
Monday, September 12, 2022

14
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

La Rochelle survive Lyon scare; Stade  
Francais, Racing fall to Top 14 defeats

French Champions Montpellier get off mark
PARIS: Fly-half Antoine Hastoy made the differ-
ence with his boot as La Rochelle survived a late 
Lyon fightback to edge their Top 14 rivals 23-21 in 
their first away game this season but Paris clubs 
Racing 92 and Stade Francais both suffered 
defeats on the road. European champions La 
Rochelle remained unchanged from the starting 
XV that opened their campaign with a win against 
French champions Montpellier at home last week-
end. But after dominating for nearly an hour and 
touching down twice, La Rochelle endured a 
nervy finish with Lyon scoring three tries to earn 
a bonus defensive point. 

La Rochelle take top spot in the Top 14 table 
after their second win Montpel l ier hosting 
Bordeaux Begles later Saturday and Toulouse 
playing Toulon on Sunday. Racing 92 threw away 
a 10-point lead at the break to fall 31-25 at pro-
moted Bayonne who like Castres got their first win 
of the season 30-20 at home against Stade 
Francais. A well-structured gameplan and their 
opponent’s shortcomings had allowed La Rochelle 
take control in Lyon. New Zealand scrum-half 
Tawera Kerr-Barlow touched down their first try 
after 12 minutes. 

Hastoy punished the opposition with two 
penalities as the visitors surged to a 13-0 lead 
after 43 minutes. The 25-year-old France interna-
tional kicked 13 points to ensure victory even 
though Lyon scored one more try. Lyon dug deep 
with Georgian Davit Niniashvili touching down 
the first of his side’s tries after 57 minutes. La 
Rochelle’s South African winger Dillyn Leyds 
responded with a second try for his side, before 
late tries from international scrum half Baptiste 

Couilloud and New Zealand centre Josiah Maraku 
ensured a tense finish. 

“The last five minutes were very stressful,” said 
La Rochelle full back Brice Dulin. “Lyon played their 
luck to the full and it almost cost us dearly. We have 
to be able to kill games and not let the opponents 
come back. “The last ten minutes left a bitter taste. 
We are aware that we could have lost it.” Castres 
bounced back for last week’s defeat at Racing 92, 
with a three-try win over Stade Francais. 

Tries from Geoffrey Palis and Fijian pair Adrea 
Cocagi and Vilimoni Botitu put Castres on their 
way with a 30-10 half-time lead. Stade FranÁais 
attacked in the second half and were rewarded 
with a try from winger Sefanaia Naivalu after 46 
minutes, the second for the team after Nemo 
Roelofse’s in the first half. Despite being increas-
ingly dangerous, the Parisians were unable to 
made the difference allowing Castres increase 
their unbeaten home run to 22 matches. 

“We lacked control, made a series of mistakes 
in the first half,” lamented Stade manager Gonzalo 
Quesada. “Castres showed realism, were pragmat-
ic on all their balls. We will remember the second 
half. A another time, we would have taken 45 
points. There is work, but there are also good 
things”. Racing 92, led by ten points at the break, 
only to crack at Bayonne who bounced back after 
last week’s loss to Toulon. The Paris side were 18-
8 at the break, after Enzo Benmegal and Finn 
Russell scored two tries and thanks to the boot of 
Nolann Le Garrec. 

Facundo Boschgot had scored a try after six 
minutes for Bayonne with Thomas Ceyte and Teiva 
Jacquelain touching down two more in a three-

minute second half spell to revive the Basque side. 
“We were present for 40 minutes. In the second 
half, we stayed in the locker room,” said Racing 
manager Laurent Travers. “It’s a big disappoint-
ment.” Elsewhere Clermont got their campaign 

going with a 33-24 win at home against Pau. 
Alivereti Raka scored two of Clermont’s four tries 
with Damian Penaud and Arthur Iturria also 
touching down. Elsewhere Brive beat Perpignan 
17-6. —AFP

VENISSIEUX: La Rochelle’s French hooker Pierre Bourgarit (left) and La Rochelle’s French prop Thierry Paiva (right) react 
past teammates challenged by Lyon’s rugby players during the French Top14 rugby union match between Lyon Olympique 
Universitaire Rugby and Stade Rochelais (La Rochelle) at The Matmut Stadium on September 10, 2022.  —AFP

 

Australia’s Finch  
ends ODI career  
with a win  

 
CAIRNS: A Steve Smith century helped give 
retiring Australia skipper Aaron Finch a winning 
send-off Sunday with a 25-run victory in the 
final one-day international against New Zealand 
at Cairns. Chasing the home team’s 267-5, built 
on the back of Smith’s masterful 105, the Blacks 
Caps were all out for 242 in the last over with 
Mitchell Starc taking 3-60. 

It capped a disappointing Chappell-Hadlee 
series for the visitors. Australia won the opening 
game by two wickets before a 113-run thrashing 
of the Black Caps in the second. “For us to get to 
260 after probably our slowest start ever was 
just amazing,” said Finch, who was out for five in 
his 146th and last ODI. “Our bowling has been 
good, everyone has contributed. “Been a fun 
ride, I’ve loved every bit of it,” he added of his 
ODI career. New Zealand started the chase 
confidently, racing to 49 before Sean Abbott 
temped Devon Conway (21) into a drive that 
Smith caught. 

Cameron Green accounted for opener Finn 
Allen after a breezy 35, caught low by Josh 
Hazlewood to leave them 57-2 in the 12th over. 
Some unplayable bowling starved New Zealand 
of runs with Alex Carey stumping Tom Latham 
for 10 off Adam Zampa’s spin and Smith taking a 
comfortable catch to remove Daryl Mitchell (16) 
off Hazlewood. When skipper Kane Williamson 
was run out for 27 after a comical mix up with 
Glenn Phillips they were in trouble at 112-5. 

But a 61-run partnership between Phillips and 
Jimmy Neesham (36) then a 51-run stand with 
Mitchell Santner left them needing 46 from the 
last five overs and in the hunt. Phillip’s departure 
for 47 then Santner for 30 in the space of six 
balls, both caught near the boundary, ended any 
chance they had. “Slightly improved performance 
but Australia really showed their quality again,” 
said Williamson. “We need to learn to adjust to 
conditions quicker and try to put the teams 
under pressure when we can.” 

 
Standing ovation 

Williamson won the toss and sent Australia in 
and, after a moment’s silence to mark the death 
of Queen Elizabeth II, Finch was given a guard of 
honour as he strode to the crease. He survived a 
big shout for lbw on one but didn’t last long, 
bowled by Tim Southee as he attempted a drive 
from the 13th ball he faced, walking off to a 
standing ovation. 

It ended a career in which he made 5,406 runs 
at 38.89, hitting 17 centuries to leave him behind 
only Ricky Ponting (29), David Warner and Mark 
Waugh (both 18) in the Australian pecking order. 
Finch will remain in charge of the Twenty20 side 
for the World Cup at home next month. 

His long-time opening partner Warner was 
rested with Josh Inglis handed an opportunity 
that he failed to grab, caught behind off Trent 
Boult for 10. 

It left Australia on 16-2 with a nervy Smith 
and Marnus Labuschagne facing 22 dot balls as 
they struggled to settle. But they persevered and 
built a crucial 118-run partnership before 
Labuschagne mis-hit a pull shot and was out for 
52, caught by Neesham off Boult. Undeterred, 
Smith powered to his 12th ODI century off 127 
balls, hitting 10 fours and a six before being 
bowled by Santner. Alex Carey added a com-
posed unbeaten 42. —AFP

Swiatek defeats  
Jabeur to clinch  
US Open crown 

 
NEW YORK: Iga Swiatek surged to 
the third Grand Slam title of her 
career with a maiden victory at the 
US Open on Saturday, defeating 
Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur in straight sets to 
extend her remarkable finals winning 
streak. The 21-year-old world number 
one from Poland saw off a second set 
fightback from history-chasing Jabeur 
to prevail 6-2, 7-6 (7/5) in 1hr 52min 
at Arthur Ashe Stadium. 

The win was Swiatek’s second 
Grand Slam title of 2022 to set along-
side her French Open victory in June, 
which followed her maiden Grand 
Slam win at Roland Garros in 2020. 
Swiatek’s victory was her 10th 
straight win in a final. She is unbeaten 
in finals since suffering a lone reverse 
in her first WTA final in Lugano three 
years ago. Swiatek collapsed on court 
in relief after a win that saw her pock-
et a hefty $2.6 million in prize money. 

“I’m really glad it’s not in cash,” she 
quipped as she was presented with 
her winner’s cheque for a tournament 
she entered with low expectations 
when the season began. “I wasn’t sure 
if I was on the level yet to win actually 

a Grand Slam, especially at the US 
Open where the surface is so fast,” she 
said. “It’s something that I wasn’t 
expecting for sure. It’s also like a con-
firmation for me that the sky is the lim-
it. “I’m proud, also surprised a little bit, 
just happy that I was able to do that.” 

But the loss was another agonizing 
near-miss for Jabeur, who had been 
bidding to become the first woman 
from Africa to win a Grand Slam title. 
The 28-year-old from Tunis had also 
been beaten in the final of Wimbledon 
in July. “I have nothing to regret 
because I did everything possible,” 
said Jabeur. “I’m not someone that’s 
going to give up. I am sure I’m going 
to be in the final again and I will try 
my best to win it.” 

 
Jabeur fightback 

Jabeur impressed en route to the final, 
dropping only a single set and stitching 
together a string of assured performanc-
es. But she was in trouble almost from 
the get-go against the clinical Swiatek, 
who was into her stride quickly with her 
serve and signature forehand functioning 
smoothly. Jabeur by contrast looked jit-
tery and was broken to love in her first 
service game. Swiatek held easily to go 
3-0 up with only eight minutes gone in 
the first set. Jabeur did threaten a revival 
when she held and then broke to close 
the gap to 3-2. 

But the fifth seed was let down 
again by her shaky service game, a 

problem throughout Saturday’s final, 
and Swiatek broke back for a 4-2 
lead. Jabeur was broken again as she 
served to stay in the set and Swiatek 
took the first set. Swiatek threatened 
to run away with the second set after 
breaking Jabeur and holding to go 3-
0 up. Yet Jabeur showed great deter-
mination to break Swiatek to cut the 
deficit to 3-2. Once again however 
Jabeur was unable to make the serv-
ice break count and Swiatek broke 
again for a 4-2 lead. 

This time, though, Jabeur dug deep 
to claw her way back into the contest, 

assisted by a slice of luck when a 
Swiatek return clipped a net cord to 
clinch a service break. Jabeur held to 
level the score at 4-4 and suddenly 
the momentum had shifted. The next 
three games went with serve and 
Jabeur was left serving to stay in the 
match. She fought off a match point at 
5-6 and 30-40 down before holding 
for 6-6. Jabeur recovered from 4-2 
down to lead 5-4 in the tie break, but 
it was Swiatek who showed greater 
composure, converting her second 
match point when Jabeur smacked a 
return long. —AFP

NEW YORK: Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates with the trophy after winning against 
Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur during their 2022 US Open Tennis tournament women’s singles 
final match on September 10, 2022.  —AFP

American Ewing  
fires 67 to seize  
one-stroke lead 

 
WASHINGTON: Ally Ewing fired a five-under 
par 67 to seize a one-stroke lead over Mexico’s 
Maria Fassi after Saturday’s third round of the 
LPGA Queen City Championship. The 29-year-
old American opened the front and back nines 
with birdies and birdied all four par-5 holes to 
stand on 16-under 200 after 54 holes at Kenwood 
Country Club in Cincinnati, Ohio. “My mindset 
was just to stay within myself and execute good 
shots and I did that really well,” said Ewing, who 
stumbled with a closing bogey. “Unfortunate 
bogey on 18, it’s a tough hole, but really happy 
with how I played and how I handled myself and 
it leaves me in a good position for tomorrow.” 

Fassi, chasing her first LPGA triumph, shot 67 as 
well to stand second with China’s Lin Xiyu third on 
202 after a 70. “The course started to be a lot more 

challenging,” Lin said. “The greens were really firm. 
Overall, I didn’t feel I played my best but I stayed 
really patient. I’m going to keep being positive and 
keep chasing it.” Thailand’s Ariya Jutanugarn, South 
Korean Lee6 Jeong-eun, Australian Sarah Kemp 
and American Megan Khang shared fourth on 204 
with South Korean Kim A-lim on 205 and American 
Andrea Lee on 206. 

Ewing, the tour leader at reaching greens in regu-
lation, seeks her third LPGA title after the 2020 Drive 
On Championship at Lake Oconee and 2021 LPGA 
Match Play. “I can’t be anything but excited for what 
I’ve done the first three days,” Ewing said. “There’s a 
ton of golf left. I’m looking forward to the challenge.” 
Strong putting has boosted Ewing’s confidence after 
a long season. “I lost confidence throughout the year. 
Just seeing putts go in and being a confident putter, 
that’s where I’m at mentally,” Ewing said. 

 
Fassi soars with eagle  

World number 52 Ewing, who began the day two 
back of leader Lee6, opened with a birdie and 
added two more on the par-5 second and fourth 
holes to take the lead. Ewing landed her approach 
at the 10th at the edge of the hole for a tap-in birdie 

and dropped her approach inches from the cup at 
the par-5 12th to set up another birdie for a two-
stroke edge.  

Fassi lofted a spectacular hole-out eagle from the 
fairway at the par-5 15th, leaping into second at 15-
under and into the air with joy and a fist pump after 
the shot fell. “It was honestly the worst spot I could 
have left myself for my third shot,” Fassi said. “My 
only thought was just to hit it as high as you can and 
the result was an extra. “I hit a fantastic golf shot 
and I’m just very happy that it went in and I could 
get some momentum for the last few holes. Seeing 
that was very cool.” Ewing answered by rolling in an 
eight-foot downhill putt at the 15th to reach 17-
under, completing her full set of par-5 birdies. 

Ewing found a greenside bunker at 17, her first 
missed green in regulation of the day, but pitched to 
three feet and sank her par putt. At 18, Ewing was 
short of the green but pitched 18 feet past the hole 
and missed her putt for her lone bogey of the round. 
Fassi had four birdies in the first seven holes before 
her lone bogey at the eighth. Lin, chasing her first 
LPGA title, began with a birdie, answered her lone 
bogey at the fifth with a birdie at the sixth and 
added a birdie at 16. —AFP

Scheffler voted  
PGA Tour Player  
of the Year 

 
WASHINGTON: Top-ranked Scottie Scheffler, 
who won four titles this year including his first 
major crown at the Masters, was named Saturday as 
the 2021-2022 PGA Tour Player of the Year. The 26-
year-old American won with 89% of the vote from 
tour players for the award after capturing a season-
high four titles within a two-month span capped by 
his green jacket triumph at Augusta National. 

“Congratulations to Scottie on his remarkable 
season and his unprecedented achievements,” US 
PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan said. 

“Undoubtably, one of the highest compliments a 
player can receive is the endorsement from his 
peers and the fact that Scottie’s season was both 
dominant and consistent spoke volumes to the 
membership.” 

Australia’s Cameron Smith, the world number two 
who bolted from the PGA to the Saudi-backed LIV 
Golf Series earlier this month, and Northern 
Ireland’s Rory McIlroy, who edged Scheffler for the 
FedEx Cup playoff crown, were the other finalists 
for the award. Scheffler won his first PGA title in 
February at the Phoenix Open, defeating Patrick 
Cantlay with a birdie on the third playoff hole. 

Three weeks later at Bay Hill, Scheffler captured 
the Arnold Palmer Invitational and three weeks after 
that, Scheffler won the WGC Match Play crown, 
defeating countryman Kevin Kisner in the champi-
onship match to claim the world number one rank-
ing he has held ever since. In his first event atop the 

rankings, Scheffler won the Masters, defeating 
McIlroy by three strokes for his fourth triumph in 
six starts, a PGA feat unseen since Australian Jason 
Day managed it in the 2014-15 campaign. —AFP 

US golfer Scottie Scheffler 


