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News in brief

Cabinet approves Dr Essam 
Al-Rubaiaan as new CSC chief

KUWAIT: Mohammed Al-Fares, Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Oil, Minister of State for
Cabinet and Acting Minister of National
Assembly Affairs, announced that the Cabinet
approved a bill appointing Dr Essam Saad Al-
Rubaiaan, as the new Chairman of the Civil
Services Commission. — KUNA

KISR inks MoU with Saudi Saline 
Water Conversion Corporation 

RIYADH: The Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) and the Saudi Saline Water
Conversion Corporation (SWCC) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in the field
of water desalination. The MoU was signed on the
sidelines of the opening session of an international
conference held, to discuss the future of the desali-
nation industry, organized by SWCC and titled
‘Desalination in Space’. Dr Mana Al-Sedrawi, Acting
Director General of the Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research said that, “this memorandum
aims to enhance cooperation between the two par-
ties in the field of sea water desalination, which
would help create opportunities and joint research
projects to localize the desalination industry for
water sustainability.” He also added that the MoU
covers various aspects of mutual cooperation in the
field, such as investment in intellectual property, sim-
ulation of advanced technological practices,
exchange of information to establish specialized lab-
oratories and the development of human resources
to implement joint research initiatives. — KUNA

Kuwait-registered vehicles 
can stay in Jordan for 18 months

AMMAN: Aziz Al-Daihani, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Jordan, said that the Jordanian
authorities have decided to extend the permits
for vehicles carrying Kuwaiti license plates, to
stay in Jordan for a time period, from eight to
eighteen months. Al-Daihani said, “Kuwait’s
embassy in Jordan has been in correspondence
with Jordan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to
convey the requests from Kuwaiti citizens stay-
ing in Jordan, to extend the legal stay limit for
their vehicles,” adding that he would also be
conveying to the authorities that “a similar
allowance should be given to GCC citizens
residing in Jordan.” — KUNA

PAS halts funding to 
equestrian bodies

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for Sport
(PAS) announced its decision, to temporarily halt
its funding for the Kuwait Equestrian Federation
and other similar clubs, in lieu of an upcoming
probe by a fact-finding committee, who would
look into certain complaints that involved the
activities carried out by the authority. The com-
mittee was put together by Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi, Minister of Information and Culture and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and will be
chaired by a representative from the Department
of Legal Advice and Legislation, which includes a
number of senior auditors, lawyers, sportspersons
and academics from the Ministry of Interior.
Meanwhile, the authority has also formed a sepa-
rate committee, to study the board decision. A
statement from the committee formed by the
authority said that it was working on regulations
that would govern the distribution and spending
of financial aid to equestrian clubs. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Kyokushin team win
medals in Arab championship 

BEIRUT: The Kuwaiti Kyokushin Karate team
won two gold and five bronze medals at the
end of the 11th Arab Kyokushin Karate
Championship held in Lebanon. Kuwait’s Salem
Rajaan won the gold medal in the junior open
weight category after defeating Muhammad
Nahal from Lebanon and Qais bin Qais from
Iraq. Meanwhile, Dhari Al-Enzi won the gold
medal in the men’s open weight category after
defeating Zakaria Faoor and Mohammad
Mansour from Lebanon. Ahmad Hassan,
Abdualaziz Al-Azmi, Abduallah Mohammad,
Saud Al-Otaibi and Tarek Ali also secured
places at the podium after winning three
bronze medals. Hassan Al-Kandari, Head of the
Kuwaiti team said that “this is the biggest
medal tally that we have achieved for Kuwait”,
noting that out of a total of ten participating
Kuwaiti athletes, seven athletes won medals at
the Championship. — KUNA

By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: A report indicated that affordability of
housing in Kuwait is the lowest among Gulf coun-
tries, with a price-to-income ratio of 15:8, making it
one of the least affordable places in the world to
own residential property, according to Kuwait
Financial Centre (Markaz).

The report showed that although Kuwait attach-
es great importance to meeting the housing needs
of its citizens through the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare, which provides Kuwaiti citizens
with options such as a prebuilt house or a plot of
land with a long-term interest-free loan from
Kuwait Credit Bank of up to KD 70,000, the supply
of housing units could not keep pace with the
increasing demand. The number of pending housing
requests until the year 2020 at PAHW reached
91,794, while the waiting period from the submis-
sion of applications until allocation reached nearly
ten years. The shortage of supply also caused a rise
in private housing prices, and reduced the afford-
ability of owning private homes.

“One of the reasons for the citizen’s inability to
bear the costs of buying property is price hikes
and the absence of real estate financing for private
housing, especially after Kuwait Central Bank
stopped housing loans in the beginning of 2014. We

see its result in the
increase in property
prices and the inability
of people to buy, in
addition to other rea-
sons, such as speculation
that occurred during the
pandemic, increase in
prices and lack of supply
in the market,” real-
estate expert Sulaiman
Al-Dulaijan told Kuwait
Times.

“The problem is that the state controls private
housing land and disposes it through the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare, which distributes
housing to those eligible after 15 to 20 years of sub-
mitting an application. This is the state of the admin-
istrative situation within the authority,” he said. 

Regarding the reasons for stopping housing
loans, the decision was taken at that time because
during 2010 to 2014, there was inflation in the econ-
omy similar to what the economy is facing presently,
but at a slower pace. “Therefore, the Central Bank
issued a decision to prevent any Kuwaiti citizen
from buying any residential property by paying
with their salary, while it was available for those
who had another financial source. Citizens could

also take personal loans to buy houses,” Al-Dulaijan
explained.

“But the citizen is often unable to take a loan
proportionate with the real estate prices in the mar-
ket. If we assume that the citizen’s salary is KD
1,500, the loan they can get according to the laws
of the banks will not exceed KD 30,000 in the best
case. But the average price of a private house in
Kuwait currently is KD 300,000, while the invest-
ment housing sector has still higher prices, so the
ability of a Kuwaiti citizen to buy private housing
has become the weakest in the Gulf,” he added.

Offering some solutions, Al-Dulaijan said, “The
government should offer land to the private sector
for infrastructure work away from the bureaucracy
of the government, as the case is in the GCC and the
terms of residential real estate financing need to be
reconsidered, providing an opportunity for other
investments away from speculation in private hous-
ing, which is one of the most important reasons for
price hikes in real estate, as a result of a lack of oth-
er safe opportunities in the market,” he said. The
Markaz report noted that the main factors that
exacerbate the housing problem in Kuwait are a
lack of private sector participation, low-density
division in urban areas, limited access to finance
and the high cost of capital associated with infra-
structure development.

Sulaiman Al-Dulaijan

Rare hernia 
condition operated
on at Sabah Hospital
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Dr Mohammad Al-Sulaimi, Senior spe-
cialist in General, Laparoscopic and Obesity sur-
gery at Sabah Hospital, said that a successful hernia
operation was carried out on a 17-year-old patient,
who was diagnosed with a very large inguinal her-
nia. The doctor added that the hernia which reached
till the patient’s testis was a rare condition, as most
cases of hernia in young people occur at birth or
are corrected within a year.

Al- Sulaimi said that, “The operation was carried
out using a laparoscope and a mesh was placed for
the patient,” adding that “the General Surgery and
Laparoscopy department carry around four inguinal
hernia operations per week and around 180 cases
per year with a very high success rate.” 

Speaking on the prevalence of cases of inguinal
hernia in the society, Dr Al-Sulaimi said that there
were around 1700 cases in every 100,000 people,
across all ages with a probability that it may reach
4000 cases for every 100,000 people. He also said
that the chances of being diagnosed with the condi-
tion increased as people aged, with most cases being
diagnosed in those aged between 40 and 60 years.

Dr Al-Sulaimi advised patients with inguinal her-
nia to avoid being obese and to even undergo oper-
ations to reduce their weight, if they were unable to
control their weight, adding that they must avoid
constipation, weight lifting exercises and also treat

conditions such as the enlargement of the prostate.
He also advised patients to consume fiber rich and
healthy food items.

Dr Mohammad Al-Sulaimi

LuLu Hypermarket
celebrates 
‘PonnOnam 2022’ 
KUWAIT: Retail giant, LuLu Hypermarket cele-
brated a week-long ‘PonnOnam 2022’ promotion
that ran from 6 to 13 Sept at all outlets of the hyper-
market in Kuwait. 

The PonnOnam 2022 promotion was inaugurated
at the Al Rai outlet of the hypermarket on 10 Sept by
the top management of LuLu Kuwait along with Al
Rai branch members and in the presence of a large
gathering of shoppers, well-wishers and media per-
sonnel. Onam, a ten-day long cultural extravaganza,
is one of the main festivals of the southern Indian
state of Kerala. It is often known as ‘PonnOnam’ or
‘Golden Onam’ in reference to the bountiful harvest
that traditionally takes place during this season.
Along with colorful competitions and captivating
programs that attracted customers, the week-long
promotion also featured amazing discounts and spe-
cial offers on a wide range of products including
one-off prices on all Indian fresh vegetables, fruits
and other food stuff. Meanwhile, a delightful array of
over 22 dishes were available as part of the main
‘Onam sadya’ menu, including more than 11 varieties
of irresistible ‘payasams’ (sweet porridges) at very
special prices. An alluring mix of Onam flowers,
imported specifically for the occasion, also added to
the color and fragrance of the festival.

The traditional Onam practice of buying and

gifting new clothes to family members on the main
day of Onam festival was promoted at LuLu
Hypermarket with very special offers on a range of
branded clothing outfits as well as stylish sarees,
churidars and menswear that were available at nev-
er-before discounted prices. Curated ethnic wear
were also offered exclusively through LuLu outlets
for the occasion. Underscoring the cultural aspects
of the Onam festival, there were a slew of programs
arranged to engage shoppers throughout the
‘PonnOnam’ promotion period. These included a
variety of cultural programs at the Al Rai outlet on
Sept 8 that was accentuated with the distinctive
‘chenda melam’ performance on traditional drums to
welcome ‘Maveli’, the festival’s mascot. Meanwhile,
a traditional ‘pulikali’ or ‘tiger-dance’ was arranged
at the AlRai, AlDajeej and Fahaheel branches of the
hypermarket.

Housing affordability in 
Kuwait lowest in the region

KUWAIT: Winners of the ‘Pookalam’ competition with officials at the PonnOnam 2022 fest. 

KUWAIT: Participants perform a traditional dance at the
PonnOnam 2022 fest. 


