre Poilievre (L) and his
wife Anaida wave to supporters during the
Conservative Party Convention at the Shaw Centre,
Ottawa, Canada on September 10, 2022. — AFP


