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Congratulations to Kuwait and its people for being winners at the 29th Cairo International Festival for Experimental Theater. Abdullah Al-Humoud shared the best actor prize with Tunisian actor Usama Kishkar for their 
role in the play “The 6th Column”, and two appreciation certificates as best playwrights for Fatima Al-Amer and Folool Al-Failakawi for the same play. “The 6th Column” was also nominated for best director (Ali Al-
Beloushi) and the best play.

Kuwaiti play wins at CIFET

When Jennifer Lawrence was 
offered a script about a wound-
ed US Army engineer who 

returns from Afghanistan to a strained rela-
tionship with her mother, she was on a sab-
batical from acting and not yet a parent. The 
Oscar-winning “Silver Linings Playbook” 
star, 32, whose fame had rocketed ever 
since the wildly popular “The Hunger 
Games” movies, had been a near-ubiquitous 
presence with a prolific run of movies, 
before announcing a pause because “every-
body had gotten sick of me.” 

But when she read a script for 
“Causeway”-then entitled “Red, White, and 
Water”-something changed. “It was really 
just something that came from the gut, just 
like this urgency,” she told AFP at the 
Toronto film festival. “I was very clear that I 
didn’t want to work, and then somehow it 
landed on my desk, and I just had this sense 
of urgency, like ‘let’s make it, let’s do this.’” 
The subtle, character-driven indie movie-
which also became the first project for 
Lawrence’s fledgling production company-
follows military engineer Lynsey’s return to 
her mother’s home in New Orleans. 

A debilitating brain injury following an 
IED explosion in Afghanistan is not the only 

trauma she must overcome, as issues from 
her childhood and family life flood to the 
surface. Lawrence chose the film in part to 
showcase “what these heroes go through to 
keep us safe.” “It was wonderful to be able 
to talk to the amazing men and women who 
have served, to try to get some more infor-
mation and background,” she said on the 
red carpet of the film’s world premiere 
Saturday. 

 
Motherhood  

But she also partly drew on her own 
childhood for the role in “Causeway,” in 
which Lynsey has a fractious relationship 
with her unreliable mother. “I have compli-
cations in my childhood just like everybody 
else does-so it was more kind of working 
that out,” she said of the film, which began 
shooting in 2019 before it was interrupted 
by the pandemic and eventually resumed in 
2021. During that delay Lawrence also 
filmed and promoted doomsday comedy 
“Don’t Look Up.” And she has since become 
a mother herself, giving birth earlier this 
year to her son Cy. 

“Oh God, everything changes after you 
become a mom!” she told AFP. “How am I 
complicating his life? I don’t know yet,” she 

joked. The film sees Lynsey build an unlikely 
friendship with James, played by Brian Tyree 
Henry, an auto repair worker who fixes her 
truck when it breaks down. While both grew 
up in New Orleans, their backgrounds are 
very different. But he too has a family trau-
ma buried deeply in his past, which the two 
bond over, in a relationship which soon 
forms the emotional anchor of the film. 

 
‘Invisible injury’  

“This film is an excavation of how we 
begin to process, how we manage, how we 
actually change, how we start to connect 
again,” said director Lila Neugebauer, mak-
ing her film debut after success on 
Broadway. “Both Jen and Brian connect so 
deeply with their characters on this film, as 
actors and as human beings.” For Lawrence, 
there was “something about this woman 
who has been through so much, and is suf-
fering from this invisible injury, and trying to 
rebuild her home and where she belongs.” 

“There was something that deeply con-
nected with me,” she said. “Causeway” will 
be released November 4 in select theaters 
and on Apple TV+. The Toronto 
International Film Festival runs through 
September 18. —AFP

‘It came from the gut’: New mother Jennifer 
 Lawrence returns with ‘Causeway’

(From left) Linda Emond, Jennifer Lawrence, Brian Tyree Henry, Lila Neugebauer and 
Justine Ciarrocchi attend the “Causeway” Premiere during the 2022 Toronto 
International Film Festival at Royal Alexandra Theatre in Toronto, Ontario. —AFP photos

(From left) Keeley Karsten, Gabriel LaBelle, Steven Spielberg, Mateo Zoryon Francis-DeFord and Julia 
Butters attends “The Fabelmans” Premiere during the 2022 Toronto International Film Festival.

(From left) Julia Butters, Keeley Karsten, Chloe East, Gabriel LaBelle, Steven Spielberg, Mateo Zoryon Francis-DeFord, Paul Dano, Michelle 
Williams, Seth Rogen, Kristie Macosko Krieger, Judd Hirsch and Tony Kushner attend “The Fabelmans” Premiere during the 2022 Toronto 
International Film Festival. 

Jennifer Lawrence attends the “Causeway” Premiere during the 2022 Toronto 
International Film Festival.

Jennifer Lawrence attends the “Causeway” Premiere during the 
2022 Toronto International Film Festival. 

Steven Spielberg finally turned the cam-
era on his own childhood-from his par-
ents’ troubled marriage to anti-Semitic 

bullying-as his new movie “The Fabelmans” 
received its world premiere on a star-studded 
Saturday at the Toronto film festival. 
Considered one of Hollywood’s greatest living 
directors, with classics from “Jaws” to “E.T.”, 
Spielberg told a rapturous audience how he 
had long wanted to make such a deeply per-
sonal movie, but had eventually been motivat-
ed by the “fear” of the pandemic. “I don’t think 
anybody knew in March or April of 2020 what 
was going to be the state of the art, the state 
of life, even a year from then,” said Spielberg. 

“I just felt that if I was going to leave any-
thing behind, what was the thing that I really 
need to resolve and unpack about my mom 
and my dad and my sisters?” he said after the 

screening at North America’s biggest film 
festival. “It wasn’t now or never, but it almost 
felt that way,” said the 75-year-old. The 
movie-which will be released in November-is 
technically semi-autobiographical, following 
young Sammy Fabelman and his family, 
although the parallels to Spielberg’s own life 
could hardly be more clear. 

Like the real Spielberg, the Fabelmans 
move from New Jersey to Arizona and even-
tually California, with Sammy falling in love 
with filmmaking and honing his craft as a 
young director with the help of willing friends 
and improvised camera tricks. “It was really 
using glue and spit, trying to figure out how 
to put things together,” recalled Spielberg 
after the film, which recreates many of the 
amateur movies he made as a teenager. “I 
made all the behind-the-scenes stuff in this 

movie much better than the actual 8mm films 
I shot... it was a great do-over!” 

 
‘Outsider’  

While directing and filmmaking are a 
source of comfort and escapism for young 
Sammy, the movie tackles head-on his prob-
lems at home, including within the marriage 
of his parents-played by Michelle Williams 
and Paul Dano. Another sequence recalls 
anti-Semitic taunts by two bullies at his 
California high school-a real-life incident 
Spielberg said he wanted to include in the 
film, without placing it center stage. 

“Bullying is only a small aspect of my life. 
Anti-Semitism is an aspect of my life but it 
isn’t any kind of a governing force in my life,” 
he said. “It made me very, very aware of 
being an outsider growing up.” Before the 

screening, Spielberg noted that “The 
Fabelmans” is his first-ever film to be official-
ly entered at a film festival, marking a coup 
for the Toronto event. The Toronto 
International Film Festival (TIFF), renowned 
for its large cinephile crowds as well as A-list 
stars, was hit badly by the pandemic, but this 
year has seen the return of packed audiences 
and red carpets. 

 
No ‘swan song’  

Earlier on Saturday, Jennifer Lawrence 
drew screaming fans to the red carpet for 
“Causeway,” an indie drama in which she 
plays a wounded Army engineer struggling to 
recover from conflict-zone trauma back in 
her hometown of New Orleans. Daniel Craig 
and the star-studded cast of “Glass Onion: A 
Knives Out Mystery” arrived in Toronto for 

the whodunit sequel’s premiere. 
Director Rian Johnson and Craig’s gentle-

man sleuth Benoit Blanc return for a new case 
featuring Edward Norton’s shady billionaire 
and his wealthy friends on a private Greek 
island. Kate Hudson, Dave Bautista, Janelle 
Monae and Leslie Odom Jr co-star in the 
second installment of a budding “Knives Out” 
franchise which has been taken over by 
Netflix. “I’m gonna keep making these until 
Daniel blocks me on his phone,” joked 
Johnson after the premiere. 

Similarly, Spielberg assured the Toronto 
audience that reports he could step away 
from Hollywood after finally making the “The 
Fabelmans” were wide off the mark. “It is not 
because I have decided to retire and this is 
my swan song... don’t believe any of that!” he 
said. TIFF runs until September 18. —AFP

Netflix suspended filming of its British 
royals drama “The Crown” on Friday 
following the death of Queen 

Elizabeth II, the company said. The 
acclaimed show is currently filming its sixth 
season, having charted the late monarch’s life 
through multiple decades over the course of 
its previous seasons. “As a mark of respect, 
filming on ‘The Crown’ was suspended 
today,” a Netflix spokeswoman said in a 
statement to AFP. “Filming will also be sus-
pended on the day of Her Majesty The 
Queen’s funeral.” The multiple Emmy-win-
ning series began in its first season with 
Queen Elizabeth’s wedding to Prince Philip in 
1947. A fifth season is due to be released in 
November, and is expected to chronicle 
1990s events involving the monarchy includ-
ing the death of Princess Diana, with Imelda 
Staunton stepping into the role of the 
Queen. Netflix has not released details 
about season six, but it is expected to por-
tray more recent events including the after-
math of Diana’s passing in a fatal car acci-

dent, and its impact on the royal family. 
The announcement came as Hollywood 

stars and executives from Netflix and oth-
er major studios gathered in Toronto for 
the city’s international film festival. 
Theaters turned off their illuminated mar-
quees in the Canadian city on Thursday to 
mark the death of the Commonwealth 
monarch, while flags were lowered and the 
famous CN Tower also dimmed its lights. 
Former “Harry Potter” star Daniel Radcliffe 
was among the stars to address the 
Queen’s death at the festival, telling 
reporters that her absence felt “weirdly 
inconceivable and surreal right now.” “My 
parents and I, nobody of my age or their 
age has ever lived in a country without 
her,” he said on the red carpet for his new 
movie “Weird: The Al Yankovic Story.” 
Later on Friday in Toronto, Stephen Frears 
and Steve Coogan will introduce the world 
premiere of their monarchy-themed “The 
Lost King,” about the discovery of King 
Richard III’s remains. —AFP

Netflix suspends ‘The Crown’ filming 
after death of Queen Elizabeth

Spielberg confronts his childhood as ‘Fabelmans’ premieres in Toronto


