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Alliance of leaders 
and scientists 

We are hearing great promises these days, 
the days of getting ready for the National 
Assembly elections. There are tens of 

candidates promising us reform, as if reform is a 
readymade item successful candidates will deliver to 
us. If reform was this simple, we would be the most 
developed country today, but we are still hearing 
promises, and our movement is still very slow and 
not up to our aspirations. 

Reform principles are based on imperfection, as 
there is no perfection and will never be. So, the most 
active people adopt the rules of critical thought and 
improvement, but the less active adopt the rules of 
statements and sometimes swearing and defaming. 
This is the core difference between nations -nations 
that are living in the renaissance era and those living 
the pre-renaissance era. 

The human being, ever since he started living on 
earth, continued to develop. He was during the first 
stages of his life slow - sometimes very slow. The 
difference in humanity came with the critical mental-
ity in the 16th century, as scientists of the European 
renaissance era reformed intellectual views, as they 
benefited from the fall of Constantinople by copying 
ideas of great nations that succeeded before them in 
liberating the mind of the human being headed by 
Arab and Muslim nations. 

The movement of growth and civilization was 
quick during the recent history of human beings, 
and man walked on the Moon and made Earth a 
small village surrounded by endless waves. The 
secret of man’s success in development was his 
ability to use his brain in order to improve his sur-
roundings. He did not use slogans as tranquilizers, 
and did not base his values on his personal needs; 
rather he took a path with clear signs and everyone 
had a role in it. These are the nations we see today 
having success factors or moving towards them. 
But nations of backwardness have those who con-
tinue to make statements and promises without 
having clear action plans. 

Once again, this is the core difference between 
people, as whenever the critical mentality disap-
pears, and the more people shout and attack, and 
whenever pessimism and frustration spreads, it indi-
cates the people’s failure and laziness, and finally 
being behind the movement of civilization. The large 
amount of promises is not an indication of man’s 
wish to work; rather it is completely the opposite. 
Also, attacks and screaming are not a sign of man’s 
keenness on reform, but to the contrary. 

Critical mentality is what we need today, a men-
tality that analyzes reality and uses proven scientific 
information to carry out its executive duty in full; an 
optimistic mentality that believes imperfection is the 
nature of life. So do not get angry when you see the 
defect - rather work on mending it with the least 
loss. A mentality that loves freedom, believes in 
human rights and respects every living being, 
because it is Allah’s creation. 

How can we instill these principles in ourselves, 
while most of us are full of anger and pessimism? 
How can we start correctly, while many of us are 
looking for temporary relief from anger instead of 
looking for a work plan based on development val-
ues, with patience and improvement of performance. 
This is the next challenge. 

We have in Kuwait neutral scientific and intellec-
tual leaders, and we need to listen to them. Leaders 
who do not appease, respect other opinions and 
believe in success values away from allotments. The 
successful leader is one who believes in the abilities 
of his citizens. With those leaders, the reform wheels 
start moving, and the more the leaders seek the help 
of these intellectuals, the more they guide us on the 
right path of reform. 

Nations are led by its scientists and neutral 
experts, and the clever ruler is the one who gets his 
strength from them, not oppresses them, and their 
credibility and frankness must be respected.

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: A controversial document 
went viral on social media on Sunday, 
sparking widespread controversy and 
division between supporters and oppo-
nents of the document. After several 
candidates running in the Sept 29 par-
liamentary elections signed a document 
titled “The document of values”, in 
which they pledged to support Islamic 
laws, the hashtags #Kandahar_docu-
ment and #values_document, trended 
on Twitter, with thousands of citizens 
commenting on this topic. 

The document calls to apply Islamic 
laws, including enforcing a modest 
dress code, banning tattoos, and gender 
segregation at schools, swimming pools 
and gyms, in addition to punishing any-
one insulting the companions of the 
Prophet (PBUH) and setting up a hotline 
to complain about any act against 
Islamic law. 

Supporters see the values document 
as representing the conservative 
Kuwaiti society. Nami Herab tweeted: “I 
read the document and did not see any-
thing wrong. They want to make us 
enjoy the good and forbid sins, and this 
represents the core of our true Islamic 

religion. Kuwaiti society is conservative; 
they have the right to regulate life and 
behavior in accordance with that. We 
do not want Kandahar and but also not 
El-Haram Street!” 

Ali Al-Safar tweeted: “Anyone who 
opposes such a reform is a shortsighted 
conspirator as he/she becomes an 
accomplice to the bioterrorism which 
threatens our national security through 
misbehaviors such as tattoos, suspicious 
spas and so on that spread infectious 
fatal diseases.” As for Lulwa, the values 
document will lead to better genera-
tions for Kuwait, saying: “I am open-
minded, but if something is in the inter-
est of our children, why not? I don’t 
mean we must approve intolerance and 
punishment, just behaviors people 
should abide by, like tattoos. People 
with such behaviors should not be 
allowed to be out in public.” 

Others could not digest the idea of 
making members of parl iament,  
guardians of the people of Kuwait. 
Amina Al-Wahib tweeted: “The people 
who created this are clearly uneducated 
religious extremists that want to turn 
Kuwait into Kandahar.” Hessah Al-
Hasan commented: “Frankly, I just real-
ized that fighting corruption begins 

with fighting tattoos, while co-educa-
tion at the university is the reason for 
the deterioration in the level of educa-
tion. I never knew that yoga is the rea-
son for the decline in medical services.” 
She added sarcastically: “So canceling 
concerts will solve the housing prob-
lem? Seriously, well done! It is clear 
they are concerned with the interests 
and demands of the people,”. 

Hazem Al-Sairafi, who has a tattoo, 
asked a supporter what his fate will be. 
“What is the fate of a person with tat-
toos? Be flogged with 100 lashes or 
retribution? I want to know my des-
tiny.” Sara pointed out contradictions. “I 
wish they would add in their document 
to ban travel to any country that does 
not apply sharia, because it is not rea-
sonable to impose such rules and at the 
end of the summer you spend your time 
in Europe, where alcohol is served and 
naked people are present.” She added: 
“They want to ban entering any cafe 
that plays songs, so they should ban 
cinemas as well, and ban smoking too, 
because it is forbidden by Sharia.” 

People were not the only ones to 
support or reject the idea of the “values 
document”. Secretary-General of the 
Democratic Forum Abdul Hadi Al-Sanafi 

affirmed his rejection of this document, 
some of whose clauses go against pub-
lic and private freedoms confirmed by 
the Kuwaiti constitution, stressing the 
need to confront it in the event of any 
attempt to approve it in the National 
Assembly. He said he has great confi-
dence in the Kuwaiti voter and their 
awareness to choose better and vote for 

those who have a good electoral pro-
gram and ideas in the interest of the 
country and citizens. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Women’s Cultural 
and Social Society released a statement 
rejecting the document, saying that 
Kuwait is a civil and constitutional state 
where personal rights and freedoms are 
protected by the constitution.

Values document - a political faux pas?

KUWAIT: The Cabinet has conducted its weekly 
meeting headed by His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah. The Cabinet 
decided - to approve the Kuwait municipality’s 
request to approve the donation from Kuwait 
Finance House to repair the damage caused at Souq 
Al-Mubarakiya; to grant approval to Atlas 
International Estate company to construct a multi-
storied parking building in block two in Hawally; to 
grant approval to the Kuwait Institute of Scientific 
Research (KISR) to create a separate company 
under the institute which would produce, market 
and sell its products, with its capital to be paid by 
the institute; to instruct the development and plan-
ning commission to continue the evaluation of 
Kuwait’s economic rehabilitation in order to suggest 
suitable solutions in the event of any unforeseen 
economic difficulties in the future. 

The Cabinet also asked the Minister of Finance 
and Economic affairs to provide quarterly reports 

to the National Assembly and instructed the devel-
opment and planning commission to coordinate 
with all sectors, to improve governance as well as 
the effectiveness of the current systems. Other 
decisions announced by the Cabinet are as follows: 

• Instructed the municipality minister to take 
required action to develop the northern economic 
area (silk city) legally, executively and procedurally.  

• Directed the municipality to continue with its 
efforts to coordinate with the finance ministry and 
the environmental authority, regarding the conver-
sion of hard garbage into dry fuel, which can then 
be used to produce cement. 

• Directed the Minister of National Assembly 
Affairs to follow up on anti-corruption rules, which 
was sent to the National Assembly and to encour-
age all government sectors to cooperate with 
Nazaha, in order to provide them with the data 
related to people in debt and to continue with the 
upgradation process.   

Meanwhile, in a bid to improve the housing crisis 
in the country, Talal Al-Khaled, Deputy Prime 
Minister, has designated the Ministry of Defense 
headquarters in Jahra, to be given to the public 
authority for housing affairs. The Cabinet, in turn, 
has expressed their gratitude and appreciation for 
the defense minister’s initiative. 

Cabinet gives new 
departmental directives 
in weekly meeting

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

RIYADH:  Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf , 
Secretary-General  of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council  (GCC) 
announced the organization’s sup-
port for the UN’s efforts to restore 
security, stabi l i ty and peace in 
Yemen. This decision was announced 
after a meeting between Al-Hajraf 

and the US Special Envoy to Yemen, 
Timothy Linderking, which was held 
at the GCC Secretariat in Riyadh. 

Meanwhile, both sides reviewed 
the UN’s efforts to end the conflict 
in Yemen and spoke about intensi-
fying the pressure on the interna-
tional community, to initiate a seri-
ous engagement in  the peace 
process. They also emphasized the 
importance of the GCC Council’s 
presence to support the leadership 
Council in Yemen, to achieve securi-
ty, peace and stability in Yemen and 
to support developmental efforts.  
— KUNA 

RIYADH: Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) meets with US Special Envoy to Yemen, Timothy Linderking, — KUNA 

GCC supports 
efforts to 
stabilize Yemen

KUWAIT:  Sibi George, the current Ambassador of 
India to Kuwait has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to Japan. He is expected to 
take up the assignment shortly. George will replace 
Sanjay Kumar Verma, the Indian envoy to Japan 

who will be the next Indian Ambassador to Canada. 
Over the last two years, Ambassador George has 

brought about significant changes in the functioning 
of the Indian embassy in Kuwait and has also intro-
duced many new community outreach programs. He 
has also helped push deep-rooted Kuwait-India 
bilateral relations. George has previously served in 
Switzerland, Cairo, Doha, Islamabad, Washington 
DC, Tehran and Riyadh before taking up his assign-
ment in Kuwait.

Sibi George appointed  
Indian envoy to Japan

BOSNIA: Ambassador Dhahir Al-Khurainij present-
ed his credentials as Ambassador of Kuwait to the 
Director of the Protocol Department at the Bosnian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mirsad Pesic. The Kuwaiti 
Ambassador said that he hoped to strengthen the 
strong ties between the two friendly countries and 
peoples at various levels, in compliance with the 
orders of the leadership of Kuwait. — KUNA  

Kuwaiti ambassador 
presents credentials to 
Bosnian foreign minister

BOSNIA: Ambassador Dhahir Al-Khurainij presents 
credentials to the Director of the Protocol 
Department, Mirsad Pesic. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Honorary Sri-Lankan students in Kuwait 
have been lauded for their high school results-an 
event which was organized by the Muslim Sri-
Lankan community in Kuwait, Iqraa Islamic 
Committee, which is accredited by the ministry of 
endowment in Kuwait.  

“I would like to express my appreciation to the 
society for its noble and exceptional support, which 
it offers to the community through its committee,” 
Sri Lankan ambassador to Kuwait, Othman Johar 
said. 

“Kuwait hosts hundreds of nationalities from dif-
ferent countries under the umbrella of respect, tol-

erance and Islamic cooperation, providing about 
130 mosques in different languages. This is an 
extension of the Sharia which calls for tolerance and 
cooperation with everyone, and today we are hon-
ored to participate in this celebratory occasion,” 
said the director of Salsabil, Ahmad Al-Farsi. 

Sri Lankan ambassador  
rewards honorary 
students

KUWAIT: Srilankan officials with the honorary winners. 


