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grandsons William and Harry, and their wives Kate 

and Meghan, briefly reunited for a walkabout. 
The king himself will travel to Edinburgh on 

Monday for a prayer service, before the body of the 
queen, who died at Balmoral on Thursday aged 96, is 
flown to London on Tuesday. Britain’s longest-serv-
ing monarch will then lie in state for four days which 
is expected to draw at least a million people, ahead 
of a funeral set to be watched worldwide and attend-
ed by numerous heads of state. 

“We want to say thank you that we can honor the 
memory of the Queen,” said Ukrainian Viktoriia 
Saienko, who fled Kharkiv, one of the cities devastat-
ed by Russia’s invasion, and is working in Scotland. 
“We wanted to say thank you very much to Britain, 
to the Queen and all her family,” the 29-year-old said 
as she waited in Edinburgh with a group of her com-
patriots clutching bouquets of roses. 

The symbolism of the queen’s last journey will be 
heavy for Scotland - a nation with deep royal links, 
but where there is also a strong independence move-
ment intent on severing the centuries-old union with 
the United Kingdom. “A sad and poignant moment as 
Her Majesty, The Queen leaves her beloved Balmoral 
for the final time,” Scotland’s First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon wrote on Twitter. “Today, as she makes her 
journey to Edinburgh, Scotland will pay tribute to an 
extraordinary woman.” 

The queen’s coffin will rest for a day at 
Holyroodhouse Palace. King Charles - who was for-
mally proclaimed monarch in Scotland at a pomp-
filled ceremony on Sunday - and other royals will on 
Monday take part in a procession to convey her cof-
fin along Edinburgh’s Royal Mile to St Giles’ 
Cathedral. The following day the coffin will be flown 
by Royal Air Force jet to Northolt airfield near 
London, and driven to Buckingham Palace. Then, on 
Wednesday, it will be moved to Westminster Hall to 
lie in state. 

King Charles will also visit Northern Ireland and 
Wales in a show of national unity. The new monarch 

will be joined at memorial services by British Prime 
Minister Liz Truss, who was only appointed by the 
late queen on Tuesday. Charles has seen his popular-
ity recover since the death of his former wife Diana, 
Princess of Wales, in a 1997 car crash, but he takes 
the throne at a moment of deep anxiety in Britain 
over the spiraling cost of living and international 
instability caused by the war in Ukraine. 

While Charles’ accession has pushed Britain into 
what newspapers have called the new “Carolean” 
era, Britain and the royal family are still coming to 
terms with the end of the Elizabethan age. Prince 
William broke his silence with an emotional tribute to 
his beloved “Grannie” on Saturday. “She was by my 
side at my happiest moments. And she was by my 
side during the saddest days of my life,” said William, 
who has now become the Prince of Wales. 

But the queen’s death also brought a surprise 
show of unity from William, 40, and his younger 
brother Harry, 37, when they emerged with their 
wives to speak to well-wishers outside Windsor 
Castle, near London. The sight of the two couples, 
who have barely seen each other since 2020, togeth-
er - even if they separated to speak and shake hands 
with different sides of the cheering crowds - will like-
ly spark rumors of a reconciliation. 

Pictures of the four were splashed on the fronts of 
Sunday’s newspapers. “Reunited for granny,” read 
the Sunday Mirror’s headline, while the Telegraph ran 
with “Reunited in sorrow” and the Sun with “All 4 
One”. The Sunday Times focused on the apparent 
frostiness, with the headline: “Warring Windsors’ 
awkward truce to honor the Queen”. 

Charles vowed at the formal Accession Council at 
St James’ Palace on Saturday that he would “strive to 
follow the inspiring example I have been set” by his 
mother during her “lifetime of service”. The cen-
turies-old tradition was televised live for the first 
time, featuring a fanfare of trumpets and a court offi-
cial wearing a feathered hat to declare him king from 
a palace balcony. Thousands of people have gathered 
outside Buckingham Palace and other royal resi-
dences in recent days to lay flowers and messages of 
condolence, or simply to experience history in the 
making. But officials expect far more people to pay 
their respects while the queen lies in state, before the 
televised funeral service at Westminster Abbey 
opposite. — AFP 
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restock its frontline positions in the east. Military 

observers have said their recapture by Ukraine 
would be a serious blow to Moscow’s military ambi-
tions in Kharkiv. 

The head of the Ukrainian military announced 
early Sunday that as much as 3,000 sq km had been 
wrested from Russia since the offensive began at 
the beginning of this month. That figure is already 
around one-third larger than the total area 
announced by President Volodymyr Zelensky late 
Saturday. On Sunday, he announced that Ukraine 
forces had taken a village of around 4,000 people 
between Kharkiv and Izyum. “The great Ukrainian 
flag has been returned to Chkalovske. And it will be 
like that everywhere. We will cast out the occupiers 
from every Ukrainian town and village,” he said in a 
video online. 

Ukrainian officials this weekend hailed the 
“astonishing” pace of the counter-offensive and on 
Sunday, the country’s foreign minister used the 
momentum to appeal to Western allies for more 
stockpiles of sophisticated weapons. “Weapons, 
weapons, weapons have been on our agenda since 
spring. I am grateful to partners who have answered 
our call: Ukraine’s battlefield successes are our 
shared ones,” Dmytro Kuleba said. “Prompt sup-
plies bring victory and peace closer,” his statement 
on social media read. 

The reaction in Moscow to the Ukrainian gains 
so far has been muted, but on Sunday a military 
map presented by the Russian defense ministry 
showed that its forces have made a major withdraw-
al from the Kharkiv region. Russia controlled just a 
sliver of territory in the region’s east, behind the 
Oskil river, the map showed. An earlier map on 
Saturday showed Russia occupying much more ter-
ritory in the region. 

Also on Sunday an official in the border region 

of Belgorod said “thousands” of people had fled 
the Kharkiv region over the border and into Russia. 
More than 1,000 people were being housed in 
temporary shelters, the official, Vyacheslav 
Gladkov, said. The Russian military made the sur-
prise announcement Saturday that it was “regroup-
ing” its forces from Kharkiv to the Donetsk region 
just south to focus its military efforts there. But the 
announcement came shortly after Moscow also 
said it was actually sending reinforcements towards 
Kharkiv. 

Around Balakliya, one of the first towns to be 
recaptured by Ukrainian troops, AFP journalists 
saw evidence of fierce battles, with buildings 
destroyed or damaged and streets mainly deserted. 
Iryna Stepanenko, 52, who was outside cycling for 
the first time in months, said she had hidden in her 
basement for three months. “There was a lot of fear, 
shelling. It was scary,” she recounted of the Russian 
takeover and Ukraine’s bid to recapture the town, 
where some 27,000 people lived before the inva-
sion. She said she was relieved to see Kyiv’s forces 
retake the town but was still worried about the 
future. “I’m worried the Russians could return. I’m 
worried the shelling could start again.” 

Despite the reported Ukrainian gains, Russian 
forces have continued bombardments across the 
frontline, and in the Donetsk region, officials said 
shelling killed 10 people and wounded another 19. 
An uptick in fighting in and around the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power plant meanwhile has sharpened fears 
of another nuclear incident comparable to the 
Chernobyl disaster in northern Ukraine in 1986. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Sunday 
warned his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron 
of the potential “catastrophic consequences” of 
what he said were Ukrainian attacks on the plant. 
Ukraine’s state nuclear agency on Sunday said that 
the sixth and final reactor at the plant had been shut 
off. Energoatom said that the sixth reactor had been 
generating energy for the plant itself for three days 
and that the decision to halt its operations came 
when external power had been restored to the facil-
ity. It cautioned again, however, that in its view the 
only way to ensure the safety of the facility would 
be to create a demilitarized zone around it. — AFP  

Kyiv reclaims 
eastern areas in...

 

Tunisian journo  
granted bail in  
‘terrorism’ case 

 
TUNIS: A Tunisian journalist and activist was 
released on bail Sunday, five days after his arrest on 
suspicion of “terrorism”, his website said. Ghassen 
Ben Khlifa, editor of the website Inhiyez and a promi-
nent pro-Palestinian activist, was arrested at his 
home on Tuesday. 

The case against him is the latest in what civil 
society groups describe as a growing threat to free-
dom of the press in Tunisia under President Kais 
Saied. Police officers also searched Ben Khlifa’s house 
and seized two computers, according to multiple 
media reports. 

His lawyer, quoted by local media, said Ben Khlifa 
was suspected of running a Facebook page that 
“incites terrorism”. The judiciary has agreed to release 
Ben Khlifa on bail for the duration of the investigation, 
according to Inhiyez. 

Dozens of activists and journalists demonstrated  
in central Tunis on Friday to demand his release. The 
North African country has seen a spike in prosecu-
tions of journalists, including in military courts, 
since Saied seized wide-ranging powers last year. 

Civil society groups have warned of a return to 
the methods used by security services under auto-
crat Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, who was overthrown in 
the 2011 revolt that sparked the Arab Spring upris-
ings. In a report released in early May, the SNJT 
journalists’ union warned against “serious threats” to 
press freedom in the country. — AFP 

Swedes vote in tight election  
race as far right-wing surges

PM hopes to hang onto power with support of small Left, Centre and Green parties
STOCKHOLM, Sweden: Swedes began 
voting in legislative elections Sunday that 
will either pave the way for an unprecedent-
ed right-wing government supported by the 
far right or a third straight mandate for the 
ruling Social Democrats. 

Opinion polls have predicted a close race 
with a razor-thin lead for Prime Minister 
Magdalena Andersson’s Social Democrats 
and the left bloc, following a campaign dom-
inated by rising gang shootings and soaring 
electricity prices. Polling stations opened at 
8:00 am (0600 GMT) and will close at 8:00 
pm, with final results due around midnight. 

At a voting station set up in Stockholm’s 
Central Station, 34-year-old IT worker Erwin 
Marklund said he was concerned about the 
rise of the far right and had voted for the 
small Left Party. “It’s important to not get the 
far right into the system”, he told AFP. 

The right-wing bloc has never before 
agreed to cooperate with the nationalist and 
anti-immigration Sweden Democrats, long 
treated as “pariahs” by other political par-
ties. The far right has leapt to second place 
in opinion polls behind the Social Democrats 
in the final weeks of the campaign, credited 
with around a fifth of votes. 

Their surge-overtaking the traditional 
leaders of the right-wing bloc, the conserva-
tive Moderates-was attributed to an election 

race focused on issues close to their voters, 
including crime, segregation and the integra-
tion of immigrants. 

Prime Minister Andersson, 55, hopes 
however to hang onto power with the sup-
port of the small Left, Centre and Green 
parties. Speaking to reporters at a rally on 
the eve of the vote, she said she hoped she 
had convinced voters “that the Social 
Democrats are a party for ordinary people, 
for workers, with good safety nets, good 
jobs and a good future.” 

 
Tough days ahead  

Andersson, whose party has dominated 
Swedish politics since the 1930s, enjoys broad 
support among Swedes. She has consistently 
led her challenger for the post of prime minis-
ter, Moderates leader Ulf Kristersson, by a 
wide margin in opinion polls. Yet pollsters put 
the two blocs in an almost dead heat, pre-
dicting 49.7 to 51.6 percent of voter support 
for the left and 47.6 to 49.4 percent for the 
right. Kristersson is the architect behind a 
major U-turn for the right wing. 

He launched exploratory talks with the 
Sweden Democrats in 2019 and deepened 
their cooperation before the two other small 
right-wing parties, the Christian Democrats 
and to a lesser extent the Liberals, followed 
suit. “As it stands, we have two fairly clear 

blocs,” political scientist Katarina Barrling 
told AFP, noting it should be fairly easy to 
predict the next prime minister after elec-
tion night. However, both blocs are beset by 
internal divisions that could make for labo-
rious negotiations to build a coalition gov-
ernment. 

The previous 2018 election resulted in a 
four-month stalemate that ended with the 
Social Democrats forming a minority gov-
ernment. That would be a nightmare sce-
nario this time around. In addition to a loom-
ing economic crisis, Sweden is currently in 
the delicate process of joining NATO and is 
due to take over the EU presidency in 2023. 
“The pressure to have a united and effective 
government is larger today than in the last 
election”, Barrling noted. 

 
‘Enormous shift’  

The end of the Sweden Democrats’ polit-
ical isolation, and the prospect of it becom-
ing the biggest right-wing party, is “an enor-
mous shift in Swedish society”, said Anders 
Lindberg, an editorialist at left-wing tabloid 
Aftonbladet. 

Born out of a neo-Nazi movement at 
the end of the 1980s, the Sweden 
Democrats entered parliament in 2010 
with 5.7 percent of votes. They won 17.5 
percent in 2018. The party’s surge comes 

as Sweden struggles to combat escalating 
gang shootings attributed to battles over 
the drugs and weapons market. The coun-
try now tops European statistics for firearm 
deaths. While the violence was once con-
tained to locations frequented by criminals, 
it has spread to public spaces such as parks 
and shopping centres, sparking concern 

among ordinary Swedes in a country long 
known as safe and peaceful.  “My country 
totally changed from maybe the safest in 
the world”, 56-year-old Ulrika told AFP at 
a far-right rally late Saturday. “I’m so happy 
about my childhood... in that kind of a safe 
country but today no one can go out with-
out fear”, she said. —AFP 

NACKA, Sweden: Swedish Prime Minister and leader of the Social Democrats Magdalena 
Andersson arrives to give her vote at a polling center in Nacka, near Stockholm on September 
11, 2022 during the general elections in Sweden. —AFP

Italy’s far-right  
eyes victory under  
firebrand Meloni 

 
ROME: Italy’s Giorgia Meloni looks unstoppable: with two 
weeks to the election, final polls show her heading for a 
thumping victory to lead the country’s first far-right govern-
ment as its first female prime minister. 

The right-wing coalition, which includes Meloni’s post-
fascist Brothers of Italy party, Matteo Salvini’s anti-immigrant 
League, and Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, is forecast to 
pocket 46 percent of the vote. 

The left, lead by the Democratic Party (PD), looks to win 
28.5 percent, while the populist Five Star Movement (M5S) 
could take 13 percent, according to a YouTrend poll before a 
pre-voting embargo. 

In a startling move, PD head Enrico Letta admitted defeat 
this week, but urged undecided voters to choose his party or 
risk handing the right the landslide victory that would allow it 
to change the constitution. 

“I’m going to vote for Meloni,” 55-year old lawyer 
Bernardo, who did not want to provide his surname, told AFP, 
saying he wanted “to teach the PD a lesson” for a negative 
campaign based on “hating others”. 

 
‘God, country, family’  

The snap election was called following Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi’s resignation in July after three parties in his 
coalition pulled support, plunging Italy into uncertainty as it 
faced inflation and a record drought. 

The right-wing coalition has pledged extremely expensive 
solutions to the energy and cost of living crisis in the euro-
zone’s third biggest economy-without explaining how they 
will be paid for. The EU has earmarked almost 200 billion 
euros in post-pandemic recovery funds for Italy, which has 
the second highest public debt in the euro zone. 

Meloni, 45, who has cultivated a straight-talking, tough 
persona, said she would renegotiate that deal, which is con-
tingent on Italy carrying out a series of reforms. The leftist 
alliance insists the money is at risk should the right win. 

In 2018 elections, Brothers of Italy secured just over four 
percent of the vote, but is now polling at 24 percent despite 
being a political descendant of the Italian Social Movement 
(MSI), formed by supporters of fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini after World War II. Meloni has wooed Italians with 

her motto of “God, country and family”, stealing support from 
once-popular Salvini, who analysts say sealed his own politi-
cal fate by botching a power-grab in 2019. 

 
‘Still margin for surprise’  

She has pledged to cut taxes and bureaucracy, raise 
defence spending, close Italy’s borders to protect the country 
from “Islamisation”, renegotiate European treaties to return 
more power to Rome, and fight “LGBT lobbies”. — AFP 

ROME, Italy: Leader of Italian far-right party Fratelli d’Italia (Brothers of Italy) Giorgia Meloni speaks as a photograph of 
PD party (Partito Democratico) Leader Enrico Letta appears on the set of the broadcast “Porta a Porta”, a program of 
Italian channel Rai 1 in Rome. —AFP


