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Real Madrid brush Mallorca  
aside 4-1, to sit atop La Liga 

Barcelona trounce Cadiz after medical emergency interrupts game

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Belgian forward Eden Hazard (center) falls on Real Mallorca’s Argentinean midfielder Rodrigo Battaglia (Down) during the Spanish league football match on September 11, 2022. — AFP 

MADRID: Antonio Rudiger became just the sec-
ond German to score in four of Europe’s top five 
leagues in the 21st century as Real Madrid brushed 
Mallorca aside 4-1 to sit atop La Liga on Sunday. 
Rudiger hit a 93rd-minute goal to match Shkodran 
Mustafi’s feat. He had previously scored nine times 
in the Premier League, twice in the Bundesliga and 
twice in Serie A. 

Mallorca took the lead with a 35th-minute head-
ed goal by Vedat Muriqi, but Federico Valverde 
equalised in first-half injury time after a solo run. 
Vinicius gave Real the lead on 72 minutes, before 
Rodrygo struck with one minute of regulation time 
to play, Rudiger adding the cherry on the cake in 
time added on. The victory left Real on 15 points 
with five wins from five matches, two ahead of 
Barcelona, who dispatched Cadiz 4-0 on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Xavi’s Barcelona climbed up with a 

4-0 win over rock bottom Cadiz on Saturday in a 
match interrupted by a medical emergency in the 
stands. Barca have 13 points from five matches. 
Champions Real Madrid, who have a perfect 
record so far, can go back to the top Sunday 
when they take on Real Mallorca. Frenkie de Jong 
scored first on 55 minutes with Polish striker 
Robert Lewandowski doubling the advantage ten 
minutes later. Barca’s star signing of the close 
season Lewandowski now has six goals in five 
Liga matches. 

The match was halted in the 82nd minute 
because of a presumed heart attack in the stands. 
Cadiz ‘keeper Jeremias Ledesma grabbed a defibril-
lator from the team bench and sprinted across the 
pitch to throw it to emergency staff in the stands. 
The fan was taken away by ambulance. “This sort of 
thing goes beyond football, we’re talking about a 

human life here, so we all agreed to stop,” coach 
Xavi said. “Fortunately they managed to save him.” 

Cadiz later said the fan had been treated by on-
site medics who had their own defibrillator. 
Barcelona scored twice more late on, through Ansu 
Fati on 86 minutes and Frenchman Ousmane 
Dembele, who made it 4-0 in stoppage time. “It 
wasn’t a great game, but it was a good one,” said 
Xavi, who takes his team to Bayern Munich for a 
Champions League match on Tuesday. Atletico 
Madrid beat Celta Vigo 4-1 in an open match to 
climb into the top four on 10 points. Argentine strik-
er Angel Correa put them ahead after nine minutes. 

He was set up by compatriot Rodrigo De Paul, 
who scored the second on 50 minutes. Antoine 
Griezmann came on shortly after the hour and was 
soon celebrating with fellow substitute Yannick 
Carrasco who made it 3-0. Celta pulled one back 

through Gabriel Viega Novas before an own-goal 
from Unai Nunez on 82 restored the three-goal gap. 
“We took risks and it worked,” said Atletico coach 
Diego Simeone. “If they (Celta) had many chances 
it’s because we played it that way, you have to do 
that sometimes.” 

Sevilla won 3-2 away at Espanyol for their first 
victory of the season thanks to a double from Jose 
Angel Carmona and one goal from Erik Lamela, 
who also collected a late red card as the visitors 
hung on for three points. Sevilla now go to 
Copenhagen for the Champions League in mixed 
spirits. “At 3-0 we sat back after a good first half, 
but their goals were a reminder of recent failures,” 
said coach Julen Lopetegui. Rayo Vallecano beat 
Valencia 2-1 helped by an own goal from Nicolas 
Gonzalez. Mouctar Diakhaby scored a last gasp 
consolation for the visitors. — AFP 

BERLIN: Union Berlin moved to 
the top of the Bundesliga on 
Sunday with a determined 1-0 
win at Cologne. Union, who are 
unbeaten this season, held reign-
ing champions Bayern Munich to 
a draw last weekend. The visitors 
began the game in Cologne at a 
furious pace, taking the lead on 
just four minutes. 

Debutant goalkeeper Lennart 
Grill punted a long ball towards 
Jordan Siebatcheu, who passed 
to a running Sheraldo Becker on 
the edge of the box. Becker’s 
cross was deflected by Cologne 
defender Timo Huebers into the 
bottom corner of his own net. 
Just four minutes later, referee 
Benjamin Cortus awarded Union 
a penalty for a handball, but 
Siebatcheu’s tame effort was 
easily saved by Cologne keeper 
Marvin Schwaebe. Becker had 
the ball in the back of the net 
again a minute afterwards, but 
his superb strike was ruled out 
for offside. 

Despite dominating posses-

sion, Cologne were unable to find 
a way through with Union fre-
quently dangerous on the count-
er. Cologne went down to 10 men 
in the 81st minute when Luca 
Kilian picked up his second yel-
low card for a tactical foul on 
Andras Schaefer. Cologne’s first 

loss of the season leaves Union 
and Bayern as the only two 
unbeaten sides in the Bundesliga 
this term. In late game, Freiburg 
have the chance to retake top 
spot when they welcome 
Borussia Moenchengladbach to 
the Europa Park Stadion. —AFP 

Union Berlin 
move top of 
Bundesliga 

COLOGNE: Cologne’s German forward Steffen Tigges (right) and 
Union Berlin’s German defender Paul Jaeckel vie a header during the 
German first division Bundesliga football match on September 11, 
2022. — AFP  

MONZA: Max Verstappen won the Formula One 
Italian Grand Prix on Sunday to leave himself in 
touching distance of his second straight Formula 
One title. Championship leader Verstappen claimed 
his first win at Monza and his fifth GP in a row after 
fighting from seventh on the grid to beat Charles 
Leclerc over the line on another difficult day for 
Ferrari. 

The Red Bull driver is 116 points ahead of Leclerc 
in the drivers’ standings after winning a race whose 
final six laps were run with the safety car after 
Daniel Ricciardo lost his engine and ended up at the 
side of the track. “We had a great race, we were 
quickest on every compound,” said Verstappen, who 
had never even made the podium at Monza and 
started  Sunday’s race with a grid penalty. 

With six races left, the Dutchman can win the dri-
ver’s crown at next month’s Singapore GP. The 
Monza crowd booed and whistled loudly as the cars 
came over the line as they were denied the chance 
to see their man Leclerc try to overtake dominant 
Verstappen, who won his 11th race of the season. 
“The end was frustrating, I wish could have had a bit 
of racing at the end, unfortunately we were second 
because of what happened before,” said Leclerc. 

The Monegasque appeared frustrated after 
Ferrari’s plan of pitting early to change from soft to 
medium tyres backfired. “Obviously we finished P2 
so I’m not extremely happy with the race but we will 
work on that,” added Leclerc. “I think the pace was 
quite strong today, we will have to look into it as we 

were quite strong but it was not enough.” George 
Russell of Mercedes rounded off the podium, while 
Leclerc’s teammate Carlos Sainz surged from 18th 
on the starting grid to fourth. 

Seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton also 
raced from the back of the Mercedes to finish an 
impressive fifth while a delighted Nyck de Vries 
scored points on his F1 debut by finishing ninth as a 
stand-in for Williams’ Alex Albon. 

Leclerc started on pole and held off an early 
overtake attempt from Russell to keep first place 
while Verstappen was already bursting through the 
pack. Having started in seventh, Verstappen shifted 
up four places by the end of the first lap. He moved 
ahead of Russell on lap five to put Leclerc in his 
sights. Verstappen took the lead on lap 13 when a 
virtual safety car was introduced after Sebastian 
Vettel crashed out and Leclerc pitted. 

Leclerc re-entered the track with no major 
mishaps unlike at last week’s Dutch GP but Ferrari’s 
tactical move would eventually cost them the race. 
Verstappen pitted on lap 26 to change from his softs 
to mediums and rejoined the fray just behind Leclerc 
with the same compound in which his Ferrari rival 
had already driven around the track 13 times. That 
tyre wear made the difference when Leclerc handed 
Verstappen the win by pitting again to go back to 
softs seven laps later. 

“It was really good on the tyres, it was really 
enjoyable to drive today,” Verstappen said. “A 
great day for us. It took a bit of time, but finally 
we won it.” Daniel Ricciardo’s race ended with six 
laps remaining and with his car stuck beside the 
track that allowed everyone to pit knowing a safe-
ty car would come out. What they didn’t know was 
that the car would remain on the track until the 
end of the race, meaning Verstappen strolled over 
the line for a victory which would likely have come 
regardless. — AFP  

Verstappen wins  
Italian Grand Prix  
to close in on title


