
GENEVA: Fifty million people around the world 
are trapped in forced labor or forced marriage, the 
UN said Monday, warning that their ranks had 
swelled dramatically in recent years. The United 

Nations had set a goal to eradicate all forms of 
modern slavery by 2030, but the number of people 
caught up in forced labor or forced marriage bal-
looned by 10 million between 2016 and 2021, 
according to a new report. 

The study by the UN’s agencies for labor and 
migration along with the Walk Free Foundation 
found that at the end of last year, 28 million people 
were in forced labor and 22 million living in a mar-
riage they had been forced into. That means nearly 
one out of every 150 people in the world are caught 
up in modern forms of slavery, the report said. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, which worsened con-
ditions and swelled debt levels for many workers, 
has heightened the risk, the report found. Coupled 
with the effects of climate change and armed con-
flicts, it has contributed to “unprecedented disrup-
tion to employment and education, increases in 
extreme poverty and forced and unsafe migration”, 
compounding the threat, it said. 

“It is shocking that the situation of modern slav-
ery is not improving,” Guy Ryder, head of the 
International Labor Organization (ILO), said in a  
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Authorities move to speed 
up deportation of illegals

Interior, foreign ministries call on embassies to issue travel documents to violators
KUWAIT: The government has given clear instruc-
tions to detain all iqama violators and deport them 
immediately, as is evident by the ongoing surprise 
campaigns the ministry of interior is conducting in 
densely populated areas. The foreign ministry, in 
coordination with the interior ministry, has contact-
ed embassies in Kuwait and requested the appoint-
ment of a liaison officer at each embassy to obtain 
identification papers to facilitate the deportation 
process of residency violators, especially since 
some of them lost their documents or passports due 
to various reasons. 

“The ministry of interior has asked embassies 
through the foreign ministry to speed up the 
issuance of travel documents of violators, as it will 
be strict in issuing fines against all violators who 
attempt to evade arrest or did not leave the country 
within the specified timeframe, as no new grace 
periods will be announced to leave without fines, as 
the government believes this method is not effec-
tive,” sources told Kuwait Times. 

Sources also revealed the interior ministry has 
found expatriates without any documentation, and 
some are children of expatriate residency violators. 
But the embassies of their countries do not recog-
nize them because their parents did not apply for 

their official registration, whether in Kuwaiti gov-
ernment records or with the embassies. They do not 
have valid documents that allow them to register 
their children, noting that the number of these viola-
tors is not small. 

“This problem still persists between ministries 
and embassies and can be resolved by DNA tests 
to identify their parents, as many children were 
found with unidentified parents during campaigns 
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula,” the sources 
revealed. They added the interior ministry will not 
accept some Kuwaitis’ objections on making them 
pay for the return tickets of fugitive or abscond-
ing workers, because they are the sponsors of 
these violators. 

The sources reminded that from the outset, 
the sponsor undertakes to bear the cost of the 
return ticket for the worker if they leave for any 
reason, especially since the ministry of interior 
will face the problem of providing the airfare to 
deport the worker if they say they have no mon-
ey to buy a ticket, while embassies will not bear 
the cost of deportation. The sources added the 
sponsor of an arrested runaway worker can 
deduct the price of the ticket to deport them 
before paying their dues in full.

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Former MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa will be 
running for office from the central jail after the 
country’s top court on Monday set Oct 10 as the 
date to issue its final verdict against the former law-
maker and scores of men from his tribe. Khalifa and 
the men were tried and convicted by the criminal 
court for organizing and taking part in outlawed 
tribal primary byelections ahead of the Dec 5, 2020 

general polls, in which 
Khalifa won a seat in par-
liament for the first time. 

The criminal court had 
sentenced Khalifa and his 
tribesmen for two years, 
and the verdict was 
upheld by the court of 
appeals. The men chal-
lenged the verdict before 
the court of cassation, the 
country’s highest court 
whose rulings are final. 
Under Kuwaiti law, the 
convicts gave themselves up to authorities as a 
requirement for the challenge to be heard by the 
court of cassation. The judge sent all of them to jail 
pending the outcome of the trial. 

On Monday, the court decided to set Oct 10 as 
the date to issue its final verdict, and the convicts 
must remain in jail at least until then. If they are 
acquitted, they will be set free, but if the verdict is 
upheld, they will have to spend the period of sen-
tence in jail. As for Khalifa, who has registered to 
run for a seat in the fourth constituency, legal 
experts said the case does not influence his election 
and if he is elected, he will remain in jail if the court 
upholds his conviction. After serving his term in jail, 
Khalifa will be set free, and can then join the 
National Assembly, a rare event in Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, an Islamist ethics charter being cir-
culated among Islamist and conservative candidates 
for their signatures has stirred controversy among 
liberal-leaning candidates, who described the char-
ter as against the constitution.  
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EDINBURGH: Britain’s King Charles III, flanked by Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and 
Prince Edward walk behind the procession of Queen Elizabeth II’s coffin from the Palace 
of Holyroodhouse to St Giles Cathedral on the Royal Mile on Sept 12, 2022. — AFP

EDINBURGH: On foot and flanked 
by his three siblings, King Charles III 
on Monday led a somber procession 
carrying Queen Elizabeth II’s body 
through hushed Edinburgh streets 
packed with mourners. The queen’s 
oak coffin had on Sunday been driven 
to the Scottish capital from the 
Balmoral estate where she died last 
week aged 96, and held overnight at 
the royal residence of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse. 

After a regimental band played 
“God Save The King”, her four chil-
dren - Charles, Princess Anne, Princes 
Edward and Andrew - stepped out 
behind the hearse flanked by kilted 
soldiers. Thousands of people lined 
the route to watch as the procession 
made its way to the 12th-century St 
Giles’ Cathedral as cannon fired at 
one-minute intervals from Edinburgh 
Castle. The royals were joined by 
Prime Minister Liz Truss and Scottish 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon for a 
service of prayer and reflection for 
the monarch who reigned for a  
record-breaking 70 years. Later, the 
king and senior royals will stand vigil 
at the cathedral, with the coffin 
draped in the Royal Standard of  
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SYDNEY: A sulphur-crested cockatoo opens the 
lid of a household waste bin in Sydney in this 
file photo. — AFP

Cockatoos in 
‘arms race’ 
with humans

Amir invited to Arab Summit in Algeria 

KUWAIT: HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at 
Bayan Palace Monday an invitation addressed to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
to attend the Arab summit in Algeria in November. Algerian Minister of Energy and Mining Mohammad 
Arkab handed the invitation sent by President Abdelmadjid Tebboune. — KUNA 

SYDNEY: Australia’s crafty, sulphur-crested 
cockatoos appear to have entered an “innova-
tion arms race” with humans, scientists say, as 
the two species spar over the rubbish in road-
side bins. The white birds, which can grow 
nearly as long as a human arm, initially sur-
prised researchers by devising an ingenious 
technique to prise open household bin lids in 
Sydney and other areas. 

Now, a new study says they have gone a 
step further by thwarting the escalating defens-
es of fed-up humans. The birds’ and humans’ 
behavior may reveal a hitherto unexplored 
“interspecies innovation arms race”, said a 
study published Monday in Current Biology. 
Nestled between a forest and a surf-swept 
beach and bordered by cliffs, the picturesque 
town of Stanwell Park near Sydney is on the 
front line of the battle of the bins. 

“If we don’t close the bin right after throw-
ing out the rubbish they’ll be in there,” said Ana 
Culic, 21, manager of the town’s Loaf Cafe. 
“Cockatoos everywhere. Like, just rubbish all 
over the front area.”  

Her own family had tried scaring cockatoos 
away with owl statues to no avail.  
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